
Saturday, May 21 • 11am - 5pm
Sunday, May 22 • 1pm - 6pm

Thanks to our  2022 Sponsors:
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ACKNOWLEDGMENTS AND SPECIAL THANKS
We wish to thank the Heritage Hill hosts who graciously 
open their doors and to the volunteer tour guides who 

orchestrate our tour. Home Tour hosts and room guides 
volunteer their homes and their time. 

 VOLUNTEER GUIDE OPPORTUNITIES
Volunteer guide positions are open if you wish to volunteer for 

the 2023 Tour, you will receive a 
FREE Tour ticket. 

If interested, please contact the Heritage Hill Association at 
616-459-8950 or e-mail at heritage@heritagehillweb.org.  

If calling after 5 pm, please leave a voicemail message.

RECONNECT 
WITH YOUR 
FUTURE
Grand Rapids Community 

College graduates step into 

rewarding careers in high-

demand fields, or seamlessly 

transfer to the four-year college 

or university of their choice.

143152 5/22
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Restaurants:
The Commons
  547 Cherry St. SE
Joezano’s Pizza
  340 State St. SE
Wealthy Street Bakery
  610 Wealthy St. SE
Beijing Kitchen
  342 State St.
Martha’s Pizza
  208 Union NE

Parking Lots:
GRCC DeVos Campus
  435 East Fulton but enter parking lot
  on 400 block of Fountain NE.
Central High School
  421 Fountain NE
GRPS Parking Lot
  445 Lyon NE
Elders’ Helpers
  500 Cherry SE
Limited street parking at each 
of the open houses.

Restrooms:
GRCC DeVos Campus
  435 E Fulton
Meyer May House Welcome Center
  450 Madison SE

54
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Heritage Hill Welcomes You Back!
The Heritage Hill Association is thrilled to host our 51st 
Annual Weekend Tour of Homes and welcome our visitors 
back after a two year hiatus due to the pandemic. It is our 
most important fundraiser and gives testament to the value of 
historic preservation efforts. 

A variety of architectural styles is represented in 2022, from 
an elegant brick Georgian Revival with ornate woodwork 
to a cozy, working-class masterpiece. Frank Lloyd Wright’s 
Prairie Style offers a breathtaking look to the future, while a 
shingle style Victorian Grand Old Lady is steeped in the past, 
acting in her current role as a charming bed and breakfast. 
An artistic interior redesign has creatively transformed an 
American Craftsman home while a brick Tudor retains its 
original classic beauty. There are also two institutions on the 
tour: the Calkins Law Office (Grand Rapids’ oldest building) 
and the Custer Alumni House which is a must-see for its new 
gorgeous renovations!  

The Heritage Hill neighborhood is one of the country’s 
largest urban historic districts recognized by the National 
Register of Historic Places. More than 1,300 homes dating 
from 1843 stand within the boundaries of Heritage Hill. It 
is Michigan’s largest and finest concentration of 19th and 
early 20th century houses. Nearly every style of American 
architecture, from Greek Revival to Prairie, is represented in 
the district. At the turn of the last century, this was the city’s 
most prestigious residential area. Today, the neighborhood 
is Grand Rapids’ densest neighborhood with approximately 
10,000 residents within its 1.5 square miles. We reflect a vast 
array of lifestyles and passions: professionals, craftspeople, 
students, artists, homeowners, and tenants. Heritage Hill is 
recognized by the American Association of Planners as one 
of the Great Places in America. This Old House magazine 
rates Heritage Hill as one of the best historic neighborhoods 
in the United States. 

The Heritage Hill Association was formed in 1968 to stop 
several urban renewal projects that would have demolished 
a majority of Heritage Hill’s structures. The neighborhood 
was red-lined (banks would not lend mortgages) and it was 
in serious decline. A small group of committed neighbors 
worked tirelessly to get Heritage Hill recognized nationally 
and on a state and local level to stop the destruction.

