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Heritage Herald

51st Annual

Weekend Tour of Homes
May 21 & 22

Tour Hours:  Saturday 11am - 5pm
Sunday 1pm - 6pm

All tickets are valid for either/both days.  |  Tour occurrs rain or shine.

Advance tickets are for sale through May 20:

Individual: $18 each
Groups of 10- 19: $15 each

Groups of 20 or more: $10 each
Tickets purchased on days of Tour:  $25 each

Age 12 and under – Free              Tickets are not refundable

Through May 20, advance tickets can be purchased by scanning this QR code:

OR:
 Online – www.heritagehillweb.org
 Family Fare, D&W stores

 Lake Michigan Credit Union branches
 Martha’s Vineyard
 Art of the Table

Details:
 Houses can be seen in any order

 Free shuttle buses pick up, drop off at each open house

**Day-of-tour tickets are sold at GRCC DeVos Campus ticket booth only**
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The Heritage Hill Association
126 College S.E. 
Grand Rapids, MI 49503 
616-459-8950    
Facebook: @heritagehill
Instagram: @heritagehillassociation 
Hours: 9 am - 5 pm, Mon. - Thurs. 
Voicemail available for after-hours messages. 
EMAIL:  heritage@heritagehillweb.org 
WEBSITE:  www.heritagehillweb.org

Purpose: 
The purpose of the Heritage Hill Association is to 
provide neighbors a way of collectively building a 
healthy, historically preserved community in which 
people can  live and  work in a secure and stable 
environment.

Office Staff: 
Barbara Draughon, Executive Director 
Amanda Cormier, Community Organizer 
Maria Zache Starkey, Office Manager

The Heritage Hill Association Board of Directors: 
President 
**Wendy Verhage Falb, Cherry SE 
Vice President
**Suzanne De Haan, Prospect SE
Treasurer 
*James Scozzari, Prospect SE
Secretary
*Richard App, Madison SE

**Wesley Beck, Fountain NE
*Jeremy Czubko, Morris SE
*Amy DeMott, Paris SE
*Jeffrey Fawcett, Cherry SE 
*Carolyn Ferrari (appt), Prospect Ave SE
**Sarah Green, College SE
*Laura Joyce, Morris SE
*Abigail Larimer, Prospect SE
*Wayne Norlin, Morris Ave SE
*Scott Opperman, College SE

*1st Term 
** 2nd Term

The Heritage Hill Association Board of Directors meets 
at 7pm the third Wednesday of each month via Zoom 
(during COVID). The meetings are open to the public. 
Please contact the office at heritage@heritagehillweb.
org or 616-459-8950 for access codes for any upcoming 
meeting.

Heritage Hill Association Contacts:
Finance: James Scozzari
Newsletter: Barbara Draughon
Preservation: Rhonda Baker
Traffic and Parking: Amanda Cormier
Zoning: Wayne Norlin
Home Tour: Suzanne De Haan
Home Tour
    Sponsorship: Barbara Draughon
Social Media: Barbara Draughon
State Street: Barbara Droughon
Block Issues: Amanda Cormier

The Heritage Hill Association provides information and 
encourages neighbor participation to keep Heritage  
Hill safe and vital. This community organizing engages 
neighbors to work on issues that arise. As an association 
of neighbors, we have a strong voice but we have no 
regulatory authority.

The GR Historic Preservation Commission regulates 
the City’s Preservation Ordinance. Applications and 
approvals are needed from this city department 
before beginning any exterior work or repairs. 
Contact 456-3451 or rbaker@grcity.org.

The Heritage Herald - Circulation 4,800
 
The Heritage Herald is published by the Heritage Hill 
Association Board of Directors six times a year (bi-
monthly).  The views and opinions expressed are not 
necessarily those of the Board of Directors. We reserve 
the right to edit.  Address correspondence to The 
Heritage Herald, 126 College SE, Grand Rapids, MI 49503.

Typography & Printing:  Storr Printing Services, Inc.

This and That
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126 College S.E.
Grand Rapids, MI 49503
616-459-8950    Fax: 616-459-2409
Hours: 9 am - 5 pm, Mon. - Thurs.
Voicemail available for after-hours messages.
EMAIL:  heritage@heritagehillweb.org
WEBSITE:  www.heritagehillweb.org

Purpose:
The purpose of the Heritage Hill Association is to 
provide neighbors a way of collectively building a 
healthy, historically preserved community in which 
people can  live and  work in a secure and stable 
environment.

Office Staff:
Barbara Draughon, Executive Director
Amanda Cormier, Public Safety
Maria Zache Starkey, Office Manager

The Heritage Hill Association Board of Directors
President
**Wendy Verhage Falb, Cherry SE
Vice President
*Suzanne De Haan, Prospect SE
Treasurer 
*James Scozzari, Prospect SE
Secretary
*Richard App, Madison SE

**Wesley Beck, Fountain NE
*Amy DeMott, Paris SE
**Kate Diedrich, Prospect SE
*Jeffrey Fawcett, Cherry SE
Carolyn Ferrari (appt), Prospect Ave SE
**Sarah Green, College SE
*Laura Joyce, Morris SE
Jeff Martin (appt), Logan St SE
*Wayne Norlin, Morris Ave SE
*Scott Opperman, College SE
*John Walendowski, Prospect SE

* 1st Term
** 2nd Term

The Heritage Hill Association Board of Directors meets at 
7pm the third Wednesday of each month via Zoom (during 
COVID). The meetings are open to the public. Please contact 
the office at heritage@heritagehillweb.org or 616-459-8950 
for access codes for any upcoming meeting.

Heritage Hill Association Contacts:
Finance:   James Scozzari
Newsletter:   Barbara Draughon
Preservation: Rhonda Baker
Traffic and Parking: Amanda Cormier
Zoning: Wayne Norlin
Home Tour: Suzanne De Haan
Home Tour
    Sponsorship: Barbara Draughon
Social Media: Barbara Draughon
State Street: Barbara Draughon
Block Issues: Amanda Cormier

The Heritage Hill Association provides information and 
encourages neighbor participation to keep Heritage 
Hill safe and vital. This community organizing engages 
neighbors to work on issues that arise. As an association 
of neighbors, we have a strong voice but we have no 
regulatory authority.

The GR Historic Preservation Commission regulates 
the City’s Preservation Ordinance. Applications and 
approvals are needed from this city department 
before beginning any exterior work or repairs. 
Contact 456-3451 or rbaker@grcity.org.

The Heritage Herald - Circulation 4,800
The Heritage Herald is published by the Heritage Hill 
Association Board of Directors six times a year (bi-monthly).  
The views and opinions expressed are not necessarily 
those of the Board of Directors. We reserve the right to 
edit.  Address correspondence to The Heritage Herald, 126 
College SE, Grand Rapids, MI 49503.

Typography & Printing:  Storr Printing Services, Inc.

The Heritage Hill Association This and That
By Barbara Draughon, Executive Director

Garden Tour. A big shout out to 
everyone for helping make our 2021 
Garden Tour a success. We appreciate 
Elders’ Helpers, Peter Abertini Realty 
Group, Martha’s Vineyard and ALL of 
our sponsors for helping us surpass 
our revenue goals! The selection of 
beautiful gardens and welcoming 
hosts might only have been surpassed 
by such appreciative guests who were 
not bothered by the rains (and maybe 
a little wind… and some thunder). 
Gardeners are a hardy group with 
umbrellas and ponchos at the ready! 
And we can’t thank enough the 
artisan vendors who stuck it out with 
us at Pleasant Park. The rain was 
offset enough by bouts of sunshine 
to still lure shoppers and made it 
worthwhile for the vendors who sold 
everything from mini-terrariums 
to ceramic garden art. Nearly 75 
volunteers helped with the planning 
and day-of implementation and are 
held in the highest esteem in our 
books. It takes a village and it’s a fine 
village we have in Heritage Hill! 

Vaccination Clinic. Seeds of 
Promise is partnering with the Kent 

County Health Department, Great 
Giant Supermarket, and Grand Rapids 
PROACTIVE to provide a free, walk-up 
vaccination clinic at 1226 Madison 
SE in the Great Giant Supermarket 
parking lot. No registration is needed. 
The mobile clinic will be available 
every Thursday in July (starting July 
8th) from 1 pm-3 pm.

Call for articles. The Heritage 
Herald is your newsletter: for you, 
about you, and by you. If you have 
any news, home projects, or know of 
neighbors doing good things in the 
neighborhood that you think might be 
of interest to other neighbors, please 
let us know. We’ve had favorable 
responses to these recent stories 
which all give Heritage Hill a sense 
of community. We can’t guarantee 
we will publish every idea, but we 
certainly want to hear from you. 

Call for volunteers. As we’ve 
mentioned, it takes a village. If you 
are interested in volunteering with 
HHA, please let us know! Whether 
you want to help plan any of our 
annual special events or you have an 

Gary Rajah • Financial Advisor

616-984-6050
invest@grajah.com • www.grajah.com

We provide 
financial plans 
based on your 
goals, and seek to 
PROTECT WHAT 
YOU LOVE with 
appropriate levels of 
risk management. 

SCAN ME!

Securities offered through Securities America, Inc., Member FINRA/SIPC. Advisory 
services offered through Securities America Advisors, Inc. Rajah Asset Management and 
Securities America are separate entities.

by Barbara Draughon, 
Executive Director

This issue is thick with info about 
our Annual Tour of Homes. However, 
the city is in pain around us. Heritage 
Hill Association is saddened by the 
death of Patrick Lyoya and we share 
our sympathies with his surviving 
family. To hear a father question his 
decision to bring his family to the U.S. 
to escape the dangers they faced in the 
Democratic Republic of the Congo is 
heartbreaking. We neighbors wish for 
peaceful justice for the family and we 
strive to provide a welcoming and safe 
space for all.

