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From north end neighbor and baker
Jim Payne:  
“So lots of folks are baking bread these days and as a 
result, yeast packets are hard to find at the store. I have 
been baking bread from a grape skin sourdough starter 
I made years ago. It’s a sourdough process that takes a 
bit of daily nurturing, not difficult though it can be fussy 
at times.  Water, flour, ½ pound of grapes and good size 
container with a lid is all that is needed. The cool thing 
is starter yeast takes on the qualities of the environment 
it exists in.  We store our starter in a closet where we 
dry herbs from the garden … so a bit of the aromas are 
imparted to the starter/bread. You can google grape 
skin sourdough starter and find lots of info on how to 
make your own. The smell of fresh baked bread can be 
comforting during these uncomfortable times.”

From Michele Hill:
“COVID-19 has affected my daily life somewhat. I retired 9 years ago from AT&T. 
Being retired allows me to be home more than others. Staying home is something I’m 
used to doing.
What I discovered during this time is that I’m enjoying bird watching. Two beautiful 
red Cardinals, come faithfully to my home. I enjoy spending time feeding them and 
watching them sun bathe.
The worst part during this time is cleaning and sanitizing my home more.
I miss attending my GRCC Senior Exercise Class. I attend 3 times a week. Also, I miss 
my daughter Nina Simone and my new son-in-law Tony, flying to Michigan to visit 
and cook for me. I miss seeing the MLK students and The Church members going to 
service on Sunday.  
My survival techniques are making sure I wear my mask at all times, outside of my 

home and washing my hands more often. Survival techniques I would like to share with others, is making sure you wear 
your face mask at all times outside of your home, stay home and only go out if necessary and being safe.” 

From Jill Eggers:
During the current health crisis, I have been more aware than ever of what I like about my neighborhood.   This 
neighborhood has so many qualities that bring out good aspects of sheltering in place, or at least make it much more 
bearable.  Neighbors are especially friendly now—we are all out walking more, walking our dogs, or walking at a social 
distance with our friends, and it’s great to wander around Heritage Hill, talking with everyone we run into, at a safe 
distance.  My neighbors and I have been sharing plants out of our gardens.  I’m very lucky to have really wonderful 
neighbors on both sides of my house, and we often do yard work at the same time so we can talk and hang out together.  
We even work in each other’s yards, and their children play in mine, so I have a sense of family even within the constraints 
of the shelter in place.  I’ve met a lot of new people on walks, and these meetings have led to professional connections as 
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AT&T. Being retired allows me to be home more than others. Staying home 
is something I’m used to doing. 

What I discovered during this time is that I’m enjoying bird watching. Two 
beautiful red Cardinals, come faithfully to my home. I enjoy spending time 
feeding them and watching them sun bathe. 

The worst part during this time is cleaning and sanitizing my home more. 

I miss attending my GRCC Senior Exercise Class. I attend 3 times a week. 
Also, I miss my daughter Nina Simone and my new son-in-law Tony, flying 

to Michigan to visit and cook for me. I miss seeing the MLK students and The 
Church members going to service on Sunday.   

My survival techniques are making sure I wear my mask at all times, outside 
of my home and washing my hands more often. Survival techniques I would 
like to share with others, is making sure you wear your face mask at all 
times outside of your home, stay home and only go out if necessary and 
being safe.”  

Michele Hill 

 

 
Jill Eggers 
During the current health crisis, I have been more aware than ever of what I like about my 
neighborhood.   This neighborhood has so many qualities that bring out good aspects of sheltering in 
place, or at least make it much more bearable.  Neighbors are especially friendly now—we are all 
out walking more, walking our dogs, or walking at a social distance with our friends, and it’s great to 
wander around Heritage Hill, talking with everyone we run into, at a safe distance.  My neighbors 
and I have been sharing plants out of our gardens.  I’m very lucky to have really wonderful neighbors 
on both sides of my house, and we often do yard work at the same time so we can talk and hang out 
together.  We even work in each other’s yards, and their children play in mine, so I have a sense of 
family even within the constraints of the shelter in place.  I’ve met a lot of new people on walks, and 
these meetings have led to professional connections as well as plant sharing, and plans to do other 
things when we are able.  Some of the parents of children in my area are allowing their kids to ride 
bikes together, at a distance from one another.  So there are roving bike gangs of children up and 
down the alley, finding ways to safely have some exercise and much needed kid socializing.  I 
appreciate how alive and friendly the neighborhood is, and how much we have a sense of shared 
community, even though we can’t go wandering up a busy Wealthy St for a drink or dinner 
anymore.  There is a greater sense of connection in the neighborhood now that many of us are 
home, and we have time for one another.   
 