By 1971, the preservation ordinance that protects the 
architectural integrity of Heritage Hill was in place. 
Ensuing years have been spent rebuilding and maintaining 
the neighborhood and community which has become an 
inspiring example of a community-in-action who continues 
working to keep the Heritage Hill a vital place to live and 
work.
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Home Tour Steering Committee
Suzanne De Haan
Kate Diedrich
Barbara Draughon
Tom Postma
Don Rietema
Maria Zache Starkey

Shuttle Bus Coordination
Tom Postma
Don Rietema

Tour Artist
Mei Chow

Tour Photographers
Jim Starkey
Karen Coy

On-Air Personality
Karen Coy

Web Maestros
Don Bryant
Jeff Thomas

Home Tour Hosts
Deb Cloney & Scott Kammeraad 
Mary & Sean Dougherty
Steve & Deb Koster
Jim Payne & Char Kruzich
Barbara Roelofs & Jason Dahlke-Butler
Chris & Tom Truesdale
Justin & Cate Wisniewski
Grand Rapids Community College/
      Grand Rapids Community College Foundation
Grand Rapids Public Museum

Tour Historians
Tom Logan
Kate Diedrich

House Captains
Amy DeMott
Suzanne De Haan
Kate Diedrich
Jeffrey Fawcett
Carolyn Ferrari
Sarah Green
Abi Larimer
Tom Logan
Leo Makinen
Jeff & Ruth Martin
Wayne Norlin
Mary Robinson

HHA Staff
Amanda Cormier
Barbara Draughon
Maria Zache Starkey

Graphic Design
Dust Design

 The first Home Tour was held in 1969 to raise money for 
the protection of the Heritage Hill neighborhood when more 
than 75% of the neighborhood was slated for demolition. 
Most of the houses that you will see today would not be 
standing if it were not for the tenacity of Heritage Hill 
neighbors, including one who still lives here and has her 
home on tour this weekend at 227 College Ave SE. 

The profiles that follow offer insight into the lives of the 
people who built these great houses and buildings ... and 
those who now call them home. As you proceed through 
the homes, volunteers will greet you and share some of the 
stories and significant features that make these homes such 
treasures.

Credits:
We thank the nearly 100 volunteers that it took to pull 
together our 2022 Annual Weekend Tour of Homes! The 
following took leadership roles and we can’t be more 
appreciative:
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27 College NE
Hosts: Jim Payne & Char Kruzich
The precise date of the construction of this house is hard 
to determine since cattle rancher and tannery operator, 
Wilna Cole, who was the original owner, also owned the 
adjacent property to the south and the histories of the two 
are intermingled. A jump in the property assessment value in 
1882 suggests that this house was probably built in that year 
to be used as a home for Cole’s mother-in-law. The house 
had a broad spectrum of renters over the years from Frank 
Vandeven, President of the Grand Rapids Paper Company to 
Marguerite Fields, a local actress whose late night cocktail 
parties were legendary, to the Konkle family, owners of 
Konkle’s Bar on the west side of town.
The joined properties were divided in 1938 and Lawrence 
and Dorothy Beukema were listed as the new owners of 27 
College.  At some point, the house was converted to two, and 
later, three apartments. In the late 1960s, it was purchased by 
Dr. Lawrence Voss who speculated that Davenport College 
may want the property for a parking lot; but when that did 
not develop, he invested in the rehabilitation of what was by 
that time, a rather dilapidated dwelling.
When the current owners purchased the home in 1986, time 
and renters had taken their toll. There was no woodwork, 
no lighting fixtures, broken and missing windows, etc. Jim 
described it as a “blank canvas.”  It was a perfect project 
for the two freelance artists. Jim and Char set out to design 
every detail of the interior in collaboration with a crew of 
craftsmen who became friends over the 16 years that it took 
to complete the work which also included all new plumbing, 
wiring and drywall. Two art studios have been integrated into 
the living space, so the owners are able to create while living 
in a work of art. 
This home was built in the American Craftsman Style, and 
though the interior has been completely altered, the exterior 
has been restored true to its original architectural design. 
The columned porch, a rounded bay window, dormers and 
multiple gables make for a complex façade and an interesting 
roofline. The style made use of natural materials and 
emphasized fine craftsmanship.
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Custer Alumni House / 473 Fulton E .
Hosts: GRCC / GRCC Foundation
Built around 1903-04 on a large lot that originally belonged to an 
early pioneer settler in Grand Rapids named Mr. Wilna Cole, this 
stately home was built in the Colonial Revival Style that reflects 
the influence of the English and Dutch style houses on the Atlantic 
seaboard. Clapboard was used for the exterior. The façade of the 
home is symmetrically balanced with large, double-hung windows, 
a central door and three prominent dormers. From a charming 
porch, visitors will be welcomed into this impressive, newly 
repurposed and renovated home.
Cole had a successful business as purveyor of boots and shoes. 
He had previously built two other houses on the property along 
College. Because of address changes, the history of the house is a 
bit confusing, but the city directory lists I. Preston Rice, President 
of Rice Veneer & Lumber, as the first occupant. In 1912, ownership 
passed to William S. Thomas, President and Treasurer of the 
Thomas Canning Company. In 1922, Mrs. Julia Hawkins March 
became the next owner of what was, after several address changes, 
officially 473 E. Fulton. She remained in the home until 1938.                
Interestingly, Wilna Cole’s grandson, Howard E. Sherman, of 
Hazeltine & Perkins Drugs, purchased the property from Mrs. 
March and remained in the home for 46 years. The house was 
divided into two parts at this time with Mrs. Sherman living in the 
back and her son and his wife occupying the front. Later, it was 
divided into three apartments.  
Davenport College purchased the property in 1986 and named the 
building for notable alumnus Bill Lettinga. GRCC later acquired 
it in 2009 and after a recent $1.8 million investment, dedicated 
the house to 2 of the college’s most devoted supporters, Dave 
and Karen Custer. As the Custer Alumni House, it provides a 
meeting space for the GRCC Foundation Board, offices for GRCC 
Foundation and alumni relations personnel and a pleasant, home-
like “living room” that is perfect for entertaining alumni, donors 
and friends of the college. 
The largest room on the first floor has the original fireplace and 
floors, large windows and artwork from alumni and students of 
GRCC. The house is like an art gallery with an eclectic collection 
of original works gracing every room and hallway. All of the 
furnishings are fittingly from Custer Inc. 