*******
It’s here! On May 21-22, HHA brings 
to you the 51st Heritage Hill Annual 
Weekend Tour of Homes! 
THANK YOU TO OUR SPONSORS! 
Make sure to patronize your 
neighborhood supporters and thank 
them for their contribution to this 
much-favored event that showcases 
the beauty and history of our 

neighborhood. See the full list (to 
date!) in this issue of the Herald.
We ask that our Home Tour Steering 
Committee Chairs take a bow in 
center stage: Thank you to neighbors 
Suzanne De Haan, Kate Diedrich 
and Chris & Tom Truesdale. They 
orchestrated this 51st tour with all 
of its “special” challenges after a 
2-year hiatus and all the surprises a 
pandemic brings us! HHA thanks Don 
Rietema and Tom Postma for their 
YEARS of providing the behind-the-
scenes support and mentoring the 
Kotrouses to take their places as they 
prepare to “retire” from the tour. A big 
shout out to Mei Chow for her artistic 
talents and gifting each of our Home 
Tour hosts with original paintings 
of their homes. And, of course, we 
extend our immense gratitude to the 
fabulous home hosts who stuck with 
us throughout this crazy time: Deb 
Cloney & Scott Kammeraad, Mary 
& Sean Dougherty, Steve & Deb 
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(Continued on page 16)

Matthew Lieto, DMD

“The professionals at Heritage Hill Dental are dedicated to 
performing high quality dentistry in a comfortable

environment. Utilizing the latest technology and attending
to detail, we provide the highest standard of patient care--

the focal point of our practice.”

www.heritagehill.dental                                                   616.451.2336
255 WASHINGTON SE  •   SUITE 4   • GRAND RAPIDS MICHIGAN   49503

907 Cherry Street SE  Grand Rapids, MI 49506    www.rubiessalongr.com     616-451-4900  

Whether you’re looking for a trim or a   
whole new look, we can’t wait to develop 

and create your personal cut or style vision!  

(616) 261-0300  overheaddoorgr.com

Bring your classic home to life.

Proudly serving Heritage Hill for 72 years. 

(616) 261-0300  overheaddoorgr.com

Bring your classic home to life.

Proudly serving Heritage Hill for 72 years. 

(616) 261-0300  overheaddoorgr.com

Bring your classic home to life.

Proudly serving Heritage Hill for 72 years. 

Pleasant Park yet as expected. Various 
points were made about its potential 
for injury and traffic/pedestrian 
hazards. Questions were raised about 
who has the powers of enforcement 
(GRPD? MobileGR? The company 
itself?) Amanda reported that she has 
had conversations with GRPD and 
MobileGR and neither is enforcing 
the safety rules of the scooters. John 
suggested that without enforcement, 
there is chaos; and drivers and cyclists 
are beholden to alcohol laws, therefore 
scooter riders should be, too.  Amanda 
promised to make MobileGR aware of 
the concerns. Rich added the GRPD 
has substantial limitations right now 
and personal responsibility related 
to wearing helmets, etc. cannot be 
underestimated, as well.
Wayne asked for further info on the 
WOOD-TV proposal to the city to install 
perimeter security fencing. Staff noted 
that the station is already closely 
engaged with the Historic Preservation 
Office during the design phase to make 
sure anything proposed is within the 
guidelines of that office. The station 
confirmed last week that the design 
will include a gate at the bottom 
of the driveway that will prohibit 
pedestrian and automotive traffic alike 
from gaining entry to the property 
without key card access. Various board 
members expressed dismay at the 
decision by the station and concern for 
what message a perimeter fence could 
send to the community if the design 
leans toward imposing vs. subtle. 
Staff emphasized that this design will 
require the HHA offices to move to a 
location better suited to public access 
and will be in close communication 
with station leaders about construction 
schedules as well as designs.
Fundraising / Garden Tour:  Kate D. 
requested that members start pushing 
ticket sales for the Garden Tour. 
Board members asked for an update 
on their volunteer assignments and 
Barbara promised to communicate 
their inquiries to the Garden Tour 
committee.  Kate asked for ideas on 
donations of hand sanitizer and Sarah 
offered to inquire at the Rapid for a 
donation.  
Community Engagement:  Sarah G. 
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Board Notes (Cont’d from pg 15)

Bylsma Painting Company
Excellence since 1972

Rick Bylsma has given presentations to Historic Societies, Old House Expo 
events, and to the Michigan Historic Preservation Network.

Some of our projects:
 Frank Lloyd Wright/Meyer May – Steelcase – Grand Rapids, MI
 Frank Lloyd Wright Studio/Amberg home - Grand Rapids, MI
 Gibson Restaurant/Mangiamo’s - Grand Rapids, MI
 Voigt House – Grand Rapids Public Museum - Grand Rapids, MI
 Senator William Alden Smith Estate – Grand Rapids, MI
 Hackley and Hume Estate – Muskegon County Museum, MI
 St. Marks Church – Grand Rapids, MI
 First Methodist Church – Grand Rapids, MI
 Westminster Presbyterian Church – Grand Rapids, MI
 Reagan Marketing – Grand Rapids, MI
 Wealthy Street Theater – Grand Rapids, MI
 Graham Home – Lowell Museum, MI
 Women’s City Club – Grand Rapids, MI

No one in Michigan has more experience, expertise, or volume 
of projects in restoration painting.

616-308-8849
www.bylsmapainting.com

Midtown CraftsMidtown Craftsmenmen
The old house experts.

6 1 6 . 2 4 5 . 5 9 7 0   |   w w w . m t c r e s t o r a t i o n . c o m 

ahead in revenue for the year. June 
is last month of 2021 Community 
Development Block Grant monies from 
city.  The 2022 fiscal year for CDBG 
allocations begins July 1.  Some board 
members suggested that we explore 
with the Finance Committee the pros/
cons/logic of moving our fiscal year 
to align with that of one of our biggest 
funders (HUD/CGBD). 
Staff Reports: Amanda has been 
exploring ways to address speeding 
and littering problems in the 
neighborhood, including yard signs 
to remind drivers to slow down. She 
solicited thoughts from the board on 
creating a Public Safety Committee and 
received general support of the idea.  
Per board request, she will check if 
other neighborhood associations have 
such a group. 
Land Use:  WOOD-TV is proposing a 
gated fence deterring unauthorized 
entry to their (and Heritage Hill 
Association office) property.  Brief 
discussion ensued about how 
keyed access impacts our work as a 
neighborhood association accessible 
to the public and the perception of 
being behind a locked gate. The board 
suggested to wait and see what the 
design plans are and then determine 
how it will affect entry to the office.
Administration:  As it relates to WOOD-
TV fencing proposal, decisions as to 
an office move – if necessary - will be 
discussed at a later date.
Garden Tour:  Planning is going well.  
About 15 – 20 vendor/artisan booths 
are contracted for the park.  A food 
truck has been secured to sell from a 
resident’s driveway.  Already more than 
$15,000 raised in sponsorship monies.  
Ticket sales have been good.  Karen Coy 
has been handling multi promotional/
PSA spots in support of the event.  
Neighborhood newcomer, Denise Cook, 
has been managing the Pleasant Park 
Marketplace portion of the event.
Community Engagement:  National 
Night Out will take place on August 3.
New Business: Rich App noted that 
the Mayor signed a new proclamation 
announcing this day as the celebration 
of 616 Day in Grand Rapids (June 16 = 
6/16).
If you would like an item placed on the 

Board agenda, please call the HHA office 
at 459-8950 before 4:00 p.m. of the second 
WEDNESDAY of the month. If you would 
like to address the Board regarding an 
agenda item, public comment is taken at the 
beginning of each meeting. For non-agenda 

items, public comment is taken at the end of 
each meeting. Typically, Board meetings run 
from 7:00 p.m. until 8:30 p.m.
If you would like to receive monthly Board 
agendas via email, please email us your 
request (heritage@heritagehillweb.org)

Koster, Jim Payne & Char Kruzich, 
Barbara Roelofs & Jason Dahlke-
Butler, Chris & Tom Truesdale, 
and Justin & Kate Wisniewski. We 
cannot forget the generosity of GR 
Community College and the GR 
Public Museum for opening up their 
Custer Alumni House and Calkins 
Law Office, respectively, to tour-goers. 
Our generous neighbors make things 
a little easier, too: the Meyer May 
House Visitors Center for opening 
up their restrooms and GR Public 
Schools for access to parking. It takes 
a village and we have a pretty special 
village!
Did you know? The purpose of the 
annual tour is 3-fold: 
1. It’s the largest fundraiser of 

the Heritage Hill Association 
and acounts for about 1/3 of its 
operating budget to facilitate 
neighborhood programs, publish 
this newsletter and, in general, to 
assist residents and businesses in 
building a healthy and historically 
preserved community.

2. The tour serves to promote the 
diversity, charm, and quality of life 
in Heritage Hill.

3. Tour-goers leave more 
informed of the value of historic 
preservation efforts.

And There’s More… Home Tour is 
certainly a much-awaited annual 
event, but summer isn’t over until 
you’ve participated in or shopped 
the annual Yard Sales (June 4) and 
attended the Garden Tour (June 18). 
More info on each follows in this issue.
Attention Gardeners!  
The Heritage Hill Garden Club will be 
kicking off its 8th season on Thursday, 
May 12 at 6:30 pm.  They meet on the 
2nd Thursday of the month from May 
– September.  It’s a wonderful chance 
to check out the lovely gardens in our 
very own neighborhood, increase 
your gardening knowledge, and go 
on fun and educational field trips. No 
gardening experience necessary!  For 
more information, or to be added to 
the contact list for upcoming events, 
please contact Karen Coy at karen_
coy@yahoo.com.
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T H E  A R T  I S  I N  T H E  D E TA I L S

Juli S. Wemmer DDS, FAGD

Jon C. Feinauer  DDS

455 Cherry Street, SE  
Grand Rapids, MI 49503

P 616.458.8593
F 616.458.0738
www.stonecastledentistry.com

STONECASTLE
DENTISTRY

T H E  A R T  I S  I N  T H E  D E TA I L S

455 Cherry Street, SE
Grand Rapids, MI 49503

P 616.458.8593
F 616.458.0738
www.stonecastledentistry.com

STONECASTLE
DENTISTRY
T H E  A R T  I S  I N  T H E  D E TA I L S

Juli S. Wemmer DDS, FAGD

Jon C. Feinauer  DDS

455 Cherry Street, SE
Grand Rapids, MI 49503

P 616.458.8593
F 616.458.0738
www.stonecastledentistry.com

STONECASTLE
DENTISTRY
Jon C. Feinauer  DDS
Ramiro Lambaria  DMD

West Michigan’s  
Best Choice.

