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Per the Heritage Hill Association by-laws, five board 
terms are open annually for election to the HHA board. 
Board members are elected by the membership at the 
Annual Meeting and neighborhood holiday gathering on 
December 13, 2022 at the historic Sweet House. [Save that 
date on your calendar!] The board terms are for 3 years to 
begin on January 1, 2023 and end December 31, 2025.

The absolute deadline for submitting your candidacy is November 1, 2022. This slate will appear 
along with a brief statement from each candidate in the November/December Herald. 

To serve, board members must be residents of the Heritage Hill neighborhood or be paid non-resident 
members ($25/yr. to be a non-resident HHA member).  It is very helpful to have been somewhat 
active in Association activities or committees, but this is not a requirement to serve on the board. 

The duties of Association board members include:

•	 Monthly board meetings - the third Wednesday of the month – approximately 1.5 hours long - 7:00 
pm to 8:30 pm.

•	 Chairing or active participation on at least 1 HHA committee - monthly or quarterly meetings.  
Some committees, such as Home Tour, demand more of a time commitment.

•	 Attendance at HHA-sponsored events - i.e. Annual Picnic, Annual Meeting, walking tours, etc.
•	 Actively representing your neighbors to the board.
•	 Actively representing the board to your neighbors.

The board wants and needs active leadership 
in the organization and representation from 
the entire neighborhood. Whether you’re a 
renter, an owner, new to the neighborhood or a 
“seasoned” neighbor, you are WANTED!

If interested in learning more or to secure a nomination form,
please call the Association office at 616-459-8950 or

email heritage@heritagehillweb.org

JOIN the Heritage Hill Association Board of Directors –
HHA Seeking 5 Board Candidates for Election at
Annual Meeting
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PRUNING • FERTILIZATION • PEST & DISEASE MANAGEMENT • REMOVAL

YOUR TREES DESERVE THE BEST OF 
CARE ALL YEAR LONG

CALL US AT (616) 245-9449 OR VISIT BARTLETT.COM

Board Notes

$20 off  any service work

Whether you’re considering Buying or Sel ling, Let me open some doors for you!Whether you’re considering Buying or Sel ling, Let me open some doors for you!

Jeff Martin
Realtor®

616-915-2107
Jeff.Martin@CBGreatLakes.com 4488 Cascade Rd. SE

Grand Rapids, MI 49546EACH OFFICE IS INDEPENDENTLY OWNED AND OPERATED.

Discussion at the May, 2021 Heritage 
Hill Association Board Meeting included:
Staff  Reports:  Sarah asked Amanda 
C., Barbara D. and board member 
Carolyn F. to expand on the summary 

presented in the staff report about 
their experience participating in 
the 3-day immersive workshop, 
“Undoing Racism” hosted by NOBL 
with leadership by the People’s 
Institute. All agreed that it was a very 

eye-opening learning experience that 
demonstrated the institutionalization 
of racism and its systemic nature built 
over hundreds of years that has now 
impacted our very neighborhoods 
and the people in them. Carolyn F. and 
Amanda pointed out the analysis tool 
that was used throughout the 3 days 
and its potential for usefulness in our 
HH business and the value of creating 
spaces where all have a voice and feel 
welcome (from art spaces to book clubs 
featuring works for people of color to 
general community involvement, etc.). 
Barbara pointed out the timeliness of 
the workshop and our own long-range 
planning exercises and the need for 
intentionality in our plans and actions 
moving forward.
Land Use:  Wayne N. reported that 
he is now receiving regular reports 
from the City on the various zoning 
permits issued to HH properties and 
noted that most are pretty routine 
(rental certifications, new roofs, etc). 
He noticed that a few requests for fire 
pit permits have been submitted and 
was glad to know that those do need 
approval before installation/use. He 
asked staff to organize a meeting with 
our Code Administrator assigned to 
our neighborhood just as an intro 
and orientation for himself.  Amanda 
agreed to set this up. 
Wayne asked if there was any info 
from Spectrum yet about what they 
plan to do with their recent purchase 
of the house located at 324 Prospect 
NE. Barbara reported that her question 
to them had not been addressed but 
she will revisit it with them during a 
monthly meeting next week. Maria Z. 
S. offered that it would be very difficult 
if not unlikely that the HPC would 
approve something like demolition for 
use as a parking lot or anything drastic 
like that.
 Wayne reported that there is a delay in 
materials to complete the playground 
at Pleasant Park with a new completion 
date of mid-July.  He also called the 
Parks dept to point out a demolished/
vandalized picnic table at Pleasant 
Park and was assured it’d be removed 
promptly and replaced. 
Discussion also ensued about the 
pilot e-scooter program and notice 
made that it has not launched at 
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reminded the members that National 
Night Out/Annual Picnic is coming 
up in August and the City needs us to 
submit a form if we want to reserve 
any GRPD or GRFD representatives as 
a means to connect with community 
and promote safety. The Community 
Engagement Committee will meet, 
discuss, and make a recommendation 
to staff on what the Aug 3 event should 
look like.
Amanda C. provided an update on 
the traffic box project. Rich A. and 
Amanda joined a neighbor volunteer 
in a presentation to the city’s art 
commission sharing plans to cover 
up to a dozen traffic boxes with art 
by local talents using paint that is 
resistant to graffiti. The concept was 
well-received and the commission 
awaits specific samples from the artists 
before moving forward with execution. 
Jeff inquired how the call-for-entry 
was implemented and Amanda said 
it was announced in the Herald 
which reaches every household in 
the neighborhood as well as emailed 
to various relevant artist networks.  
Another member asked why “Gardens” 
was selected as an overall theme 
versus a social commentary of some 
sort since art is often an expression of 
commentary. Rich offered that public 
art is generally restricted from making 
such commentary and this is a public 
project.
Suzanne D. provided a big “thank you” 
to Rich, Wendy, Sarah, and Wayne 
for serving as organizers and HHA 
“ambassadors” on the recent walking 
tours that have proven to be quite 
popular
New Business:  Maria Z. S. asked the 
member if they wanted to cancel the 
June board meeting due to the business 
of  Garden Tour. Traditionally, the board 
doesn’t meet in May due to Home Tour. 
Wayne suggested that we continue with 
our June meeting as scheduled and 
there was general agreement.
Discussion at the June, 2021 Heritage 
Hill Association Board Meeting included:
Treasurers Report: The board’s 
feedback on the updated/streamlined 
monthly fiscal report was generally 
positive. The staff noted that all is on 
track for ending the year on budget but 
the Garden Tour may put association 

The Heritage Hill Association
126 College S.E. 
Grand Rapids, MI 49503 
616-459-8950    
Facebook: @heritagehill
Instagram: @heritagehillassociation 
Hours: 9 am - 5 pm, Mon. - Thurs. 
Voicemail available for after-hours messages. 
EMAIL:  heritage@heritagehillweb.org 
WEBSITE:  www.heritagehillweb.org

Purpose: 
The purpose of the Heritage Hill Association is to 
provide neighbors a way of collectively building a 
healthy, historically preserved community in which 
people can  live and  work in a secure and stable 
environment.

Office Staff: 
Barbara Draughon, Executive Director 
Maria Zache Starkey, Office Manager

The Heritage Hill Association Board of Directors: 
President 
**Wendy Verhage Falb, Cherry SE 
Vice President
**Suzanne De Haan, Prospect SE
Treasurer 
*James Scozzari, Prospect SE
Secretary
*Richard App, Madison SE

**Wesley Beck, Fountain NE
*Jeremy Czubko, Morris SE
*Amy DeMott, Paris SE
*Jeffrey Fawcett, Cherry St SE 
*Carolyn Ferrari (appt), Prospect Ave SE
*Laura Joyce, Morris SE
Kurt MacDonald, Trinity Health (appointed)
Jordan Meagher, Cherry St SE (appointed)
*Abigail Larimer, Prospect SE
*Wayne Norlin, Morris Ave SE

*1st Term 
** 2nd Term

The Heritage Hill Association Board of Directors meets 
at 7pm the third Wednesday of each month via Zoom 
(during COVID). The meetings are open to the public. 
Please contact the office at heritage@heritagehillweb.
org or 616-459-8950 for access codes for any upcoming 
meeting.

Heritage Hill Association Contacts:
Finance: James Scozzari
Newsletter: Barbara Draughon
Preservation: Rhonda Baker
Traffic and Parking: 
Zoning: Wayne Norlin
Home Tour: Suzanne De Haan
Home Tour
    Sponsorship: Barbara Draughon
Social Media: Barbara Draughon
State Street: Barbara Droughon
Block Issues: 

The Heritage Hill Association provides information and 
encourages neighbor participation to keep Heritage  
Hill safe and vital. This community organizing engages 
neighbors to work on issues that arise. As an association 
of neighbors, we have a strong voice but we have no 
regulatory authority.

The GR Historic Preservation Commission regulates 
the City’s Preservation Ordinance. Applications and 
approvals are needed from this city department 
before beginning any exterior work or repairs. 
Contact 456-3451 or rbaker@grcity.org.

The Heritage Herald - Circulation 4,800
 
The Heritage Herald is published by the Heritage Hill 
Association Board of Directors six times a year (bi-
monthly).  The views and opinions expressed are not 
necessarily those of the Board of Directors. We reserve 
the right to edit.  Address correspondence to The 
Heritage Herald, 126 College SE, Grand Rapids, MI 49503.

Typography & Printing:  Storr Printing Services, Inc.
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126 College S.E.
Grand Rapids, MI 49503
616-459-8950    Fax: 616-459-2409
Hours: 9 am - 5 pm, Mon. - Thurs.
Voicemail available for after-hours messages.
EMAIL:  heritage@heritagehillweb.org
WEBSITE:  www.heritagehillweb.org

Purpose:
The purpose of the Heritage Hill Association is to 
provide neighbors a way of collectively building a 
healthy, historically preserved community in which 
people can  live and  work in a secure and stable 
environment.