© 2022 BDO USA, LLP. All rights reserved.

BDO IS PROUD TO SPONSOR THE 

51st ANNUAL HERITAGE HILL 
TOUR OF HOMES

Accountants and Advisors
www.bdo.com

BDO USA, LLP 
200 Ottawa Avenue NW, Suite 300
Grand Rapids, MI 49503

GRPS.ORG

40+ SCHOOLS.
ONE DISTRICT.
YOUR CHOICE.
GRPS is proud to offer the region’s largest, most 
comprehensive selection of school choices in all 
of West Michigan including neighborhood schools, 
theme schools, and more.

Enrollment@grps.org 
(616) 819-2150 

GRPS.ORG

40+ SCHOOLS.
ONE DISTRICT.
YOUR CHOICE.
GRPS is proud to offer the region’s largest, most 
comprehensive selection of school choices in all 
of West Michigan including neighborhood schools, 
theme schools, and more.

Enrollment@grps.org 
(616) 819-2150 

40+ SCHOOLS.
ONE DISTRICT.
YOUR CHOICE.
GRPS is proud to offer the region’s largest, most 
comprehensive selection of school choices in 
all of West Michigan including neighborhood 
schools, theme schools, and more.
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The Keeler House / 227 College SE
Hosts: Barbara Roelofs & Jason Dahlke-Butler
The Keeler house is one of the finest homes in all of Heritage Hill. 
It was built from 1911-1913 by Miner Spaulding Keeler who, with 
his father and brothers, bought out the brass hardware manufacturer 
in Middleville for whom they had all worked. Miner served as 
the President of the Keeler Brass Co. until 1937, was a director of 
Old Kent Bank and the Michigan Trust Company, built the Keeler 
Furniture Exhibition Building, established the Keeler Foundation, 
and was a trustee of Fountain Street Church. The Keelers had asked 
a local architectural firm to create an exact copy of a mansion 
in Rockford, Illinois that is also very similar to the Governor’s 
mansion in Denver, Colorado. The answer to the request was this 
outstanding home. Miner died in 1938 and his funeral was held in 
this home. 
Dr. Charles Roelofs and his wife, Barbara, bought the house from 
the estate of Mrs. Gertrude Keeler who had remained in the house 
until her death in 1964.
Upon entering, it will become evident why it took the builders 
almost 2 years to finish this wonderful home. It is an excellent 
example of Georgian Revival architecture, with a perfectly 
symmetrical deep rose brick facade with terra-cotta and wooden 
trim. The home has a 2-story central pediment bordered by Ionic 
pilasters. A central window with an ornate scrolled pediment above 
sits atop a 2nd-story portico surrounded by a delicate balustraded 
gallery. The pattern of the eave supports creates a geometric rhythm 
that emphasizes the roof line.
The Roelofses were active in the community and Barbara was 
particularly important in the preservation of Heritage Hill when 
hundreds of homes were scheduled to be demolished in the 1960s 
as part of an urban renewal plan. To help raise funds for the fledging 
Heritage Hill Foundation, this home was included in the very first 
Heritage Hill Home Tour in 1968. Barbara has continued to support 
the neighborhood in countless ways ever since. Just a few years 
ago, she and Jason were married and he has joined in Barbara’s 
enthusiasm for the neighborhood.
Fast forward to today and visitors will see in the front foyer 
original wallpaper hand-painted by the French artist, Jean-Baptiste 
Réveillon, which commemorates the historic balloon flight of the 
Montgolfier brothers in 1783. The rug, as well as several others in 
the house, were hand-woven and designed especially for the room. 
On the 3rd floor, visitors will see the original pool table.