I’m doing many new things that I otherwise would not have time for.  I go running or walking on the 
trails in county parks almost daily, and often meet friends there for safe walking at a distance.  I’m 
volunteering at West Michigan Wildlife Rehab Center, which is right in town--spending time with the 
wild animals, feeding them and cleaning up after them.  I’ve started writing a book, and have painted 
five rooms in my house so far.  Even the junk drawer is clean and orderly now.  
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126 College S.E.
Grand Rapids, MI 49503
616-459-8950    Fax: 616-459-2409
Hours: 9 am - 5 pm, Mon. - Thurs.
Voicemail available for after-hours messages.
EMAIL:  heritage@heritagehillweb.org
WEBSITE:  www.heritagehillweb.org

Purpose:
The purpose of the Heritage Hill Association is to 
provide neighbors a way of collectively building a 
healthy, historically preserved community in which 
people can  live and  work in a secure and stable 
environment.

Office Staff:
Amanda Cormier, Executive Director
Barbara Draughon,  Crime Prevention
Maria Zache Starkey, Office Manager
Barb Lester, Office Assistant

The Heritage Hill Association Board of Directors
President
*Wendy Verhage Falb, 350 Cherry SE, (c) 616-818-8873
Vice President
**Wes Beck, 225 Fountain NE, (H) 456-5144
Treasurer 
*James Scozzari, 437 Prospect SE, Apt. 1, (C) 901-3475
Secretary
*Suzanne De Haan, 573 Prospect SE,  (H) 742-0451

*Amy DeMott, 411 Paris SE, #1, (C) 616-322-1115
**Kate Diedrich, 536 Prospect SE, (H) 451-9211
**Michele Giordano, 444 Union Ave SE, (C) 616-862-7068
*Sarah Green, 403 College SE, (C) 616-206-2089
Jeff Martin (appt), 312 Logan St SE, (C) 616-915-2107
*Wayne Norlin, 558 Morris Ave SE, (C) 616-292-8263
*Scott Opperman, 50 College SE, (C) 616-685-6897
*John Walendowski, 546 Prospect SE, (C) 810-305-1709

* 1st Term
** 2nd Term

The Heritage Hill Association Board of Directors meets 
at 7 pm the third Wednesday of each month at the 
Hauenstein Center - H1 Community Room at Mercy 
Health Saint Mary’s.  The meeting is open to the public.

Heritage Hill Association Contacts:
Finance:   James Scozzari, (C) 901-3475
Newsletter:   Amanda Cormier, 459-8950 
Preservation: Rhonda Baker, (H) 456-3451 
Traffic and Parking: Amanda Cormier, (W) 459-8950
Zoning: Craig Nobbelin, 458-0471
Home Tour: Suzanne De Haan, (H) 742-0451
Home Tour
    Sponsorship: Amanda Cormier, 459-8950
Social Media: Barbara Draughon, 459-8950
State Street: Barbara Draughon, 459-8950
Block Issues: Barbara Draughon, 459-8950

The Heritage Hill Association provides information and 
encourages neighbor participation to keep Heritage 
Hill safe and vital. This community organizing engages 
neighbors to work on issues that arise. As an association 
of neighbors, we have a strong voice but we have no 
regulatory authority.

The GR Historic Preservation Commission regulates 
the City’s Preservation Ordinance. Applications and 
approvals are needed from this city department 
before beginning any exterior work or repairs. 
Contact 456-3451 or rbaker@grcity.org.

The Heritage Herald - Circulation 4,800
The Heritage Herald is published by the Heritage Hill 
Association Board of Directors six times a year (bi-monthly).  
The views and opinions expressed are not necessarily 
those of the Board of Directors. We reserve the right to 
edit.  Address correspondence to The Heritage Herald, 126 
College SE, Grand Rapids, MI 49503.

Typography & Printing:  Storr Printing Services, Inc.

The Heritage Hill Association

Home Tour and beyond: A grand 
“huzzah” to our gracious 2020 home 
hosts who have all agreed to open 
their homes for a 2021 tour! All were 
saddened to have to cancel the annual 
tour for the first time in 51 years. 
The good news is that we are already 
prepared for 2021! Many thanks to 
our loyal sponsors and early ticket 
buyers.  The board has also cancelled 
the 2020 Garden Tour. We hope to see 
you in 2021 for these highly anticipated 
events! As far as events like the annual 
Yard Sale and/or Dumpster Day and 
National Night Out, we are waiting for 
direction from local and national health 
agencies before we make any decisions.

