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 *  See inside for details on future walking tours planned! 
 

  

Heritage Hill Celebrates National Night Out! 
Tuesday, October 6 

 
Though we could not gather in August for a picnic in Pleasant 
Park as in years past, Heritage Hill Association encourages 
other ways of being neighborly and building community: 

 
Join neighbors on 
October 6 at 6:00PM for 
a tour* of Heritage 

Hill’s unique history led by 
one of the City’s leading 
guides, Caroline Cook. 
Caroline has crafted a one-
of-a-kind walking tour that 
features stories and 
histories of some of our 
most iconic homes! 

 
Illuminate your porch 
lights October 6 as a 

reminder to look out for one 
another and keep safe!  

Tickets for the tour are $15 per 
person or $25 for 2 people. 

Maximum of 35 people.  
Masks required. 

 
Please go to our “Give Now” button 
on our homepage to purchase. Just 
type “history tour” in the special 

instructions. 
https://www.heritagehillweb.org 

 
Contact us for other payment 
arrangements or questions.  

heritage@heritagehillweb.org  
616-459-8950 

 
Starting point and other details will 

be sent to ticket holders upon 
purchase. 
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126 College S.E.
Grand Rapids, MI 49503
616-459-8950    Fax: 616-459-2409
Hours: 9 am - 5 pm, Mon. - Thurs.
Voicemail available for after-hours messages.
EMAIL:  heritage@heritagehillweb.org
WEBSITE:  www.heritagehillweb.org

Purpose:
The purpose of the Heritage Hill Association is to 
provide neighbors a way of collectively building a 
healthy, historically preserved community in which 
people can  live and  work in a secure and stable 
environment.

Office Staff:
Barbara Draughon, Executive Director
Amanda Cormier, Public Safety
Maria Zache Starkey, Office Manager

The Heritage Hill Association Board of Directors
President
*Wendy Verhage Falb, 350 Cherry SE, (c) 616-818-8873
Vice President
**Wes Beck, 225 Fountain NE, (H) 456-5144
Treasurer 
*James Scozzari, 437 Prospect SE, Apt. 1, (C) 901-3475
Secretary
*Suzanne De Haan, 573 Prospect SE,  (H) 742-0451

*Amy DeMott, 411 Paris SE, #1, (C) 616-322-1115
**Kate Diedrich, 536 Prospect SE, (H) 451-9211
**Michele Giordano, 444 Union Ave SE, (C) 616-862-7068
*Sarah Green, 403 College SE, (C) 616-206-2089
Jeff Martin (appt), 312 Logan St SE, (C) 616-915-2107
*Wayne Norlin, 558 Morris Ave SE, (C) 616-292-8263
*Scott Opperman, 50 College SE, (C) 616-685-6897
*John Walendowski, 546 Prospect SE, (C) 810-305-1709

* 1st Term
** 2nd Term

The Heritage Hill Association Board of Directors meets at 
7pm the third Wednesday of each month via Zoom (during 
COVID). The meetings are open to the public. Please contact 
the office at heritage@heritagehillweb.org or 616-459-8950 
for access codes for any upcoming meeting.

Heritage Hill Association Contacts:
Finance:   James Scozzari, (C) 901-3475
Newsletter:   Barbara Draughon, 459-8950 
Preservation: Rhonda Baker, (H) 456-3451 
Traffic and Parking: Amanda Cormier, (W) 459-8950
Zoning: Craig Nobbelin, 458-0471
Home Tour: Suzanne De Haan, (H) 742-0451
Home Tour
    Sponsorship: Barbara Draughon, 459-8950
Social Media: Barbara Draughon, 459-8950
State Street: Barbara Draughon, 459-8950
Block Issues: Amanda Cormier, 459-8950

The Heritage Hill Association provides information and 
encourages neighbor participation to keep Heritage 
Hill safe and vital. This community organizing engages 
neighbors to work on issues that arise. As an association 
of neighbors, we have a strong voice but we have no 
regulatory authority.

The GR Historic Preservation Commission regulates 
the City’s Preservation Ordinance. Applications and 
approvals are needed from this city department 
before beginning any exterior work or repairs. 
Contact 456-3451 or rbaker@grcity.org.

The Heritage Herald - Circulation 4,800
The Heritage Herald is published by the Heritage Hill 
Association Board of Directors six times a year (bi-monthly).  
The views and opinions expressed are not necessarily 
those of the Board of Directors. We reserve the right to 
edit.  Address correspondence to The Heritage Herald, 126 
College SE, Grand Rapids, MI 49503.

Typography & Printing:  Storr Printing Services, Inc.

The Heritage Hill Association

Storytime
Normally this is when I’d comment on 
how quickly the summer passed and 
express astonishment at the prospect of 
closing out 2020 soon. But instead I toast 
to the world’s longest, most dreadful 
year. However, it’s been uplifting to read 
about our neighbors in the recent issues 
of the Herald to take our minds off of the 
isolation of COVID! We will continue to 
pepper these stories in issues to come, 
as well. Please feel free to reach out to 
us with story ideas, too! 
HHA Changes
COVID caused a bit of a shift in our 
staffing here at Heritage Hill Association. 
Amanda Cormier had taken the reins 
as Executive Director after Jan Earl 
retired from the position in October 
2019. However, Amanda needed to 
switch hats in March to “home school 
teacher” for her young school-age kids. 
She has decided to return to her former 
position with us in public safety on a 
much-reduced schedule and the Board 
appointed me as the Executive Director 
during its August meeting. It has been a 
whirlwind learning curve but one that I 
am greatly enjoying.
Building Community
Our Hospitality Committee is hard at 

