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COVID-19 Vaccine Update
As neighbors know, old houses often need our loving care to become o
Submitted by our Neighbors at Mercy Health

As the COVID-19 pandemic continues
into its second year, vaccines offer us
hope that an end is in sight. Mercy
Health is working closely with the
Michigan Department of Health and
Human Services and our local health
departments to vaccinate patients
as soon as possible, but vaccine
availability is still limited at this time.
Mercy Health hospitals and Mercy
Health Physician Partners have
begun to individually contact our
eligible patients by email, MyChart
notification, or by phone to schedule
appointments at one of our
vaccination centers.
In addition, we are still moving
through vaccinations for the 1A
health care category, while also
working in conjunction with
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Madison Lofts
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The Heritage Hill Neighborhood Association has a long-standing process in place to review and comment on substantial
Madison St. view of Madison Lofts:
changes proposed for our area. Staff and committee members regularly monitor new development applications filed with
the City of Grand Rapids. In fact, developers often seek our input before formalizing their request.
Here is a brief review of recent and current projects that our association has been involved in:

Madison Lofts

Corner of Madison and Cherry, SE;

After sitting vacant for several years, the
former Bethel Pentecostal Church (later
Faith Ministries Center) is well along in the
process of being converted into housing.
The building will contain 22 apartments
(14 two-bedroom and 8 one-bedroom
units). As a unique (and necessary)
feature of the project, a ramp is being
constructed to provide parking for cars in
the basement.
(Continued on page 3)

Madison St. view of Madison Lofts
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The Heritage Hill Association

126 College S.E.
Grand Rapids, MI 49503
616-459-8950 Fax: 616-459-2409
Hours: 9 am - 5 pm, Mon. - Thurs.
Voicemail available for after-hours messages.
EMAIL: heritage@heritagehillweb.org
WEBSITE: www.heritagehillweb.org

Purpose:
The purpose of the Heritage Hill Association is to
provide neighbors a way of collectively building a
healthy, historically preserved community in which
people can live and work in a secure and stable
environment.
Office Staff:
Barbara Draughon, Executive Director
Amanda Cormier, Public Safety
Maria Zache Starkey, Office Manager
The Heritage Hill Association Board of Directors
President
**Wendy Verhage Falb, Cherry SE
Vice President
*Suzanne De Haan, Prospect SE
Treasurer
*James Scozzari, Prospect SE
Secretary
*Richard App, Madison SE
**Wesley Beck, Fountain NE
*Amy DeMott, Paris SE
**Kate Diedrich, Prospect SE
*Jeffrey Fawcett, Cherry SE
**Michele Giordano, Union Ave SE
**Sarah Green, College SE
*Laura Joyce, Morris SE
Jeff Martin (appt), Logan St SE
*Wayne Norlin, Morris Ave SE
*Scott Opperman, College SE
*John Walendowski, Prospect SE
* 1st Term
** 2nd Term

The Heritage Hill Association Board of Directors meets at
7pm the third Wednesday of each month via Zoom (during
COVID). The meetings are open to the public. Please contact
the office at heritage@heritagehillweb.org or 616-459-8950
for access codes for any upcoming meeting.
Heritage Hill Association Contacts:
Finance:
James Scozzari
Newsletter:
Barbara Draughon
Preservation:
Rhonda Baker
Traffic and Parking: Amanda Cormier
Zoning:
Craig Nobbelin
Home Tour:
Suzanne De Haan
Home Tour
Sponsorship:
Barbara Draughon
Social Media:
Barbara Draughon
State Street:
Barbara Draughon
Block Issues:
Amanda Cormier

The Heritage Hill Association provides information and
encourages neighbor participation to keep Heritage
Hill safe and vital. This community organizing engages
neighbors to work on issues that arise. As an association
of neighbors, we have a strong voice but we have no
regulatory authority.

The GR Historic Preservation Commission regulates
the City’s Preservation Ordinance. Applications and
approvals are needed from this city department
before beginning any exterior work or repairs.
Contact 456-3451 or rbaker@grcity.org.
The Heritage Herald - Circulation 4,800
The Heritage Herald is published by the Heritage Hill
Association Board of Directors six times a year (bi-monthly).
The views and opinions expressed are not necessarily
those of the Board of Directors. We reserve the right to
edit. Address correspondence to The Heritage Herald, 126
College SE, Grand Rapids, MI 49503.
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This and That
Goal Setting: The board of the Heritage Hill Association is going through
its goal-setting process and putting
much emphasis on building a sense
of community. If COVID has taught us
anything, it’s that community MATTERS. You might have noticed that our
“Dates to Remember” feature on the
back cover of this bi-monthly publication seems to be growing longer with
each issue. We are working to bring
issues that matter to you via “virtual
brown bag lunches” with key entities around the City with whom you
might not otherwise have much occasion to engage directly. We are sharing some fun now that the weather is
breaking by featuring various walking
tours each month that will highlight
fun facts about our neighborhood and
city!
Non-Scam Alert: The GR Police Department and other city departments
are getting telephone calls from residents asking if recent parking ticket
collection letters they’ve received are
a scam. The City Treasurer assures
us that these letters are not a scam
and the approved collection vendor is
EOS-CCA out of Boston, MA. The City
Treasurer’s office has placed 40,000
delinquent parking tickets with this
collection agency who is releasing
4,000-5,000 collection letters every
7-10 days. Questions from recipients
of these letters should be made to the
agency (the phone number and email
address are provided in the letters
sent). If issues are still unresolved or
unanswered, recipients can send an
email to the staff of the City Treasurer
at grtreasurer@grcity.us.

