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Your Heritage Hill Association hopes everyone is healthy and safe as the City continues to respond to and get ahead of the 
COVID19 outbreak. Let’s be smart and do our part to minimize the impact.

The Heritage Hill Association office will be closed to the general public until we hear from healthcare authorities that these 
health safety measures can be lifted. Staff is still working and available via email (heritage@heritagehillweb.org) , phone 
at 616-459-8950, Facebook (@heritagehill), and Instagram (@heritagehillassociation) during normal business hours of 
Monday-Thursday, 9am-5pm.

Please feel free to call or email us if you have any resources to share with neighbors in need or if you are in need of a 
little neighborly support. We will do our best to get you connected appropriately. Or, of course, reach out directly to your 
neighbors: going to the grocery? Offer to pick some things up on their behalf. Do you have diapers left over from visiting 
grandchildren over the holidays? Offer them up to someone whose working hours have been cut and could use them.

The Heart of West Michigan United Way is actively connecting to the broader network of needs and opportunities. Call 
them at 211 to access resources or sign up to volunteer via their website www.volunteerGR.org .

6th Annual Grand Rapids Neighborhood Summit – March 7, 2020 
Theme: Growing Community & Justice
Neighbors from all over the city attended the annual one-day experience for Grand Rapids residents, business owners and 
stakeholders to learn with and from each other about strategies, resources 
and opportunities to strengthen neighborhoods and advance equity. Summit 
opened with a welcome song by a local Anishinaabe community drum. The 
keynote speaker, Anne Hertl of Anne Hertl Consulting focused on the work 
needed to build  a stronger coalition to address the issues of racial equity 
and climate resiliency. A first-ever Teen Track was offered this year which 
included workshops on making a podcast and managing money.

The majority of the workshops were led by Grand Rapids residents and 
focused on:

 Climate Change Action & Clean Energy Plans
 Grand Rapids Promise Zone
 Doing Business with the City
 Public Transporation
 Human Rights and Weapons Ordinances
 Racial Equity
 Urban Agriculture
 Native American History 
The Kids Summit provided children ages 5-12 a fun and engaging leadership 
learning experience, art and games while parents attended the Neighborhood 
Summit. Mayor Bliss stopped by to read with the kids.
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126 College S.E.
Grand Rapids, MI 49503
616-459-8950    Fax: 616-459-2409
Hours: 9 am - 5 pm, Mon. - Thurs.
Voicemail available for after-hours messages.
EMAIL:  heritage@heritagehillweb.org
WEBSITE:  www.heritagehillweb.org

Purpose:
The purpose of the Heritage Hill Association is to 
provide neighbors a way of collectively building a 
healthy, historically preserved community in which 
people can  live and  work in a secure and stable 
environment.

Office Staff:
Amanda Cormier, Executive Director
Barbara Draughon,  Crime Prevention
Maria Zache Starkey, Administrative
Barb Lester, Office Assistant

The Heritage Hill Association Board of Directors
Co-Presidents
*Wendy Verhage Falb, 350 Cherry SE, (c) 616-818-8873
Vice President
**Wes Beck, 225 Fountain NE, (H) 456-5144
Treasurer 
*James Scozzari, 437 Prospect SE, Apt. 1, (C) 901-3475
Secretary
*Suzanne De Haan, 573 Prospect SE,  (H) 742-0451

*Amy DeMott, 411 Paris SE, #1, (C) 616-322-1115
**Kate Diedrich, 536 Prospect SE, (H) 451-9211
**Michele Giordano, 444 Union Ave SE, (C) 616-862-7068
*Sarah Green, 403 College SE, (C) 616-206-2089
Jeff Martin (appt), 312 Logan St SE, (C) 616-915-2107
*Wayne Norlin, 558 Morris Ave SE, (C) 616-292-8263
*Scott Opperman, 50 College SE, (C) 616-685-6897
*John Walendowski, 546 Prospect SE, (C) 810-305-1709

* 1st Term
** 2nd Term

The Heritage Hill Association Board of Directors meets 
at 7 pm the third Wednesday of each month at the 
Hauenstein Center - H1 Community Room at Mercy 
Health Saint Mary’s.  The meeting is open to the public.