STONECASTLE 
DENTISTRY
stonecastledentistry.com
DR. JON FEINAUER AND DR. RAMIRO LAMBARIA

616.458.8593 455 Cherry Street, SE
Grand Rapids, MI 49503

HERITAGE HILL CAMPUSHERITAGE HILL CAMPUSHERITAGE HILL CAMPUS
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MAY 22:
9:30 & 11am
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505 College SE
Hosts: Deb Cloney & Scott Kammeraad
David and Hattie Amberg commissioned Frank Lloyd Wright 
to design this uniquely beautiful home in 1909. Wright made an 
untimely exit for Europe in the midst of this project and placed 
it in the very capable hands of his talented associate, Marion 
Mahoney. With a degree from MIT, she was a gifted architect in 
her own right - the first female to be licensed in her profession in 
the United States. George Mann Niedecken was hired to design 
the furniture, rugs and fixtures and may have been responsible 
for the stained-glass and the mural (now painted over) above the 
fireplace, too.
The Ambergs lived in the home for 15 years. David was 
prominent in local business and an active member of Temple 
Emmanuel.  Hattie was a daughter of the Houseman Department 
Store family. Their daughter, Sophie, married Meyer May and 
they lived in another Wright home just a block away and could 
wave to each other from their respective verandas.
Other notable families followed the Ambergs - the 
Herpolsheimers of downtown Grand Rapids department store 
fame and Theron Goodspeed who was the president of the 
Stickley Brothers Furniture Company. The home was furnished 
with the Arts and Crafts Style furniture for which the company 
was known. 
In the 1960s, the home was divided into 5 apartments, 
fortunately without major damage to the original structure. In 
1967, the home was purchased by Frank and Linda DeJong 
who re-joined the three upper level apartments to create their 
own living space, rented out the two apartments on the lower 
level and began much-needed repairs. Linda was instrumental 
in saving not only this home, but was also part of the movement 
to preserve the entire neighborhood. She joined forces with 
the likes of Barbara Roelofs (whose home is also on this tour 
@227 College Ave SE) to spearhead the effort that resulted in 
designating Heritage Hill as a National Historic District -- just 
in time to prevent the demolition of almost 75% of the homes as 
part of an “urban renewal” project. 
Extensive renovation was undertaken by the next family, the 
Trammels, in the late 1970s and by their successors, Tom and 

Anne Logan who purchased it in 1983 and lived there for the 
next 30 years. Anne was responsible for the nascent stages of the 
charming gardens. 
In 2013, the home was sold to the current owners, Scott 
Kammeraad and Deb Cloney, who have spent their time making 
this home suit the needs of their family in an artful and in the 
craftsman spirit. Scott is a skilled carpenter and has done much 
of the work himself, staying true to character of the home. Their 
furniture, including many Stickley pieces, and the artwork 
complement the beauty of the residence.
Frank Lloyd Wright and Marion Mahoney could not have asked 
for better stewards of their masterpiece.

LOTT3METZ.COM  |  HHA  PRESERVATION  PARTNERS  SINCE  2001   LOTT3METZ.COM  |  HHA  PRESERVATION  PARTNERS  SINCE  2001   
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NEARLY 40 YEARS OF SERVICE  
TO OUR LOCAL NEIGHBORHOOD AND TO  