Office Staff:
Barbara Draughon, Executive Director
Amanda Cormier, Public Safety
Maria Zache Starkey, Office Manager

The Heritage Hill Association Board of Directors
President
**Wendy Verhage Falb, Cherry SE
Vice President
*Suzanne De Haan, Prospect SE
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* 1st Term
** 2nd Term

The Heritage Hill Association Board of Directors meets at 
7pm the third Wednesday of each month via Zoom (during 
COVID). The meetings are open to the public. Please contact 
the office at heritage@heritagehillweb.org or 616-459-8950 
for access codes for any upcoming meeting.

Heritage Hill Association Contacts:
Finance:   James Scozzari
Newsletter:   Barbara Draughon
Preservation: Rhonda Baker
Traffic and Parking: Amanda Cormier
Zoning: Wayne Norlin
Home Tour: Suzanne De Haan
Home Tour
    Sponsorship: Barbara Draughon
Social Media: Barbara Draughon
State Street: Barbara Draughon
Block Issues: Amanda Cormier

The Heritage Hill Association provides information and 
encourages neighbor participation to keep Heritage 
Hill safe and vital. This community organizing engages 
neighbors to work on issues that arise. As an association 
of neighbors, we have a strong voice but we have no 
regulatory authority.

The GR Historic Preservation Commission regulates 
the City’s Preservation Ordinance. Applications and 
approvals are needed from this city department 
before beginning any exterior work or repairs. 
Contact 456-3451 or rbaker@grcity.org.

The Heritage Herald - Circulation 4,800
The Heritage Herald is published by the Heritage Hill 
Association Board of Directors six times a year (bi-monthly).  
The views and opinions expressed are not necessarily 
those of the Board of Directors. We reserve the right to 
edit.  Address correspondence to The Heritage Herald, 126 
College SE, Grand Rapids, MI 49503.

Typography & Printing:  Storr Printing Services, Inc.

The Heritage Hill Association This and That
By Barbara Draughon, Executive Director

Garden Tour. A big shout out to 
everyone for helping make our 2021 
Garden Tour a success. We appreciate 
Elders’ Helpers, Peter Abertini Realty 
Group, Martha’s Vineyard and ALL of 
our sponsors for helping us surpass 
our revenue goals! The selection of 
beautiful gardens and welcoming 
hosts might only have been surpassed 
by such appreciative guests who were 
not bothered by the rains (and maybe 
a little wind… and some thunder). 
Gardeners are a hardy group with 
umbrellas and ponchos at the ready! 
And we can’t thank enough the 
artisan vendors who stuck it out with 
us at Pleasant Park. The rain was 
offset enough by bouts of sunshine 
to still lure shoppers and made it 
worthwhile for the vendors who sold 
everything from mini-terrariums 
to ceramic garden art. Nearly 75 
volunteers helped with the planning 
and day-of implementation and are 
held in the highest esteem in our 
books. It takes a village and it’s a fine 
village we have in Heritage Hill! 

Vaccination Clinic. Seeds of 
Promise is partnering with the Kent 

County Health Department, Great 
Giant Supermarket, and Grand Rapids 
PROACTIVE to provide a free, walk-up 
vaccination clinic at 1226 Madison 
SE in the Great Giant Supermarket 
parking lot. No registration is needed. 
The mobile clinic will be available 
every Thursday in July (starting July 
8th) from 1 pm-3 pm.

Call for articles. The Heritage 
Herald is your newsletter: for you, 
about you, and by you. If you have 
any news, home projects, or know of 
neighbors doing good things in the 
neighborhood that you think might be 
of interest to other neighbors, please 
let us know. We’ve had favorable 
responses to these recent stories 
which all give Heritage Hill a sense 
of community. We can’t guarantee 
we will publish every idea, but we 
certainly want to hear from you. 

Call for volunteers. As we’ve 
mentioned, it takes a village. If you 
are interested in volunteering with 
HHA, please let us know! Whether 
you want to help plan any of our 
annual special events or you have an 

Gary Rajah • Financial Advisor

616-984-6050
invest@grajah.com • www.grajah.com

We provide 
financial plans 
based on your 
goals, and seek to 
PROTECT WHAT 
YOU LOVE with 
appropriate levels of 
risk management. 

SCAN ME!

Securities offered through Securities America, Inc., Member FINRA/SIPC. Advisory 
services offered through Securities America Advisors, Inc. Rajah Asset Management and 
Securities America are separate entities.

by Barbara Draughon, Executive Director

Courtesy of the Community 
Engagement Committee of the 
Heritage Hill Association, our guided 
walking tours are BACK by popular 
demand! We’ve partnered again with 
Caroline Cook of GR Running Tours 
to bring us several walking tours 
themed by the upcoming seasons:

•	 Sept 19 and 20 @ 6pm: Fulton St. 
Graveyard Walking Tour. 

•	 October 19 and 27 @ 6pm: 
Haunted Heritage Hill Walking 
Tour. 

•	 Dec. 13 @ 6pm: Heritage Hill 
Holiday Lights Walking Tour.

Tickets are $15/each and will be 
available on EventBrite. Find 
the link on our web page at www.
heritagehilleweb.org  Tour meet-
up locations will be provided upon 
completion of purchase.  

BOO! As Halloween gets closer, 
HHA will use social media and email 
to get the word out about “trunk-
or-treat” activities being planned at 
Pleasant Park for youngsters. We will 
join with our neighbors near Pleasant 
Park to provide goodies and even 

a costume parade for the kiddoes! 
Stay tuned for more info by following 
us on Facebook @heritagehill or 
Instagram @heritagehillassociation 

State Street Planning. The city 
has embarked on a re-design of 
State Street between Lafayette 
and Madison. The purpose is to 
insure that all legal users may safely, 
comfortably and conveniently move 
along and across streets. The project 
includes:

•	 Replacing the brick with new 
brick pavers

•	 Upgrading sidewalk and curb 
ramps

•	 Replacing water main and lead 
service lines

•	 Maintaining the on-street parking 
lane on the south side of the 
street and remove the parking 
lane on the north side. 

•	 Installing bicycle lanes on both 
sides of the street.

•	 Planting new street trees. 
•	 Installing public bicycle parking 

Construction is planned to begin in 
spring 2023.
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This and That Tell Me About It!

(Cont’d on page 4)

The City of Grand Rapids’ Historic Preservation Office held its 
annual Historic Preservation Awards this summer and Green 
Property Management’s work at Heritage Hill’s very own 
Oakwood Apartments (547 Cherry St.) was recognized in the 
category, “Outstanding Preservation Project by a Group.”  We 
thought neighbors would like to read a bit about the project 
from the insider’s point of view and we asked co-owner 
Martin Green to… well, tell us about it!
Heritage Hill Association: What do you like about 
Oakwood’s location in Heritage Hill? What benefits has it 
brought you and/or the tenants?  

Martin Green: Our residents really 
love the charm and appeal of the 
Heritage Hill community.  We’re 
able to attract residents who prefer 
the historical neighborhood feel, 
but are close enough to downtown 
to walk or bike to the restaurants 
and culture. Green Property 
Management enjoys having a 
satellite office in the building so 
that they can stay in touch with the 
community activities.
HHA:  Please tell us a bit about 
what you know about the building’s 
history, architectural style, etc.  
MG: The Oakwood is arguably 
Grand Rapids’ “Grand Dame”:  
she is the city›s oldest remaining 
apartment complex of this scale. 
Constructed between 1921 and 
1923, Oakwood is an excellent 
example of the Central Courtyard 
style of apartment building 
popularized in the early 20th 
century. The U-shape of the 
structure allowed for a central 
courtyard; but more importantly, 
it allowed for daylight and fresh air 
to enter every apartment.
In addition to its design, buildings 
like this one also afforded their 
tenants a variety of conveniences 
and the Oakwood was no exception. 
Considered the best place to live in 
Grand Rapids in the 1920s both for 
year-round and seasonal residents, 
the complex offered uniformed 
doormen, elevator operators, maid 
services, porters, barber services, 
on-site grocer and deli, cigar 
shop, newsstand, and cafeteria. It 
was so popular that theaters and 
traveling acting troupes would 
retain apartments at the Oakwood 
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Tell Me About It (Cont’d from page 3)
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N e i g h b o r h o o d   P o t p o u r r i  by Amanda Cormier, Public Safety Organizer

Speeding
Thank you to everyone who responded 
to our recent survey sent to neighbors 
via our e-alert email system. We 
found that speeding vehicles on our 
neighborhood streets is a concern 
shared by a lot of folks. One way of 
measuring speeding traffic has been to 
place a speed board along streets with 

known high speed rates. The speed 
board measures vehicle speed and then 
records speed, time and amount of 
vehicles and then the data can be used 
to see if more permanent measures 
are needed. Effective July 1, 2021, 
speed board requests are now being 
handled by the Mobile GR Department 
of the City of Grand Rapids. No need to 

contact GRPD for this any longer.
Due to staffing shortages, GRPD have 
been unable to have officers enforce 
speeding as they have in the past. The 
speed board can be requested via 311 
(call 311 or download City of GR 311 
app). I can help organize getting a 
large order of “slow down” signs that 
residents can purchase to put in their 
yards, especially folks who live near 
parks where kids are often crossing. 
Please reach out to me if interested!
Vehicle Thefts Continue 
Stolen Vehicles have been on the 
increase nationwide, including right 
here in Grand Rapids. Vehicles are both 
stolen from and recovered in Heritage 
Hill so help do your part to prevent 
vehicle theft. Never leave your car 
running while unoccupied and always 
take your keys and valuables with you 
when you exit. It only takes a moment 
for someone to see a running vehicle 
and then take off with it.
GRPD has also found that stolen 
vehicles are being used during cell 
phone store break-ins and other 
activities. Gas stations, laundromats, 
convenience stores, anywhere it’s a 
quick trip in and out is a target for 
people to sit and watch for running 
vehicles. Lock it up every time! Owners 
of stolen vehicles often report that 
they are leaving their keys inside the 
vehicle….Please take your keys with 
you.
Stolen Purses
Be aware that purses/small handheld 
bags being taken from cars and 
shopping carts at stores. Take it with 
you when you’re shopping and keep it 
with you at all times. I know there are 
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Remember Heritage Hill 
Property Owners:
There is a City Preservation Ordinance that 
governs all exterior changes, repairs and/
or additions to Heritage Hill properties. 
Call the Grand Rapids Historic Preservation 
Commission at 456-3451 for information 
on approvals. You can access the application 
form at the City’s website, www.ci.grand-
rapids.mi.us at the Planning Department 
section or at the Heritage Hill 
Association’s
www.heritagehillweb.org. 
This ordinance applies to all 
exterior changes, repairs, and/
or additions to your home and 
property.  Items such as doors 
and windows including storms, 
yard structures, driveway and 
sidewalk approaches, and 
fences do need HPC approvals.