HHA on Social Media: Please
connect with us on social media at
Instagram @heritagehillassociation
or Facebook @heritagehill . Consider
joining our new Meet Up group where
we have begun posting some fun,
neighbor-led activities https://www.
meetup.com/Heritage-Hill-Neighbors-Friends-Meetup-Group/

Re-districting & “Undoing Racism”: The Heritage Hill Association
will be participating in some various
statewide and nationwide initiatives
to ensure we have a voice in things
bigger than ourselves. For example,
look forward to a summer discussion
around redistricting where we will
help shape our representation in the
state’s initiative to re-draw voting districts. Also, staff and board members
have been invited to a 3-day intensive
workshop called, “Undoing Racism”
in April as a guest of the Neighbors
of Belknap Lookout who received a
grant to run the workshop. We look
forward to sharing the results of both
endeavors.
Pleasant Park Update: Pleasant
Park’s playground facelift should be
complete once the weather warms up
consistently. The playground improvements and installation of shade
sails are welcomed by us all! There is
an installation of yellow equipment
that does not match the other new
equipment. The city noted that this
was a mistake and the yellow will be
replaced with a structure more in line
with the other materials.

Submitted by: Barbara Draughon
Executive Director, HHA

A university-quality
education at a community
college price.

West Michigan’s
Best Choice.

Land Use in Heritage Hill Cont’d from front page
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The Deaconess
523 Lyon Street NE

The large “house” at 523 Lyon Street was actually never a house. The
building was originally built in 1893 as a boarding school for young
Methodist women. It subsequently housed several institutions, most
recently Jellema House, a residence for recovering alcoholics. By the time
this use ceased, and the building sat vacant for a while, she was badly
abused and neglected.

Three years ago, two Grand Rapids couples took on an ambitious project
to renovate this building, which has over 11,000 square feet of floor area.
The city approved a plan to create five apartment units. As of now, four
units are complete
and rented
available todomed
rent. Work
continuesremains intact.
modeled of
anthe
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youth wing.
Theorincredible
sanctuary
on the remaining unit. As the weather improves, work will proceed to
ote: In‐person
church services were suspended twice due to the pandemic, but have
complete some necessary exterior repairs and landscaping.

w resumed on Sundays at 9:30 am; or streaming is available.

Cornerstone
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Cornerstone
Church
Corner of Layfayette and Washington, SE
Corner of Layfayette and Washington, SE
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locations). Due to the needs of their growing congregation,
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2020.
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domed sanctuary remains intact. Note: In-person church services were suspended twice due to the pandemic, but have
now resumed on Sundays at 9:30 am; or streaming is available.

The Heritage Hill
Association publishes
available apartments.
Please remember us when your
apartment needs renters. Your dollars
not only find you tenants but also
support the programs of the Heritage Hill
Association! You can list your apartment
right at the website or stop by the HHA
office. We welcome you!

Your trusted HVAC team committed to good old fashioned service and values,
handling all aspects of HVAC and plumbing for homeowners
and commercial properties.

HERITAGEHILLWEB.ORG

Heritage Hill Apartment
Rental and Home Sales Listings
All sizes and prices -- Spread the word!!!

Home of the $89 Furnace or Boiler Tune-Up
lakemichiganmechanical

lakemichiganmech

lake-michigan-mechanical
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Thank You to our
Generous
Contributors!
Don Bryant
Western Michigan
Genealogical Society
Margaret Chamberlain
& Paul VanOostenburg
Dave DeJonge
Jeffrey Fawcett
Eileen Gould
Jay Grayson
Mitchell Hagerup
Craig Humphrey
Kathleen Kirsch
Jim Payne & Char Kruzich
Gary Myers
Shahin & Jeni Taheri
Tom & Chris Truesdale
Mark Van Allsburg

Remember Heritage Hill
Property Owners:

Whether you’re looking for a trim or a
whole new look, we can’t wait to develop
and create your personal cut or style vision!
907 Cherry Street SE Grand Rapids, MI 49506 www.rubiessalongr.com
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616-451-4900

There is a City Preservation Ordinance that
governs all exterior changes, repairs and/
or additions to Heritage Hill properties.
Call the Grand Rapids Historic Preservation
Commission at 456-3451 for information
on approvals. You can access the application
form at the City’s website, www.ci.grandrapids.mi.us at the Planning Department
section or at the Heritage Hill
Association’s
www.heritagehillweb.org.
This ordinance applies to all
exterior changes, repairs, and/
or additions to your home and
property. Items such as doors
and windows including storms,
yard structures, driveway and
sidewalk approaches, and
fences do need HPC approvals.