A university-quality  
education at a community 
college price.

carmodypainting.com

616-443-0406

carmodypainting.com

Carmody
Painting

Carmody
Painting

Interior & Exterior
Residential & Commercial

Fully Insured
EPA Lead Certified

Quality Craftsmanship at Competitive Rates

carmodypainting.com

616-443-0406

carmodypainting.com

Carmody
Painting

Carmody
Painting

carmodypainting.com

616-443-0406

carmodypainting.com

Carmody
Painting

Carmody
Painting

A WESTMINSTER 
.Lx:1PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 

47 Jefferson Ave SE 
Downtown Grand Rapids 

westminstergr.org 

JOIN US FOR SERVICE AT www.westminstergr.org

Absolutely everyone 
is welcome. 

N eighborhood  Potpourri    

At a minimum, items left in your 
vehicle should be out of sight. 
(Preferably taken inside or 
placed in your trunk.)

3. Lock Up
Locked doors are the #1 
deterrent of theft. Make a point 
to secure the following items as 
part of your nighttime routine:
•	 All exterior home doors
•	 Garage
•	 Vehicle
•	 Shed

Other steps you can take include:
•	 Keep track of the serial numbers 

on your electronics, bikes, 
jewelry and other valuable 
items to help detectives track 
down stolen valuables through 
databases.

•	 Keep a spare car key fob near 
your bed to turn on the alarm 
and scare off potential thieves 
when you suspect criminal 
activity.
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Tell Me About It! By Kate Diedrich, Co-chair

27 COLLEGE N.E.
JIM PAYNE & CHAR KRUZICH
In1986, two artists purchased an 1890 
American Craftsman Style house that had 
been misused, abused and chopped into 
apartments. It took 14 years, but with 
the help of an innovative architect and 
several skilled craftsmen who shared 
their vision, Jim and Char have created a 
work of art, with every detail thoughtfully 
planned and perfectly crafted. Influenced 
by Frank Lloyd Wright but with a personal twist, they have made 
optimal use of every space, including a stunning entryway, a kitchen 
with curly maple cupboards, an open studio area on the second 
floor with high ceilings and an artist’s loft, a second-story bar room 
with a balcony that overlooks the kitchen and in the master bath, a 
walk-in tiled shower that could accommodate an extended family. 
A creative floor plan, subtle detailing in the cherry, maple and oak 
woodwork, hand-crafted furnishings and an extensive art collection 
make touring this home a visual adventure.          

423 MADISON S.E.
DEB & STEVEN KOSTER
Built in 1882, this large and lovely Shingle Style home has been 
born again as a charming B&B with an elegant first floor shared 
living space that features a living room graced with high ceilings, an 
unusual box bay window, and one of the several ornate fireplaces 
in the home. Light floods the dining room from a window that fills 
an entire wall and the powder room is covered floor-to-ceiling with 
late1920’s era golden tile. Birdseye maple cupboards with leaded 
glass windows and elegant hardware surround the kitchen which 
blends modern elements, like a built in fridge and freezer faced 
with matching wood, with the old including a 1930’s tile counter and 
a brick chimney. The six en suite guest rooms on the upper floors, 

two of which have fireplaces, 
are furnished with antiques and 
linens that suit this turn of the 
century home. The large windows 
create a warm glow in the inviting, 
well-appointed rooms. Two of the 
second story baths are encased 
with detailed and unusually colored 
tile - one of them in bright orchid!

227 COLLEGE S.E.
BARBARA ROELOFS & JASON DAHLKE-BUTLER            
Finished in 1913, this Georgian Revival is one of the most magnificent 
homes in all of Heritage Hill. Built for 
Miner S. Keeler of the Keeler Brass 
Co., only the finest materials and 
the best craftsmanship that Grand 
Rapids had to offer are found in 
every detail of this home. The rose 
brick symmetrical facade displays 
a central window capped with an 
ornate scrolled pediment that sits 
above a balustraded gallery. Below is 
a grand porch that has sweeping entry steps from both sides. This 
ornamentation is bordered by terra-cotta pilasters. From the first 
step into the impressive foyer, a guest knows that they have entered 
a wondrous place. The ornate, hand-carved quarter-sawn woodwork 
is exquisite. Leaded glass floor-to-ceiling bookcases in the library, a 
grand fireplace framed in Carrera marble in the living room and an 
oak paneled dining room with an intricate molded gesso ceiling, all 
furnished with antique furniture from companies like Berkey & Gay 
and Baker - we are so grateful that Barbara and Jayson have offered 
to share their treasure for the tour this year. 

434 MORRIS S.E.
MARY & SEAN DOUGHERTY
Harry F. Stiles, a lumberman who 
hired prominent architect Don J. 
Lakie in 1921 to design his home, 
had traveled to Great Britain to do 
in-depth research on the elements 
of the English Tudor Style of 
architecture. Typical of the style, 
there are half-timbers on the gable, 
leaded-glass windows throughout and the bricks used were “culls”- 
charred, warped and irregular - imitating the look of the hand-made 
bricks used in classic Tudors. A rounded door welcomes you to 
a light and airy living room that has a large fireplace set into an 
arched alcove and a window seat in a leaded-glass bay. It flows into 
a dining room and then to a wood-lined library with a secret panel 
from Prohibition days.  A cubby-lined breakfast nook is next to a 
kitchen that is a perfect blend of old and new. The owners have kept 
the original and very unusual fixtures in the baths that accommodate 
four spacious bedrooms and a sleeping porch on the second floor.  A 
large wood-paneled pool room with an impressive fireplace can be 
found in the basement. 

THE HERITAGE HILL, 51st ANNUAL WEEKEND TOUR OF HOMES
SATURDAY, MAY 21 & SUNDAY, MAY 22

The homes on tour this year are exceptional and we hope that, as the warm weather brings 
the return of our feathered friends to our tree-lined streets, you, too, will find your way to our 

neighborhood this spring for the Heritage Hill Annual Weekend Tour of Homes.
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505 COLLEGE S.E.
DEB CLONEY & SCOTT KAMMERAAD
The genius of Frank Lloyd Wright is on display in this Prairie Style 
masterpiece. Begun by Wright in1909 and completed by his 

protégé, Marion Mahony, 
this home exhibits all of the 
characteristics of his Prairie 
Style - an emphasis on 
horizontal lines, the use of 
natural materials, intimate, 
close spaces leading to 

large, open rooms, earth-toned colors and beautiful stained-glass 
windows. The extensive use of oak woodwork gives a warm glow 
to every room. Subtly changing levels separate private from public 
areas of the home and create visual interest as do bay windows, 
cozy nooks, many built-in features and an expansive veranda that 
connects the home with the surrounding environment. Scott is 
a meticulous craftsman and for the last few years, he has been 
restoring the parts of the home that suffered from the wear and tear 
of a century of use and he has added storage, lighting and other 
elements needed to adapt the home to fit a modern lifestyle. A total 
remake of the kitchen, combining three rooms into one is a gourmet 
chef’s delight. The decor is stunning.  Every piece of furniture and 
each work of art seems to be in just the right place. The lovely 
surrounding gardens create a perfect frame for a perfect house.

240 PROSPECT S.E.
CHRIS AND TOM TRUESDALE
Not every resident of Heritage Hill was a lumber baron or a railroad 
magnate. Everyday folk, like the finisher at the Bissel Carpet 
Company, who was the original resident of this 1882 home, found 
a place to make a life for themselves in simple, sturdy, well-made 
houses such as this Vernacular Style home. The current owners 
wanted to downsize from a much larger home on College but 
wanted to stay in the Hill - a neighborhood that they loved. This two 
bedroom house was the perfect fit. With living and dining rooms, 
an office and a kitchen on the first floor and two bedrooms and a 
bath on the second, the house is small, but the many windows flood 
the home with light, giving it a bright and open feel. Quite a few 
pieces of Chris and Tom’s collection of antiques and art found a new 

home here and contribute to the 
charming, cozy nest that is just 
what the owners were hoping 
for. They transplanted many 
specimens from their old garden 
to their new home and have 
added a water feature, creating a 
peaceful retreat just outside their 
back door.  

 

562 PROSPECT S.E.
JUSTIN & CAIT WISNIEWSKI 
This impressive 1895 Georgian 
Revival Style home makes quite a 
statement, with two-story large bay 
windows on either corner of the 
symmetrical architecture. The eye 
is drawn to the center of the facade 
where wide steps lead to a grand 
porch, then moves from the side-
lights surrounding the front door to the detailed, rounded window 
on the second story to a prominent dormer with diamond-patterned 
mullions on the roof. Major renovations have been going on over the 
last year since the current owners purchased the house, including 
a dramatic paint color on the exterior and a down-to-the-studs 
remodeling in many of the rooms on the interior. The space between 
the dining room and kitchen has been opened up and the kitchen 
and bathrooms have been totally redone, including the creation of 
a Jack-and-Jill bath on the second floor. The original oak floors and 
woodwork have been refinished. This home has an attached garage 
which is a rarity in Heritage Hill. From a floor-to-ceiling window on 
the second story, Cait and Justin can watch their children play in the 
spacious back yard. 
   

473 E. FULTON / CUSTER ALUMNI HOUSE 
GRAND RAPIDS COMMUNITY COLLEGE/
GRAND RAPIDS COMMUNITY COLLEGE FOUNDATION
This house, built in 1904 in the Colonial Revival Style, is reminiscent 
of English and Dutch style houses on the eastern seaboard. This 
stately home, with its symmetrical facade, large windows and 
welcoming porch had been purchased by Davenport University in 
1986, which began much needed renovations to a structure that 
had been turned into three apartments.   Grand Rapids Community 
College bought the Davenport campus in 2009 and, after a $1.8 
million investment, it provides a meeting space for the GRCC 
Foundation Board, offices for GRCC Foundation and alumni relations 
staff and a pleasant, home-like “living room.”  The first floor also 
features an updated state-of-the-art kitchen and a dining room 
that complete a perfect place for entertaining alumni, donors and 
guests of the college. The second story has a large boardroom, 
several more offices and beautifully tiled baths. The house is like 
an art studio, enhanced with works from alumni and students of 
the college. Dedicated to Dave and Karen Custer, two dedicated 
supporters of GRCC, it is not surprising that the building is stylishly 
furnished with goods from Custer Inc., Dave’s manufacturing 
company. 