work planning the replacement for our 
“Annual Picnic/National Night Out” event 
on October 6 as well as organizing the 
annual meeting planned for December 
16 when we will review and vote on the 
slate for board candidates.
Plaques
Do you wonder where everyone gets 
those shield-shaped “Heritage Hill” 
plaques that are affixed to the exterior 
of their historic district homes? That’s 
us! If yours has seen better days and 
you want a replacement or if you have 
intended to get one but just never got 
around to it, call or email us. They 
make good welcome gifts for your new 
neighbors, too!  $35 each.
Snow Plowing
Do you own a residential snow plow 
business? Have you got young adults in 
your home that would like to make some 
extra money?
Our office occasionally receives calls 
from neighbors looking for shoveling 
and plowing referrals. We are looking 
for a few reliable plowing/shoveling 
services to be able to recommend to 
callers.  Please call us at 616-459-8950 
if you’d like to be added to the list!

--Barbara Draughon
Executive Director
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Step up to the Heritage Hill Association Board of Directors – 
HHA Seeking 3 Board Candidates for Election at Annual Meeting  

 
Per the Heritage Hill Association By-laws, 
five Board terms are open annually for 
election to the HHA Board. Board 
members are elected by the membership 
at the Holiday Potluck and Annual Meeting 

on December 16, 2020. (Save that date on your calendar – we are working on incorporating 
virtual meeting technology into it). The Board terms are for 3 years that begin on January 1, 
2021 and end December 31, 2023. 
 
The absolute deadline for submitting your candidacy is midnight November 8, 2020. The slate 
will appear along with a brief statement from each candidate in the November/December 
Herald.  
 
To serve, Board members must be residents of the Heritage Hill 
neighborhood or be paid non-resident members. It is helpful to have 
been somewhat active in Association activities or committees but this 
is not a requirement to serve on the Board. The duties of Association 
Board members include: 
 
• Monthly Board Meetings - the third Wednesday of the month - approximately 1 hour long - 

7:00 pm to 8:00 pm; currently held virtually via Zoom. 
• Chairing or active participation on a HHA committee - monthly or quarterly meetings.  Some 

committees such as Home Tour and fundraising demand more of a time commitment. 
• Attendance at HHA sponsored events - i.e. Home Tour, fund-raising and social events. 
• Actively representing your neighbors to the Board. 
• Actively representing the Board to your neighbors. 

The Board wants and needs active and diverse leadership in the organization to adequately 
represent the entire neighborhood. Renters, landlords, owner-occupiers, business 
owners/leaders, etc. are encouraged to get involved! 

 

If you want to learn more about serving, please call the 
Association office at 616-459-8950 or email to 
heritage@heritagehillweb.org 
 

 

FFoorr  MMee  

Step up to the Heritage Hill Association Board of Directors –
HHA Seeking 3 Board Candidates for Election at Annual Meeting 

Per the Heritage Hill Association By-laws, five 
Board terms are open annually for election to 
the HHA Board. Board members are elected 
by the membership at the Holiday Potluck and 
Annual Meeting on December 16, 2020. (Save 
that date on your calendar – we are working 

on incorporating virtual meeting technology into it). The Board terms are for 3 years that begin on 
January 1, 2021 and end December 31, 2023.

The absolute deadline for submitting your candidacy is midnight November 8, 2020. The slate 
will appear along with a brief statement from each candidate in the November/December Herald. 

To serve, Board members must be residents of the Heritage Hill neighborhood or be paid non-resident 
members. It is helpful to have been somewhat active in Association activities or committees but this is 
not a requirement to serve on the Board. The duties of Association Board members include:

•	 Monthly Board Meetings - the third Wednesday of the month - 
approximately 1 hour long - 7:00 pm to 8:00 pm; currently held 
virtually via Zoom.

•	 Chairing or active participation on a HHA committee - monthly 
or quarterly meetings.  Some committees such as Home Tour and 
fundraising demand more of a time commitment.

•	 Attendance at HHA sponsored events - i.e. Home Tour, fund-raising and 
social events.

•	 Actively representing your neighbors to the Board.
•	 Actively representing the Board to your neighbors.

 
Step up to the Heritage Hill Association Board of Directors – 
HHA Seeking 5 Board Candidates for Election at Annual Meeting  

 
Per the Heritage Hill Association By-laws, 
five Board terms are open annually for 
election to the HHA Board. Board 
members are elected by the membership 
at the Holiday Potluck and Annual Meeting 

on December 4, 2018. (Save that date on your calendar). The Board terms are for 3 years that 
begin on January 1, 2019 and end December 31, 2021. 
 
The absolute deadline for submitting your candidacy is November 3, 2018. This slate will 
appear along with a brief statement from each candidate in the November/December Herald. 
(The HHA Bylaws state that Board candidates need to submit their candidacy to the office 30 
days before the annual meeting.)  
 
To serve, Board members must be residents of the Heritage Hill 
neighborhood or be paid non-resident members. It is very 
helpful to have been somewhat active in Association activities, 
committees or neighborhood block clubs, but this is not a 
requirement to serve on the Board. The duties of Association 
Board members include: 
 
• Monthly Board Meetings - the third Wednesday of the month - approximately 2 hours long - 

7:00 pm to 9:00 pm. 
• Chairing or active participation on a HHA committee - monthly or quarterly meetings.  Some 

committees such as Tour demand more of a time commitment. 
• Attendance at HHA sponsored events - i.e. Tour, fund-raising and social events. 
• Actively representing your neighbors to the Board. 
• Actively representing the Board to your neighbors. 