***
WorkWorkWork: Though Heritage Hill 
Association staff are not holding office 
hours on-site at 126 College Ave SE, 
we are working diligently from home 
responding to neighbor emails and 
phone calls during regular hours. Our 
own newly hired Executive Director, 
Amanda Cormier, had to temporarily 
reduce her hours to accommodate 
her children’s new school routine. 
Meanwhile, there has been a lot of 
ground to cover: staying informed so 

we can help keep neighbors updated, 
safe, and supported during COVID; 
corralling volunteers interested in 
helping their neighbors or the broader 
community; documenting and sharing 
all those yard signs, sidewalk art, 
window displays, and fancy holiday 
lights to brighten everyone’s day. We 
also are looking ahead to the revision 
of the City’s Master Plan. Heritage Hill 
neighborhood has been a relevant and 
vibrant institution in Grand Rapids 
since before bulldozers threatened its 
demise in the 1960s. We are excited 
to be a part of the next iteration of 
the city’s future planning and will be 
gathering those who live, work, and 
play here to be a part of that planning 
process, too. Stay tuned!

*** 
Census2020: Please don’t forget to fill 
out your Census form. If you haven’t 
filled it out by July, Census workers 
will be sent on foot to knock on doors 
(if safe to do so). Let’s not make them 
come to our doors! BeCountedGR.org 
Now, let’s hope 2020’s “better half” is 
on her way to the party!

Barbara Draughon
Interim Executive Director
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Let’s Clean It Up!
Neighbors, let’s get out in the neighborhood (in a Covid-safe manner) and make it sparkle like 
the gem that it is!

Saturday, June 20, HHA will host a neighborhood-wide clean-up event. 
Only public areas (sidewalks, curbs, parkways, alleys, and parks) are included in this event.

•	 Create a team and adopt a block, street, alley or park where you have noticed litter.

•	 Teams can be up to 4 people, practicing social distancing. A co-habitating / family team can be 
more than 4 people.

•	 Teams are strongly encouraged to wear masks.

•	 The City of Grand Rapids and HHA will provide trash bags and gloves.

•	 Neighbor businesses are donating temporary use of dumpsters in key locations though volunteers 
are also encouraged to use their personal trash bins if they have room.

•	 Your team may pick up litter any time during the day on Saturday, June 20th.

•	 When your section is done, please let HHA know how many bags you filled and if at all possible, 
take a team photo to share!

Is gardening more your thing? We are also partnering with the Pleasant Park Tenders – 
a team of volunteers who keep Pleasant Park beautiful throughout the growing season. 
Interested neighbors might instead choose to adopt an assigned plot within the Park to 
conduct some weeding and mulching activities on June 20. Mulch will be provided by the City.

Though our definition of “normal” has changed and we have had to cancel or postpone 
several neighborhood events, this will be 
a great way to get out, see neighbors at a 
safe distance, and have a bit of fun on a 
(hopefully sunny) summer Saturday.

Email or call the HHA office for more 
information and to adopt your team’s section.

Looking forward to seeing you out there!

The Staff at HHA

West Michigan’s  
Best Choice.

A university-quality  
education at a community 
college price.

First Park Congregational Church
United Church of Christ

10 East Park Place NE
Grand Rapids, MI 49503

616 - 459 - 3203
www.parkchurchgr.org

No matter who you 
are or where you are 
on life’s journey, you 
are welcome here!

Worship with us
 Sunday at 10:30am

Located in the heart 
of downtown, next to 
Veterans Park and the 

Public Library

An Open and
Affirming Congregation
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Your trusted HVAC team committed to good old fashioned service and values,
handling all aspects of HVAC and plumbing for homeowners

and commercial properties.

lakemichiganmechanical lake-michigan-mechanicallakemichiganmech

Home of the $89 Furnace or Boiler Tune-Up

well as plant sharing, and plans to 
do other things when we are able.  
Some of the parents of children in my 
area are allowing their kids to ride 
bikes together, at a distance from 
one another.  So there are roving 
bike gangs of children up and down 
the alley, finding ways to safely have 
some exercise and much needed kid 
socializing.  I appreciate how alive 
and friendly the neighborhood is, and 
how much we have a sense of shared 
community, even though we can’t go 
wandering up a busy Wealthy St for 
a drink or dinner anymore.  There is 
a greater sense of connection in the 
neighborhood now that many of us 
are home, and we have time for one 
another.  
I’m doing many new things that I 
otherwise would not have time for.  I 
go running or walking on the trails in 
county parks almost daily, and often 
meet friends there for safe walking 
at a distance.  I’m volunteering at 
West Michigan Wildlife Rehab Center, 
which is right in town--spending 
time with the wild animals, feeding 
them and cleaning up after them.  
I’ve started writing a book, and have 
painted five rooms in my house so 
far.  Even the junk drawer is clean and 
orderly now. 
I was teaching remotely at GVSU 
until a few weeks ago, and I probably 
wore my students out with survival 
advice:  keep a schedule—go to bed 
early and get up early; eat meals 
at regular times.  Exercise—this 
is important for mental as well as 
physical health.  Get outdoors at least 
an hour a day, walking or running 
in nature.  Choose your news time 
purposely and have some COVID-free 
hours of the day where you don’t 
think about it or listen to the news.  
Stay informed but don’t get swept 
away.  Our lives and choices are 
driven by the search for meaning—
now may be a great time to examine 
your beliefs, and get connected 
to some writing and teaching in a 
spiritual tradition that speaks to 
you.  This may be a great time to ask 
yourself about the meaning of life, 
and find your way closer to what you 