Tell Me About It
You know the building. It’s the
cool, Art Deco one on the corner of
Crescent and Union. We asked owner
David Maxam to tell us more about
it and what projects he has going on
these days.
Heritage Hill Association: Tell us a
little about yourself.

David Maxam: I’m an architect who
had served 6 years on the historic
preservation commission. I design a
mix of either modern new builds or
historic preservation work, whether
commercial or residential. I’ve done
restoration work on a number of
Heritage Hill homes as well as some
projects in the Wealthy Historic
District and facade restoration grant
work for UptownGR.
HHA: How long have you been in
Heritage Hill?

DM: I bought 557 Crescent in 2017
and moved my office into the lower
level. The upstairs is a nicely laid
out apartment that was originally
where the owners of Crescent Floral
lived. Typically, second story units in
Heritage Hill can have somewhat odd
floor plans since they’re generally
converted bedrooms. So it’s nice

to have an upper level that was
originally designed as a 2 bedroom
flat.
HHA: What have you liked most
about the neighborhood?

DM: I really appreciate the sense of
community in Heritage Hill. I sit all
day looking out over the corner of
Crescent and Union through the plate
glass storefront and have met a lot of
the dog walkers and neighbors out for
a stroll.

Home Health Care
Homemaking Services
Registered Nurse Services
Safety Button
Medication Management

Mention this ad and receive 1 FREE hour of care!
Buy 2 hours of care, and get an additional hour FREE!

CALL TODAY - 616.454.8305
500 Cherry Street SE, Grand Rapids
www.eldershelpers.com

HHA: Why did you select the site you
have for your office?

DM: I’ve always loved the building
and for years every time I passed it I’d
think, “If only I could find somewhere
like that to have my architecture
office, it would be so ideal.” I was
only casually keeping an eye out
for buildings, but when I noticed it
was for rent, I had to go take a look
even though I wasn’t interested in
renting. After seeing the place and
the condition, I asked if the owner
might be willing to sell it, and the rest
is history.
HHA: Please tell us a bit about what
you know about the building.

DM: The building was built as a new
facility for the Crescent Street Floral
Company in 1940 for $10,000. It’s
built in the Art Deco style and clad
in glazed terra cotta structural
tiles. They’re 8”x16” and nearly 2”
thick, so actually much more like
large bricks than typical interior
tile. The backyard of the building
was once completely covered in
a series of greenhouses and once
had a very large and tall chimney
protruding from it along Union
St. The greenhouses were torn down
by a previous owner sometime in the
1980s.
HHA: What projects are you working
on now?

(Continued on page 6)
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YOUR TREES DESERVE THE BEST OF
CARE ALL YEAR LONG

PRUNING • FERTILIZATION • PEST & DISEASE MANAGEMENT • REMOVAL

CALL US AT (616) 245-9449 OR VISIT BARTLETT.COM

Tell Me About It
(Continued from page 5)

DM: The main project for the building
is the restoration of the terra cotta
facade. Old roof leaks at the parapet
and lack of tuckpointing or a proper
cap on top of the wall has resulted
in the glaze popping off the tile faces
from expansion of frozen water that
has got into the tiles. Once one has
lost its glaze, it’s easier for more
water to seep into neighboring tiles
and spread.
The original tiles were made by
Natco, who was one of biggest terra
cotta suppliers back then. Natco
was short for “National Fireproofing
Company”, and the fire resistance
of terra cotta was one of its biggest
selling points, particularly after the
great Chicago fire. Terra cotta has
fallen out of use since then; however,
there is still one place left in the
country that sells standard glazed
structural tile like these.
It appears that some areas of the
building have been patched in the
past with replacement tiles. You
can notice those replacement tiles
because they’re a solid mint green
or black color, whereas the original
tiles had a mottled glaze. Up close,
the green tiles are actually a mix of a
green base glaze with mottled white
glaze melted over it. Similarly, the
black is mottled with blue to create
an almost granite-like appearance.
The tiles on the building are a grid
of 8”x16” tiles, whereas the tiles
made today are 7.5/8” x 15.5/8” to
match the size of standard cement
blocks which are meant to form
a 8”X16” grid with 3/8” mortar

No matter who you
are or where you are
on life’s journey, you
are welcome here!
Worship with us
Sunday at 10:30am
Located in the heart
of downtown, next to
Veterans Park and the
Public Library
An Open and
Affirming Congregation