Heritage Hill Association Contacts:
Finance:   James Scozzari, (C) 901-3475
Newsletter:   Amanda Cormier, 459-8950 
Preservation: Rhonda Baker, (H) 456-3451 
Traffic and Parking: Amanda Cormier, (W) 459-8950
Zoning: Craig Nobbelin, 458-0471
Home Tour: Suzanne De Haan, (H) 742-0451
Home Tour
    Sponsorship: Amanda Cormier, 459-8950
Social Media: Barbara Draughon, 459-8950
State Street: Barbara Draughon, 459-8950
Block Issues: Barbara Draughon, 459-8950

The Heritage Hill Association provides information and 
encourages neighbor participation to keep Heritage 
Hill safe and vital. This community organizing engages 
neighbors to work on issues that arise. As an association 
of neighbors, we have a strong voice but we have no 
regulatory authority.

The GR Historic Preservation Commission regulates 
the City’s Preservation Ordinance. Applications and 
approvals are needed from this city department 
before beginning any exterior work or repairs. 
Contact 456-3451 or rbaker@grcity.org.

The Heritage Herald - Circulation 4,800
The Heritage Herald is published by the Heritage Hill 
Association Board of Directors six times a year (bi-monthly).  
The views and opinions expressed are not necessarily 
those of the Board of Directors. We reserve the right to 
edit.  Address correspondence to The Heritage Herald, 126 
College SE, Grand Rapids, MI 49503.

Typography & Printing:  Storr Printing Services, Inc.

The Heritage Hill Association

Your trusted HVAC team committed to good old fashioned service and values,
handling all aspects of HVAC and plumbing for homeowners

and commercial properties.

lakemichiganmechanical lake-michigan-mechanicallakemichiganmech

Home of the $89 Furnace or Boiler Tune-Up

These are definitely some 
weird times. For neighborhood 
organizations, it is counter-intuitive 
for us to be  closed to the public 
and working alone. Seeing all of the 
community efforts taking place right 
now to help during the crisis gives us 
hope during this time of uncertainty. 
Please call or email us if you need 
help or want to help, we will do our 
best to connect you.

If you are in a position to help others, 
please think of your neighbors. 
Check on those that live near you, 
ask if you can get food, medicine or 
supplies to them, especially if they are 

vulnerable. So we can’t share space, 
but we can share our thoughts. Reach 
out to friends and family. They might 
just need a phone call or email to 
let them know you’re there. Please 
continue to think about our local 
businesses and buy/support local 
whenever you can. It’s important now 
more than ever.

A great big THANK YOU to everyone 
who volunteers to lift up others in the 
community! We will get through this 
together.

Amanda Cormier
Executive Director

West Michigan’s  
Best Choice.

A university-quality  
education at a community 
college price.
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There are a few creative resources out there, too. Grand 
Rapids Mutual Aid Network is bringing together people 
who have financial and other resources to offer with those 
who might need those resources. Find out more via their 
Facebook page  @GRAMutAid  or this link https://www.
wgvunews.org/post/mutual-aid-era-coronavirus . 

Cash is not always what is needed. That’s where you might 
consider joining a local “Buy Nothing” Facebook group 
who offers members a way to give and receive, share, lend, 
and express gratitude through micro-local gift economies. 
There is no exchange of cash within this group, just 
exchanges of time, talent, and items. See if there is a group 
active in your neighborhood  https://buynothingproject.
org/find-a-group/#MI

Pleasant Park Tenders Wanted! 
Pleasant Park has beautiful flower beds but they need help staying that way! We have stunning flower and tree gardens 
but the city does not perform maintenance on these. We are seeking 10 (we already have 7) persons/households/friend 
groups/teens who need community service hours to commit to taking a section to maintain this summer. We are asking 
that you or your team commit to at least 4 hours of weeding in each of the months of May, June, July, August and September.