PRUNING • FERTILIZATION • PEST & DISEASE MANAGEMENT • REMOVAL

YOUR TREES DESERVE THE BEST OF 
CARE ALL YEAR LONG

CALL US AT (616) 245-9449 OR VISIT BARTLETT.COM

Keeping Sane During COVID-19
(Cont’d from front page)
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really believe holds value.   Perhaps 
you could find some related online 
discussion or practice groups to join.
Also, studies and traditions show 
that compassion is an antidote to 
depression and anxiety—find a way 
to care for others, and get out of your 
own head.  Find a group to volunteer 
for. There are many volunteering 
opportunities that can be done with 
limited human contact, so you can 
choose something that fits your sense 
of shelter-in-place safety.  
I miss Indian buffet, fish sandwiches 
and fries at Winchester, and hugging.  
I miss teaching, and being a class full 
of laughing students. 

From John Rietema:
At the beginning of this quarantine I 
was in the middle of my last semester 
of college. I was excited since I 
wouldn’t be required to sit through 
boring, long lectures anymore. Doing 
class work from home was enjoyable 
at first. I watched my online lectures 
whenever I wanted and could pause 
them to better understand the 
information.
As the quarantine got extended and 
online classes dragged on I started to 
miss the social interaction between 
the teacher and other students within 
the classroom. I guess you don’t 
realize how important stuff is to your 
everyday life until it’s gone.
Thankfully I made it through my 
last semester of college and am 
now looking for a job in this volatile 

  

job market. Sadly there aren’t too 
many jobs within my field now but I 
suppose the market will eventually 
come back and there will be jobs 
again. 

If anyone is looking to hire a Grand 
Valley graduate with degrees 
in Finance and Economics and 
background experience in real estate 
message me on LinkedIn!   
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Heritage Hill neighbors helped to lift spirits of all during COVID. 
Some tucked a teddy bear in a window to the delight of children 
walking by or posted messages of encouragement in their 
windows to essential workers on their way to work. Others used 
chalk to send special messages to passersby.
The darkness of night was a time others chose to bring out the 
holiday lights again to sprinkle some cheer during an otherwise 
dreary winter’s end.
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Residential & Institutional 

616-454-9337
www.grandriverbuilders.comwww.grandriverbuilders.com
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others chose to bring out the holiday lights again to sprinkle some cheer during an 
otherwise dreary winter’s end. 
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N e i g h b o r h o o d   P o t p o u r r i  by Barbara Draughon

Panhandlers
Some neighborhoods have noticed an 
uptick in door-to-door panhandlers 
asking for money at all hours of the 
day and night.  They can be very 
convincing, but their stories are 
usually fabricated.
With children at home much more 
than usual, what do you tell them? 
Here are some things to consider:
•	 Keep the main door locked when 

you are not in the room. If you 
have a storm door, be sure it has 
a lock.

•	 Don’t let children answer 
the door when home alone. 
Teenagers should have an adult 
nearby if they answer the door. 

Explain that panhandlers are men 
and women who go door-to-door, 
often with a fabricated story to get 
money. Tell children that if people 
need help, you will call the GR Police 
non-emergency number to get 
help for them.  Never let a stranger 
into your home or engage them in 
conversation. 
Census
As of May 1, 2020, 61.2% of 
Grand Rapids has taken the 
Census!  Together, we can make 
sure Heritage Hill is counted for 
the 2020Census. Filling out the 
census will benefit healthcare, 
education and public services in our 
community.
Remember, the 2020Census will 
never ask you for financial 
information such as bank account 
or credit card numbers - or require 
a payment to respond. Responses 
to the 2020Census are secure. The 
cybersecurity measures that are in 
place to protect Census responses 
meet the highest standards for 
protecting your information so that 
you can fill out your 2020 census with 
peace of mind. 
Resources and materials are available 
online in English and 59 other 
languages. Visit 2020census.gov/
languages to view guides, including 
guides in braille, large print and video 
guides in American Sign Language. 