   
CALKINS LAW OFFICE   |   GRAND RAPIDS PUBLIC MUSEUM
This diminutive white Greek Revival building, with noble columns 
and stately symmetry, was built in 1836 and is the oldest surviving 
structure in the city. Originally located in the heart of Grand Rapids 
when it was still a frontier town, it stood as a symbol of the bright 
future that lay ahead for the city. Charles Philo Calkins purchased 
the building in 1837 and set up a law office with his partner, John T. 
Holmes. The city was growing rapidly, and Calkins’ practice in real 

estate law prospered as well and soon outgrew this small building. 
When streets needed to be widened downtown, the office was 
moved to the Belknap Park area, and over time it was forgotten and 
neglected. Eventually, it was relocated to its present site and came 
under the auspices of the Public Museum. It was fully restored with 
the help of public donations and a dedication ceremony in its current 
location was held as part of the Bicentennial Celebration of 1976.
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N e i g h b o r h o o d   P o t p o u r r i  by Amanda Cormier, Public Safety Organizer

Speeding
Thank you to everyone who responded 
to our recent survey sent to neighbors 
via our e-alert email system. We 
found that speeding vehicles on our 
neighborhood streets is a concern 
shared by a lot of folks. One way of 
measuring speeding traffic has been to 
place a speed board along streets with 

known high speed rates. The speed 
board measures vehicle speed and then 
records speed, time and amount of 
vehicles and then the data can be used 
to see if more permanent measures 
are needed. Effective July 1, 2021, 
speed board requests are now being 
handled by the Mobile GR Department 
of the City of Grand Rapids. No need to 

contact GRPD for this any longer.
Due to staffing shortages, GRPD have 
been unable to have officers enforce 
speeding as they have in the past. The 
speed board can be requested via 311 
(call 311 or download City of GR 311 
app). I can help organize getting a 
large order of “slow down” signs that 
residents can purchase to put in their 
yards, especially folks who live near 
parks where kids are often crossing. 
Please reach out to me if interested!
Vehicle Thefts Continue 
Stolen Vehicles have been on the 
increase nationwide, including right 
here in Grand Rapids. Vehicles are both 
stolen from and recovered in Heritage 
Hill so help do your part to prevent 
vehicle theft. Never leave your car 
running while unoccupied and always 
take your keys and valuables with you 
when you exit. It only takes a moment 
for someone to see a running vehicle 
and then take off with it.
GRPD has also found that stolen 
vehicles are being used during cell 
phone store break-ins and other 
activities. Gas stations, laundromats, 
convenience stores, anywhere it’s a 
quick trip in and out is a target for 
people to sit and watch for running 
vehicles. Lock it up every time! Owners 
of stolen vehicles often report that 
they are leaving their keys inside the 
vehicle….Please take your keys with 
you.
Stolen Purses
Be aware that purses/small handheld 
bags being taken from cars and 
shopping carts at stores. Take it with 
you when you’re shopping and keep it 
with you at all times. I know there are 

T H E  A R T  I S  I N  T H E  D E TA I L S

Juli S. Wemmer DDS, FAGD

Jon C. Feinauer  DDS

455 Cherry Street, SE  
Grand Rapids, MI 49503

P 616.458.8593
F 616.458.0738
www.stonecastledentistry.com
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First Park Congregational Church
United Church of Christ

10 East Park Place NE
Grand Rapids, MI 49503

616 - 459 - 3203
www.parkchurchgr.org

No matter who you 
are or where you are 
on life’s journey, you 
are welcome here!

Worship with us
 Sunday at 10:30am

Located in the heart 
of downtown, next to 
Veterans Park and the 

Public Library

An Open and
Affirming Congregation
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BLOOMS AGAIN!
SATURDAY, JUNE 18

9 AM- 3 PM
The scent of roses, winding flowered 
paths, bursts of early summer 
blooms- after more than two years 
of COVID isolation and months of 
winter hibernation, what could be 
more inspiring than a peaceful stroll 
through some of the most beautiful 
gardens in Heritage Hill?  A ticket or 
two would make a thoughtful Mother’s 
Day present or could be a delightful 
way to gather with friends for a 
shared adventure.

Tickets are only $12 in advance or 
$15 on the day of the tour. 

For ticket information please 
contact the HHA office at heritage@
heritagehillweb.org or (616) 459-
8950.
If your garden is unique, charming, 
creative, quirky or a labor of love that 
you would like to share, we are still 
looking for a few gardens for the 
tour. Other than being at your home 
to answer questions on the day of tour, 
there is not much else required- just   
planting and preparing your garden as 
you usually do. There is a fun “garden 
crawl” the night before with treats and 
wine, so that all of the garden hosts 
can see each other’s growing works 
of art. 
Besides the joy of watching people 
love your garden as much as you do, 
garden hosts will also receive 6 
free tickets to share with family and 
friends -- a thank you gift and the 
eternal gratitude of the Heritage Hill 
Association. 
If your business is interested in 
sponsoring the Garden Tour, 
please contact the office for further 
information. You will receive free 
tickets and recognition in the tour 
booklet, on our website, on all of our 
social media and in the Herald.

907 Cherry Street SE in East Hills      616-451-4900  

Whether you’re looking 
for a trim or a whole 

new look, we can’t wait 
to develop and create 
your personal cut or 

style vision!  
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Tell Me About It!
65 Years on Paris Avenue SE    By Barb Lester, retired HHA staff

14

PRUNING • FERTILIZATION • PEST & DISEASE MANAGEMENT • REMOVAL

YOUR TREES DESERVE THE BEST OF 
CARE ALL YEAR LONG

CALL US AT (616) 245-9449 OR VISIT BARTLETT.COM

Board Notes

$20 off  any service work

Whether you’re considering Buying or Sel ling, Let me open some doors for you!Whether you’re considering Buying or Sel ling, Let me open some doors for you!

Jeff Martin
Realtor®

616-915-2107
Jeff.Martin@CBGreatLakes.com 4488 Cascade Rd. SE

Grand Rapids, MI 49546EACH OFFICE IS INDEPENDENTLY OWNED AND OPERATED.

Discussion at the May, 2021 Heritage 
Hill Association Board Meeting included:
Staff  Reports:  Sarah asked Amanda 
C., Barbara D. and board member 
Carolyn F. to expand on the summary 

presented in the staff report about 
their experience participating in 
the 3-day immersive workshop, 
“Undoing Racism” hosted by NOBL 
with leadership by the People’s 
Institute. All agreed that it was a very 

eye-opening learning experience that 
demonstrated the institutionalization 
of racism and its systemic nature built 
over hundreds of years that has now 
impacted our very neighborhoods 
and the people in them. Carolyn F. and 
Amanda pointed out the analysis tool 
that was used throughout the 3 days 
and its potential for usefulness in our 
HH business and the value of creating 
spaces where all have a voice and feel 
welcome (from art spaces to book clubs 
featuring works for people of color to 
general community involvement, etc.). 
Barbara pointed out the timeliness of 
the workshop and our own long-range 
planning exercises and the need for 
intentionality in our plans and actions 
moving forward.
Land Use:  Wayne N. reported that 
he is now receiving regular reports 
from the City on the various zoning 
permits issued to HH properties and 
noted that most are pretty routine 
(rental certifications, new roofs, etc). 
He noticed that a few requests for fire 
pit permits have been submitted and 
was glad to know that those do need 
approval before installation/use. He 
asked staff to organize a meeting with 
our Code Administrator assigned to 
our neighborhood just as an intro 
and orientation for himself.  Amanda 
agreed to set this up. 
Wayne asked if there was any info 
from Spectrum yet about what they 
plan to do with their recent purchase 
of the house located at 324 Prospect 
NE. Barbara reported that her question 
to them had not been addressed but 
she will revisit it with them during a 
monthly meeting next week. Maria Z. 
S. offered that it would be very difficult 
if not unlikely that the HPC would 
approve something like demolition for 
use as a parking lot or anything drastic 
like that.
 Wayne reported that there is a delay in 
materials to complete the playground 
at Pleasant Park with a new completion 
date of mid-July.  He also called the 
Parks dept to point out a demolished/
vandalized picnic table at Pleasant 
Park and was assured it’d be removed 
promptly and replaced. 
Discussion also ensued about the 
pilot e-scooter program and notice 
made that it has not launched at 

Thank You to our 
Generous Contributors

Kerry and Mitch Baldwin
Michael Fant
Jeffrey Fawcett
Jay Grayson
Mitchell Hagerup
Craig Humphrey
Kathleen Kirsch
Jim Payne & Char Kruzich
David and Lynne Swets
Shahin & Jeni Taheri
Tom & Chris Truesdale
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Art of the Table
606 Wealthy SE / (616) 301-1885

www.artofthetable.com

Mei Chow Creations
(616) 458-0471

meichowcreations@sbcglobal.net

Family Fare and D&W 
Supermarkets

www.spartanstores.com

Lake Michigan Credit Union
www.lmcu.org

143 Bostwick Ave. NE
(616) 234-4000 / www.grcc.edu

500 Cherry St. SE
(616) 454-8305

www.eldershelpers.com

Downtown Grand Rapids, Inc.
29 Pearl St. NW #1

616.719-4610 
www.downtowngr.org

Grand Rapids Public Schools
(616) 819-2150

www.grpublicschools.org

Grand Valley State University
One Campus Drive, Allendale

(616) 331-2025
www.gvsu.edu

Stonecastle Dentistry
455 Cherry St. SE
(616) 458-8593

www.stonecastledentistry.com

BDO USA, LLP
200 Ottawa Ave. NW, Suite 300

(616) 774-7000
www.bdo.com

Grand Rapids Food Coop Initiative
511 Morris Ave. SE

(616) 522-2667 / grfoodcoop.com

Hopscotch Children’s Store
909 Cherry St. SE 

233-4008
www.hopscotchstore.com 

Overhead Door Company
of Grand Rapids

5761 N. Hawkeye Ct. SW
(616) 261-0300

www.overheaddoorgr.com

Past Perfect
303 Briarwood SE

(616) 581-4416 / www.pastperfectinc.com

Pregnancy Resource Center
415 Cherry Street SE

(616) 456-6873 / www.prcgr.org

The Pyramid Scheme
68 Commerce St. NW

(616) 272-3758
www.pyramidschemebar.com

Reagan Marketing + Design
912 Wealthy Street SE

(616) 450-4064
www.reaganmarketing.com/

Shifting Sands Geneology
www.shiftingsandsgen.com
info@ shiftingsandsgen.com

Stuyvesant Apartments /
The Eagle Point Companies

140 Madison Ave. SE/
125 John Roberts Rd., Ste. 12

South Portland, ME
www.eaglepointco.com

2022 TURRET SPONSOR:

Heartfelt Thanks to our 2022 Heritage Hill WeekendHeartfelt Thanks to our 2022 Heritage Hill Weekend
Tour of Homes Sponsors - Please Show Them Your Support!Tour of Homes Sponsors - Please Show Them Your Support!