From the Desk of . . . . Sweet House Foundation
The Heritage Hill Association asked our neighbors at the historic Sweet House to tell us 
more about their mission.  
A beautiful mansion with magnolia 
trees nestled on either side of the 
front entry sits on the corner of 
Fulton Street and Lafayette Avenue. 
This house was built in the mid-
1860s by Martin Luther Sweet who 
was a Grand Rapids trailblazer. He 
became the mayor of Grand Rapids 
in 1860.  In 1861, he also bought the 
failing Old National Bank which he 
made successful. This bank was the 
local root of first Old Kent Bank and 
now Fifth Third Bank. Sweet also 
founded the elegant Sweet’s Hotel, 
which became the Pantlind Hotel, and 
is now the Amway Grand Plaza. After 
Sweet’s death, his home was sold to 
Ottokar Malek and used as a music 
school. After that, this grand old 
home became a second-rate boarding 
house. In 1927, the Women’s City 
Club purchased the Sweet House for 

their Clubhouse. 
The Club made 
renovations, 
expanded the 
kitchen, and added 
a dining room and 
auditorium.
The Sweet House 
Foundation was 
created in 2005 
with the purpose 
of raising funds to 
preserve the history 
and architecture 
of the House. In 
2018, the Women’s 
City Club moved 
from the Sweet 
House, but the 
Foundation remains. This historic 
mansion exudes timeless charm as 
an event venue and meeting place for 
Foundation members.
The Sweet House Foundation is 
currently offering a 15% discount 
on annual membership dues for 
Heritage Hill residents when you join 
the Foundation, just mention this 
article! For additional information 

regarding membership, email us at 
sweethousegr@gmail.com or call 
616.459.5484.
We enjoy being part of the Heritage 
Hill neighborhood and hope to see 
you at the Sweet House soon.   
Submitted by: 
Sue Pemberton, General Manager
Sweet House Foundation

First Park Congregational Church
United Church of Christ

10 East Park Place NE
Grand Rapids, MI 49503

616 - 459 - 3203
www.parkchurchgr.org

No matter who you 
are or where you are 
on life’s journey, you 
are welcome here!

Worship with us
 Sunday at 10:30am

Located in the heart 
of downtown, next to 
Veterans Park and the 

Public Library

An Open and
Affirming Congregation

CALL TODAY - 616.454.8305
500 Cherry Street SE, Grand Rapids

www.eldershelpers.com
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Medication Management

Mention this ad and receive 1 FREE hour of care!
Buy 2 hours of care, and get an additional hour FREE!

for visiting celebrities, the most 
famous of which was Spencer 
Tracy. 
As society moved away from urban 
living, services were cut from 
the complex and rents lowered 
to attempt to maintain as much 
occupancy as possible. As a result, 
maintenance levels dropped and 
areas of the complex became tired 
and worn out. Green Property 
Management purchased the 
complex in 2015 and we created a 
plan of action to breathe new life 
into the structure and the site. We 
undertook full general maintenance 
of the structure, including such 
things as storm windows, roof 
repairs and masonry repairs. The 
updates to all common spaces on 
the interior and total renovation 
of the courtyard including 
restoration of the historic fountain 
and surrounding reflecting pool 
had the biggest visual impacts. In 
addition, we have returned some 
of the ancillary uses to the complex 
through the leasing of commercial 
and office space in the lower level 
and even providing for restaurant 
use again.
HHA: We all know that no capital 
project goes as planned! What were 

some of the biggest surprises you 
encountered as the renovations 
progressed?   
MG: We didn’t realize just how 
well-built the Oakwood was 
when we acquired it.  The walls 
are meant to be fire-proof and 
sound-proof, and it took us a while 
to figure out how to access the 
plumbing and electrical within 
the walls.  At times we’ve had 
to use a jackhammer! Before air 
conditioning, residents would use 
cross ventilation to keep the units 
fresh and airy. Taking window 
units out and adding AC in a non-
intrusive way was a challenge but 
the result gave a better curbside 
appearance of yesteryear.
HHA:  What is your vision for 
Oakwood and its future?  
MG: The Oakwood will always be a 
building in transition.  Eventually 
we’d love to incorporate solar and 
other technologies to improve 
the efficiency of our utilities and 
reduce our carbon impact. We also 
love the fact that The Commons 
Restaurant and Barre Code fitness 
studio are such great amenities to 
our residents and the community.  
We look forward to welcoming 
our newest tenant in September/

October, GR Massage Life.
HHA:  Any advice for others who 
are embarking on a renovation of a 
historic building?  
MG: Work closely with the Historic 
Preservation Commission to 
be clear on the best practices 
for carrying out your planned 
improvements.  We’d highly 
recommend conducting an energy 
audit to figure out where you 
should concentrate your efforts to 
reduce utility costs. If you think 
your cost will be x, plan on triple x. 
Try your best to bring the building 
to what is historically correct even 
if it costs more. It’s worth it!
HHA: Where can we learn more? 
MG: Feel free to stop by, see a few 
pictures, and read a little about 
the history that is on the wall just 
outside the office.



5

Please consider making a 
contribution to help make us a 
stronger neighborhood.
Here is what Heritage Hill 
Association does!
• We build community through 

events such as the Annual 
National Night Out Picnic, 
Yard Sales Day, walking tours, 
and the Annual Meeting & 
Holiday Gathering. With your 
help, this year we added a 
welcome reception for our 
newest neighbors at Madison 
Lofts, Halloween goodies at 
Pleasant Park, Shakespeare 
101 performance at Pleasant 
Park, and First Wednesdays 
Happy Hours. Let’s build MORE 
community in 2023!

• Our Neighborhood Improvement 
program activates neighbors 
to resolve housing, zoning 
and traffic & parking issues in 
Heritage Hill. In 2022, we worked 
on traffic calming issues on our 
streets, raised awareness among 
neighbors of state legislation 
pertaining to short term rentals, 
and continued work with 
other stakeholders and various 
departments within the city to 
innovate solutions that increase 
quality of life. Let’s do MORE to 
improve the quality of life in 2023!

• The HHA Public Safety 
program works with neighbors, 
businesses and the Grand Rapids 
Police and Fire Departments 
to keep our homes and blocks 
safer. This year, we worked 
with local commercial and 
residential entities to foster 
“Crime Prevention Through 
Environmental Design,” made 
available yard signs to remind 
neighbors of fireworks safety, 
and completed our work with 
volunteers and artists to add 
artwork to traffic boxes deterring 
vandalism.  Let’s work to make 

our streets and homes SAFER in 
2023!

• HHA connects neighbors 
via important alerts and 
neighborhood news via email, 
our website, social media, 
and newsletters to keep you 
up-to-date and active in our 
neighborhood. Let’s get the 
WORD out in 2023!

You can help!  Consider making 
an automatic monthly donation 
via PayPal or contact your bank 

Heritage Hill is a unique, vibrant community.

We have BIG plans for 2023!
But we need your help to make them happen.

for autopay options. You can use 
the donation form below or make 
your contribution via credit card 
or PayPal at our website www.
heritagehillweb.org.  Donations are 
tax deductible as directed by your 
current tax situation.

Please give what you can to 
this united effort of creating a 
Heritage Hill neighborhood where 
you, your family, and friends want 
to thrive.

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 
For the 2023 support of the Heritage Hill Association, I pledge: 

___ $25     ___ $35       ___  50       ___  $75       ___ $100     ___  $250  ___$500  ___ Other $ _________    

Name    _____________________________________________________________________________ 

Address  _____________________________________________________________________________ 

Phone   ________________________ Email ________________________________________________ 

Please return this form and check to: HHA, 126 College SE, Grand Rapids, MI  49503  
Or scan to heritage@heritagehillweb.org. Or pledge online:   www.heritagehillweb.org    
Contact us with questions at 616‐459‐8950 or heritage@heritagehillweb.org 

Check here         if you’d like to be added to our email blasts to be informed of time‐sensitive issues,  
including public safety concerns or special events. Please be sure to provide your email address above. 
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Board Notes (Cont’d from pg 15)

Bylsma Painting Company
Excellence since 1972

Rick Bylsma has given presentations to Historic Societies, Old House Expo 
events, and to the Michigan Historic Preservation Network.

Some of our projects:
 Frank Lloyd Wright/Meyer May – Steelcase – Grand Rapids, MI
 Frank Lloyd Wright Studio/Amberg home - Grand Rapids, MI
 Gibson Restaurant/Mangiamo’s - Grand Rapids, MI
 Voigt House – Grand Rapids Public Museum - Grand Rapids, MI
 Senator William Alden Smith Estate – Grand Rapids, MI
 Hackley and Hume Estate – Muskegon County Museum, MI
 St. Marks Church – Grand Rapids, MI
 First Methodist Church – Grand Rapids, MI
 Westminster Presbyterian Church – Grand Rapids, MI
 Reagan Marketing – Grand Rapids, MI
 Wealthy Street Theater – Grand Rapids, MI
 Graham Home – Lowell Museum, MI
 Women’s City Club – Grand Rapids, MI

No one in Michigan has more experience, expertise, or volume 
of projects in restoration painting.