RESPOND ONLINE:
https://my2020census.gov
RESPOND BY PHONE:
English and Spanish Hours of 
Operation: Customer Service 

Matthew Lieto, DMD

“The professionals at Heritage Hill Dental are dedicated to 
performing high quality dentistry in a comfortable

environment. Utilizing the latest technology and attending
to detail, we provide the highest standard of patient care--

the focal point of our practice.”

www.heritagehill.dental                                                   616.451.2336
255 WASHINGTON SE  •   SUITE 4   • GRAND RAPIDS MICHIGAN   49503

First United Methodist Church
227 Fulton St E    Grand Rapids   

www.GRFUMC.org

Welcome to First 
Church in the heart of 
the city — a progressive 
Christian community of 
faith that embraces all. 
We are committed to faith 
development that leads 
to engagement in acts of 
justice, mercy, and service.

We look forward to 
connecting with you!

Sunday Worship: 10:45 am
Summer Sunday Worship: 10:00 am

(Memorial Day Weekend through Labor Day Weekend)

Representatives are available every 
day from 7am to 2am Eastern Time 
on these phone lines:
English 844-330-2020
Spanish 844-468-2020
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As a volunteer with the “Pleasant 
Park Tenders”, Heritage Hill 
Association asked neighbor Judy 
Clowney to tell us a little about 
herself:  “As a Pleasant Park 
Tender, a neighbor who weeds, I 
am attached to my park. Since I 
like to garden, the choice to help 
out at the park was easy. With my 
experience I am confident that 
I know a weed from a desired 
garden member and that if I am 
wrong, the chances are it doesn’t 
matter. 
     My husband and I moved to 
Heritage Hill from a country 
house near Rockford six years 
ago. We wanted to live in the city 
because it sounded like fun (and it 
will be again), would cut down on 
driving, and was closer to people 
we hold dear. Right now we dream 
of walking to the movies, seeing 
bands at the Tip Top, and having a 
beer outdoors at the Meanwhile. 
     Instead, I have recently painted 
the kitchen and am currently 
working on a bathroom. I walk 
the dog and enjoy looking at 
the wonderful houses in the 
neighborhood as well as the 
gardens. 
     The good weather has 
permitted us to have friends over 
for some outdoor camaraderie 
and that has broken the spell of 
separation. Our block, College 
between Wealthy and Cherry, 
is friendly. It has become busy 
with a parade of dogs and their 
walkers, children and assorted 
adults. Just a hello has come to be 
meaningful in this environment, 
when the public’s health requires 
separation. Small interactions 
stand out as they have become 
rarer. 
I am proud of Grand Rapids for its 
efforts to maintain and upgrade 
its parks. Municipal parks, like 
a public library, are one of the 
highlights of civilization. I am 
happy to have a chance to pull 
weeds at one of ours.”

Life is Healthier with a  
Primary Care Doctor. 

At Mercy Health Physician Partners, we’ve got you 
covered with easy access to online scheduling and nearly 

800 providers in over 90 locations in West Michigan. 

Start your search online at  
FindaMercyHealthProvider.com

carmodypainting.com

616-443-0406

carmodypainting.com

Carmody
Painting

Carmody
Painting

Interior & Exterior
Residential & Commercial

Fully Insured
EPA Lead Certified

Quality Craftsmanship at Competitive Rates

carmodypainting.com

616-443-0406

carmodypainting.com

Carmody
Painting

Carmody
Painting

carmodypainting.com

616-443-0406

carmodypainting.com

Carmody
Painting

Carmody
Painting

Neighbor to
Neighbor
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Midtown CraftsMidtown Craftsmenmen
The old house experts.

6 1 6 . 2 4 5 . 5 9 7 0   |   w w w . m t c r e s t o r a t i o n . c o m 

Most of us are aware that lead paint 
is dangerous to children and even to 
adults but we don’t know steps we 
can take to prevent lead poisoning in 
our families.  
Homes built before 1978 are likely 
to have been painted inside and 
out with lead-based paint. It is now 
covered with safer paint, but when 
it is sanded, scraped or disturbed in 
other ways it poisons the air, ground 
and surfaces inside and outside our 
homes.   
Lead has poisoned our children
Kent County formed the Lead 
Task Force in September 2016 to 
investigate and seek solutions to lead 
poisoning in children. One zip code 
in Grand Rapids led the state for the 
highest number of lead-poisoned 
children in 2015 according to the 
Michigan Department of Health and 
Human Services: 49507. Four out 
of five homes in Grand Rapids, were 
built before 1978, the year lead was 
banned from paint. In 2015 and 
2016 areas of Grand Rapids in the 

49503, 49504 and 49507 zip codes 
accounted for two-thirds of all cases 
of children with elevated lead levels 
in Grand Rapids, 
Affects of Lead Poisoning 
•	 Lead can affect children’s 

developing brains and nervous 
systems, causing reduced 
IQ, learning disabilities and 

behavioral problems.  
•	 Lead is especially dangerous to 

children under six years of age.  
Young children are the most 
vulnerable to lead exposure.  The 
risk factors are cumulative and 
synergistic.