The Board wants and needs active leadership in the organization and representation from the 
entire neighborhood. If that’s not enough, there are treats at all meetings! If you want to serve 
please call the Association office at 459-8950 or email to heritage@heritagehillweb.org. 

 

FFoorr  MMee  

The Board wants and needs 
active and diverse leadership 
in the organization to 
adequately represent the 
entire neighborhood. Renters, 
landlords, owner-occupiers, 
business owners/leaders, etc. 
are encouraged to get involved!

If you want to learn 
more about serving, 

please call the 
Association office 

at 616-459-8950 or 
email to heritage@
heritagehillweb.org
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Each Office is Independently Owned & Operated

3237 Platinum NE, Grand Rapids, MI 49525

P r o p e r t i e s

PETER ALBERTINI

Bringing you home -  
your dream,  our mission

616-951-1605
peteralbertini.com

C i t y .   S u b u r b .   L a k e s h o r e .

Historic Building Restoration 
Residential & Institutional 

616-454-9337
www.grandriverbuilders.comwww.grandriverbuilders.com
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PRUNING • FERTILIZATION • PEST & DISEASE MANAGEMENT • REMOVAL

YOUR TREES DESERVE THE BEST OF 
CARE ALL YEAR LONG

CALL US AT (616) 245-9449 OR VISIT BARTLETT.COM

 

What did you do to prepare for your 
day today?  Did you walk to the 

bathroom? How did you know the 
way there? Did you brush your teeth? 

ABVI - Vision for a Bright New Day

Matthew Lieto, DMD

“The professionals at Heritage Hill Dental are dedicated to 
performing high quality dentistry in a comfortable

environment. Utilizing the latest technology and attending
to detail, we provide the highest standard of patient care--

the focal point of our practice.”

www.heritagehill.dental                                                   616.451.2336
255 WASHINGTON SE  •   SUITE 4   • GRAND RAPIDS MICHIGAN   49503

How did you get the toothpaste 
on your toothbrush?  Did you get 
dressed?  How did you choose 
clothes that fit together?  Did you 
make breakfast?  How did you stay 
out of the way of the hot pan? 
The answer to all these questions 
is that you looked and you saw. But 
what happens when you look and 
cannot see? It can be a scary and even 
paralyzing feeling to those who have 
not learned the skills to adapt to their 
visual impairment or blindness. 
The Association for the Blind and 
Visually Impaired (ABVI) helps 
individuals learn skills and have 
the tools they need to live life to the 
fullest.  And we are located right on 
the corner of College and Cherry! We 
are an independent affiliate of Mary 
Free Bed Rehabilitation Hospital.
ABVI was founded in 1913 by Roberta 
Griffith, a college graduate, author, 
music teacher, vocational trainer 
and fierce advocate for the blind and 
visually impaired. She was also blind.  
She and Helen Keller worked together 
to standardize what is the current 
braille system across the United 
States.
Roberta never allowed her blindness 
to get in the way of accomplishing 
whatever she set out to do.  Her 
mission was to make sure others 
had the training and support to also 
live their lives independently.  Our 
mission has not strayed to this day.  
At ABVI, low vision optometrists and 
specialists, with information provided 
by ophthalmologists and other vision 
specialists,  provide technologies and 
skills training to help improve our 
clients’ ability to function and thrive 
on a daily basis. 
ABVI also provides in-home follow-
up care and rehabilitation. Our 
professional rehabilitation staff 
can help with daily living skills – 
cooking, hygiene, identifying clothing 
and household items – as well as 
managing finances, using a computer, 
safe travel alone and with others, and 
recreation and hobbies.  These skills 
increase confidence and the ability to 
live more independently.

We asked our Heritage Hill neighbor, Association for the Blind and Visually 
Impaired (located on Cherry at College) to tell us more about themselves:
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an Associate Broker with

4301 Canal Ave. SW | Grandville MI 49418

W W W . S A N T I A G O P R O P E R T I E S . U S

We’re your 
neighbors in 

Heritage Hill, 
passionate 

about historic 
homes, and 
we are here  
to help you 

buy, sell,  
and invest.

Your trusted HVAC team committed to good old fashioned service and values,
handling all aspects of HVAC and plumbing for homeowners

and commercial properties.

lakemichiganmechanical lake-michigan-mechanicallakemichiganmech

Home of the $89 Furnace or Boiler Tune-Up

Loss of vision causes stress for 
both the patient and their loved 
ones.  Feelings of isolation, anxiety 
or depression are not unusual.  
Our social workers provide 
compassionate counseling to help 
overcome these challenges. 
If you are living with vision loss, 
you are not alone.  More people are 
challenged by vision loss than you 
realize.  Our peer support groups 
for both youth and adults provide 
encouragement, education and 
friendships to clients and their 
families. During this unusual year due 
to COVID-19, our support groups are 
currently being run via conference 
call.  
Covering 13 counties throughout 
West Michigan, we serve all ages, and 
no one is turned away due to inability 
to pay.  As a small 501c3 organization, 
ABVI relies on donations and grant 
funding to continue operating.
For more information about ABVI 
services, we invite you to go to our 
website at www.abvimichigan.org 
or contact Linda Zizos at lzizos@
abvimichigan.org or 616-458-1187.
ABVI – Helping individuals living with 
low vision or blindness thrive in our 
sighted world!

-Submitted by Linda Zizos
Fundraising and Development for ABVI

Welcome to First 
Church in the heart 
of Grand Rapids - a 
progressive Christian 
community of faith 
that is inclusive and 
affirming of ALL people. 