616-308-8849
www.bylsmapainting.com

Midtown CraftsMidtown Craftsmenmen
The old house experts.

6 1 6 . 2 4 5 . 5 9 7 0   |   w w w . m t c r e s t o r a t i o n . c o m 

ahead in revenue for the year. June 
is last month of 2021 Community 
Development Block Grant monies from 
city.  The 2022 fiscal year for CDBG 
allocations begins July 1.  Some board 
members suggested that we explore 
with the Finance Committee the pros/
cons/logic of moving our fiscal year 
to align with that of one of our biggest 
funders (HUD/CGBD). 
Staff Reports: Amanda has been 
exploring ways to address speeding 
and littering problems in the 
neighborhood, including yard signs 
to remind drivers to slow down. She 
solicited thoughts from the board on 
creating a Public Safety Committee and 
received general support of the idea.  
Per board request, she will check if 
other neighborhood associations have 
such a group. 
Land Use:  WOOD-TV is proposing a 
gated fence deterring unauthorized 
entry to their (and Heritage Hill 
Association office) property.  Brief 
discussion ensued about how 
keyed access impacts our work as a 
neighborhood association accessible 
to the public and the perception of 
being behind a locked gate. The board 
suggested to wait and see what the 
design plans are and then determine 
how it will affect entry to the office.
Administration:  As it relates to WOOD-
TV fencing proposal, decisions as to 
an office move – if necessary - will be 
discussed at a later date.
Garden Tour:  Planning is going well.  
About 15 – 20 vendor/artisan booths 
are contracted for the park.  A food 
truck has been secured to sell from a 
resident’s driveway.  Already more than 
$15,000 raised in sponsorship monies.  
Ticket sales have been good.  Karen Coy 
has been handling multi promotional/
PSA spots in support of the event.  
Neighborhood newcomer, Denise Cook, 
has been managing the Pleasant Park 
Marketplace portion of the event.
Community Engagement:  National 
Night Out will take place on August 3.
New Business: Rich App noted that 
the Mayor signed a new proclamation 
announcing this day as the celebration 
of 616 Day in Grand Rapids (June 16 = 
6/16).
If you would like an item placed on the 

Board agenda, please call the HHA office 
at 459-8950 before 4:00 p.m. of the second 
WEDNESDAY of the month. If you would 
like to address the Board regarding an 
agenda item, public comment is taken at the 
beginning of each meeting. For non-agenda 

items, public comment is taken at the end of 
each meeting. Typically, Board meetings run 
from 7:00 p.m. until 8:30 p.m.
If you would like to receive monthly Board 
agendas via email, please email us your 
request (heritage@heritagehillweb.org)
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Some neighbors made Heritage 
Hill Association aware some recent 
passings and even shared some 
memories of long time residents 
who will be missed:

Fred Lewis (Jan 16, 1929 – May 3, 
2021), long time resident of Heritage 
Hill, passed away peacefully at his 
home after a battle with cancer.  He 
is survived by his daughter Odessa 
Lewis, his brother Henry Allen Lewis, 
and loving friend Dorothy Douston. 
Fred lived at 535 Madison SE for 42 
years.
You may remember him from his spot 
on the porch, catching a breeze, and 
saying hello to the neighbors and 
people passing by.  He had a sweet 
friendship with his landlord’s boxer, 
Ms. Betty White, and of course her 
owner Liz.
Fred was a World War II Veteran.  
After he retired, he spent many years 
delivering for Meals on Wheels. He 
was a kind and generous man, and 
will be missed. 

Kay Courtney (July 28, 1934 – May 4, 
2021) passed away peacefully after 
an extended struggle with cancer 
and the residual effects of a stroke.  
She was born in Indianapolis IN 
and studied journalism at Indiana 
University.  She later married and had 
two children, Jim and Claire.  
In 1960 Kay relocated to Michigan 
where she worked as an editor before 
moving to Grand Rapids to become 
a residential real estate broker, and 
later establishing Kay Courtney & 
Associates.  She found her passion in 
real estate and particularly loved and 
appreciated historic homes.  Kay was 
known for her ethics, assertiveness, 

knowledge, and as an inspiring 
mentor to many realtors until her 
retirement in 2016 at the age of 82!
It is well known that Kay deeply 
loved her adopted home town of 
Grand Rapids as she was a long-time 
resident of Heritage Hill, a steadfast 
patron of the arts, and a generous 
contributor to many community 
developments.  Neighbor Liz Klinzing 
says, “If you live in Heritage Hill, there 
is a good chance Kay was involved in 
selling your house at some time.  She 
was referred to as the ‘Queen of the 
Hill’, and worked tirelessly to help 
people get into a beautiful old home.  
And it did not stop there.  She had a 
list of people that specialized in the 
restoration of historic homes, and 
would generously provide help and 
advice to homeowners.  She would 
invite you in to chat, share advice, and 
admire her beautiful home.  She was 
one tough cookie, but the people that 
loved her knew she had a heart of 
gold.  She was an icon in the Hill.  Her 
many loyal friends here will miss her 
dearly. ” 

Obituaries

Big Thanks to
our recent 

Contributors
Kristen and Ken Bauer

Kerry and Mitch Baldwin
Jeffrey Fawcett

Jay Grayson
Mitchell Hagerup
Kathleen Kirsch

Jim Payne & Char Kruzich
Don Smalligan &

Mary Kenyon
Shahin & Jeni Taheri

Tom & Chris Truesdale

HOMES WANTED FOR HOME TOUR 2023!
The Home Tour Committee is currently recruiting houses for the 
AnnuaL Weekend Tour of Homes on May 20 & 21, 2023!  

Is your home just the way you want it? Do you need a reason to 
complete projects or start a new one? Did you just complete a 
renovation project and you want to shout it from the rooftop? 
Then, we think it’s time to put your home on the tour!  

You and your home will be in great hands with seasoned 
volunteers guiding each step. You control what tour-goers 
experience and are key to providing the welcoming environment 
for visitors of Heritage Hill. 

Please call or email the office to learn more - Heritage@
heritagehillweb.org, 616-459-8950. Thank You!

The HHA team – Maria Zache Starkey, Office Manager (left); Amanda Cormier, 
Public Safety Organizer (center); Barbara Draughon, Executive Director (right)
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Thank You to our
Donors for Keeping 
us Going! 

Ken & Kristin Bauer
Dave DeJonge
Jeffrey Fawcett
Linda Gill
Eileen Gould
Jay Grayson
Mitchell Hagerup
Kathleen Kirsch
Jim Payne & Char Kruzich
Craig Nobbelin & Mei Chow
Michelle and Tom Sinas
Shahin & Jeni Taheri
Tom & Chris Truesdale

CALL TODAY - 616.454.8305
500 Cherry Street SE, Grand Rapids

www.eldershelpers.com

Home Health Care
Homemaking Services

Registered Nurse Services
Safety Button

Medication Management

Mention this ad and receive 1 FREE hour of care!
Buy 2 hours of care, and get an additional hour FREE!

Welcome to First 
Church in the heart 
of Grand Rapids - a 
progressive Christian 
community of faith 
that is inclusive and 
affirming of ALL people. 

We look forward to 
connecting with you 
online! 

GRFUMC.org I facebook.com/
GrandRapidsFUMC 

First United Methodist Church 
227 Fulton St E • Grand Rapids 

Please remember us when your apartment needs renters. Your dollars not only find 
you tenants but also support the programs of the Heritage Hill Association! You can 
list your apartment right at the website or stop by the HHA office. We welcome you!

Heritage Hill Apartment Rental and Home Sales Listings
All sizes and prices -- Spread the word!!!

HERITAGEHILLWEB.ORG

The Heritage Hill Association publishes available apartments.
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(Cont’d from page 5)

Are you passionate about making a 
difference locally? Would you like 
a job that has a part-time, flexible 
schedule? You could help shape the 
future of Heritage Hill by improving 
the quality of life and safety for our 
residents as our next Community 
Organizer!
You will work closely with the 
HHA staff, board, and volunteers to 

HHA Community Organizer Position is OPEN!
equitably engage residents, business 
owners, city agencies, and other 
stakeholders in initiatives to promote 
Heritage Hill safety and stability 
through awareness campaigns, 
door-to-door flyering, meetings, 
e-alerts, newsletter articles, etc. Your 
efforts will empower residents to 
identify neighborhood challenges and 
create strategies that contribute to 
resolutions.

To be successful in this role you will 
have:
•	 Exceptional people skills with 

the ability to advocate for and 
collaborate with a wide range of 
community stakeholders from 
varying backgrounds and life 
experiences.

•	 Passion for increasing equity, 
grassroots community 
organizing, and making a 
difference in the Heritage Hill 
community.

•	 Superb record keeping skills 
and attention to quarterly 
performance reports to various 
grantors and city agencies. 

•	 Experience using social media 
and event websites to balance 
grassroots outreach efforts.

The day-to-day work involves:
•	 Maintaining productive working 

relationships with the GR Police 
Department, GR Fire Department, 
Planning/Zoning Commission, 
Historic Preservation Office, 
as well as peers at other 
neighborhood associations. 

•	 Responding to inquiries from 
and maintaining constructive 
communications (phone, email) 
with Heritage Hill residents and 
businesses to achieve goals.

•	 Representing HHA at various city-
sponsored meetings.