First Park Congregational Church
United Church of Christ
10 East Park Place NE
Grand Rapids, MI 49503
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616 - 459 - 3203
www.parkchurchgr.org

worth doing is worth doing
right. Historic restoration done
right looks nothing like the quick
‘fix and flip’ renovation shows that
are on TV. Take the time to plan out
what and how you’re going to do
the project. Almost anything can be
done Do-It-Yourself if you’re willing
to spend some time learning. And,
thanks to YouTube, the knowledge
of how things ought to be done is
available to everyone. For example,
Michigan Historic Preservation
Network has a great series of videos
teaching how to restore historic wood
windows.
HHA: Where can we follow your
project?
joints. Anywhere one of these new
patch blocks was installed, the
mortar joints are twice as wide as
the original mortar joints due to the
smaller size of the replacement tiles.
If two smaller replacement tiles were
next to each other, the mortar joint
then is almost 3 times larger than the
original thin mortar joints.
I bought the building with the
idea of doing my best to restore it
to its former glory, so the idea of
just putting up more mismatched
patches wasn’t appealing. I started
researching what it would take the
recreate the tiles myself. It’s been
quite a rabbit-hole of research into
terra cotta manufacturing. I’ve now
bought a rather large pug-mill clay
extruder and a kiln. I have been able
to extrude a nearly exact clay replica
of the original tile.

The next hurdle is finding a mix
of glazes that will recreate both
the color and mottled pattern of
the glaze. Unlike mixing paint,
with glazing clay you’re essentially
melting glass ingredients onto the
clay, so it involves finding the right
glass chemistry rather than just
mixing pigments. Then there is the
additional challenge of finding the
right application method to get the
pattern and wavy gloss sheen right so
that the repaired walls will be as close

as possible to the original. At some
point I’ll likely have to accept that the
new blocks will never perfectly match
the originals, but I’m going to get it as
close as I possibly can.
HHA: Any advice for others who
are embarking on a renovation in a
historic building?

DM: With any historic building
renovation, I firmly believe anything

We provide
financial plans
based on your
goals, and seek to
PROTECT WHAT
YOU LOVE with
appropriate levels of
risk management.

DM: I’ve been posting videos of my brick
making efforts to restore 557 Crescent
Street on the Maxam Architecture
YouTube Channel. Subscribe to keep
an eye on the progress and see if I’m
able to pull off the DIY challenge of
recreating these historic glazed bricks.
There is also a great article by Pam
Vanderploege on the West Michigan
Modern website with more history and
pictures of the building here:
http://wmmodern.com/new-page-3

SCAN ME!

Gary Rajah • Financial Advisor
616-984-6050
invest@grajah.com • www.grajah.com
Securities offered through Securities America, Inc., Member FINRA/SIPC. Advisory
services offered through Securities America Advisors, Inc. Rajah Asset Management and
Securities America are separate entities.
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TOUR
Saturday

JUNE 19, 2021
9am - 3pm

JUNE 16, 2019
16, 2019
9:00about
A.M.-2:00
P.M.
To volunteer or for JUNE
more information
how to
help or ticket sales, please call the
Save
the date
HHA office at 616-459-8950
or emailP.M.
us:
heritage@heritagehillweb.org.
Thank you!!
9:00 A.M.-2:00

Save the date

We still need gardens if you are willing to share your private space. Please call
the HHA office, 459-8950 or email us: heritage@heritagehillweb.org.
We still need gardens if you are willing to share your
private
Thank
You! space. Please call

the HHA office, 459-8950 or email us: heritage@heritagehillweb.org.
Thank You!

Historic Building Restoration
Residential & Institutional
616-454-9337
www.grandriverbuilders.com
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Spring is here! Pleasant Park needs you!
FB
12

Pleasant Park has
beautiful flower/tree
beds but they need help
Rain
staying
that way! The
Garden
City of Grand Rapids does
not provide maintenance
for these beds. We are
seeking 18 persons/
Shrub
households/friend
Beds
11
groups/organizations
Tree
to commit tobeds
taking a
17
section to maintain this
summer. We are asking
that you or your team
Shrub Bed 9
commit to joining us forShrub Bed 10
the initial neighborhood
wide cleanup on April
17th, if possible, and to
doing at least 4 hours of
weeding in each of the
months of May, June, July,
August and September.

FB 1

FB
3

Flower bed 14

Flower bed 13

FB
12

FB 2

Rain
Garden
Tree
Beds
16

Tree
beds
15

Shrub
Beds
11

Tree
beds
17

FB 4
FB 4

Shrub Bed 7

Shrub Bed 8

Shrub Bed 9

Shrub Bed 10

Pleasant Park offered a much needed
reprieve from being cooped up in
our houses this past year due to
the COVID-19 pandemic. It was
wonderful to see it get so much use
and hear from people how beautiful
it was. We would love help keeping it
that way!
If you are interested please
email Joshlyn Litzenberger at
joshlynlitzenberger@gmail.com for
more information.