THE WEST MICHIGAN COMMUNITY  
FROM OUR CORNER LOCATION  

IN HERITAGE HILL

PLEASE STOP IN DURING YOUR TOUR  
TO VISIT OUR FAMILY OF BUSINESSES AT  

THE CORNER OF LYON AND UNION

MARTHA’S VINEYARD IS PROUD TO BE A  
PARTICIPATING SPONSOR OF THE  

2021 HERITAGE HILL GARDEN TOUR

MARTHA’S VINEYARD IS OPEN EVERYDAY  
FROM 8AM TO 10PM 

200 UNION AVE NE | 616-459-0911  
MVWINES.COM

Innovative FoodsInnovative Foods
Great BeveragesGreat Beverages

616-459-0116 
1122 MICHIGAN ST NE 

11AM TO 9PM 
208 UNION AVE NE 

8AM TO 4PM 
617 LYON ST NE 

7AM TO 7PM 
615 LYON ST NE

500 Cherry Street SE

Proudly Serving West Michigan 
for over 20 Years

photo taken prior to Covid

www.eldershelpers.com
616-454-8305

Elders’ Helpers provides a vast array 
of home care services for our clients.
We work closely with our clients and 

their families to determine which home 
health care or homemaking services 

are needed. We then collectively devise 
a person-centered plan to provide the 

highest quality of care so that our clients 
can continue to thrive 

in the comfort of their home.
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gvsu.edu/next

For Grand Valley students, next is 
opportunity and innovation. Next is 
global, connecting and uniting us. It’s 
local, shaping the spaces in which we 
work and live. It’s a commitment to 
progress. Next is where minds are free 
to imagine what could be. At GVSU, 
next is now. And whatever’s next for 
you, we will help you get there. 

WHATEVER IS 

NEXT
The Parsonage Inn / 423 Madison SE
Hosts: Deb & Steve Koster
Celebrating its 140th birthday in 2022, this 5,000 square-foot 
house was built in 1882 by Robert and Sarah McConnell Corson 
whose portraits are displayed in the foyer. Robert emigrated from 
Scotland, first finding a job as a railroad agent, and as a sales 
executive for the well-known Berkey and Gay Furniture Company. 
Sarah’s well-to-do family had roots in New York and had moved 
to Grand Rapids when it was still a pioneer city. After attending 
Vassar, Sarah married Robert, purchased the land (only her name 
was on the deed) on which the house was built, and the couple 
raised their three children here. They continued to live in the home 
for nearly 50 years, sharing it at various times with members of 
their extended family and reserving the third floor for their live-in 
domestic help.  
After Sarah’s death in 1929, the house was sold to William 
Wallace and Virginia Sherwood. During their 40 years in the 
home, the Sherwoods conducted significant renovations, including 
replacement of the front porch, addition of a garage, and updates to 
the magnificent Art Deco bathrooms and kitchen. Upon William’s 
death in 1948, Virginia converted the three story house into three, 
two-bedroom apartments.  The stairway was moved and part of the 
foyer was enclosed.  
Ownership was transferred twice more before Jonathan Wege, a 
grandson of one of the founders of the Steelcase Corporation, and 
his wife, Anna, purchased the house in 1995. Further remodeling 
included reuniting the first two floors into one living space while 
maintaining the third floor apartment.
The house had changed hands two more times between 1998 and 
2017 when it was purchased by the current owners, Steve and 
Deb Koster, who have given this stately home new life as “The 
Parsonage Inn,” a lovely bed and breakfast.
The architecture is a variation of Queen Anne called the “American 
Shingle Style.” Some of the distinguishing characteristics of 
the style found in this home include an asymmetrical facade, a 
gambrel roof, a combination of clapboard siding on the first story 
with stepped cedar shakes on the upper stories, and a Queen Anne 
two-story tower.  The mantel features iridescent ceramic tile and 
24-carat gold leaf detailing.
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434 Morris SE
Hosts: Mary & Sean Dougherty
In 1920, Harry F. Stiles was vice-president of Togan-Stiles Inc., 
a lumber company that he owned with his brother E.W. Stiles, 
which made pre-fabricated buildings and millwork. Later on, 
they also purchased WOOD radio station.
Before Henry built this home, he traveled to Europe to research 
in depth the English Tudor Style of architecture. He hired a 
local architect to design a home incorporating many of the styles 
traditional elements, including the use of warped, charred and 
discolored bricks on the first story to imitate hand-made bricks 
and stained, rough-hewn clapboards on the second story like 
those used for Tudor houses in Great Britain. The ornate chimney 
is distinctively English while the extended porch with an arched 
portico, spindle detailing, and the rounded doorway create a 
unique entrance. Decorative stonework surrounds the door and 
the central front window. The bands of square and diamond 
shaped mullioned, leaded-glass windows add a touch of elegance 
throughout the home and are found even in the carriage house. 
Mr. Stiles burned only applewood in the first floor recessed 
fireplace and it is said that Mathias Alten, the well-known 
landscape artist, used the soot to make his inks. A bump-out bay 
window seat is beneath a curved ceiling, echoing the arch over 
the fireplace. Built during Prohibition, the library has a hidden 
panel for stowing certain “illegal substances” and the basement 
features a working fireplace with secret pass-through used to 
transport those same substances!
The Stiles family lived in the home until the early 1950s. After 
two consecutive short-term owners, Clarence and Harriet Hill 
purchased the home in 1965 and lived there for over 20 years, 
finally selling it to Ronald Surgeson in the late 1980s. Surgeson 
spent 30 years restoring it by replacing over 20 sconces that had 
been taken down, removing carpeting to reveal beautiful oak 
and maple floors, restoring the marble fireplace and updating the 
kitchen. In 2018, the Doughertys bought the house and, staying 
true to its Tudor origins, they have continued the journey of 
preserving this lovely home over the past four years.