We look forward to 
connecting with you 
online! 

GRFUMC.org I facebook.com/
GrandRapidsFUMC 

First United Methodist Church 
227 Fulton St E • Grand Rapids 

Remember Heritage Hill 
Property Owners:
There is a City Preservation Ordinance that 
governs all exterior changes, repairs and/
or additions to Heritage Hill properties. 
Call the Grand Rapids Historic Preservation 
Commission at 456-3451 for information 
on approvals. You can access the application 
form at the City’s website, www.
ci.grand-rapids.mi.us at the 
Planning Department section or 
at the Heritage Hill Association’s
www.heritagehillweb.org. 
This ordinance applies to all 
exterior changes, repairs, and/
or additions to your home and 
property.  Items such as doors 
and windows including storms, 
yard structures, driveway and 
sidewalk approaches, and fences 
do need HPC approvals.

ABVI - Vision for a Bright 
New Day
(Continued on page 6)
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T H E  A R T  I S  I N  T H E  D E TA I L S

Juli S. Wemmer DDS, FAGD

Jon C. Feinauer  DDS

455 Cherry Street, SE  
Grand Rapids, MI 49503

P 616.458.8593
F 616.458.0738
www.stonecastledentistry.com

STONECASTLE
DENTISTRY

T H E  A R T  I S  I N  T H E  D E TA I L S

455 Cherry Street, SE
Grand Rapids, MI 49503

P 616.458.8593
F 616.458.0738
www.stonecastledentistry.com

STONECASTLE
DENTISTRY
T H E  A R T  I S  I N  T H E  D E TA I L S

Juli S. Wemmer DDS, FAGD

Jon C. Feinauer  DDS

455 Cherry Street, SE
Grand Rapids, MI 49503

P 616.458.8593
F 616.458.0738
www.stonecastledentistry.com

STONECASTLE
DENTISTRY
Jon C. Feinauer  DDS
Ramiro Lambaria  DMD

You will notice some activity in 
Pleasant Park during September and 
October. As part of the 2013 millage, 
the City is installing a new swing 
set, water spigot, updates to the rain 
garden, and adding shade sails over 
the playground equipment.
About 127 neighbors responded 
to their survey to select the color 

Parks Get an Upgrade
of the shade sails and Catherine 
Zeitse of the Department of Parks 
and Recreation tells us that, “Sage 
Green was the selected color. 
Construction at Pleasant Park …
is expected to start near the end of 
September or early October.”
Also, as part of the same millage, 
Heritage Hill Park (located at the 

corner of Logan and Paris) will 
receive some improvements. The 
City is interested in any ideas or 
observations for improvements to 
that pocket park.
Contact Catherine Zietse with the 
Parks Department with ideas/
comments: czietse@grand-rapids.
mi.us  

PLEASANT PARK
620 Madison Ave SE Grand Rapids, Kent County, Michigan
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Curb Cut at Pleasant Street SE Crossing

Spigot for Urn Pots

Park History Signage on Column

Relocated DNR Sign onto Column

Shade Sails Over Playground Equipment

Swing Set and New Play Surface

Retaining Seat Wall for Swing Set Area

Rain Garden Improvements

DESIGN NARRATIVE
Focus areas for Pleasant Park improvements address 

playground safety, amenities, rain garden maintenance, 

and basic park needs. Based on neighborhood feedback 

and surveys, new features include shade sails over the play 

equipment to mitigate the hot play surface, a new swing set 

and accompanying play surface, cleaning out and re-planting 

of the rain garden, new educational signage of the history of 

the park, a new spigot for ease of watering the urns in the 

plaza space, and a curb cut on Pleasant Street SE along the 

walk at the north park property line. These improvements 

capitalize on the existing open space while providing better 

amenities that will make the park more functional, usable, 

and enjoyable for residents.
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The Heritage Hill 
Association publishes 
available apartments.
Please remember us when your 

apartment needs renters. Your dollars 
not only find you tenants but also 

support the programs of the Heritage Hill 
Association! You can list your apartment 
right at the website or stop by the HHA 

office. We welcome you!

Heritage Hill Apartment
Rental and Home Sales Listings

All sizes and prices -- Spread the word!!!

HERITAGEHILLWEB.ORG
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N e i g h b o r h o o d   P o t p o u r r i  by Barbara Draughon

Back to School and Holidays During 
COVID
Our friends at Mercy Health hosted 
their monthly Town Hall meeting 
with a focus on how to stay safe as we 
send kids back to school or daycare 
and we gear up for holidays where 

we might gather with extended family 
members. They suggest a 4-pronged 
approach:

1) Promote safe behaviors such as 
keeping our kids and ourselves 
home when we are sick, even if 
it’s “just the sniffles”. Make hand 

washing fun to promote frequent 
habits and keep a supply of fun 
masks on hand for the kiddos to 
wear.

2) Maintain healthy environments. 
This is achieved by reducing the 
use of shared objects such as 
classroom supplies/toys or buffet 
tables and frequent washing of 
items. Provide ample ventilation 
or conduct activities outside as 
much as possible. Keeping kids 
at a distance during meals is 
particularly important as masks 
are removed at these times.

3) Maintain healthy operations 
by participating in alternating 
school and virtual sessions. 

4) Prepare for illness. Schools 
can identify thresholds for 
when closure decisions should 
be made. Families can get the 
flu shot to help minimize the 
stretched resources at hospitals 
and doctors’ offices. Officials saw 
significant increases in COVID 
during the Memorial Day and 
July 4 holidays. Exercise safety 
precautions if holidays include 
any family gatherings in your 
home.