Classifieds

WE DO HOME IMPROVEMENT - $200 OFF THIS
MONTH!! Affordable kitchen & bath remodeling
(50% off labor). We also do window replacement.
616-426-0860.

Welcome to First
Church in the heart
of Grand Rapids - a
progressive Christian
community of faith
that is inclusive and
affirming of ALL people.

We look forward to
connecting with you
online!
Restoration and re pair services for you r
Restoration
and repair services for
historic wood windows.
your historic wood windows.
(616)446-3503

Chec k us out on Facebook!
(616)446-3503

heritagewi ndowrestoration@gmail.com
Check
us out on Facebook!

heritagewindowrestoration@gmail.com

GRFUMC.org I facebook.com/
GrandRapidsFUMC

First United Methodist Church
227 Fulton St E • Grand Rapids
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N eighborhood
Home Security Tips
In addition to security cameras, here
are some tips to help secure the
exterior of your home. Most of these
items are relatively inexpensive and
can be found at a home improvement
hardware store or online.

Entry door security:
Make sure your entry doors have a
door viewer so you can see out but
outsiders can’t see in. These small
viewers can be purchased online or
from a home improvement store.
Be sure all of your exterior doors have

“The professionals at Heritage Hill Dental are dedicated to
performing high quality dentistry in a comfortable
environment. Utilizing the latest technology and attending
to detail, we provide the highest standard of patient care-the focal point of our practice.”
Matthew Lieto, DMD

www.heritagehill.dental
255 WASHINGTON SE •

SUITE 4

616.451.2336
• GRAND RAPIDS MICHIGAN

Carmody
Carmody
Painting
Painting
Carmody
Painting
616-443-0406
616-443-0406

49503

carmodypainting.com

Carmody
Painting

carmodypainting.com

Carmody
Painting

Interior & Exterior
Residential & Commercial
Fully Insured
carmodypainting.com
carmodypainting.com
EPA Lead Certified
Quality Craftsmanship at Competitive Rates

deadbolt locks and check to be sure
they work properly.

Reinforce and burglar-proof your
entry door by adding jamb shields.
Jamb shields are designed to help
prevent the door jamb from splitting
when kicked. You can also add hinge
shield kits.

Check to be sure you have 2.5 inch to
3.5 inch screws in all of the hinges,
jambs and locks. Many doors contain
screws that are far smaller and can
result in failure.
Here’s a video link on how to install
the shields: https://www.youtube.
com/watch?v=ZPzngdFpRf8
Window security:

Consider adding sliding window
locks, or window pins to double-hung
windows. Pins can be placed at two
levels; one for when the window is
closed, and one where the window
can be open a few inches but secured
so that the window cannot be opened
wider from the outside to gain
entrance.

Casement windows swing in or
out rather than slide up and down.
Casement window locks can help
prevent windows from being opened
all the way to let a person in while the
window can still be cracked to let in
fresh air.
Also consider reinforcing glass with a
window security film that is designed
to hold glass in place when it breaks.
*The Heritage Hill Association
offers FREE home security surveys.
Just call or email our office to
schedule yours!

carmodypainting.com

Carmody
Painting

616-443-0406

carmodypainting.com
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Emergency Preparedness
Power outages, extreme weather
events, natural and man-made
disasters; there are all sorts of

Po

tpourri

by Amanda Cormier, Public Safety Organizer

emergencies that can catch us
unprepared. Helping your family be
ready can bring a sense of control to
the situation at hand. The Red Cross
recommends having the following
items on hand at all times:
•

•

•

•
•

•
•
•
•
•
•
•

•
•
•
•

Water (one gallon per person per
day for at least three days, for
drinking and sanitation) …don’t
forget to add extra for pets!
Food (at least a three-day supply
of non-perishable food per
person)

Battery-powered or hand crank
radio and a NOAA Weather Radio
with tone alert
Flashlights

First aid kit – (Antibiotic cream,
assortment of bandages, alcohol
wipes, gauze/medical tape, pain
killers, sterile gloves)
Extra batteries

Whistle (to signal for help)

Wrench or pliers (to turn off
utilities)

Manual can opener (for food)
Local maps

creates a fine dust that can be inhaled
or land on toys that end up near
a child’s mouth. If ingested, lead
poisoning can cause developmental
delays, abdominal pain, neurologic

changes and irritability. High lead
levels can be fatal. The Get the Lead
Out! program provides loans and/
or coverage for the repairs needed to
ensure safe and lead-free homes.
(Continued on page 12)

Bylsma Painting Company
Excellence since 1972

Rick Bylsma has given presentations to Historic Societies, Old House Expo
events, and to the Michigan Historic Preservation Network.
Some of our projects:
Frank Lloyd Wright/Meyer May – Steelcase – Grand Rapids, MI
Frank Lloyd Wright Studio/Amberg home - Grand Rapids, MI
Gibson Restaurant/Mangiamo’s - Grand Rapids, MI
Voigt House – Grand Rapids Public Museum - Grand Rapids, MI
Senator William Alden Smith Estate – Grand Rapids, MI
Hackley and Hume Estate – Muskegon County Museum, MI
St. Marks Church – Grand Rapids, MI
First Methodist Church – Grand Rapids, MI
Westminster Presbyterian Church – Grand Rapids, MI
Reagan Marketing – Grand Rapids, MI
Wealthy Street Theater – Grand Rapids, MI
Graham Home – Lowell Museum, MI
Women’s City Club – Grand Rapids, MI

No one in Michigan has more experience, expertise, or volume
of projects in restoration painting.