Find us on social media at

Annual Heritage HillAnnual Heritage Hill

DAY

Return to Heritage Hill 
and find some treasures!

Neighbors will be hosting yard sales 
all morning and into 
the afternoon hours.

Saturday, 
June 4, 2022

@heritagehill

Visit www.heritagehillweb.org 
after June 1 for a list of 

participating addresses.

@heritagehillassociation



Methods change.
Hope remains.

We’ve had a heart for kids from our earliest 
days, and our heritage of restoring hope 
and freedom is still going strong. Since 
1946, we’ve been home to the nation’s first 
program focusing solely on treating infants, 
children and teens with limb differences.
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562 Prospect SE
Hosts: Cait & Justin Wisniewski
This impressive Georgian Revival home makes quite a 
statement with two-story bay windows on either corner 
of the symmetrical architecture. The exterior is clapboard 
which had to be bent to curve around the bays. Wide steps 
lead to a broad porch where the grand entrance includes 
two large side-light windows. Continuing the detail on the 
center of the façade, a decorative rounded window is on 
the second story and a prominent dormer with diamond-
patterned mullions extends out from the roof.   
The house was built in 1895 and was first owned by the 
Hayes family and then passed to F. Wells Bedford, the 
Deputy City Comptroller, and his wife, Elizabeth. In the 
1930s, it was sold to Edwin M. Smith, a physician, who 
lived there with his wife Ivaleen for over 20 years. In 
1968, Samuel Spicer Jr. who owned “Spicer’s Union 76” 
purchased the home and lived there for several decades. 
A series of short term owners followed until Cait and 
Justin purchased the home two years ago. The house has 
been undergoing extensive renovation ever since, with 
some work still in progress. Imagine living with three 
children, including two very little ones, in the middle of a 
construction zone for two years - Cait and Justin deserve a 
huge THANK YOU for working so hard to get their home 
ready for the tour.
Though the renovations are extensive, the owners have 
artfully balanced the original character and era of the house 
with the needs and tastes of contemporary times.  The 
living room has a bay window and a lovely tiled fireplace 
while the parlor, with oak pocket doors on two sides and the 
other bay window, is being used as an office. Even the new 
tile in the bathrooms was selected to fit beautifully with the 
era of the house. Off the kitchen is the door to the 1930s era 
attached garage - a rarity in Heritage Hill!
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240 Prospect SE
Hosts: Chris & Tom Truesdale
This home was built in 1882 for Jacob Geelhoed on what 
was then called “Terrace Avenue” before it was renamed 
“Prospect Ave.” It was constructed in the Vernacular 
Style ~ a broad category that refers to homes reflecting 
the common style of a particular time or place. The 
emphasis is on functionality rather than size or grandeur 
and thus would be more financially accessible to the 
average working class family like Jacob’s. He started as 
a finisher at Nelson, Matter & Co. and later was at the 
Bissell Carpet Sweeper Company. This home would have 
been in stark contrast to the grand Bissell family mansion 
that used to be just a few blocks away where WOOD-TV 
now stands. A city fireman named Robert Shears later 
purchased the home and he and his family became the 
longest tenured residents. His greatest improvement to 
the home was the excavation of its shallow “Michigan 
cellar,” creating a fully functional basement with 8’ high 
ceilings.
The house might be the smallest on the tour, but it helps 
tell a BIG story. During the period of the 1960s through 
the 1980s, the condition of this home and most of the 
houses on the entire block had spiraled downward and 
nearly reached a point of “demolition by neglect” at 
the hands of absentee landlords. Several pioneering 
neighbors bought this and other houses on the block in 
the 1990s to save them from the wrecking ball.
The current owners, who had a large home on College, 
wanted to downsize but also wanted to stay in Heritage 
Hill. In this simple, sturdy, well-made home, their dream 
was realized. They added the garage and have created a 
wonderland of a garden since they purchased the home in 
2019.