Coping During COVID 
The National Suicide Prevention 
Lifeline has identified symptoms of 
coping challenges as more and more 
people are experiencing difficulties 
during COVID. Things to look for in 
yourself or others that impede the 
ability to get through the day:

•	 Eating or sleeping too much/too 
little

•	 Pulling away from people or 
things

•	 Having low or no energy
•	 Feeling numb or like nothing 

matters
•	 Having unexplained aches or 

pains
•	 Smoking, drinking, or using drugs 

more than you should
•	 Feeling unusually confused, 

forgetful, edgy, angry, or worried
•	 Fighting/arguing with family
•	 Thinking of hurting or killing 

yourself or someone else
•	 Unable to perform daily tasks like 

caring for children or getting to 
work/school

Specialists at the National Suicide 

Midtown CraftsMidtown Craftsmenmen
The old house experts.

6 1 6 . 2 4 5 . 5 9 7 0   |   w w w . m t c r e s t o r a t i o n . c o m 

(616) 261-0300  overheaddoorgr.com

Bring your classic home to life.

Proudly serving Heritage Hill for 72 years. 

(616) 261-0300  overheaddoorgr.com

Bring your classic home to life.

Proudly serving Heritage Hill for 72 years. 

(616) 261-0300  overheaddoorgr.com

Bring your classic home to life.

Proudly serving Heritage Hill for 72 years. 
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N e i g h b o r h o o d   P o t p o u r r i  by Barbara Draughon

(Continued on page 10)

Prevention Lifeline are available 24/7 
at 800-273-8255 for confidential and 
free consultations.

An AlPact Community Discussion
Staff attended a Community 
Discussion via Zoom put on by AlPact, 
with all Kent County Police Chiefs, 
including the Kent County Sheriff 
and State Police. The Greater Grand 
Rapids AlPact organization is a group 
that “examines issues affecting police 
and community relations and ensures 
equitable enforcement of laws to 
build trust.”
All of the Chiefs spoke to the difficult 
time that Kent County and the whole 
country are going through, focusing 
on race issues, positive change and 
to reflect on the death of George 
Floyd, recognizing that this event 
has canceled some efforts made 
by the police and recognizing the 
increased need to recognize and 
embrace diversity, through critical 
public trust, acknowledging that trust 
is earned. Chiefs underlined that all 
have the responsibility to learn our 
history and that police departments 
are reasserting their commitment to 
diversity. 
Grand Rapids Chief Eric Payne 
commented that while much 
work has already been done, 
increased efforts are being made 
to bridge the gap in trust through 
outreach programs with students, 
neighborhood associations, churches, 
etc. as well as officers attending 
events and interacting with the 
community in a non-enforcement 
role and that there is always room to 
do better. Chief Payne also stressed 
that both he and City Manager Mark 
Washington have both been in their 
positions a relatively short amount of 
time and asks the community to have 
patience while new strategies and 
plans are being enacted.
The Kent County Sheriff (as well 
as other PDs) answered questions 
about hiring practices and recruiting 
challenges, highlighting that 
education and recruitment can 
start as young as junior high school 

students and detailing cadet and 
internship programs, as well as 
scholarships for academies and 
the importance of mentorship. 
Chiefs expressed the need for more 
opportunity to have the police force 
look like the community they work 
in and that they are often working 
against the bias of the family view 
that being a cop is not an honorable 

profession. In answer to the question 
of how to overcome negative contacts 
with the community, Chiefs discussed 
the need for more training time, how 
priorities have changed over time, 
awareness, implicit bias training as 
well as training for Covid-19.
In response to questions about how 



10

N e ig hbo r h o o d 
P o t p o u r r i
(Continued from page 9)

Whether you’re considering Buying or Sel ling, Let me open some doors for you!Whether you’re considering Buying or Sel ling, Let me open some doors for you!

Jeff Martin
Realtor®

616-915-2107
Jeff.Martin@CBGreatLakes.com 4488 Cascade Rd. SE

Grand Rapids, MI 49546EACH OFFICE IS INDEPENDENTLY OWNED AND OPERATED.

 
Thank You to our Generous Contributors! 

Cami and John Beernink 

Robin and Margaret Bowles 

J E Calvetti 

Deb Cloney & Scott Kammeraad 

July and Fred Clowney 

Nancy Coulter 

Kay Courtney 

David & Sue DeJonge 

Dan and Kate Diedrich 

Glenn and Lannie Eisenbrandt 

Stephanie Gerdes 

Lucia Gooder / Cook 

Eileen Gould 

Mitchell Hagerup 

Jennifer and Chris Hankinson 

Vern Herring and Gene Fortune 

Carl Johnson 

Linda and James Jones 

Todd Krupp 

Robert and Thea Leunk 

Wendy and Edgar Marty 

Colbert Nepaulsingh 

Jim Payne & Char Kruzich 
officer job descriptions could be 
changed and the possibility of mental 
health and social workers being used 
in policing, all Chiefs agreed that 
safety is their number one priority 
in answering a call for service but 
that various teams could be used to 
respond, being modified on a case-by-
case basis.