•	 Adults suffer high blood pressure, 
hypertension and other health 
problems.

•	 Pregnant women exposed to lead 
can transfer lead to their fetuses. 

How We Get Lead Poisoning: 
Projects that disturb painted surfaces 
create dust and endanger you and 
your family.  Lead sneaks into homes 
and yards during home renovation 
and repairs.
•	 Lead in dust is the most common 

way people are exposed to lead. 
•	  We get lead into our bodies from 

lead paint chips in soil or paint 
chips around work projects when 
dry-scraping and dry-sanding.  

•	 Lead dust is often invisible and 
settles on the ground, window 
wells, gutters, sidewalks outside 
and is carried inside on shoes 
and clothing.  If your neighbor is 
dry sanding or dry-scraping their 
house, the lead paint dust blows 
into the air you might breathe 
and chips poison the ground.

•	 Lead dust can be swallowed or 
inhaled. Dry-sanding or dry-

Lead dust sneaks into homes and yards 
during home renovations or repairs.

Safe-work Practices Help Prevent Lead Poisoning

(Continued from page 10)
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Bylsma Painting Company
Excellence since 1972

Rick Bylsma has given presentations to Historic Societies, Old House Expo 
events, and to the Michigan Historic Preservation Network.

Some of our projects:
 Frank Lloyd Wright/Meyer May – Steelcase – Grand Rapids, MI
 Frank Lloyd Wright Studio/Amberg home - Grand Rapids, MI
 Gibson Restaurant/Mangiamo’s - Grand Rapids, MI
 Voigt House – Grand Rapids Public Museum - Grand Rapids, MI
 Senator William Alden Smith Estate – Grand Rapids, MI
 Hackley and Hume Estate – Muskegon County Museum, MI
 St. Marks Church – Grand Rapids, MI
 First Methodist Church – Grand Rapids, MI
 Westminster Presbyterian Church – Grand Rapids, MI
 Reagan Marketing – Grand Rapids, MI
 Wealthy Street Theater – Grand Rapids, MI
 Graham Home – Lowell Museum, MI
 Women’s City Club – Grand Rapids, MI

No one in Michigan has more experience, expertise, or volume 
of projects in restoration painting.

616-308-8849
www.bylsmapainting.com

T H E  A R T  I S  I N  T H E  D E TA I L S

Juli S. Wemmer DDS, FAGD

Jon C. Feinauer  DDS

455 Cherry Street, SE  
Grand Rapids, MI 49503

P 616.458.8593
F 616.458.0738
www.stonecastledentistry.com

STONECASTLE
DENTISTRY

T H E  A R T  I S  I N  T H E  D E TA I L S

455 Cherry Street, SE
Grand Rapids, MI 49503

P 616.458.8593
F 616.458.0738
www.stonecastledentistry.com

STONECASTLE
DENTISTRY
T H E  A R T  I S  I N  T H E  D E TA I L S

Juli S. Wemmer DDS, FAGD

Jon C. Feinauer  DDS

455 Cherry Street, SE
Grand Rapids, MI 49503

P 616.458.8593
F 616.458.0738
www.stonecastledentistry.com

STONECASTLE
DENTISTRY
Jon C. Feinauer  DDS
Ramiro Lambaria  DMD

scraping throws lead paint 
dust and chips into the air.  Wet 
scraping is allowed.

•	 We may breathe in lead dust or 
fumes when old lead-based paint 
is disturbed so people who burn 
brush, blast, or otherwise disturb 
lead paint risk exposure. 

•	 Vacuuming lead dust and paint 
chips leaves significant amounts 
of lead dust in the air and on 
surfaces and does not meet EPA 
regulations for lead-safe work 
practices unless a special vacuum 
with a HEPA filter is used.  Some 
painters vacuum lead dust and 

chips to reassure customers 
and to erase visible evidence of 
contamination

Lead-Safe Practices for Exterior 
Painting Projects
Prior to renovation contractors 
and owners of rental properties 
are required by State of Michigan to 
inform occupants about the risks of 
lead based before non-emergency 
repair, maintenance and home 
renovation work begins.  
•	 Contractors and property owner 

must distribute copies of the 
pamphlet Protect Your Family 
from Lead in Your Home before 
any work starts. 

•	 Plastic sheeting should be taped 
to the foundation of the house 
to catch paint chips and dust. 
When work is done for the day 
the plastic should b carefully 
removed from the building, 
folded over its self to encapsulate 
the paint chips and dust, sealed 
with tape and discarded.  Do not 
re-use the plastic or tarps.