616-308-8849

www.bylsmapainting.com

Cell phone with chargers and a
backup battery
Medications and medical
equipment such as eyeglasses
and/or hearing aids for each
member of the household
Paper products

Important family documents
Scissors/utensils

*new* During a pandemic:
face masks, hand sanitizer,
disinfecting wipes

To put your plan together, visit:
https://www.redcross.org/get-help/
how-to-prepare-for-emergencies/
make-a-plan.html
Get the Lead out!
Homes built before 1978 when lead
paint was outlawed may still contain
lead hazards that can put children
at risk. Lead paint around windows

HERITAGE HILL CAMPUS

JOIN US!

SUNDAYS @ 9:30AM
In-Person: cornerstonemi.org/InPerson
Or on YouTube: Cornerstone Church Heritage Hill
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Neighborhood
Potpourri
(Continued from page 11)

Both homeowners and Landlords may
qualify for assistance in lead removal.
Here are some of the guidelines for
qualifying:
Location: The home to be repaired
must be located in the city of Grand
Rapids.
Age of Home: The house must have
been built before 1978 and have leadbased paint hazards.
Income: The income for all persons
residing in the home must be below
80% of area median income.
Children: There must be a resident
child 0-5 years of age who lives in the
home. Children in regular daycare
and pregnant women are included.
http://gettheleadoutgr.org/
For more information on the Get
the Lead Out! program, please call
(616) 241-3300 x306 or email info@
healthyhomescoalition.org
Changes coming to Mobile GR
A 2019 external staffing and
deployment study of the police
department suggested that increased
non-sworn support could help freeup officers to perform duties that
require police powers. This week,
Grand Rapids Police Department
(GRPD) Chief Eric Payne and Mobile
GR Department Director Josh
Naramore showcased how that
recommendation will soon be put to
use.
The two city administrators outlined
to the City Commission how parking
enforcement responsibilities will
transfer July 1, 2021 from sworn
police officers to Mobile GR civilian
employees. In addition, GRPD
Communications calls for parking will
also transition to Mobile GR.
MORE INFO: https://www.
grandrapidsmi.gov/Our-City/NewsMedia/Parking-enforcement-dutiestransfer-from-police-dept.-to-MobileGR
*Upcoming online event!
Join the Heritage Hill Association
neighbors in a Zoom meet with
Mobile GR on Tuesday April 13th at
1pm. Bring your parking and mobility
questions!
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A special request from our Garden Tour
Committee co-chairs:
HERITAGE HILL GARDEN TOUR
2021 Shake off those winter blues
and think SUMMER! GARDENS!
VOLUNTEERING!

support for this community event at
any level. With no Home Tour for the
second year in a row, the garden tour
will be the Heritage Hill Association’s
major fund (and fun) raiser for
the year. It’s a chance to help your
neighborhood, actually see real live
people again in an open-air safe way
and you’ll earn a free ticket to the
garden tour. To volunteer, for more
information about how to help or
ticket sales please call the HHA office
at 616-459-8950 or e-mail heritage@
heritagehillweb.org. Lovely gardens,
good food, an art market and fun
for kids - come and help welcome
summer back to our beautiful
neighborhood.

We are planning a Covid-safe
garden tour throughout the Hill
and a marketplace set in Pleasant
Park, on Saturday, June 19th and
welcome anyone who can volunteer
a couple of hours on that day to help
with ticket sales, kids’ events and
general keep-it-all running smoothly
tasks. There are also opportunities
to help with pre-tour planning,
promotion, contacting sponsors and
group sales. If you own a business
or know of someone who might be
willing to sponsor the tour, we would
appreciate your involvement and

WE NEED YOU!

Midtown Craftsmen
Crafts men

The old house experts.

616. 245.5970

|

w w w.mtcrestoration.com

Whether you’re considering Buying or Selling, Let me open some doors for you!

Jeff Martin
Realtor®

616-915-2107
Jeff.Martin@CBGreatLakes.com
EACH OFFICE IS INDEPENDENTLY OWNED AND OPERATED.