If you are interested in helping out but cannot commit to this much we could still use your help throughout the summer. 
We would like to have reserve volunteers in the event that someone needs extra help in their section. If you are interested 
please email Joshlyn Litzenberger at joshlynlitzenberger@gmail.com for more information. 

The Heart of West Michigan United Way is constantly 
updating the different meal pickup sites for children under 
18. Visit them at https://www.hwmuw.org

Last but not least is our local business community which is 
taking a beating right now. Local First is doing a good job at 
keeping the community informed about those businesses 
that are still open but tweaking their business model to 
accommodate the new health guidelines. Take a look at www.
localfirst.com and see who’s still open and eager for your 
business. You might be surprised!

Let’s do this together and help get our city back up and 
running as the vibrant, innovative community that it is!
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Curb Cut at Pleasant Street SE Crossing

Spigot for Urn Pots

Park History Signage on Column

Relocated DNR Sign onto Column

Shade Sails Over Playground Equipment

Swing Set and New Play Surface

Retaining Seat Wall for Swing Set Area

Rain Garden Improvements

DESIGN NARRATIVE
Focus areas for Pleasant Park improvements address 

playground safety, amenities, rain garden maintenance, 

and basic park needs. Based on neighborhood feedback 

and surveys, new features include shade sails over the play 

equipment to mitigate the hot play surface, a new swing set 

and accompanying play surface, cleaning out and re-planting 

of the rain garden, new educational signage of the history of 

the park, a new spigot for ease of watering the urns in the 

plaza space, and a curb cut on Pleasant Street SE along the 

walk at the north park property line. These improvements 

capitalize on the existing open space while providing better 

amenities that will make the park more functional, usable, 

and enjoyable for residents.
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Responding to COVID19 (Continued from front page)
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May 20-21, 2017 May 20-21, 2017

The Heritage Hill Association announced today that the 51st annual Weekend 
Tour of Homes originally scheduled for May 16-17, 2020 will be postponed 
to accommodate the State of Michigan’s response to the coronavirus 
(COVID-19) outbreak. The board and staff will explore options for 2020 once 
the future threat of the virus is better understood.

“This was a difficult decision, as we know that the tour is one of the most 
anticipated events in the City of Grand Rapids and draws people from the 
4-state area,” says Wendy Falb, Board Chair of the Heritage Hill Association. 
“This is the first time in the tour’s 51 year history that we have had to 
postpone it. The board and staff felt the community must come together to 
keep everyone safe.”

The tour was started as a fundraiser to help neighbors organize around 
bulldozers planned for 75% of the neighborhood in 1969.The Association 
continues to bring neighbors together around issues related to urban 
planning, land use, public safety, and overall quality of life.

Ticket holders and sponsors may transfer their purchased tickets and 
sponsorships into a charitable contribution to the Heritage Hill Association 
and receive a tax deduction receipt.  

“As a nonprofit organization, we rely on ticket revenue to support our efforts 
to build community and foster a neighborhood where people want to work and 
play,” adds Amanda Cormier, Executive Director. “Please consider turning in 
your tickets as a charitable donation to the organization. We are grateful for 
your support in these trying times to keep a thriving sense of community.”

Ticket holders and sponsors may also opt for a full refund by contacting us at 
616-459-8950 or heritage@heritagehillweb.org

THE HERITAGE HILL ASSOCIATION

Weekend Tour of Homes 
May 21 & 22, 2011

www.heritagehilltours.org
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Weekend Tour of Homes 
May 21 & 22, 2011

www.heritagehilltours.org
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The Heritage Hill Association is a non-profit, action-oriented neighborhood association founded in 1968 originally to protect the neighborhood 
from urban development and bulldozers. Today, we work with residents, churches, schools, and businesses on issues that impact quality of 

life including land use, safety, traffic, and parking. The Heritage Hill Association serves more than 4,500 households and businesses. 
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First United Methodist Church
227 Fulton St E    Grand Rapids   

www.GRFUMC.org

Welcome to First 
Church in the heart of 
the city — a progressive 
Christian community of 
faith that embraces all. 
We are committed to faith 
development that leads 
to engagement in acts of 
justice, mercy, and service.