Grand RiverBuilders
h i s t o r i c  b u i l d i n g  res t o r at i o n

 1627 College Ave.  SE  49507
(616) 544-9337

www.grandriverbuilders.com

100 Michigan NE
(616) 391-1467

www.spectrum-health.org

2022 GABLE SPONSORS:

200 Jefferson Ave. SE
(616) 685-5000

www.TrinityHealthMichigan.org

2022 CUPOLA SPONSORS:

3330 Grand Ridge Dr. NE, GR 49525
(616) 259-9797 / propertiesbyredstone.com

(616) 291-3758
petera@grar.com

www.peteralbertini.com

235 Wealthy St. SE
(616) 840-8341 / www.maryfreebed.com

/ Nantucket Baking
                                            Company

200 Union NE / 615 Lyon St. NE
(616) 459-0911 / www.mvwines.com

(616) 726-6609 / www.nantucketbakingco.com

2022 FINIAL SPONSORS:

2022 TOUR SPONSORS:

Pondera Advisors / Jackie Taylor
5211 Cascade Rd. SE

(616) 956-3410 & (616) 446-8060
jtaylor@ponderaadvisors.com

2022 TOUR FRIEND:

2022 TOUR SUPPORTERS:
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GORDON FOOD SERVICE STORE® IN-STORE COUPON

Limit one coupon per customer, per visit. Does not apply to prior sales. Must be surrendered at time of redemption; coupon 
may only be used once. May not be duplicated or redeemed for cash. Not applicable to online purchases.  
Valid only at our Grand Rapids/Michigan Street location.

10% OFF YOUR  
TOTAL PURCHASE!

Coupon # 130000001107063022

COUPON VALID THROUGH 7/2/2022

0522 HH Ad

Free parking available behind store

Corner of Michigan  
and Diamond

Enjoy contactless curbside  
pick up or delivery!

Order & pay online— 
ready in 2 hours or less!

Get started at GFSstore.com

Popped  Popped  
DailyDaily
Gourmet fresh popped Gourmet fresh popped 
popcorn. Over 8 exciting popcorn. Over 8 exciting 
flavors to try!flavors to try!

Freshly Freshly 
SqueezedSqueezed
Over 15 varieties of fruit Over 15 varieties of fruit 
and vegetable juices.and vegetable juices.

Fresh  Fresh  
Grab & GoGrab & Go
Freshly made sandwiches, Freshly made sandwiches, 
wraps, cut fruit, and more.wraps, cut fruit, and more.

$5  $5  
DailyDaily
Freshly made Rotisserie Freshly made Rotisserie 
Chickens available Chickens available 
everyday.everyday.

Fresh Cut Fresh Cut 
FruitFruit
A variety of tasty  A variety of tasty  
ready-to-eat fruits!ready-to-eat fruits!

Fresh  Fresh  
GuacGuac
Made fresh in-store in Made fresh in-store in 
mild or hot.mild or hot.
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126 College S.E.
Grand Rapids, MI 49503
616-459-8950    Fax: 616-459-2409
Hours: 9 am - 5 pm, Mon. - Thurs.
Voicemail available for after-hours messages.
EMAIL:  heritage@heritagehillweb.org
WEBSITE:  www.heritagehillweb.org

Purpose:
The purpose of the Heritage Hill Association is to 
provide neighbors a way of collectively building a 
healthy, historically preserved community in which 
people can  live and  work in a secure and stable 
environment.

Office Staff:
Barbara Draughon, Executive Director
Amanda Cormier, Public Safety
Maria Zache Starkey, Office Manager

The Heritage Hill Association Board of Directors
President
**Wendy Verhage Falb, Cherry SE
Vice President
*Suzanne De Haan, Prospect SE
Treasurer 
*James Scozzari, Prospect SE
Secretary
*Richard App, Madison SE

**Wesley Beck, Fountain NE
*Amy DeMott, Paris SE
**Kate Diedrich, Prospect SE
*Jeffrey Fawcett, Cherry SE
Carolyn Ferrari (appt), Prospect Ave SE
**Sarah Green, College SE
*Laura Joyce, Morris SE
Jeff Martin (appt), Logan St SE
*Wayne Norlin, Morris Ave SE
*Scott Opperman, College SE
*John Walendowski, Prospect SE

* 1st Term
** 2nd Term

The Heritage Hill Association Board of Directors meets at 
7pm the third Wednesday of each month via Zoom (during 
COVID). The meetings are open to the public. Please contact 
the office at heritage@heritagehillweb.org or 616-459-8950 
for access codes for any upcoming meeting.

Heritage Hill Association Contacts:
Finance:   James Scozzari
Newsletter:   Barbara Draughon
Preservation: Rhonda Baker
Traffic and Parking: Amanda Cormier
Zoning: Wayne Norlin
Home Tour: Suzanne De Haan
Home Tour
    Sponsorship: Barbara Draughon
Social Media: Barbara Draughon
State Street: Barbara Draughon
Block Issues: Amanda Cormier

The Heritage Hill Association provides information and 
encourages neighbor participation to keep Heritage 
Hill safe and vital. This community organizing engages 
neighbors to work on issues that arise. As an association 
of neighbors, we have a strong voice but we have no 
regulatory authority.

The GR Historic Preservation Commission regulates 
the City’s Preservation Ordinance. Applications and 
approvals are needed from this city department 
before beginning any exterior work or repairs. 
Contact 456-3451 or rbaker@grcity.org.

The Heritage Herald - Circulation 4,800
The Heritage Herald is published by the Heritage Hill 
Association Board of Directors six times a year (bi-monthly).  
The views and opinions expressed are not necessarily 
those of the Board of Directors. We reserve the right to 
edit.  Address correspondence to The Heritage Herald, 126 
College SE, Grand Rapids, MI 49503.

Typography & Printing:  Storr Printing Services, Inc.

The Heritage Hill Association This and That
By Barbara Draughon, Executive Director

Garden Tour. A big shout out to 
everyone for helping make our 2021 
Garden Tour a success. We appreciate 
Elders’ Helpers, Peter Abertini Realty 
Group, Martha’s Vineyard and ALL of 
our sponsors for helping us surpass 
our revenue goals! The selection of 
beautiful gardens and welcoming 
hosts might only have been surpassed 
by such appreciative guests who were 
not bothered by the rains (and maybe 
a little wind… and some thunder). 
Gardeners are a hardy group with 
umbrellas and ponchos at the ready! 
And we can’t thank enough the 
artisan vendors who stuck it out with 
us at Pleasant Park. The rain was 
offset enough by bouts of sunshine 
to still lure shoppers and made it 
worthwhile for the vendors who sold 
everything from mini-terrariums 
to ceramic garden art. Nearly 75 
volunteers helped with the planning 
and day-of implementation and are 
held in the highest esteem in our 
books. It takes a village and it’s a fine 
village we have in Heritage Hill! 

Vaccination Clinic. Seeds of 
Promise is partnering with the Kent 

County Health Department, Great 
Giant Supermarket, and Grand Rapids 
PROACTIVE to provide a free, walk-up 
vaccination clinic at 1226 Madison 
SE in the Great Giant Supermarket 
parking lot. No registration is needed. 
The mobile clinic will be available 
every Thursday in July (starting July 
8th) from 1 pm-3 pm.

Call for articles. The Heritage 
Herald is your newsletter: for you, 
about you, and by you. If you have 
any news, home projects, or know of 
neighbors doing good things in the 
neighborhood that you think might be 
of interest to other neighbors, please 
let us know. We’ve had favorable 
responses to these recent stories 
which all give Heritage Hill a sense 
of community. We can’t guarantee 
we will publish every idea, but we 
certainly want to hear from you. 

Call for volunteers. As we’ve 
mentioned, it takes a village. If you 
are interested in volunteering with 
HHA, please let us know! Whether 
you want to help plan any of our 
annual special events or you have an 

Gary Rajah • Financial Advisor

616-984-6050
invest@grajah.com • www.grajah.com

We provide 
financial plans 
based on your 
goals, and seek to 
PROTECT WHAT 
YOU LOVE with 
appropriate levels of 
risk management. 

SCAN ME!

Securities offered through Securities America, Inc., Member FINRA/SIPC. Advisory 
services offered through Securities America Advisors, Inc. Rajah Asset Management and 
Securities America are separate entities.

Restorative Practices Training
There are a series of upcoming 
events that I hope you will consider 
attending. You do not need to sign up, 
just show up to any or all that you can 
make it to. Starting on Thursdays at 
the end of April and going through 

the first week in June, Neighbors 
of Belknap Lookout will be hosting 
trainings with the Dispute Resolution 
Center of West Michigan. Please 
take a look at the different sessions 
each week in the flyer located in this 
issue of the Herald. Sessions begin at 

6pm at Coit Park and will last until 
approximately 8pm. 