•	 At a one-story home the 
protective plastic sheeting must 
extend 10 feet out from the 
foundation.

•	 At a two-story home sheeting 
must extend 20 feet out from the 
foundation.

The Heritage Hill 
Association publishes 
available apartments.
Please remember us when your 

apartment needs renters. Your dollars 
not only find you tenants but also 

support the programs of the Heritage Hill 
Association! You can list your apartment 
right at the website or stop by the HHA 

office. We welcome you!

Heritage Hill Apartment
Rental and Home Sales Listings

All sizes and prices -- Spread the word!!!

HERITAGEHILLWEB.ORG

Safe-work Practices (Cont’d from page 9)
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Board Notes

(Cont’d on pg. 13)

Discussion at the April, 2020 Heritage 
Hill Association Board Meeting 
included:
Call for New Business –  None. 
Wendy V. F. expressed huge thanks 
to Barbara D. and Maria Z.S. for 
taking charge and for applying for 
grants and explained that Amanda 
C. has children at home. Wendy 
also commented that she hoped 
the meeting found everyone to be 
healthy, thanked members for their 
attendance and stated that there are 
substantial items of business to cover 
tonight.
Motion to Appoint Executive 
Director (Executive Session):  Board 
members voted to install Barbara 
Draughon as Interim Executive 
Director. Other discussion included 
potential staffing changes in response 

to the financial hardships caused by 
the Covid-19 pandemic.
Motion to Cancel the 2020 
Weekend Tour of Homes – 
recommendation for the Home Tour 
Steering Committee:  In light of the 
Covid-19 pandemic, board members 
voted to officially cancel the 2020 
Home Tour.
Motion to Decide the 2020 Garden 
Tour – recommendation from the 
Executive Committee – see discussion 
below.
Treasurer’s Report:  James S. 
commented that nothing particular 
stands out in the current report. 
Though HHA will have to hedge bets 
going forward, things are copacetic 
for now. The loss of income from 
Home Tour will be a significant 
hurdle; the status of future CDBG 
funding will be decided sometime 
in May. In reviewing the financial 
projection put together by Jan 
E., James noted that that we are 
estimating down in other areas 
besides Home Tour and that we are 
all learning as we go.
Committee/Liaison Reports:  
Fundraising: 
Home Tour:  Suzanne D. stated that 

•	 Where one protective plastic 
sheet meets another they must be 
joined with tape so no paint chips 
or dust falls to the ground.

•	 Paint chips and dust should not 
be swept or raked out of the soil 
or grass.

•	 Only HEPA filter vacuums can 
safely remove chips and dust 
without throwing it back into the 
air.

•	 Wet scraping and wet sanding 
can help keep dust and chips 
from being carried into the air. .  

Sources: Ending Child Lead 
Exposure in Kent County, Kent 
County Lead Task Force, 2018;
Kent County Health Dept. questions 
regarding lead poisoning and 
prevention, 616-632-7063.
Kent County Healthy Homes 
Coalition,   (616) 241-3300, info@
healthyhomescoalition.org
State of Michigan, Michigan.gov/
LeadSafeMichigan.gov/LeadSafe
This article does not fully explain 
Environmental Protection Agency 
or State of Michigan regulations.  
For more information contact the 
Healthy Homes Coalition at 616-
771-3300, or the State of Michigan 
website at www.michigan.gov/
leadsafe. Free lead testing is 
available through the Kent County 
Health Department.  Call
Some painting contractors State 
certified or not, violate the 
regulations because it can increase 
the cost and as we discovered in 
2015, enforcement of lead safety 
regulations was weak throughout the 
nation. 

RReessttoorraattiioonn  aanndd  rreeppaaiirr  sseerrvviicceess  ffoorr  yyoouurr                                                              
hhiissttoorriicc  wwoooodd  wwiinnddoowwss..  

((661166))444466--33550033        CChheecckk  uuss  oouutt  oonn  FFaacceebbooookk!!                

hheerriittaaggeewwiinnddoowwrreessttoorraattiioonn@@ggmmaaiill..ccoomm    

Restoration and repair services for 
your historic wood windows.

(616)446-3503
Check us out on Facebook!       

heritagewindowrestoration@gmail.com 

www.westminstergr.org

Absolutely everyone
is welcome.