We look forward to 
connecting with you!

Sunday Worship: 10:45 am
Summer Sunday Worship: 10:00 am

(Memorial Day Weekend through Labor Day Weekend)

Margaret Chamberlain & Paul
   VanOostenburg
Nancy Coulter
Glenn & Lannie Eisenbrandt
Mitchell Hagerup
Carl Johnson
Valeria Long
Kevin & Barbara Lowe
Dorothy Munson
Network for Good
Jim Payne & Char Kruzich
Erin & Mic Shupe
Shahin & Jeni Taheri
Tom & Chris Truesdale
Mark VanAllsburg
EG Works

In Memory of Joyce Makinen
Anonymous
Anonymous
Larry and Nancy Beckwith
Lee Bradley
Dan & Kate Diedrich
Suzanne DeHaan
Audrey Fick
Patricia Gelderous
Barb Lester
Tom Logan
Barb Magnotta
Mary Thomas
Tom & Chris Truesdale
Ken & Sharon Wieringa
Mike & Mary Alice Williams

Thank You to our recent contributors 

Remember Heritage Hill 
Property Owners:
There is a City Preservation Ordinance that governs 
all exterior changes, repairs and/or additions to 
Heritage Hill properties. Call the Grand Rapids 
Historic Preservation Commission at 456-3451 
for information on approvals. You can access the 
application form at the City’s website, 
www.ci.grand-rapids.mi.us at the 
Planning Department section or at the 
Heritage Hill Association’s
www.heritagehillweb.org. This 
ordinance applies to all exterior 
changes, repairs, and/or additions 
to your home and property.  Items 
such as doors and windows including 
storms, yard structures, driveway and 
sidewalk approaches, and fences do 
need HPC approvals.
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Matthew Lieto, DMD

“The professionals at Heritage Hill Dental are dedicated to 
performing high quality dentistry in a comfortable

environment. Utilizing the latest technology and attending
to detail, we provide the highest standard of patient care--

the focal point of our practice.”

www.heritagehill.dental                                                   616.451.2336
255 WASHINGTON SE  •   SUITE 4   • GRAND RAPIDS MICHIGAN   49503

FAQs: “Stay Home, Stay Safe”
The Grand Rapids Police Department shared with us the following 
guidance on stops during the effectiveness of this Executive Order.

Can a police officer stop a vehicle to make sure travelers are only engaged 
in “essential travel”?
• No! Police don’t have legal authority to stop vehicles just to investigate  
 whether the occupants are complying with the Executive Order. There

 are several exemptions in the order
 that allow people to travel, which
 undercut the reasonable suspicion
 necessary to make a stop.

Can a police officer make a pedestrian 
stop to make sure an individual is out 
of their home for a purpose authorized 
by the Order?
• Generally, no. There are several
 exemptions in the order that
 allow people to leave their home
 for authorized purposes, which
 undercut the reasonable suspicion
 necessary to make a stop.
• There may be egregious instances 
 in which reasonable cause exists to
 conduct a stop – like a large
 gathering of people that are not
 engaged in social distancing.
 However, a contact to provide
 education may be the better
 enforcement option to gain 
 compliance and keep you safe.

Are people required to carry 
documentation with them to 
demonstrate they are an “essential 
worker” or “critical infrastructure 
worker”?
• No. The order does not require
 that people carry proof that they  
 are a critical infrastructure or
 essential worker. Nor does the
 order require that such
 documentation, if it exists, be
 provided to police. Officers
 should not ask for any
 documentation like this. 

First Park Congregational Church
United Church of Christ

10 East Park Place NE
Grand Rapids, MI 49503

616 - 459 - 3203
www.parkchurchgr.org

No matter who you 
are or where you are 
on life’s journey, you 
are welcome here!