What is a Home Security Survey?
For years, the HHA office have been 
providing free home security surveys 
to all neighbors whether they rent 
or own their home. We wanted to 
give you a little more information 
on what the survey involves. When 
you request a survey, an HHA staff 
member will come to your home and 
survey the exterior only. We evaluate 
your doors, windows, landscaping and 
any security features that are lacking 
or in place. The entire process takes 
approximately 20-30 minutes. 
We then write down some suggestions 
to help improve the property to 
make it more secure. A copy is then 
given to you and you may share the 
recommendations with your property 
owner if applicable. The list we 
provide are simply recommendations; 
they are not requirements. It is up 
to you to decide if you would like to 
make the changes or not.
Please contact our office to schedule 
your appointment!

Heritage Hill Annual Picnic 
planning - please save the date for 
Tuesday August 2nd at Pleasant Park. 
Historically, we have enjoyed games 
on the lawn, hot dogs & ice cream 
treats. But this year, we want your 
input on what you’d like to add to 
this event. Please call or email us 
and share your ideas of what food 
& activities you’d like to see at your 
picnic!

Dumpster Day
A free Dumpster Day has been 
reserved once again for fall of 2022. It 
will take place on Saturday, September 
24 at the Central Reformed Church 
Parking lot (corner of College & 
Fulton). Thank you to the City of 
Grand Rapids for providing several 
dumpsters again and thank you to 
Central Reformed Church for the use 
of the parking lot!

N e i g h b o r h o o d  P o t p o u r r i
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by Amanda Cormier
Community Organizer

A 100 year old home, with a new garage to match.

Proudly Serving Heritage Hill for 73 Years 

Overhead Door Company | 616.261.0300 | overheaddoorgr.com
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Some neighbors made Heritage 
Hill Association aware some recent 
passings and even shared some 
memories of long time residents 
who will be missed:

Fred Lewis (Jan 16, 1929 – May 3, 
2021), long time resident of Heritage 
Hill, passed away peacefully at his 
home after a battle with cancer.  He 
is survived by his daughter Odessa 
Lewis, his brother Henry Allen Lewis, 
and loving friend Dorothy Douston. 
Fred lived at 535 Madison SE for 42 
years.
You may remember him from his spot 
on the porch, catching a breeze, and 
saying hello to the neighbors and 
people passing by.  He had a sweet 
friendship with his landlord’s boxer, 
Ms. Betty White, and of course her 
owner Liz.
Fred was a World War II Veteran.  
After he retired, he spent many years 
delivering for Meals on Wheels. He 
was a kind and generous man, and 
will be missed. 

Kay Courtney (July 28, 1934 – May 4, 
2021) passed away peacefully after 
an extended struggle with cancer 
and the residual effects of a stroke.  
She was born in Indianapolis IN 
and studied journalism at Indiana 
University.  She later married and had 
two children, Jim and Claire.  
In 1960 Kay relocated to Michigan 
where she worked as an editor before 
moving to Grand Rapids to become 
a residential real estate broker, and 
later establishing Kay Courtney & 
Associates.  She found her passion in 
real estate and particularly loved and 
appreciated historic homes.  Kay was 
known for her ethics, assertiveness, 

knowledge, and as an inspiring 
mentor to many realtors until her 
retirement in 2016 at the age of 82!
It is well known that Kay deeply 
loved her adopted home town of 
Grand Rapids as she was a long-time 
resident of Heritage Hill, a steadfast 
patron of the arts, and a generous 
contributor to many community 
developments.  Neighbor Liz Klinzing 
says, “If you live in Heritage Hill, there 
is a good chance Kay was involved in 
selling your house at some time.  She 
was referred to as the ‘Queen of the 
Hill’, and worked tirelessly to help 
people get into a beautiful old home.  
And it did not stop there.  She had a 
list of people that specialized in the 
restoration of historic homes, and 
would generously provide help and 
advice to homeowners.  She would 
invite you in to chat, share advice, and 
admire her beautiful home.  She was 
one tough cookie, but the people that 
loved her knew she had a heart of 
gold.  She was an icon in the Hill.  Her 
many loyal friends here will miss her 
dearly. ” 

Obituaries

May is National Bike Month!
Bike to Work Week 2022 will take place May 16-22, 
2022, and Bike to Work Day is on Friday, May 20.

N e i g h b o r h o o d  P o t p o u r r i
Fireworks Reminder
Soon enough we’ll be in the middle 
of summer celebrations. We want 
to remind everyone that being in a 
historic district, older homes built 
with materials such as wood are more 
susceptible to the danger of fire from 
fireworks sparks. Please use extreme 
caution when using fireworks and 
adhere to usage dates as outlined in 
the City of Grand Rapids ordinance:
A person may only ignite, discharge, 
or use consumer fireworks in the 
City on the following days after 11:00 
a.m.:
(a) December 31 until 1:00 a.m. on 

January 1.
(b) The Saturday and Sunday 

immediately preceding Memorial 
Day until 11:45 p.m. on each of 
those days.

(c) June 29 to July 4 until 11:45 p.m. 
on each of those days.

(d) July 5, if that date is a Friday or 
Saturday, until 11:45 p.m.

(e) The Saturday and Sunday 
immediately preceding Labor Day 
until 11:45 p.m. on each of those 
days.
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Board Notes (Cont’d from pg 15)

reminded the members that National 
Night Out/Annual Picnic is coming 
up in August and the City needs us to 
submit a form if we want to reserve 
any GRPD or GRFD representatives as 
a means to connect with community 
and promote safety. The Community 
Engagement Committee will meet, 
discuss, and make a recommendation 
to staff on what the Aug 3 event should 
look like.
Amanda C. provided an update on 
the traffic box project. Rich A. and 
Amanda joined a neighbor volunteer 
in a presentation to the city’s art 
commission sharing plans to cover 
up to a dozen traffic boxes with art 
by local talents using paint that is 
resistant to graffiti. The concept was 
well-received and the commission 
awaits specific samples from the artists 
before moving forward with execution. 
Jeff inquired how the call-for-entry 
was implemented and Amanda said 
it was announced in the Herald 
which reaches every household in 
the neighborhood as well as emailed 
to various relevant artist networks.  
Another member asked why “Gardens” 
was selected as an overall theme 
versus a social commentary of some 
sort since art is often an expression of 
commentary. Rich offered that public 
art is generally restricted from making 
such commentary and this is a public 
project.
Suzanne D. provided a big “thank you” 
to Rich, Wendy, Sarah, and Wayne 
for serving as organizers and HHA 
“ambassadors” on the recent walking 
tours that have proven to be quite 
popular
New Business:  Maria Z. S. asked the 
member if they wanted to cancel the 
June board meeting due to the business 
of  Garden Tour. Traditionally, the board 
doesn’t meet in May due to Home Tour. 
Wayne suggested that we continue with 
our June meeting as scheduled and 
there was general agreement.
Discussion at the June, 2021 Heritage 
Hill Association Board Meeting included:
Treasurers Report: The board’s 
feedback on the updated/streamlined 
monthly fiscal report was generally 
positive. The staff noted that all is on 
track for ending the year on budget but 
the Garden Tour may put association 

We still need 
volunteers for the 51st 
Annual Weekend Tour 

of Homes – 
We Need You!

The Shifts:

Saturday, May 21:
10:30 - 2:30 and 2:00 - 5:30

Sunday, May 22:
12:30 to 6:15

(split shifts considered)

PLEASE use the link on our 
homepage to sign up:

www.heritagehillweb.org
or Email:

heritage@heritagehillweb.org 
or CALL the HHA Office

459-8950 with your preferred day 
and shift.

Office hours are 9-5, M-TH; 
voicemail is available for after-

hours messages.

Volunteers receive a
free ticket to Tour

as our THANK YOU!
Remember Heritage Hill 
Property Owners:
There is a City Preservation Ordinance that 
governs all exterior changes, repairs and/
or additions to Heritage Hill properties. 
Call the Grand Rapids Historic Preservation 
Commission at 456-3451 for information on 
approvals. You can access the application 
form at the City’s website, www.ci.grand-
rapids.mi.us at the Planning Department 
section or at the Heritage Hill 
Association’s 
www.heritagehillweb.org.  
This ordinance applies to all
exterior changes, repairs, and/
or additions to your home and 
property.  Items such as doors 
and windows including storms, 
yard structures, driveway and 
sidewalk approaches, and 
fences do need HPC approvals.
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Board Notes 

616-540-7918
lakemihcp.com boiler specialists

Call today for your free consultation. 

You can have both.

Discussion at the February 2022 
Heritage Hill Association Board 
Meeting included:
HHA response to HB-4722/SB-
446 (short term rentals bill): the 
board will send a letter to state 
legislators in support of Mayor Bliss’s 
position noting the need for local 
municipalities to retain control over 
their own zoning while recognizing 
the value of short-term rental 
opportunities within local zoning 
ordinances.
Scott O. suggested wrapping up 
discussion of long-range plans as a 
complement to current committee 
work during an in-person board 
meeting in April. 
Staff have reached out to the Johnson 
Center at GVSU for help to craft a 
neighborhood survey who have 
suggested a mailing consisting of 2 
postcards and a letter. Johnson Center 
made several helpful suggestions 
related to length and purpose of any 
community survey.
Carolyn F. reported that the 
Community Engagement Committee 
is exploring a partnership with The 
Commons to have a “Heritage Hill 
Night” once a month where neighbors 
come, chat, and take advantage of 
happy hour prices. The goal would 
be to get people out to meet one 
another and discussing things related 
to the neighborhood. The committee 
is looking to move forward with 
securing some “pop ups” in the parks 
(i.e., Pigeon Creek Shakespeare Co., 
the GR Symphony, etc.) She noted 
that neighbors seem to feel that last 
year’s “Marketplace at Pleasant Park” 
was important and to explore ways to 
accommodate another “marketplace” 
in Pleasant Park (which was very 
labor intensive) this year or next. It 
was agreed that looking for grants 
to help would be beneficial. Carolyn 
wrapped up noting that the board 
should explore incorporating a racial 
equity committee in the future. 
Amanda updated the board on 
discussions with management at the 
Stuyvesant about recent violence in 
or near the building. Wendy recalled 
that writing directly to ownership was 

effective when dealing with problems 
in years past. All agreed that more 
preventative measures and ownership 
involvement are needed. 
Suzanne D. noted that the home tour 
committee is pleased with recruitment 
of house captains. They are looking for 
someone to oversee logistics (delivery 
of supplies, brochures, guides, etc. to 
each house). Approximately $5,000 
has been secured in sponsorships. 
Wayne N. reported that the 355 Paris 
SE property is for sale and the Land 
Use committee is following up with 
Indigo Development to see if they 
plan on developing the property 
while it’s for sale. He also informed 
the board that the McCabe-Marlowe 