PAST PERFECT
CONSULTING FOR HISTORIC PRESERVATION

616.581.4416
PASTPERFECT.COM
303 BRIARWOOD AVENUE SE
GRAND RAPIDS, MICHIGAN 49506



Calkins Law Office / 201 State Street
Hosts: Grand Rapids Public Museum
This gleaming white Greek Revival building, with its noble 
columns and classic symmetry, was built in 1836 and is the 
oldest surviving structure in the city. Originally located in 
the heart of Grand Rapids when it was still just a frontier 
town, it stood as a symbol of the bright future that would lie 
ahead.
 Charles Philo Calkins purchased the building in 1837 and 
set up a law practice with his partner, John C. Holmes. 
The city was growing rapidly and Calkins’ practice, 
dealing mostly with real estate law, prospered as well and 
it soon outgrew this tiny building. When streets needed 
to be widened downtown, this office was moved to the 
Belknap Park area, and over time it was forgotten and 
neglected. It was moved again to its current location where 
Jack Stiles, a local businessman, made it his mission to 
restore and preserve this important piece of local history. 
This responsibility was then taken over by the Grand 
Rapids Public Museum. The office was fully restored, and 
the dedication ceremony at the meeting point of State, 
Washington and Jefferson Streets was part of the national 
Bicentennial Celebration of 1976. 
In 2009, two Boy Scouts of America from Faith Reformed 
Church’s Troop 338 in Wyoming, Corey Alberta and Travis 
Lepsch, volunteered to help with the a second rehabilitation 
of the building as part of their community service project. 
They raised $37,000 that included $25,000 from the Grand 
Rapids Development Authority. The funds were used to 
replace the roof and deck and to pay for the professional 
restoration of the bust of Abraham Lincoln and for the 
landscaping of the park. It now stands as a symbol of the 
forward-looking spirit of the early pioneers of our city.

HERITAGE HILL ASSOCIATION
126 College Ave SE
Grand Rapids, Michigan 49503
616-459-8950    fax (616) 459-240928

logo design
Graphic Design Services

marketing materials
dustman541@comcast.net

Right in your neighborhood.
Creative marketing.



Saturday, June 18, 2022
9 am – 3 pm

The scent of roses, winding flowered 
paths, bursts of early summer 

blooms- after more than two years 
of COVID isolation and months of 
winter hibernation, what could be 

more inspiring than a peaceful stroll 
through some of the most beautiful 

gardens in Heritage Hill?  A ticket or 
two would make a thoughtful gift or 

could be a delightful way to gather with 
friends for a shared adventure.

Tickets are only $12 in advance 
or $15 on the day of the tour.
For ticket information please contact the HHA 

office at heritage@heritagehillweb.org 
or (616) 459-8950.

If your business is interested 
in sponsoring the Garden Tour, 

please contact the office for further 
information. You will receive free 
tickets and recognition in the tour 

booklet, on our website 
and social media, 

and in the Heritage Herald.

415 Cherry Street SE, Grand Rapids, MI 49503

roactive Education

esponsive Medical Care

ompassionate Support Services

prcgr.org

SERVING
OUR COMMUNITY 

SINCE 1985

  Shifting Sands Genealogy 

Contact us about your family history project today! 
 