Thank You to our
Generous
Contributors!
Cami and John Beernink
Robin and Margaret Bowles
J E Calvetti
Deb Cloney & Scott Kammeraad
July and Fred Clowney
Nancy Coulter
Kay Courtney
David & Sue DeJonge
Dan and Kate Diedrich
Glenn and Lannie Eisenbrandt
Stephanie Gerdes
Lucia Gooder / Cook
Eileen Gould
Mitchell Hagerup
Jennifer and Chris Hankinson
Vern Herring and Gene Fortune
Carl Johnson
Linda and James Jones
Todd Krupp
Robert and Thea Leunk
Wendy and Edgar Marty
Colbert Nepaulsingh
Jim Payne & Char Kruzich
Ellen Pool
Mark Ruedy
Erin and Mic Shupe
Shahin & Jeni Taheri
Susan and Chris Tallarico
James and Diane Thorndill
Tom & Chris Truesdale
David and Lynne Swets
Mary VanKuiken
Gerald Wheeler
Marian Zock
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(Continued from page 12)

Heritage Hill Association noticed a 
small garden box with a single plant 
in it on a utility pole near Lyon and 
College with an Instagram address 
marked on it: “@guerillagardenergr”  
We decided we just had to know 
more about our resident “guerilla 
gardener” and asked our neighbor 
to tell us more. And we agreed it is 
all the more fun to keep their exact 
identity a mystery!

HHA: How long have you lived in 
Heritage Hill?
GG: I’ve lived in the Heritage Hill area 
for about 3 years now.
What is it like living/playing/
working in Heritage Hill?
I love walking through our 
neighborhood and admiring the 
natural beauty of the front yards 
as well as the beautiful houses. I 
am blessed to live in a place that is 
already so beautiful.

Why is gardening/gardens 
important to you?
I’ve seen that it takes intentionality to 
produce a beautiful environment. The 
combined effort of our neighbors to 
beautify their yards and re-wild them 
results in a beautiful neighborhood to 
live in.

How would you describe what a 
guerilla garden is? 
Guerilla gardening was made popular 
by Richard Reynolds in his book “On 
Guerilla Gardening”.  Here’s how he 
describes it, I like how he puts it. 
“I do not wait for permission to 
become a gardener, but dig wherever 
I see horticultural potential. I do 
not just tend existing gardens, but 
create them from neglected space. 
I, and thousands of people like me, 

step out from home to garden land 
we do not own. We see opportunities 
all around us. Vacant lots flourish as 
urban oases, roadside verges dazzle 
with flowers and crops are harvested 
from land that was assumed to be 
fruitless”…”This is guerilla gardening: 
the illicit cultivation of someone else’s 
land.”
For me, I’d describe it as making use 
of neglected space for the purpose of 
beauty and food production.

How did the idea to be a guerrilla 
gardener come to you?
This past winter I was lamenting 
about how I didn’t have a front yard 
to landscape into a food forest, or a 
garden to plant vegetables in. From 
seeing posts from other guerilla 
gardeners online, I was intrigued and 
researched ways that I can take on 
the duty of making our surroundings 
more beautiful.
How long have you been planting 
these around town? Are they 
limited to Heritage Hill?
I planted 4 flower boxes this spring. 
One was planted in Heritage Hill 
and the others were planted in the 
Belknap lookout area.

How do you decide what to plant 
and where? What is one of your 
favorites and why?
The ideal location for a guerilla 
garden would be any place that is 
overlooked and could benefit from 
some natural beauty. I decided to 
plant my flowerboxes where I did so 
that I can water them easily.
This past summer I was really excited 
to garden in an abandoned lot outside 
of Heritage Hill, where I planted 

Guerilla Gardening

A WESTMINSTER 
.Lx:1PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 

47 Jefferson Ave SE 
Downtown Grand Rapids 

westminstergr.org 

JOIN US DOWNTOWN ON SUNDAYSAT 10:00AM 

Absolutely everyone 
is welcome. 

RReessttoorraattiioonn  aanndd  rreeppaaiirr  sseerrvviicceess  ffoorr  yyoouurr                                                              
hhiissttoorriicc  wwoooodd  wwiinnddoowwss..  

((661166))444466--33550033        CChheecckk  uuss  oouutt  oonn  FFaacceebbooookk!!                

hheerriittaaggeewwiinnddoowwrreessttoorraattiioonn@@ggmmaaiill..ccoomm    

Restoration and repair services for 
your historic wood windows.

(616)446-3503
Check us out on Facebook!       

heritagewindowrestoration@gmail.com 
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Board Notes
Discussion at the August, 2020 
Heritage Hill Association Board 
Meeting included:
Treasurers Report – Discussion of 
cash flow and savings plan included 
certificates of deposit to be made 
available in the event of a severe 
shortfall. However, the Finance 
Committee recommends a plan for 
their replacement before deciding to 
liquidate. Board members discussed 
identifying and inviting new members 
for Finance Committee as well as 
new fundraising strategies for 2021 
that support the mission of the HHA. 
Discussion ensued about how COVID 
and general current events will shape 
our mission and its execution moving 
forward. It was agreed that a separate 
meeting/retreat is needed to review 
mission, vision and priorities to best 
serve the Heritage Hill constituency.
Staff Reports:   The GR last Master 
Plan was completed in 2002 and is 
under review by GR residents as part 
of the 2022 Master Planning process 
for the city. HHA Executive Director, 
Barbara Draughon, is leading some 
of the review sessions with residents 
of Heritage Hill as part of the broader 
effort.
The litter clean-up event in June was 
sparsely attended, but more interest 
was garnered for future events.
Historic markers at neighborhood 
entries are still slated for refurbishing 
by some neighborhood volunteers, as 
well as the turning of the State Street/
Washington marker so it faces in the 
right directions.
A fruitful discussion about past and 
future community engagement efforts 
ensued as the Association looks 
to wrap up 2020 and build on its 
purpose to “build community” while 
safely adhering to COVID-safe means. 
Neighbor-led efforts will continue to 
be considered and encouraged.  This 
led to an outline for plans related to 
National Night Out, which has been 
moved to October 6. Ideas such as 
illuminating porch lights that night 
as well as a professionally guided 
neighborhood history tour were 
discussed. Details will be secured and 

Bylsma Painting Company
Excellence since 1972

Rick Bylsma has given presentations to Historic Societies, Old House Expo 
events, and to the Michigan Historic Preservation Network.