House (74 Lafayette NE) is for sale 
and seeks to confirm if mixed-use 
zoning (business/residential) permit 
transfers to the new owners.
If you would like an item placed on 
the Board agenda, please call the HHA 
office at 459-8950 before 4:00 p.m. of 
the second WEDNESDAY of the month. 
If you would like to address the Board 
regarding an agenda item, public 
comment is taken at the beginning of 
each meeting. For non-agenda items, 
public comment is taken at the end of 
each meeting. Typically, Board meetings 
run from 7:00 p.m. until 8:30 p.m.
If you would like to receive monthly 
Board agendas via email, please 
email us your request (heritage@
heritagehillweb.org)
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PRUNING • FERTILIZATION • PEST & DISEASE MANAGEMENT • REMOVAL

YOUR TREES DESERVE THE BEST OF 
CARE ALL YEAR LONG

CALL US AT (616) 245-9449 OR VISIT BARTLETT.COM

Board Notes

$20 off  any service work

Whether you’re considering Buying or Sel ling, Let me open some doors for you!Whether you’re considering Buying or Sel ling, Let me open some doors for you!

Jeff Martin
Realtor®

616-915-2107
Jeff.Martin@CBGreatLakes.com 4488 Cascade Rd. SE

Grand Rapids, MI 49546EACH OFFICE IS INDEPENDENTLY OWNED AND OPERATED.

Discussion at the May, 2021 Heritage 
Hill Association Board Meeting included:
Staff  Reports:  Sarah asked Amanda 
C., Barbara D. and board member 
Carolyn F. to expand on the summary 

presented in the staff report about 
their experience participating in 
the 3-day immersive workshop, 
“Undoing Racism” hosted by NOBL 
with leadership by the People’s 
Institute. All agreed that it was a very 

eye-opening learning experience that 
demonstrated the institutionalization 
of racism and its systemic nature built 
over hundreds of years that has now 
impacted our very neighborhoods 
and the people in them. Carolyn F. and 
Amanda pointed out the analysis tool 
that was used throughout the 3 days 
and its potential for usefulness in our 
HH business and the value of creating 
spaces where all have a voice and feel 
welcome (from art spaces to book clubs 
featuring works for people of color to 
general community involvement, etc.). 
Barbara pointed out the timeliness of 
the workshop and our own long-range 
planning exercises and the need for 
intentionality in our plans and actions 
moving forward.
Land Use:  Wayne N. reported that 
he is now receiving regular reports 
from the City on the various zoning 
permits issued to HH properties and 
noted that most are pretty routine 
(rental certifications, new roofs, etc). 
He noticed that a few requests for fire 
pit permits have been submitted and 
was glad to know that those do need 
approval before installation/use. He 
asked staff to organize a meeting with 
our Code Administrator assigned to 
our neighborhood just as an intro 
and orientation for himself.  Amanda 
agreed to set this up. 
Wayne asked if there was any info 
from Spectrum yet about what they 
plan to do with their recent purchase 
of the house located at 324 Prospect 
NE. Barbara reported that her question 
to them had not been addressed but 
she will revisit it with them during a 
monthly meeting next week. Maria Z. 
S. offered that it would be very difficult 
if not unlikely that the HPC would 
approve something like demolition for 
use as a parking lot or anything drastic 
like that.
 Wayne reported that there is a delay in 
materials to complete the playground 
at Pleasant Park with a new completion 
date of mid-July.  He also called the 
Parks dept to point out a demolished/
vandalized picnic table at Pleasant 
Park and was assured it’d be removed 
promptly and replaced. 
Discussion also ensued about the 
pilot e-scooter program and notice 
made that it has not launched at 
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Thank You to our
Donors for Keeping 
us Going! 

Ken & Kristin Bauer
Dave DeJonge
Jeffrey Fawcett
Linda Gill
Eileen Gould
Jay Grayson
Mitchell Hagerup
Kathleen Kirsch
Jim Payne & Char Kruzich
Craig Nobbelin & Mei Chow
Michelle and Tom Sinas
Shahin & Jeni Taheri
Tom & Chris Truesdale

CALL TODAY - 616.454.8305
500 Cherry Street SE, Grand Rapids

www.eldershelpers.com

Home Health Care
Homemaking Services

Registered Nurse Services
Safety Button

Medication Management

Mention this ad and receive 1 FREE hour of care!
Buy 2 hours of care, and get an additional hour FREE!

Welcome to First 
Church in the heart 
of Grand Rapids - a 
progressive Christian 
community of faith 
that is inclusive and 
affirming of ALL people. 

We look forward to 
connecting with you 
online! 

GRFUMC.org I facebook.com/
GrandRapidsFUMC 

First United Methodist Church 
227 Fulton St E • Grand Rapids 

Please remember us when your apartment needs renters. Your dollars not only find 
you tenants but also support the programs of the Heritage Hill Association! You can 
list your apartment right at the website or stop by the HHA office. We welcome you!

Heritage Hill Apartment Rental and Home Sales Listings
All sizes and prices -- Spread the word!!!

HERITAGEHILLWEB.ORG

The Heritage Hill Association publishes available apartments.
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Board Notes (Cont’d from pg 15)

Bylsma Painting Company
Excellence since 1972

Rick Bylsma has given presentations to Historic Societies, Old House Expo 
events, and to the Michigan Historic Preservation Network.

Some of our projects:
 Frank Lloyd Wright/Meyer May – Steelcase – Grand Rapids, MI
 Frank Lloyd Wright Studio/Amberg home - Grand Rapids, MI
 Gibson Restaurant/Mangiamo’s - Grand Rapids, MI
 Voigt House – Grand Rapids Public Museum - Grand Rapids, MI
 Senator William Alden Smith Estate – Grand Rapids, MI
 Hackley and Hume Estate – Muskegon County Museum, MI
 St. Marks Church – Grand Rapids, MI
 First Methodist Church – Grand Rapids, MI
 Westminster Presbyterian Church – Grand Rapids, MI
 Reagan Marketing – Grand Rapids, MI
 Wealthy Street Theater – Grand Rapids, MI
 Graham Home – Lowell Museum, MI
 Women’s City Club – Grand Rapids, MI

No one in Michigan has more experience, expertise, or volume 
of projects in restoration painting.

616-308-8849
www.bylsmapainting.com

Midtown CraftsMidtown Craftsmenmen
The old house experts.

6 1 6 . 2 4 5 . 5 9 7 0   |   w w w . m t c r e s t o r a t i o n . c o m 

ahead in revenue for the year. June 
is last month of 2021 Community 
Development Block Grant monies from 
city.  The 2022 fiscal year for CDBG 
allocations begins July 1.  Some board 
members suggested that we explore 
with the Finance Committee the pros/
cons/logic of moving our fiscal year 
to align with that of one of our biggest 
funders (HUD/CGBD). 
Staff Reports: Amanda has been 
exploring ways to address speeding 
and littering problems in the 
neighborhood, including yard signs 
to remind drivers to slow down. She 
solicited thoughts from the board on 
creating a Public Safety Committee and 
received general support of the idea.  
Per board request, she will check if 
other neighborhood associations have 
such a group. 
Land Use:  WOOD-TV is proposing a 
gated fence deterring unauthorized 
entry to their (and Heritage Hill 
Association office) property.  Brief 
discussion ensued about how 
keyed access impacts our work as a 
neighborhood association accessible 
to the public and the perception of 
being behind a locked gate. The board 
suggested to wait and see what the 
design plans are and then determine 
how it will affect entry to the office.
Administration:  As it relates to WOOD-
TV fencing proposal, decisions as to 
an office move – if necessary - will be 
discussed at a later date.
Garden Tour:  Planning is going well.  
About 15 – 20 vendor/artisan booths 
are contracted for the park.  A food 
truck has been secured to sell from a 
resident’s driveway.  Already more than 
$15,000 raised in sponsorship monies.  
Ticket sales have been good.  Karen Coy 
has been handling multi promotional/
PSA spots in support of the event.  
Neighborhood newcomer, Denise Cook, 
has been managing the Pleasant Park 
Marketplace portion of the event.
Community Engagement:  National 
Night Out will take place on August 3.
New Business: Rich App noted that 
the Mayor signed a new proclamation 
announcing this day as the celebration 
of 616 Day in Grand Rapids (June 16 = 
6/16).
If you would like an item placed on the 

Board agenda, please call the HHA office 
at 459-8950 before 4:00 p.m. of the second 
WEDNESDAY of the month. If you would 
like to address the Board regarding an 
agenda item, public comment is taken at the 
beginning of each meeting. For non-agenda 

items, public comment is taken at the end of 
each meeting. Typically, Board meetings run 
from 7:00 p.m. until 8:30 p.m.
If you would like to receive monthly Board 
agendas via email, please email us your 
request (heritage@heritagehillweb.org)
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N e i g h b o r h o o d   P o t p o u r r i  by Amanda Cormier, Public Safety Organizer

numerous victims of this kind of theft 
out there, myself included!
Last fall, I made the decision to leave 
my purse under the passenger seat 
of my car while I went for a short 
mid-morning walk in northern Kent 
County. When I came back about 30 
minutes later, my passenger window 
was broken and my purse was gone. 
This told me that someone had to have 
been watching me to see where I put 
it as I exited. No other cars in the lot 
were damaged. I switched from using a 
purse to a waist bag, (fanny pack), or as 
I like to I call it an “adventure satchel”. 
Whatever you want to call it, my keys, 
phone and wallet are on me at all times 
now. It may not be super fashionable, 
but I can say that I do feel a lot safer 
that I won’t set it down somewhere and 
never see it again. If you’re hesitant to 
make the switch, think about keeping 
a spare adventure satchel in your car 
so that when you go to outdoor events 
or a grocery trip, you can easily throw 
your id, credit cards and other small 
valuables in there to keep them safe.
Coldbrook Creek Corner

The Coldbrook Creek Community 
recently reached out to us and wanted 
to share some information about the 
watershed as it affects the north end of 
our neighborhood (roughly bordered 
by Fountain, Crescent, Union and 
Lafayette).
The Coldbrook Creek Community 
recently participated in an LGROW 
event by cleaning up debris from 
around storm drains.  Stormwater 
flows directly into Coldbrook Creek 
without being treated, and from there 
it flows into the Grand River and 

eventually Lake Michigan. The result is 
the possibility of added pollution and 
sediment to our local waterways. For 
more information on how you can help 
with stormwater runoff, or to adopt 
nearby drains to keep clean, visit www.
lgrow.org/stormwater.  Remember: the 
water connects us.
Coldbrook Creek originates in the 

wetlands around Reeds Lake in EGR 
and from there flows into the Grand 
River in downtown GR.  The mission 
of the Coldbrook Creek Community 
is to promote education, protect the 
environment and provide enjoyment of 
this watershed.  To become involved or 
for more information please visit www.
lgrow.org/coldbrook-creek, or search 
for them on Facebook.