www.ShiftingSandsGen.com         
Info@ShiftingSandsGen.com 

  Professional Family History Research Services 
Family Tree Building  

Genealogical Reports & Biographies 
Heirloom Preservation & Consultations 



2022 TURRET SPONSOR:

Grand Rapids Community College
143 Bostwick Ave. NE

 (616) 234-4000 / www.grcc.edu

2022 GABLE SPONSORS:

Grand River Builders
 1627 College Ave.  SE  49507

(616) 544-9337 / www.grandriverbuilders.com

Spectrum Health
100 Michigan NE

(616) 391-1467 / www.spectrum-health.org

Trinity Health Saint Mary’s
200 Jefferson Ave. SE

(616) 685-5000 / www.TrinityHealthMichigan.org

2022 TOUR CUPOLA SPONSORS:
Elders’ Helpers 
500 Cherry St. SE

(616) 454-8305 / www.eldershelpers.com

Martha’s Vineyard / Nantucket Baking Company
200 Union NE / 615 Lyon St. NE

(616) 459-0911 / www.mvwines.com / (616) 726-6609 / 
www.nantucketbakingco.com

Mary Free Bed Rehabilitation Hospital
235 Wealthy St. SE

(616) 840-8341 / www.maryfreebed.com

Peter Albertini Realty Group
(616) 291-3758

petera@grar.com / www.peteralbertini.com

Redstone Properties
3330 Grand Ridge Dr. NE, GR 49525

(616) 259-9797 / propertiesbyredstone.com

2022 FINIAL SPONSORS:
Downtown Grand Rapids, Inc .

29 Pearl St. NW #1
616.719-4610 / www.downtowngr.org

Grand Rapids Public Schools
(616) 819-2150 / www.grpublicschools.org

Grand Valley State University
One Campus Drive, Allendale

(616) 331-2025 / www.gvsu.edu

Stonecastle Dentistry
455 Cherry St. SE

(616) 458-8593 / www.stonecastledentistry.com

2022 TOUR SPONSORS:
BDO USA, LLP

200 Ottawa Ave. NW, Suite 300
(616) 774-7000 / www.bdo.com

Cornerstone Church
48 Lafayette SE

698-3170 / www.cornerstonemi.org

Cromwell Electric
1521 Lyon St NE

616.458-8886 / cromwellelectric@att.net 

Grand Rapids Food Coop Initiative
511 Morris Ave. SE

(616) 522-2667 / grfoodcoop.com

Hopscotch Children’s Store
909 Cherry St. SE 

233-4008 / www.hopscotchstore.com 

Jeff Martin Realtor / Coldwell Banker AJS-Schmidt
4488 Cascade Rd. SE

616.915-2107 / jeff.martin@cbgreatlakes.com

Lott3Metz Architecture
645 Cherry St. SE, #100

454-5175 / www.lott3metz.com

Midtown Craftsmen, LLC
1600 Marshall Ave. SE, Suite A West
245-5970 / www.mtcrestoration.com

Overhead Door Company of Grand Rapids
5761 N. Hawkeye Ct. SW

(616) 261-0300 / www.overheaddoorgr.com

Past Perfect
303 Briarwood SE

(616) 581-4416 / www.pastperfectinc.com

Pregnancy Resource Center
415 Cherry Street SE

(616) 456-6873 / www.prcgr.org

The Pyramid Scheme
68 Commerce St. NW

(616) 272-3758 / www.pyramidschemebar.com

Heartfelt Thanks to our 
2022 Heritage Hill Weekend Tour of 

Homes Sponsors -
Please Show Them Your Support!

Grand RiverBuilders
h i s t o r i c  b u i l d i n g  res t o r at i o n



2022 TOUR SPONSORS (continued)

Reagan Marketing + Design
912 Wealthy Street SE

(616) 450-4064/ www. https://www.reaganmarketing.com/
Shifting Sands Geneology
www.shiftingsandsgen.com
info@ shiftingsandsgen.com

Stuyvesant Apartments / The Eagle Point Companies
140 Madison Ave. SE / 125 John Roberts Rd., Ste. 12 / South 

Portland, ME
www.eaglepointco.com

2022 TOUR FRIENDS:
Art of the Table

606 Wealthy SE
(616) 301-1885 / www.artofthetable.com

(Tallarico’s) Boardwalk Subs
Kentwood: (616) 949-3218 / Byron Center: (616) 583-9713

Wyoming: (616) 724-2492/ Standale: (616) 453-7275
www.boardwalksubs.net

Bryker Properties
“Make our house your home!”

www.brykerproperties.com

Hillmount Friends of Heritage Hill
Pondera Advisors / Jackie Taylor

5211 Cascade Rd. SE
(616) 956-3410 & (616) 446-8060 / 

jtaylor@ponderaadvisors.com

Saint Mark’s Episcopal Church
Welcoming all to our historic building
 134 N. Division St., Grand Rapids, MI

2022 TOUR SUPPORTERS:
Art of the Table
606 Wealthy SE

(616) 301-1885 / www.artofthetable.com
Mei Chow Creations

(616) 458-0471 / meichowcreations@sbcglobal.net
Family Fare and D&W Supermarkets

www.spartanstores.com
Lake Michigan Credit Union

www.lmcu.org
Martha’s Vineyard / Nantucket Baking Company

200 Union NE / 615 Lyon St. NE
(616) 459-0911 / www.mvwines.com / (616) 726-6609 / 

www.nantucketbakingco.com
Storr Printing
938 Cherry SE

459-0068 / www.storrprinting.com