The schedule for this position is 
flexible with the ability to complete 
tasks both from our office and 
remotely upon completion of the 
probationary period. It is expected 
that the responsibilities of this 
position will take approximately 15 
hours per week, with opportunities 
at key points of the year for more 
hours. The selected candidate will 
need to pass required background 
checks administered by the GR Police 
Department and attend required 
trainings provided by the GR Police 
Department.  

CONTACT HHA TODAY FOR MORE 
INFO!  616-459-8950 or HERITAGE@
HERITAGEHILLWEB.ORG
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Thank You to our
Donors for Keeping 
us Going! 

Ken & Kristin Bauer
Dave DeJonge
Jeffrey Fawcett
Linda Gill
Eileen Gould
Jay Grayson
Mitchell Hagerup
Kathleen Kirsch
Jim Payne & Char Kruzich
Craig Nobbelin & Mei Chow
Michelle and Tom Sinas
Shahin & Jeni Taheri
Tom & Chris Truesdale

CALL TODAY - 616.454.8305
500 Cherry Street SE, Grand Rapids

www.eldershelpers.com

Home Health Care
Homemaking Services

Registered Nurse Services
Safety Button

Medication Management

Mention this ad and receive 1 FREE hour of care!
Buy 2 hours of care, and get an additional hour FREE!

Welcome to First 
Church in the heart 
of Grand Rapids - a 
progressive Christian 
community of faith 
that is inclusive and 
affirming of ALL people. 

We look forward to 
connecting with you 
online! 

GRFUMC.org I facebook.com/
GrandRapidsFUMC 

First United Methodist Church 
227 Fulton St E • Grand Rapids 

Please remember us when your apartment needs renters. Your dollars not only find 
you tenants but also support the programs of the Heritage Hill Association! You can 
list your apartment right at the website or stop by the HHA office. We welcome you!

Heritage Hill Apartment Rental and Home Sales Listings
All sizes and prices -- Spread the word!!!

HERITAGEHILLWEB.ORG

The Heritage Hill Association publishes available apartments.
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N e i g h b o r h o o d   P o t p o u r r i  by Amanda Cormier, Public Safety Organizer

numerous victims of this kind of theft 
out there, myself included!
Last fall, I made the decision to leave 
my purse under the passenger seat 
of my car while I went for a short 
mid-morning walk in northern Kent 
County. When I came back about 30 
minutes later, my passenger window 
was broken and my purse was gone. 
This told me that someone had to have 
been watching me to see where I put 
it as I exited. No other cars in the lot 
were damaged. I switched from using a 
purse to a waist bag, (fanny pack), or as 
I like to I call it an “adventure satchel”. 
Whatever you want to call it, my keys, 
phone and wallet are on me at all times 
now. It may not be super fashionable, 
but I can say that I do feel a lot safer 
that I won’t set it down somewhere and 
never see it again. If you’re hesitant to 
make the switch, think about keeping 
a spare adventure satchel in your car 
so that when you go to outdoor events 
or a grocery trip, you can easily throw 
your id, credit cards and other small 
valuables in there to keep them safe.
Coldbrook Creek Corner

The Coldbrook Creek Community 
recently reached out to us and wanted 
to share some information about the 
watershed as it affects the north end of 
our neighborhood (roughly bordered 
by Fountain, Crescent, Union and 
Lafayette).
The Coldbrook Creek Community 
recently participated in an LGROW 
event by cleaning up debris from 
around storm drains.  Stormwater 
flows directly into Coldbrook Creek 
without being treated, and from there 
it flows into the Grand River and 

eventually Lake Michigan. The result is 
the possibility of added pollution and 
sediment to our local waterways. For 
more information on how you can help 
with stormwater runoff, or to adopt 
nearby drains to keep clean, visit www.
lgrow.org/stormwater.  Remember: the 
water connects us.
Coldbrook Creek originates in the 

wetlands around Reeds Lake in EGR 
and from there flows into the Grand 
River in downtown GR.  The mission 
of the Coldbrook Creek Community 
is to promote education, protect the 
environment and provide enjoyment of 
this watershed.  To become involved or 
for more information please visit www.
lgrow.org/coldbrook-creek, or search 
for them on Facebook.

RReessttoorraattiioonn  aanndd  rreeppaaiirr  sseerrvviicceess  ffoorr  yyoouurr                                                              
hhiissttoorriicc  wwoooodd  wwiinnddoowwss..  

((661166))444466--33550033        CChheecckk  uuss  oouutt  oonn  FFaacceebbooookk!!                

hheerriittaaggeewwiinnddoowwrreessttoorraattiioonn@@ggmmaaiill..ccoomm    

Restoration and repair services for 
your historic wood windows.

(616)446-3503
Check us out on Facebook!       

heritagewindowrestoration@gmail.com 
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PRUNING • FERTILIZATION • PEST & DISEASE MANAGEMENT • REMOVAL

YOUR TREES DESERVE THE BEST OF 
CARE ALL YEAR LONG

CALL US AT (616) 245-9449 OR VISIT BARTLETT.COM

Board Notes

$20 off  any service work

Whether you’re considering Buying or Sel ling, Let me open some doors for you!Whether you’re considering Buying or Sel ling, Let me open some doors for you!

Jeff Martin
Realtor®

616-915-2107
Jeff.Martin@CBGreatLakes.com 4488 Cascade Rd. SE

Grand Rapids, MI 49546EACH OFFICE IS INDEPENDENTLY OWNED AND OPERATED.

Discussion at the May, 2021 Heritage 
Hill Association Board Meeting included:
Staff  Reports:  Sarah asked Amanda 
C., Barbara D. and board member 
Carolyn F. to expand on the summary 

presented in the staff report about 
their experience participating in 
the 3-day immersive workshop, 
“Undoing Racism” hosted by NOBL 
with leadership by the People’s 
Institute. All agreed that it was a very 

eye-opening learning experience that 
demonstrated the institutionalization 
of racism and its systemic nature built 
over hundreds of years that has now 
impacted our very neighborhoods 
and the people in them. Carolyn F. and 
Amanda pointed out the analysis tool 
that was used throughout the 3 days 
and its potential for usefulness in our 
HH business and the value of creating 
spaces where all have a voice and feel 
welcome (from art spaces to book clubs 
featuring works for people of color to 
general community involvement, etc.). 
Barbara pointed out the timeliness of 
the workshop and our own long-range 
planning exercises and the need for 
intentionality in our plans and actions 
moving forward.
Land Use:  Wayne N. reported that 
he is now receiving regular reports 
from the City on the various zoning 
permits issued to HH properties and 
noted that most are pretty routine 
(rental certifications, new roofs, etc). 
He noticed that a few requests for fire 
pit permits have been submitted and 
was glad to know that those do need 
approval before installation/use. He 
asked staff to organize a meeting with 
our Code Administrator assigned to 
our neighborhood just as an intro 
and orientation for himself.  Amanda 
agreed to set this up. 
Wayne asked if there was any info 
from Spectrum yet about what they 
plan to do with their recent purchase 
of the house located at 324 Prospect 
NE. Barbara reported that her question 
to them had not been addressed but 
she will revisit it with them during a 
monthly meeting next week. Maria Z. 
S. offered that it would be very difficult 
if not unlikely that the HPC would 
approve something like demolition for 
use as a parking lot or anything drastic 
like that.
 Wayne reported that there is a delay in 
materials to complete the playground 
at Pleasant Park with a new completion 
date of mid-July.  He also called the 
Parks dept to point out a demolished/
vandalized picnic table at Pleasant 
Park and was assured it’d be removed 
promptly and replaced. 
Discussion also ensued about the 
pilot e-scooter program and notice 
made that it has not launched at 

GRPS.ORG

40+ SCHOOLS.
ONE DISTRICT.
YOUR CHOICE.
GRPS is proud to offer the region’s largest, most 
comprehensive selection of school choices in all 
of West Michigan including neighborhood schools, 
theme schools, and more.

Enrollment@grps.org 
(616) 819-2150 

HERITAGE HILL CAMPUS

COME AS YOU ARE

In Person or Online
YouTube: Cornerstone Church Heritage Hill

ALL SERVICES

SUNDAYS @ 10AM
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N e i g h b o r h o o d  P o t p o u r r i

Gary Rajah • Financial Advisor

616-984-6050
invest@grajah.com • www.grajah.com

We provide 
financial plans 
based on your 
goals, and seek to 

with
appropriate levels of  
risk management. 

Securities offered through Securities America, Inc., Member FINRA/SIPC. Advisory  
services offered through Securities America Advisors, Inc. Rajah Asset Management and  
Securities America are separate entities.

SCAN ME!

Car Thefts
You’ve probably noticed that Grand 
Rapids has experienced a dramatic 
rise in thefts of certain vehicle 
makes and models (mostly Kias and 
Hyundais) as part of a nationwide 

trend. The GR Police Department 
is working fervently to capture the 
numerous individuals suspected in 
these crimes. In the meantime, please 
know that Heritage Hill residents have 
not been immune and we’ve seen 

nearly a dozen vehicle thefts in the 
last month. The GRPD suggests getting 
a steering wheel lock or parking your 
car in a garage when possible.
We Can All Help Prevent Suicide
Taken, in part, from 988 Suicide & 
Crisis Lifeline https://988lifeline.org/
September is National Suicide 
Prevention Month. A new 3-digit 
phone number, 988, was launched 
nationally this summer to assist 
individuals who are in a mental 
health crisis. Locally, Network 180 
will be handling all 988 calls. This 
number is not only for individuals 
feeling suicidal, but anyone in a 
mental health crisis. The text/
chat portion of this service will be 
operational in 2023. If the trained 
clinicians answering calls determine 
that additional assistance is needed, 
they will contact Network 180’s 
Mobile Crisis Response team. 
Understanding the issues concerning 
suicide and mental health is an 
important way to take part in 
suicide prevention, help others in 
crisis, and change the conversation 
around suicide. Evidence shows that 
providing support services, talking 
about suicide, reducing access to 
means of self-harm, and following up 
with loved ones are just some of the 
actions we can all take to help others. 
By offering immediate counseling to 
everyone that may need it, Network 
180 and the 988 call service provide 
invaluable support at critical times 
and connect individuals to local 
services.
October is Fire Safety Month
Provided by Michael Curtis, GR Fire 
Department
In a fire, seconds count. In a typical 
home fire, residents may have as little 
as two minutes to escape safely from 
the time the smoke alarm sounds. 
That’s why home escape planning is 
so critical in a fire situation.
An effective plan should include two 
ways out—a door and an operable 
escape window—for every sleeping 
room. The window sash must be low 
enough and unobstructed to give 
young children and the elderly access. 