4488 Cascade Rd. SE
Grand Rapids, MI 49546

HHA Needs YOU!
The Heritage Hill Association is ramping up its committee activities and looking for some volunteers!
Think about getting involved in your neighborhood by serving on a committee or two:

Land Use Committee: meets on an as-needed basis to monitor and review land use requests

in Heritage Hill. Whether it’s partnering with the city’s Planning Department to work with area
developers looking to convert a former church into affordable housing or helping protect a
historic structure from falling into disrepair, we rely on our Land Use Committee to help keep
Heritage Hill the neighborhood we all love to live, work, and play in.

Community Engagement Committee: meets on an as-needed basis to plan and
implement annual community building events (such as National Night Out/Annual Picnic and
the Annual Holiday Potluck) as well as newer initiatives (such as neighborhood guided walking
tours) to bring neighbors together.

Fundraising Committee: these volunteers meet on an as-needed basis to review current
funding needs and build and implement plans to raise money to support the efforts to maintain a
vibrant neighborhood.
Finance Committee: If you have a head for numbers, balance sheets, and budgets, please

consider joining our finance committee! They meet on a monthly basis to work with the board
Treasurer on monthly reports to the board. This is an important function of the association and
keeps us on track with balanced budgets and mid-year readjustments to respond to our changing
environment.
GRPS.ORG/ENROLLTODAY

The teachers are exceptional
educators and kind mentors,
the administration is engaged
and open to change, and
the attending community is
incredibly rich and dynamic.”
Christy Vos GRPS PARENT

CONGRESS ELEMENTARY

REASON #2

largest selection of school choices

neighborhood school GRADES PK-5

GRAND RAPIDS MONTESSORI
theme school GRADES PK-12

INNOVATION CENTRAL
theme school GRADES 9-12
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Board Notes
DATES TO REMEMBER

All Heritage Hill Association Meetings are open to neighbors.

Monday, March 29, 2021
Heritage Hill Architectural Walking Tour
With Caroline Cook of Grand Rapids Running Tours - 6:00 pm
Contact HHA office or website or FB: @heritagehill for tickets
Wednesday, March 31, 2021
Fulton Street Graveyard Walking Tour
With Caroline Cook of Grand Rapids Running Tours - 6:00 pm
Contact HHA office or website or FB: @heritagehill for tickets
Tuesday, April 13, 2021
Virtual Brown Bag Lunch-n-Learn with
MobileGR – 12:00 - 1:00 pm
Bring all of your parking and traffic safety-related questions
Contact HHA office for Zoom link
Saturday, April 17, 2021
“It’s My Parks Day” / Pleasant Park Clean-Up – 10:00 am – 1:00 pm
In collaboration with the City of Grand Rapids
and Friends of Grand Rapids Parks
Wednesday, April 21, 2021
HHA Board Meeting – 7:00 pm
Currently meeting virtually on Zoom; Contact HHA office for Zoom link
Thursday, April 29, 2021
Heritage Hill Historical Tour
With Caroline Cook of
Grand Rapids Running Tours - 6:00 pm
Contact HHA office or website or FB: @heritagehill for tickets
Wednesday, May 4, 2021
Virtual Brown Bag Lunch with
2nd Ward City Commissioners Ysasi and Jones
12:00 - 1:00 pm
Contact HHA office for Zoom link
Thursday, May 5, 2021
Virtual Brown Bag Lunch with
3nd Ward City Commissioners Lenear and Moody
12:00 - 1:00 pm
Contact HHA office for Zoom link
Wednesday, May 19, 2021
HHA Board Meeting – 7:00 pm
Currently meeting virtually on Zoom; Contact HHA office for Zoom link
Herald Deadline – May/June issue
Monday, May 10, 2021

Annual Dates
Yard Sales
Saturday, June 5, 2021
Garden Tour
Saturday, June 19, 2021
Garden Tour, 9:00 am – 3:00 pm
Marketplace at Pleasant Park, 9:00 am – 4:00 pm
Artisans, children’s activities, & food trucks
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Discussion at the January 2021
Heritage Hill Association Board
Meeting included:
Community Development Block
Grant Funding: Approval sought to
submit request for funding proposal
(RFP) for continued CDBG funding
for 2021- – 2022. Requesting
same funding level as previous
year ($47,568). Board approved
submission of request. Comments
included that the RFP is part of a
5-year cycle but that changes can be
made along the way after both the
city’s Master Planning process and
HHA’s strategic planning. Members
voted unanimously to submit the RFP.
Staff requested that board members
sign and date the Code of Ethics
waiver included in board packets.
Treasurers Report – It was noted
that ArtPrize has announced a return
in the Fall of 2021 and its final
weekend overlaps with the proposed
return of Home Tour (October 3-4). If
the Home Tour committee proposes to
cancel the 2021 tour and return to a
spring 2022 schedule, that will leave a
$7500.00 deficit in our projections.
The Finance Committee seeks
members. Contact James.Scozzari@
gmail.com to help.
Scott Opperman inquired about the
“telephone” line item in the budget
which seemed extremely high at more
than $2,500 per year. Staff noted
that it includes internet as well. The
board agreed that the line item should
reflect that and that the expense is
much more reasonable with that
context.
Staff Reports: Amanda Cormier put
a call out for volunteer assistance
in launching a program to cover
applicable utility boxes with art in an
effort to beautify the neighborhood
while deterring unsightly graffiti.
She noted that the GR Community
Foundation’s “Neighborhood Match
Fund” has a grant opportunity that
might help us cover the costs to
secure artists and gets the project
going. However, the grant requires
that the project be neighbor-led with
the HHA serving as the fiduciary.
Richard App volunteered to help
Amanda make connections, as needed.