Sundays at 8:30 & 11:00a

ABSOLUTELY EVERYONE
IS WELCOME TO

JOIN US AT

www.westminstergr.org
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Remember Heritage Hill 
Property Owners:
There is a City Preservation Ordinance that governs 
all exterior changes, repairs and/or additions to 
Heritage Hill properties. Call the Grand Rapids 
Historic Preservation Commission at 456-3451 
for information on approvals. You can access the 
application form at the City’s website, 
www.ci.grand-rapids.mi.us at the 
Planning Department section or at the 
Heritage Hill Association’s
www.heritagehillweb.org. This 
ordinance applies to all exterior 
changes, repairs, and/or additions 
to your home and property.  Items 
such as doors and windows including 
storms, yard structures, driveway and 
sidewalk approaches, and fences do 
need HPC approvals.

an Associate Broker with

4301 Canal Ave. SW | Grandville MI 49418

W W W . S A N T I A G O P R O P E R T I E S . U S

We’re your 
neighbors in 

Heritage Hill, 
passionate 

about historic 
homes, and 
we are here  
to help you 

buy, sell,  
and invest.

Nancy Coulter
David & Sue DeJonge
Eileen Gould
Mitchell Hagerup
Barbara Hudson
Carl Johnson
Gary Mitchell
Craig Nobbelin and
   Mei Chow
Jim Payne & Char Kruzich
Marcia Peterson
Wendi Postma
Erin and Mic Shupe
Shahin & Jeni Taheri
Tom & Chris Truesdale
David Williams

 
A Big Thank You to our Generous Contributors! 

Nancy Coulter 

David & Sue DeJonge 

Eileen Gould 

Mitchell Hagerup 

Barbara Hudson 

Carl Johnson 

Gary Mitchell 

Craig Nobbelin and Mei Chow 

Jim Payne & Char Kruzich 

Marcia Peterson 

Wendi Postma 

Erin and Mic Shupe 

Shahin & Jeni Taheri 

Tom & Chris Truesdale 

David Williams 

 

A Big Thank You
to our Generous

Contributors!
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Board Notes (Continued from page 11)

(616) 261-0300  overheaddoorgr.com

Bring your classic home to life.

Proudly serving Heritage Hill for 72 years. 

REASON #2 
largest selection of school choices  

CONGRESS ELEMENTARY
neighborhood school  GRADES PK-5

GRAND RAPIDS MONTESSORI
theme school  GRADES PK-12

INNOVATION CENTRAL
theme school GRADES 9-12

The teachers are exceptional 
educators and kind mentors, 

the administration is engaged 
and open to change, and 

the attending community is 

incredibly rich and dynamic.”
Christy Vos GRPS PARENT

GRPS.ORG/ENROLLTODAY

she would contact all of the Home 
Tour Hosts and inform them of the 
decision to cancel and will ask if they 
would consider being on the 2021 
tour.
Garden Tour:  Kate D gave some input 
on the Garden Tour and a motion was 
made to postpone the Garden Tour 
until later this year. Kate noted that it 
is really is hard to say when, for how 
soon would the gardens be ready and 
the unknown of when it might be safe 
to hold the tour. 

If you would like an item placed on 
the Board agenda, please call the HHA 
office at 459-8950 before 4:00 p.m. of 
the second WEDNESDAY of the month. 
If you would like to address the Board 
regarding an agenda item, public 
comment is taken at the beginning of 
each meeting. For non-agenda items, 
public comment is taken at the end 
of each meeting. Typically, Board 
meetings run from 7:00 p.m. until   
8:30 p.m.

If you would like to receive monthly 
Board agendas via email, please 

email us your request (heritage@
heritagehillweb.org)
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Heritage Hill Association
126 College SE
Grand Rapids, MI 49503

Non-Profit Org.
U.S. Postage

PAID
Grand Rapids, MI

Permit No. 523

Neighborhood Improvement & Public Safety organizing efforts of the Heritage Hill Association are in 
part funded by the City of Grand Rapids' Community Development Block Grant Programs.

DATES TO REMEMBER
All Heritage Hill Association Meetings 

are open to neighbors.

Wednesday, June 17, 2020 
HHA Board Meeting

 7:00 pm.
Currently Meeting Telephonically

Neighborhood-wide Litter 
Clean-up

Saturday, June 20, 2020

 July, 2020 
HHA Board Meeting

Usually Canceled for Vacations

Herald Deadline
July / August issue

Wednesday, July 22, 2020

Annual Dates:

Garden Tour
CANCELLED

Yard Sales
TBD

CALL TODAY - 616.454.8305
500 Cherry Street SE, Grand Rapids

www.eldershelpers.com

Home Health Care
Homemaking Services

Registered Nurse Services
Safety Button

Medication Management

Mention this ad and receive 1 FREE hour of care!
Buy 2 hours of care, and get an additional hour FREE!

Whether you’re considering Buying or Sel ling, Let me open some doors for you!Whether you’re considering Buying or Sel ling, Let me open some doors for you!

Jeff Martin
Realtor®

616-915-2107
Jeff.Martin@CBGreatLakes.com 4488 Cascade Rd. SE

Grand Rapids, MI 49546EACH OFFICE IS INDEPENDENTLY OWNED AND OPERATED.