Painting by Rick Bylsma and Aguirre
Excellence since 1972

Rick Bylsma has given presentations to Historic Societies, Old House Expo events, and 
to the Michigan Historic Preservation Network.

Some of our projects:
 Frank Lloyd Wright/Meyer May – Steelcase – Grand Rapids, MI
 Frank Lloyd Wright Studio/Amberg home - Grand Rapids, MI
 Gibson Restaurant/Mangiamo’s - Grand Rapids, MI
 Voigt House – Grand Rapids Public Museum - Grand Rapids, MI
 Senator William Alden Smith Estate – Grand Rapids, MI
 Hackley and Hume Estate – Muskegon County Museum, MI
 St. Marks Church – Grand Rapids, MI
 First Methodist Church – Grand Rapids, MI
 Westminster Presbyterian Church – Grand Rapids, MI
 Reagan Marketing – Grand Rapids, MI
 Wealthy Street Theater – Grand Rapids, MI
 Graham Home – Lowell Museum, MI
 Women’s City Club – Grand Rapids, MI

No one in Michigan has more experience, expertise,
or volume of projects in restoration painting.

616-900-2222
www.bylsmapainting.com
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by Barbara Draughon

A 100 year old home, with a new garage to match.

Proudly Serving Heritage Hill for 73 Years 

Overhead Door Company | 616.261.0300 | overheaddoorgr.com

N e i g h b o r h o o d  P o t p o u r r i
Windowless bedrooms, particularly 
those in basements, pose a significant 
threat to loss of life in a fire and 
should be avoided if possible.
Working smoke alarms should be 
on every level of the home, in every 
bedroom, and adjoining bedroom 
hallways.
It’s also good to clear a path to an 
outside meeting place (e.g., a tree, 
neighbor’s house, or mailbox) that’s a 
safe distance from the home.
Make sure your street number is clearly 
marked on your home and easy for the 
fire department to see. If you have a 
back alley access, consider adding your 
street number where it can be seen 
from the back, too.
GRFD’s Prevention Bureau offer these 
additional tips for developing and 
practicing a home escape plan:
•	 Draw a map of your home with 

all members of your household, 
marking two exits from each room 
and a path to the outside from 
each exit.

•	 Practice a home fire drill twice 
a year. Conduct one at night and 
one during the day with everyone 
in your home, and practice using 
different ways out.

•	 Teach children how to escape on 
their own in case you can’t help 
them.

•	 Close doors behind you as you 
leave – this may slow the spread 
of smoke, heat, and fire.

•	 Once you get outside, stay 
outside. Never go back inside a 
burning building.

Take a few minutes to create a plan for 
your family tonight.
Fireworks Yard Signs Available
Independence Day is only one holiday 
in Michigan when fireworks are 
allowed. They are allowed within the 
State of Michigan 11AM – 11:45PM on:
•	 December 31 
•	 Saturday before Memorial Day
•	 Sunday before Memorial Day 
•	 June 19
•	 June 29 to July 4 
•	 Saturday before Labor Day
•	 Sunday before Labor Day 

Additionally, fireworks are allowed 
until 1AM on January 1; fireworks are 
NOT ALLOWED on Memorial Day or 
Labor Day at any time. 
Offenders risk a $1,000 fine.
The Heritage Hill Association has a 

limited number of yard signs available 
at no cost to residents for display 
throughout the year as a reminder 
to all. Contact us at 616-459-8950 or 
heritage@heritagehillweb.org to get 
your free yard sign.
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(Continued on page 16)

Matthew Lieto, DMD

“The professionals at Heritage Hill Dental are dedicated to 
performing high quality dentistry in a comfortable

environment. Utilizing the latest technology and attending
to detail, we provide the highest standard of patient care--

the focal point of our practice.”

www.heritagehill.dental                                                   616.451.2336
255 WASHINGTON SE  •   SUITE 4   • GRAND RAPIDS MICHIGAN   49503

907 Cherry Street SE  Grand Rapids, MI 49506    www.rubiessalongr.com     616-451-4900  

Whether you’re looking for a trim or a   
whole new look, we can’t wait to develop 

and create your personal cut or style vision!  

(616) 261-0300  overheaddoorgr.com

Bring your classic home to life.

Proudly serving Heritage Hill for 72 years. 

(616) 261-0300  overheaddoorgr.com

Bring your classic home to life.

Proudly serving Heritage Hill for 72 years. 

(616) 261-0300  overheaddoorgr.com

Bring your classic home to life.

Proudly serving Heritage Hill for 72 years. 

Pleasant Park yet as expected. Various 
points were made about its potential 
for injury and traffic/pedestrian 
hazards. Questions were raised about 
who has the powers of enforcement 
(GRPD? MobileGR? The company 
itself?) Amanda reported that she has 
had conversations with GRPD and 
MobileGR and neither is enforcing 
the safety rules of the scooters. John 
suggested that without enforcement, 
there is chaos; and drivers and cyclists 
are beholden to alcohol laws, therefore 
scooter riders should be, too.  Amanda 
promised to make MobileGR aware of 
the concerns. Rich added the GRPD 
has substantial limitations right now 
and personal responsibility related 
to wearing helmets, etc. cannot be 
underestimated, as well.
Wayne asked for further info on the 
WOOD-TV proposal to the city to install 
perimeter security fencing. Staff noted 
that the station is already closely 
engaged with the Historic Preservation 
Office during the design phase to make 
sure anything proposed is within the 
guidelines of that office. The station 
confirmed last week that the design 
will include a gate at the bottom 
of the driveway that will prohibit 
pedestrian and automotive traffic alike 
from gaining entry to the property 
without key card access. Various board 
members expressed dismay at the 
decision by the station and concern for 
what message a perimeter fence could 
send to the community if the design 
leans toward imposing vs. subtle. 
Staff emphasized that this design will 
require the HHA offices to move to a 
location better suited to public access 
and will be in close communication 
with station leaders about construction 
schedules as well as designs.
Fundraising / Garden Tour:  Kate D. 
requested that members start pushing 
ticket sales for the Garden Tour. 
Board members asked for an update 
on their volunteer assignments and 
Barbara promised to communicate 
their inquiries to the Garden Tour 
committee.  Kate asked for ideas on 
donations of hand sanitizer and Sarah 
offered to inquire at the Rapid for a 
donation.  
Community Engagement:  Sarah G. 
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Thanks to all who came out National Night Out / Annual 
Picnic at Pleasant Park! South Hill and Heritage Hill 
neighbors came with lawn chairs or enjoyed the ping 
pong table and hula hoops while indulging in some free 
ice cream treats hosted by HHA neighbor Jeff Martin. 
Thanks also to all from GRPD, GRFD and leadership 
at the City of Grand Rapids for making yourselves 
available to neighbors and sharing a hot dog or a 
popsicle!
A big shout out to HHA sponsor Jeff Martin Realty for 
the donation of ice cream and popsicles, enjoyed by 
young and old alike. And few Annual Picnics at Pleasant 
Park are complete without neighbor Anthony Davis’ 
hotdogs with all the fixins’; his continued generosity is 
felt by all.

 

Antique bedroom 
suite for sale. 
Bed, dresser, & 
vanity with mirror. 
$1200 or best 
offer. 
For photos and more info, 
contact: 
elainemoore60@gmail.com 
 
 

IMPORTANT!

• DO bring photo ID to show you’re a 
Heritage Hill resident.

• DO bring the refuse to the designated 
location for collection. Do not leave trash 
at the curb. 

• DO make sure that major appliances 
(fridges, dishwashers, stoves, air 
conditioners and dehumidifiers...) are 
properly prepared (FREON FREE). 

• No Computers/TVs/electronics. These 
must be disposed of properly with an 
electronics recycler.  You can check the 
Kent County site for more information: 

• http://www.reimaginetrash.org/material/
computers-tvs-electronics/

• No yard waste or building materials will 
be accepted. No sod, tree limbs, broken 
concrete, drywall, wood, or asphalt.

• No hazardous materials such as tires, 
oil, gas, paint, hot ashes or acid will 
be accepted. For proper disposal, 
go to http://www.reimaginetrash.org/
safehomes/safechem/

• DO be prepared to unload your own 
trash. Assistance will be available to 
those who need help.

Dumpster Day
 September 24, 2022

 
HERITAGE HILL RESIDENTS 

ONLY!
8am – 12pm

COME TO:
Central Reformed Church

10 College Ave NE

Annual Picnic Thanks
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You’re Invited
Get to know neighbors while immersing yourself in one of the neighborhood’s 

most iconic homes at the very gateway to the Hill!

WHAT: Sweet House Tour & Happy Hour for Heritage Hill Neighbors.
The Sweet House Foundation has invited Heritage Hill neighbors to 
come for a tour of the home and stay for a special happy hour. The 
tour is at no cost. Stay for a cash bar and light snacks while visiting 
with neighbors! 

WHEN: Thursday, October 13, 5pm-7pm 
WHERE: Located at 254 Fulton St. E.

this Italianate home was built in the mid-1860s by Martin Sweet 
for his family: wife Desdemona and their three children –  Mattie, 
Cassius, and Frank. 