Some of our projects:
 Frank Lloyd Wright/Meyer May – Steelcase – Grand Rapids, MI
 Frank Lloyd Wright Studio/Amberg home - Grand Rapids, MI
 Gibson Restaurant/Mangiamo’s - Grand Rapids, MI
 Voigt House – Grand Rapids Public Museum - Grand Rapids, MI
 Senator William Alden Smith Estate – Grand Rapids, MI
 Hackley and Hume Estate – Muskegon County Museum, MI
 St. Marks Church – Grand Rapids, MI
 First Methodist Church – Grand Rapids, MI
 Westminster Presbyterian Church – Grand Rapids, MI
 Reagan Marketing – Grand Rapids, MI
 Wealthy Street Theater – Grand Rapids, MI
 Graham Home – Lowell Museum, MI
 Women’s City Club – Grand Rapids, MI

No one in Michigan has more experience, expertise, or volume 
of projects in restoration painting.

616-308-8849
www.bylsmapainting.com

potatoes, strawberries, raspberry 
bushes, and turnips. It was mostly 
a success, although it mostly fed a 
family of rabbits instead of myself. 
I’ve had some hiccups along the way, 
but I’ve learned a lot and planned 
ways to improve next year.

What are you hoping to achieve 
with your guerilla gardens?
I’d love to cultivate beautiful 
corners of the city where fruit trees, 
vegetables, and flowers can be grown 
for anyone to enjoy. 
What do you want your neighbors 
to know about or gain from these 
gardens?
I’d love for my neighbors to know that 
they have some level of ownership 

over many places they see every 
day. By planting a flower here, or a 
vegetable there, it is an opportunity 
to invite others into noticing and 
appreciating their surroundings. 
Where can we follow you on social 
media?
You can follow me on Instagram @
guerillagardenergr. I would love to 
connect with other neighbors who 
want to collaborate and grow a more 
beautiful Grand Rapids.

Guerilla Gardening  (Continued from page 11)

West Michigan’s  
Best Choice.

A university-quality  
education at a community 
college price.

Classifieds
10 - six panel pre hung solid core wood doors, 
7ft or 84”. Each door is $100.00. Door hardware 
included.
1 - 26”x84”, 4 - 34x84” and 5 - 30”x84”
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(Cont’d on pg. 14)

outlined in the upcoming Herald and 
social media.
Ways to replace (in part) funds 
typically secured from the annual 
Home Tour are being discussed 
with fundraising committee. The 
recent solicitation to residents and  
Home Tour Volunteers yielded a 
good response. Other events will be 
considered and reviewed with the 
Executive Committee in the coming 
weeks.
Maria and Barbara have been sharing 
office duties and Amanda, Barbara 
and Maria have been sharing public 
safety duties related to the grant from 
the City.
A board member commented that 
public safety measures cannot/
should not be dismissed. Though 
crime might look different in our 
neighborhood than it did 20 years 
ago, graffiti/vandalism, speeding, car 
break-ins, noise disturbances, and 
other more serious occurrences can 
contribute to a feeling of insecurity 

among neighbors and warrants 
continued attention.  The board 
requested a more detailed review 
of neighborhood “crime stats” from 
the GRPD to better understand the 

changes over time. 
Land Use Issues:  Shade sails at 
Pleasant Park should be installed by 
October.  Street brick replacement 

REASON #2 
largest selection of school choices  

CONGRESS ELEMENTARY
neighborhood school  GRADES PK-5

GRAND RAPIDS MONTESSORI
theme school  GRADES PK-12

INNOVATION CENTRAL
theme school GRADES 9-12

The teachers are exceptional 
educators and kind mentors, 

the administration is engaged 
and open to change, and 

the attending community is 

incredibly rich and dynamic.”
Christy Vos GRPS PARENT

GRPS.ORG/ENROLLTODAY
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Board Notes (Cont’d from pg 13)

CALL TODAY - 616.454.8305
500 Cherry Street SE, Grand Rapids

www.eldershelpers.com

Home Health Care
Homemaking Services

Registered Nurse Services
Safety Button

Medication Management

Mention this ad and receive 1 FREE hour of care!
Buy 2 hours of care, and get an additional hour FREE!

at Madison and Logan is completed. 
Speeding on Madison near Pleasant 
Park still an issue.
With regards to changes Morris 
Ave parking (Cherry to Logan), the 
board will request the city delay any 

changes of restrictions for a month 
so the board may accumulate more 
neighbor feedback before supporting 
or opposing the effort.  
Administration:  HHA seeks 
prospective board members to fill out 