RReessttoorraattiioonn  aanndd  rreeppaaiirr  sseerrvviicceess  ffoorr  yyoouurr                                                              
hhiissttoorriicc  wwoooodd  wwiinnddoowwss..  

((661166))444466--33550033        CChheecckk  uuss  oouutt  oonn  FFaacceebbooookk!!                

hheerriittaaggeewwiinnddoowwrreessttoorraattiioonn@@ggmmaaiill..ccoomm    

Restoration and repair services for 
your historic wood windows.

(616)446-3503
Check us out on Facebook!       

heritagewindowrestoration@gmail.com 

2022 DATES TO REMEMBER
All Heritage Hill Association Meetings 

are open to neighbors.

Wednesday, May 4, 5pm – 7pm
First Wednesdays Heritage Hill 

Happy Hour for Neighbors
@ The Commons 

No May HHA Board Meeting 
Cancelled in preparation of

Home Tour

Wednesday, June 1, 5pm – 7pm
First Wednesdays Heritage Hill 

Happy Hour for Neighbors
@ The Commons 

Wednesday, June 15,  7 pm
HHA Board Meeting 

Contact HHA Office for Location

Monday, June 20, 2022
Herald content deadline –

July/August issue

Wednesday, July 6, 5pm – 7pm
First Wednesdays Heritage Hill 

Happy Hour for Neighbors
@ The Commons 

No July HHA Board Meeting 
Cancelled for vacations

ANNUAL DATES:

Saturday, May 21 and Sunday, 
May 22

The 51st Annual Heritage Hill 
Weekend Tour of Homes

Sat., 11:00 am – 5:00 pm & Sun., 
1:00 - 6:00 pm

Saturday, June 4
Yard Sales

Various locations in the 
neighborhood

Saturday, June 18, 9am – 3pm 
Garden Tour 

Saturday, September 24
Dumpster Day
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Neighborhood Improvement & Public Safety 
organizing efforts of the Heritage Hill 
Association are in part funded by the City of 
Grand Rapids' Community Development Block 
Grant Programs.

Neighborhood advice 
from a resident expert. GrandRiverRealty.com
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• 22 yr. Heritage Hill Homeowner
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DATES TO REMEMBER
All Heritage Hill Association Meetings 

are open to neighbors.
Wednesday, July 21, 2021 

HHA Board Meeting – 7:00 pm
Currently Meeting Virtually

on Zoom

Tuesday, August 3, 2021
National Night Out

Annual Picnic
Pleasant Park, 6-8 pm

Bring a Picnic, Visit with
GRFD & Ice Cream

August Board Meeting 
Cancelled for Vacations

Saturday, Sept. 18 2021
Dumpster Day

8am - Noon
Central Reformed Church

10 College Ave NE

Herald Deadline –
September/October issue

Monday, September 13, 2021

Fall Series –
Spooky Walking Tours

Haunted Heritage Hill
Thursday, Sept. 30

Fulton St. Graveyard Tour
Monday, Oct. 18

Haunted Heritage Hill
Monday, Oct. 25

Fulton St. Graveyard Tour
Monday, Oct. 27

All Tours at 6:00 pm
with Carolin Cook of

Grand Rapids Running Tours
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GRPS.ORG

40+ SCHOOLS.
ONE DISTRICT.
YOUR CHOICE.
GRPS is proud to offer the region’s largest, most 
comprehensive selection of school choices in all 
of West Michigan including neighborhood schools, 
theme schools, and more.

Enrollment@grps.org 
(616) 819-2150 

Annual Heritage Hill  Yard Sales Day
Saturday, June 4, 2022

It’s time! 
Host your sale and join neighbors throughout 

Heritage Hill!

Having a yard sale? – Email or 
call the Association office at 
heritage@heritagehillweb.org 
or 616-459-8950 with the ad-
dress of your sale. We’ll put a list 
together and post it on our web 
site and social media.  Please let 
us know by May 31 for inclusion 
on the list.
For best results, advertise your 
sale on your own social media 
and with free-standing signs in 
the neighborhood. Remember 
to please take down your signs 
after the sale!
**What you don’t get rid of, please 
consider donating to various char-
ities and recycling or upcycling 
options. If all else fails, mark your 
calendar for the neighborhood-wide 
“Dumpster Day” on September 24. 
The city will provide neighbors free 
access to dumpsters hosted in Cor-
nerstone Church parking lot. Details 
coming later.**
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Thank You to our
Donors for Keeping 
us Going! 

Ken & Kristin Bauer
Dave DeJonge
Jeffrey Fawcett
Linda Gill
Eileen Gould
Jay Grayson
Mitchell Hagerup
Kathleen Kirsch
Jim Payne & Char Kruzich
Craig Nobbelin & Mei Chow
Michelle and Tom Sinas
Shahin & Jeni Taheri
Tom & Chris Truesdale

CALL TODAY - 616.454.8305
500 Cherry Street SE, Grand Rapids

www.eldershelpers.com

Home Health Care
Homemaking Services

Registered Nurse Services
Safety Button

Medication Management

Mention this ad and receive 1 FREE hour of care!
Buy 2 hours of care, and get an additional hour FREE!

Welcome to First 
Church in the heart 
of Grand Rapids - a 
progressive Christian 
community of faith 
that is inclusive and 
affirming of ALL people. 

We look forward to 
connecting with you 
online! 

GRFUMC.org I facebook.com/
GrandRapidsFUMC 

First United Methodist Church 
227 Fulton St E • Grand Rapids 

Please remember us when your apartment needs renters. Your dollars not only find 
you tenants but also support the programs of the Heritage Hill Association! You can 
list your apartment right at the website or stop by the HHA office. We welcome you!

Heritage Hill Apartment Rental and Home Sales Listings
All sizes and prices -- Spread the word!!!

HERITAGEHILLWEB.ORG

The Heritage Hill Association publishes available apartments.

5

Tell Me About It
There was so much to love about 
the Garden Tour this year. But, we 
especially loved the new people we 
got to meet as we infused an artisan 
component to the day by hosting 
artists/vendors at Pleasant Park. 
One young artist really captured our 
attention and we wanted to know 
more about her. Twelve-year-old 
Ingrid Bott, with the help of her mom, 
Jamie, told us her story:
Heritage Hill Association: How many 
brothers and sisters do you have and 
what do you like to do together? 
Ingrid Bott: I have two younger 
brothers and one older sister. We 
like to go on bike rides and build 
legos together. 
HHA: Have you lived all your life in 
Heritage Hill and what do you like 
about living here? 
IB: No, we just moved here in the 
summer of 2019 from the east 
side of the state. I like living in a 
diverse community, and I especially 
like living in a neighborhood 
with historic homes. (I also love 
the brown and white squirrel who 
lives in the neighborhood!)
HHA: Tell us more about the academic 
program at Blandford Nature Center 
you attended.
IB: Due to the pandemic, it wasn’t a 
typical Blandford year. We didn’t even 
get to go to the school until the end 
of January. We missed out on a lot 
of activities and projects, but there 
were still some projects I was able 
to do that I enjoyed. Once we were 
back in school, we did lots of hikes 
to study birds, trees, wildflowers, 
and frogs. We also received stuffed 
animal chickens because we were 
unable to raise chickens the way 
Blandford students normally do. I 
liked receiving chickens, and it was 

the inspiration for my art. 
HHA: Do you look at photos of 
animals when you draw? What 
do you think made you want to 
start drawing them?  How do 
you decide when to use color 
and when not to? 
IB: In April, our art teacher 
assigned a drawing project 
of our chickens. We used a 
sharpie to draw our chickens 
and then added color to some 
of the sections. I really liked 
the black and white drawing 
style, so I started experimenting 
with other animals. Sometimes 
I use photos on the internet 
for the more complex animals 
and some of them I just draw 
from memory. I did use some color 
on the original chicken. But recently 
my elementary school teacher gave 
me a set of colored sharpies and 
encouraged me to experiment more 
with color. 

HHA: What do you hope for your art 
in the future? 
IB: In the near future, I will be 
opening an etsy shop (Little Nature 
Scribbles) to sell more drawings 
and cards, and in the long term, 
I would like to participate in more art 
shows and possibly go to art school 

West Michigan’s  
Best Choice.

A university-quality  
education at a community 
college price.

A WESTMINSTER 
.Lx:1PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 

47 Jefferson Ave SE 
Downtown Grand Rapids 

westminstergr.org 

JOIN US DOWNTOWN ON SUNDAYS AT 10:00 AM

Absolutely everyone 
is welcome. 

someday. 
HHA: Where can we find you to learn 
more about your art?
Mom/Jamie Bott:  If people are 
interested in purchasing, my email 
is jamieclare1@gmail.com She’s also 
happy to do special requests - when 
I posted photos about the art fair 
in Pleasant Park, I actually had four 
people message me about animal 
requests, so that was a fun surprise 
as well!
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