DETAILS:
Neighbors should plan to come in the front entrance on Fulton 
Street. An elevator is available via the back door entrance.  Those 
who are driving over can park in the main lot (entrance on Fulton E.). 
There is overflow parking conveniently located on Lafayette Street NE just north of Cornerstone Church.

AN ABRIDGED HISTORY:
Mr. Sweet was a merchant (flour mill) and an early Mayor of Grand Rapids. He built the four-story Sweet’s Hotel in 
1868 which eventually became the Pantlind Hotel (now the Amway Grand Plaza.) Martin Sweet died in 1905. After 
the Sweets moved away, the home had several iterations including the home of a founder of St. Cecelia’s Music 
Society and the Women’s City Club. 

HHA & Sweet House Foundation Look Forward To Seeing Everyone!
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Board Notes 
Discussion at the June 2022 Heritage 
Hill Association Board Meeting 
included:
[No board meeting was held in July 
to accommodate summer vacation 
schedules]

Guest Q&A with Adam Erber with 
The Rapid (aerber@ridetherapid.
org, 616-293-6429).
Working on 20-year transit master 
plan (Not just buses – “micro-
transportation”)
Links for “Active Commute Week” 
https://www.wmrideshare.org/
acwgr/ & https://wmsbf.org/blog/
wmsbf_events/active-commute-
week-2022/ 
Discussion included what routes 
are in Heritage Hill and comment 
that ridership is now more diverse 
(refugees and immigrants). 
Discussion included the possibility of 
cultural-diversity training for drivers, 
fall orientation for high schools 
and suggested webinars, written 
curricula for riders and drivers.
Inquiry as to how has pandemic 
affected the Rapid? Ridership at 
50% of pre-Covid levels, plastic 
shield for drivers, followed federal 
guidelines for face masks (now no 
longer required). RapidConnect 
pilot program (extends service to 
Kentwood and Walker) has been 
successful. Discussion included the 
possibility of The Rapid coordinating 
with MobilGR for the scooters and 
bikes. Suggestion for short loop 
routes serving visitors (hotel district 
to uptown, west side to the Zoo), 
smaller buses, marketing towards 
destigmatizing using public transit.
Treasurer’s Report:  Home Tour net 
revenue $15,244 over goal, Home 
Tour expenses lower than budgeted.
Committee Reports:
Executive:  HHA office location 
update from ad hoc committee. 
Board/Staff vacancies:  Two 
members have left the board – 
open to recommendations for 
replacements to finish their terms. 
Discussion about having members 
from Trinity Health as well as GRCC? 
Public Safety Organizer: Amanda 

8

Thank You to our
Donors for Keeping 
us Going! 

Ken & Kristin Bauer
Dave DeJonge
Jeffrey Fawcett
Linda Gill
Eileen Gould
Jay Grayson
Mitchell Hagerup
Kathleen Kirsch
Jim Payne & Char Kruzich
Craig Nobbelin & Mei Chow
Michelle and Tom Sinas
Shahin & Jeni Taheri
Tom & Chris Truesdale

CALL TODAY - 616.454.8305
500 Cherry Street SE, Grand Rapids

www.eldershelpers.com

Home Health Care
Homemaking Services

Registered Nurse Services
Safety Button

Medication Management

Mention this ad and receive 1 FREE hour of care!
Buy 2 hours of care, and get an additional hour FREE!

Welcome to First 
Church in the heart 
of Grand Rapids - a 
progressive Christian 
community of faith 
that is inclusive and 
affirming of ALL people. 

We look forward to 
connecting with you 
online! 

GRFUMC.org I facebook.com/
GrandRapidsFUMC 

First United Methodist Church 
227 Fulton St E • Grand Rapids 

Please remember us when your apartment needs renters. Your dollars not only find 
you tenants but also support the programs of the Heritage Hill Association! You can 
list your apartment right at the website or stop by the HHA office. We welcome you!

Heritage Hill Apartment Rental and Home Sales Listings
All sizes and prices -- Spread the word!!!

HERITAGEHILLWEB.ORG

The Heritage Hill Association publishes available apartments.
10

N e i g h b o r h o o d   P o t p o u r r i  by Amanda Cormier, Public Safety Organizer

Speeding
Thank you to everyone who responded 
to our recent survey sent to neighbors 
via our e-alert email system. We 
found that speeding vehicles on our 
neighborhood streets is a concern 
shared by a lot of folks. One way of 
measuring speeding traffic has been to 
place a speed board along streets with 

known high speed rates. The speed 
board measures vehicle speed and then 
records speed, time and amount of 
vehicles and then the data can be used 
to see if more permanent measures 
are needed. Effective July 1, 2021, 
speed board requests are now being 
handled by the Mobile GR Department 
of the City of Grand Rapids. No need to 

contact GRPD for this any longer.
Due to staffing shortages, GRPD have 
been unable to have officers enforce 
speeding as they have in the past. The 
speed board can be requested via 311 
(call 311 or download City of GR 311 
app). I can help organize getting a 
large order of “slow down” signs that 
residents can purchase to put in their 
yards, especially folks who live near 
parks where kids are often crossing. 
Please reach out to me if interested!
Vehicle Thefts Continue 
Stolen Vehicles have been on the 
increase nationwide, including right 
here in Grand Rapids. Vehicles are both 
stolen from and recovered in Heritage 
Hill so help do your part to prevent 
vehicle theft. Never leave your car 
running while unoccupied and always 
take your keys and valuables with you 
when you exit. It only takes a moment 
for someone to see a running vehicle 
and then take off with it.
GRPD has also found that stolen 
vehicles are being used during cell 
phone store break-ins and other 
activities. Gas stations, laundromats, 
convenience stores, anywhere it’s a 
quick trip in and out is a target for 
people to sit and watch for running 
vehicles. Lock it up every time! Owners 
of stolen vehicles often report that 
they are leaving their keys inside the 
vehicle….Please take your keys with 
you.
Stolen Purses
Be aware that purses/small handheld 
bags being taken from cars and 
shopping carts at stores. Take it with 
you when you’re shopping and keep it 
with you at all times. I know there are 

T H E  A R T  I S  I N  T H E  D E TA I L S

Juli S. Wemmer DDS, FAGD

Jon C. Feinauer  DDS

455 Cherry Street, SE  
Grand Rapids, MI 49503

P 616.458.8593
F 616.458.0738
www.stonecastledentistry.com

STONECASTLE
DENTISTRY

T H E  A R T  I S  I N  T H E  D E TA I L S

455 Cherry Street, SE
Grand Rapids, MI 49503

P 616.458.8593
F 616.458.0738
www.stonecastledentistry.com

STONECASTLE
DENTISTRY
T H E  A R T  I S  I N  T H E  D E TA I L S

Juli S. Wemmer DDS, FAGD

Jon C. Feinauer  DDS

455 Cherry Street, SE
Grand Rapids, MI 49503

P 616.458.8593
F 616.458.0738
www.stonecastledentistry.com

STONECASTLE
DENTISTRY
Jon C. Feinauer  DDS
Ramiro Lambaria  DMD

First Park Congregational Church
United Church of Christ

10 East Park Place NE
Grand Rapids, MI 49503

616 - 459 - 3203
www.parkchurchgr.org

No matter who you 
are or where you are 
on life’s journey, you 
are welcome here!

Worship with us
 Sunday at 10:30am

Located in the heart 
of downtown, next to 
Veterans Park and the 

Public Library

An Open and
Affirming Congregation

carmodypainting.com

616-443-0406

carmodypainting.com

Carmody
Painting

Carmody
Painting

Interior & Exterior
Residential & Commercial

Fully Insured
EPA Lead Certified

Quality Craftsmanship at Competitive Rates

carmodypainting.com

616-443-0406

carmodypainting.com

Carmody
Painting

Carmody
Painting

carmodypainting.com

616-443-0406

carmodypainting.com

Carmody
Painting

Carmody
Painting
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to heed the new traffic pattern. 
Crosswalks and walk signals were 
updated and improved at this 
intersection.
With some positive neighbor 
engagement, 4-way flashing red 
traffic lights have been installed 
as permanent fixtures to the 
intersection at Lyon and Union NE. 
Many users of Pleasant Park had 
inquired about the traffic speed 
and safety at the Madison and 
Pleasant St. intersection. The 
Heritage Hill Association worked 
with neighbors to approach GRPD 
about conducting a speed study. 
The results of the study revealed 
that the average speed is 27MPH 
and would need further discussion 
with relevant departments within 
the City before any alterations 
are made to the streets or traffic 
around the park. Speed limit 
signs will go in on the north 
end of College after a neighbor 
petitioned for a study at that 
section of College and found that 
proper signage was lacking. This 
is important as the traffic on the 
north end of college is connected 
to access to I-196.