3 mid- and late-term vacancies (one 
position may possibly be filled by the 
next meeting).  
An Executive Session meeting 
was held at the end of the public 
meeting where it was decided to 
appoint Barbara Draughon as the 
permanent Executive Director and 
return Amanda Cormier to reduced 
hours in support of Public Safety 
responsibilities, at Amanda’s request 
in response to COVID. 
A reduced schedule of board meetings 
was considered and discussed. The 
board preferred to continue to meet 
on a monthly basis to ensure timely 
communication and connectivity to 
issues.
Fundraising:  A meeting of the 
committee will take place to present 
options/ideas at a future board 
meeting to replace Home Tour funds. 
Community Engagement/
Hospitality:  Sarah Green has 
accepted appointment as the new 
chairperson of this committee.
If you would like an item placed on 
the Board agenda, please call the HHA 
office at 459-8950 before 4:00 p.m. of 
the second WEDNESDAY of the month. 
If you would like to address the Board 
regarding an agenda item, public 
comment is taken at the beginning of 
each meeting. For non-agenda items, 
public comment is taken at the end 
of each meeting. Typically, Board 
meetings run from 7:00 p.m. until   
8:30 p.m.
If you would like to receive monthly 
Board agendas via email, please 
email us your request (heritage@
heritagehillweb.org)

First Park Congregational Church
United Church of Christ

10 East Park Place NE
Grand Rapids, MI 49503

616 - 459 - 3203
www.parkchurchgr.org

No matter who you 
are or where you are 
on life’s journey, you 
are welcome here!

Worship with us
 Sunday at 10:30am

Located in the heart 
of downtown, next to 
Veterans Park and the 

Public Library

An Open and
Affirming Congregation

Gary Rajah • Financial Advisor

616-984-6050
invest@grajah.com • www.grajah.com

We provide 
financial plans 
based on your 
goals, and seek to 
PROTECT WHAT 
YOU LOVE with 
appropriate levels of 
risk management. 

SCAN ME!

Securities offered through Securities America, Inc., Member FINRA/SIPC. Advisory 
services offered through Securities America Advisors, Inc. Rajah Asset Management and 
Securities America are separate entities.
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Life is Healthier with a  
Primary Care Doctor. 

At Mercy Health Physician Partners, we’ve got you 
covered with easy access to online scheduling and nearly 

800 providers in over 90 locations in West Michigan. 

Start your search online at  
FindaMercyHealthProvider.com

September is Emergency Preparedness month. We aren’t in a hurricane or earthquake zone, what kind of disasters might 
impact Grand Rapids? Here is a sampling:

 Tornadoes Floods Chemical emergencies  
 Snow storms Extreme cold/polar vortexes Pandemics
 Cybersecurity Explosions Power Outages   
 Bioterrorism Active shooters 

Make a plan today. Your family may not be together if a disaster strikes, so it is important to know which types of 
disasters could affect your area. Know how you’ll contact one another and reconnect if separated. Establish a family 
meeting place that’s familiar and easy to find.

Step 1: Discuss the questions below with your family, friends or household to start your emergency plan.

1. How will I receive emergency alerts and warnings? Consider “Nixle”, one source offered by the City of GR    
https://www.grandrapidsmi.gov/Services/Grand-Rapids-Community-Alerts-Nixle

2. What is my shelter plan?
3. What is my evacuation route?
4. What is my family/household communication plan?
5. Do I need to update my emergency preparedness kit?
6. Check with the Centers for Disease Control (CDC) and update my emergency plans due to Coronavirus. Get masks 

(for everyone over 2 years old), disinfectants, and check my sheltering plan.

Step 2:  Consider specific needs in 
your household.

Discuss your daily living needs and 
responsibilities and how people in 
your network can assist each other 
with communication, care of children, 
business, pets or specific needs 
like operating medical equipment. 
Create your own personal network 
for specific areas where you need 
assistance. Don’t forget about medical 
and dietary needs as well as pets and 
service animals.

Step 3: Fill out a Family Emergency 
Plan

There is a sample plan online at www.
ready.gov/plan 
Step 4: Practice your plan with 
your family and neighbors

Working with neighbors can save 
lives and property. Meet with your 
family and neighbors to plan for 
emergencies in your neighborhood. 
Think about how you could work 
together after a disaster until help 
arrives. Know your neighbors’ special 
skills (medical, technical, etc.) and 
think about how you could help 
neighbors with special needs. Don’t 
forget to plan for child care in case 
parents can’t get home.
Check www.ready.gov for more 
information on the topics shared 
above.

Be Prepared!
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Grand Rapids, MI 49503
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Neighborhood Improvement & Public Safety organizing efforts of the Heritage Hill Association are in 
part funded by the City of Grand Rapids' Community Development Block Grant Programs.

DATES TO REMEMBER
All Heritage Hill Association Meetings 

are open to neighbors.

Wednesday, October 21, 2020 
HHA Board Meeting – 7:00 pm

Currently Meeting Virtually
on Zoom

Wednesday, October 27, 2020 
Fulton Street Cemetery Tour

6:00 pm
Walking Tour Given by

Caroline Cook of Grand Rapids 
Running Tours

Wednesday, November 18, 2020 
HHA Board Meeting – 7:00 pm

Currently Meeting Virtually
on Zoom

Herald Deadline
November / December issue

Monday, October 12, 2020

Annual Dates:

National Night Out – Annual 
Picnic

Tuesday, October 6
Turn your porch lights on!

And take a history tour offered 
(walking) with Caroline Cook

of GR Running Tours at 6:00 pm

Annual Meeting
December - TBD

Neighborhood advice 
from a resident expert. GrandRiverRealty.com

H E R I TA G E  H I L L  S P E C I A L I S T

PETE BRUINSMA
Broker/Owner 

330 Fuller Ave NE
(616) 293-5731

• 22 yr. Heritage Hill Homeowner
• Expert-level knowledge 
• Experience-driven advice