Committee/Liaison Reports:
Administration: Wendy Falb
requested that each board member
review the various committees
available for service and reminded all
that service on at least one committee
is required by board members. Chairs
of the various committees provided
an overview of the duties and time
commitments and encouraged further
questions after the meeting. Barbara
requested that members respond by
February 1 with preferences.
Fundraising: Scott Opperman
volunteered to Chair. Kate Diedrich
noted that the Garden Tour is set for
June 19, detailed plans to date and
stressed the need for volunteers.
Community Engagement: Amy
DeMott would like to continue her
service on this committee.
Land Use: Wayne Norlin reviewed
recent activity including the theft
of new parking restriction signs on
Morris as well as the new signage
recently proposed on GRCC’s Heritage
Hill campus. HHA has engaged with
the Historic Preservation Commission
and the GRCC leadership to shape the
proposal to fit in with the residential
setting of the campus. Public hearings
are forthcoming. Jeffrey Fawcett noted
his interest in serving on the Land Use
committee.
Old Business: Scott reminded the
board that the February, April, and
June board meetings will be dedicated
to long-range planning. The February
meeting will be co-facilitated by his
colleague at Mercy Health and the
topic will pertain to goal-setting.
Wayne requested that we reserve
about 15 minutes after the facilitated
session for typical board business
so as not to let 60 days go before
business is addressed. All agreed.
Discussion at the February 2021
Heritage Hill Association Board
Meeting included:
With the assistance of a facilitator,
the Board of Directors initiated
a Strategic Planning process
to set short and long-term goals
in alignment with the purpose
statements outlined in the bylaws.
A short business meeting was

held at the end of the strategic
planning session. Due to Covid and
the re-emergence of ArtPrize, board
members voted unanimously to
cancel Home Tour for 2021 and to
resume the tour the 3rd weekend of
May 2022.

WEDNESDAY of the month. If you would
like to address the Board regarding an
agenda item, public comment is taken at
the beginning of each meeting. For nonagenda items, public comment is taken at
the end of each meeting. Typically, Board
meetings run from 7:00 p.m. until 8:30 p.m.

If you would like an item placed on the
Board agenda, please call the HHA office
at 459-8950 before 4:00 p.m. of the second

If you would like to receive monthly
Board agendas via email, please
email us your request (heritage@
heritagehillweb.org)

Bring
Bring your
your classic
classic home
home to
to life.
life.
Bring your classic home to life.

Proudly serving Heritage Hill for 72 years.
Proudly serving Heritage Hill for 72 years.

overheaddoorgr.com
overheaddoorgr.com
overheaddoorgr.com

(616)
261-0300
(616)
(616) 261-0300
261-0300

STONECASTLE
STONECASTLE

DENTISTRY
DENTISTRY

455 Cherry Street, SE
455Cherry
CherryStreet,
Street,SE
SE
455
Grand Rapids, MI 49503
GrandRapids,
Rapids,MI
MI49503
49503
Grand
P 616.458.8593
616.458.8593
PP616.458.8593
F 616.458.0738
F
616.458.0738
Fwww.stonecastledentistry.com
616.458.0738
www.stonecastledentistry.com
www.stonecastledentistry.com

Juli
FAGD
Juli
S.
Wemmer
DDS,
JonS.
C.Wemmer
FeinauerDDS,
DDSFAGD
Jon
Jon C.
C. Feinauer
Feinauer DDS
DDS

Ramiro Lambaria

DMD

T HE A R T IS IN T HE D E TA IL S
TTHHEE AARRTT I ISS I N
E TEAT IALISL S
I N T TH HE ED D
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Neighborhood Improvement & Public Safety
organizing efforts of the Heritage Hill
Association are in part funded by the City of
Grand Rapids' Community Development Block
Grant Programs.

H E R I TA G E H I L L S P E C I A L I S T

PETE BRUINSMA
Broker/Owner

• 22 yr. Heritage Hill Homeowner
• Expert-level knowledge
• Experience-driven advice

Neighborhood advice
from a resident expert.

A WESTMINSTER

.Lx:1PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH

47 Jefferson Ave SE
Downtown Grand Rapids
westminstergr.org

JOIN US DOWNTOWN ON SUNDAYSAT 10:00AM

Absolutely everyone
is welcome.
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330 Fuller Ave NE
(616) 293-5731
GrandRiverRealty.com