THANK YOU to everyone who 
got involved, participated in 
community-building, served on a 
board, came to a gathering, lifted 
up a neighbor in need or worked 
on resolving an issue in 2019. 
YOU continue to make Heritage 
Hill a great place to live, work 
and play!
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Public Safety Issues
(Continued from page 7) 
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Board Notes 
giving six weeks’ notice is very 
helpful – to complete CDBG grant 
program, will be volunteering at 
2023 Home Tour.
Community survey – CDBG funds will 
cover expenses; results will also help 
inform future staffing needs to meet 
community priorities. 
Community Engagement:  Public 
Safety (Amanda) Stuyvesant – 
Richard, Carolyn and Wendy – or 
staff – to work with Stuyvesant 
management to determine feasibility 
of funding on-site, full-time social 
worker and other strategies. 
Suggestion made for an anonymous 
tip line, hashtags, etc. 
Shakespeare in the Park – August 13, 
National Night Out – August 2, Happy 
Hour on first Wednesday at The 
Commons has been very successful.
Fundraising
Home Tour:  Staff raised concern 
that financial success will allow 
glossing over extreme difficulties 
in recruiting volunteers (which has 
been a national trend over the past 
several years) – personal, one-on-one 
contact still the best method – up to 
400 volunteers in past years; 125 this 
year – viability of this event is at risk. 
Discussion for future tours included 
reducing the number houses and/
or tour hours as well as possible 
incentives for volunteers. “Huge 
gratitude” was expressed for Suzanne 
for all the hard work she does in 
organizing the home tour which is 
our signature event.
Land Use & Historic Preservation:  
First in-person meeting after two 
years on April 26 –Wayne, Suzanne, 
Jeremy, Jay Fowler, and Barbara 
attended. Committee followed with a 
visit to the site at 300 Wealthy Street 
SE to review Indigo Group’s proposal 
for a new mixed-use building. This 
is currently a vacant space. The 
developer owns the two adjacent 
properties and proposes to relocate 
them along Prospect Ave SE. There 
was a meeting held with HPC on June 
1. Moving structures is only allowed 
if demolition is the alternative per 
Rhonda Baker. Some neighbors are 
opposed to moving those houses. 

Comment was made that one of the 
adjacent houses has a historically 
significant foundation that won’t 
survive if the building is relocated. 
Discussion about a naming 
opportunity in conjunction with 
GRPS for the greenspace at the 
corner of Fountain St. NE and College 
Ave. NE.

If you would like an item placed on the 
Board agenda, please call the HHA office 
at 459-8950 before 4:00 p.m. of the second 
WEDNESDAY of the month. If you would 
like to address the Board regarding an 
agenda item, public comment is taken at the 
beginning of each meeting. For non-agenda 
items, public comment is taken at the end of 
each meeting. Typically, Board meetings run 
from 7:00 p.m. until 8:30 p.m.
If you would like to receive monthly Board 
agendas via email, please email us your 
request (heritage@heritagehillweb.org)
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907 Cherry Street SE in East Hills      616-451-4900  

Whether you’re looking 
for a trim or a whole 

new look, we can’t wait 
to develop and create 
your personal cut or 

style vision!  
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N e i g h b o r h o o d   P o t p o u r r i  by Amanda Cormier, Public Safety Organizer

Speeding
Thank you to everyone who responded 
to our recent survey sent to neighbors 
via our e-alert email system. We 
found that speeding vehicles on our 
neighborhood streets is a concern 
shared by a lot of folks. One way of 
measuring speeding traffic has been to 
place a speed board along streets with 

known high speed rates. The speed 
board measures vehicle speed and then 
records speed, time and amount of 
vehicles and then the data can be used 
to see if more permanent measures 
are needed. Effective July 1, 2021, 
speed board requests are now being 
handled by the Mobile GR Department 
of the City of Grand Rapids. No need to 

contact GRPD for this any longer.
Due to staffing shortages, GRPD have 
been unable to have officers enforce 
speeding as they have in the past. The 
speed board can be requested via 311 
(call 311 or download City of GR 311 
app). I can help organize getting a 
large order of “slow down” signs that 
residents can purchase to put in their 
yards, especially folks who live near 
parks where kids are often crossing. 
Please reach out to me if interested!
Vehicle Thefts Continue 
Stolen Vehicles have been on the 
increase nationwide, including right 
here in Grand Rapids. Vehicles are both 
stolen from and recovered in Heritage 
Hill so help do your part to prevent 
vehicle theft. Never leave your car 
running while unoccupied and always 
take your keys and valuables with you 
when you exit. It only takes a moment 
for someone to see a running vehicle 
and then take off with it.
GRPD has also found that stolen 
vehicles are being used during cell 
phone store break-ins and other 
activities. Gas stations, laundromats, 
convenience stores, anywhere it’s a 
quick trip in and out is a target for 
people to sit and watch for running 
vehicles. Lock it up every time! Owners 
of stolen vehicles often report that 
they are leaving their keys inside the 
vehicle….Please take your keys with 
you.
Stolen Purses
Be aware that purses/small handheld 
bags being taken from cars and 
shopping carts at stores. Take it with 
you when you’re shopping and keep it 
with you at all times. I know there are 
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How to protect Yourself and Others During the Latest COVID-19 Surge
By Mercy Health

spreading it. Washing your hands 
often can also protect you from 
other common viruses such as the 
flu and RSV, which are circulating 
at high levels this year.

•	 Stay home if you’re sick. The 
best way to prevent the spread of 
any illness is by staying home and 
away from others when you’re not 
feeling well.

•	 If you suspect you may have 
COVID-19, get tested. We have 
COVID-19 testing available 
across West Michigan; you can 
contact your Mercy Health 
Physician Partners provider for 
assistance with scheduling or use 
our online scheduling option at 
www.MercyHealth.com/COVID. 
Please do not visit the Emergency 
Department for a COVID test, 
unless you are experiencing life-
threatening symptoms. 

For more information or to schedule 
a vaccine appointment, visit www.
MercyHealth.com/COVID.
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Thank You to our
Donors for Keeping 
us Going! 

Ken & Kristin Bauer
Dave DeJonge
Jeffrey Fawcett
Linda Gill
Eileen Gould
Jay Grayson
Mitchell Hagerup
Kathleen Kirsch
Jim Payne & Char Kruzich
Craig Nobbelin & Mei Chow
Michelle and Tom Sinas
Shahin & Jeni Taheri
Tom & Chris Truesdale

CALL TODAY - 616.454.8305
500 Cherry Street SE, Grand Rapids

www.eldershelpers.com

Home Health Care
Homemaking Services

Registered Nurse Services
Safety Button

Medication Management

Mention this ad and receive 1 FREE hour of care!
Buy 2 hours of care, and get an additional hour FREE!

Welcome to First 
Church in the heart 
of Grand Rapids - a 
progressive Christian 
community of faith 
that is inclusive and 
affirming of ALL people. 

We look forward to 
connecting with you 
online! 

GRFUMC.org I facebook.com/
GrandRapidsFUMC 

First United Methodist Church 
227 Fulton St E • Grand Rapids 

Please remember us when your apartment needs renters. Your dollars not only find 
you tenants but also support the programs of the Heritage Hill Association! You can 
list your apartment right at the website or stop by the HHA office. We welcome you!

Heritage Hill Apartment Rental and Home Sales Listings
All sizes and prices -- Spread the word!!!

HERITAGEHILLWEB.ORG

The Heritage Hill Association publishes available apartments.
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2022 DATES TO REMEMBER
All Heritage Hill Association 

Meetings are open to neighbors.

Neighborhood Improvement & Public Safety 
organizing efforts of the Heritage Hill Association 
are in part funded by the City of Grand Rapids' 
Community Development Block Grant Programs.

Heritage Hill Association
126 College SE
Grand Rapids, MI 49503

Non-Profit Org.
U.S. Postage

PAID
Grand Rapids, MI

Permit No. 523
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Heritage Hill Association
126 College SE
Grand Rapids, MI 49503

Non-Profit Org.
U.S. Postage

PAID
Grand Rapids, MI

Permit No. 523

Neighborhood Improvement & Public Safety organizing efforts of the Heritage Hill Association are in 
part funded by the City of Grand Rapids' Community Development Block Grant Programs.

DATES TO REMEMBER
All Heritage Hill Association Meetings 

are open to neighbors.

Wednesday, June 17, 2020 
HHA Board Meeting

 7:00 pm.
Currently Meeting Telephonically

Neighborhood-wide Litter 
Clean-up

Saturday, June 20, 2020

 July, 2020 
HHA Board Meeting

Usually Canceled for Vacations

Herald Deadline
July / August issue

Wednesday, July 22, 2020

Annual Dates:

Garden Tour
CANCELLED

Yard Sales
TBD

CALL TODAY - 616.454.8305
500 Cherry Street SE, Grand Rapids

www.eldershelpers.com

Home Health Care
Homemaking Services

Registered Nurse Services
Safety Button

Medication Management

Mention this ad and receive 1 FREE hour of care!
Buy 2 hours of care, and get an additional hour FREE!

Whether you’re considering Buying or Sel ling, Let me open some doors for you!Whether you’re considering Buying or Sel ling, Let me open some doors for you!

Jeff Martin
Realtor®

616-915-2107
Jeff.Martin@CBGreatLakes.com 4488 Cascade Rd. SE

Grand Rapids, MI 49546EACH OFFICE IS INDEPENDENTLY OWNED AND OPERATED.Wednesday, 5pm – 7pm
September 7, October 5,

November 2
First Wednesdays Heritage Hill Happy 
Hour for Neighbors @ The Commons 

Monday & Tuesday,
September 19 & 20, 6pm
Fulton Street Graveyard

Walking Tours
With tour guide Caroline Cook of Grand 

Rapids Running Tours

Wednesday, September 21, 7pm
HHA Board Meeting

Contact HHA Office for Location

Saturday, September 24,
8am – 12pm

Dumpster Day, parking lot
Central Reformed Church

10 College Ave. NE

Thursday, October 13, 5pm – 7pm
Tour for Neighbors
@ The Sweet House

254 Fulton St. E – stay for happy hour!

Wednesday, October 19, 7pm
HHA Board Meeting

Contact HHA Office for Location

Monday, October 24, 2022
Herald content deadline

 Sept./Oct. issue

Monday, October 31, 2022
Halloween at Pleasant Park

Annual Dates

Tuesday, December 13, 2022
Annual Meeting and Holiday 

Neighborhood Gathering
Sweet House, 254 Fulton St. E

Neighborhood advice 
from a resident expert. GrandRiverRealty.com

H E R I TA G E  H I L L  S P E C I A L I S T

330 Fuller Ave NE
(616) 293-5731

•
•
•

PETE BRUINSMA
Broker/Owner  

 25 yr. Heritage Hill Homeowner
 Expert-level knowledge 
 Experience-driven advice