Worship with us
 Sunday at 10:30am

Located in the heart 
of downtown, next to 
Veterans Park and the 

Public Library

An Open and
Affirming Congregation
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TERRY TAYLOR
Fine Interior Painting Since 1980

616-204-2148
pinballputter@yahoo.com

I prep and paint your house
as if it were my own!

RReessttoorraattiioonn  aanndd  rreeppaaiirr  sseerrvviicceess  ffoorr  yyoouurr                                                              
hhiissttoorriicc  wwoooodd  wwiinnddoowwss..  

((661166))444466--33550033        CChheecckk  uuss  oouutt  oonn  FFaacceebbooookk!!                

hheerriittaaggeewwiinnddoowwrreessttoorraattiioonn@@ggmmaaiill..ccoomm    

Restoration and repair services for 
your historic wood windows.

(616)446-3503
Check us out on Facebook!       

heritagewindowrestoration@gmail.com 

In 2008, “The Dorothy Stout, 
Clay Palmer & Glenn Reed 

Memorial Scholarship” fund 
was established at GRCC. These 

three Heritage Hill Pioneers, 
collectively taught over 100 
years within Grand Rapids 

Public Schools. The “3 Teachers” 
felt very strong about public 
education and also instilled 

upon their students, the noble 
art of learning a trade and how 
to succeed into adulthood. This 

scholarship was formed to award 
yearly to a GRCC Student that 
is pursuing a “skilled trade” 

profession. A minimum of $500 
is awarded annually. Students of 
GRCC who are residents of the 

Heritage Hill Neighborhood, are 
also are given a higher priority 

of the yearly award. What a 
great way to help the next 

generation learn and explore a 
skilled trade that will and can 
benefit the HH Neighborhood. 

If you want to contribute to the 
fund, please contact Mary Reed 

(GRCC) mreed@grcc.edu or 
John Kershek, kershekj@gmail.
com for more information. Any 
and all financial donations are 

appreciated. The long term goal 
is to award 2, $500 scholarships 

annually. 
 

SCHOLARSHIP FUND
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N e i g h b o r h o o d   P o t p o u r r i  by Barbara Draughon

Gone to the Dogs
Now that spring is within reach, pet 
owners are eager to get some outdoor 
exercise for themselves AND their 
pooches. Neighbors have already 

seen a number of dogs off leash in 
areas where a leash is required. 
Please remind your spouse, kids, 
and dog walkers that leashes of no 
longer than 6 feet (including those 

retractable leashes that allow much 
more distance) must be used when 
the dog is outside of your own private 
property and not at a designated 
off-leash park. For some off-leash 
exercise, there is a fenced-in dog park 
nearby at Hillcrest Park in Fulton 
Heights. Residents of multi-unit 
buildings: please respect the property 
rules related to pets on the premises. 
Everyone is safer when the leash laws 
are followed.

Have you added a dog to your family 
recently? Don’t forget that Kent 
County requires each dog to be 
registered with a license. You can do 
so at Kent County Animal Shelter 
740 Fuller Avenue NE or order 
and renew online at https://www.
accesskent.com/DogLicense/
NavMuniSelect.action 

New Season, Same Crimes
It was shovels and snow plows from 
unsecured garages this past winter; 
now it’ll be bikes and lawnmowers 
that are the target of summertime 
thieves. Please:
 

•	 Make sure you are always 
putting your bike away. Each 
year we have a lot of stolen 
bikes. Simply locking your 
bike to the front porch is 
not recommended. Consider 
bringing it inside if that is an 
option.   

•	 Secure that garage door or 
padlock that lawnmower to 
a strong fixture. Thieves will 
take off with them if there is 
an opportunity. 

•	 Be sure car windows are 
closed, doors  are LOCKED, 
and keys/valuables are 
REMOVED. Things like back 
packs and gym bags often 
look appealing to thieves 
(even if they only find your 
dirty gym clothes). And never 
leave laptops, tablets, phones 
or guns in your car.

Neighborhood Match Fund
Do you have an idea for a project 
or activity that benefits the 
neighborhood but no money to put 
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(Cont’d on pg. 10)

N e i g h b o r h o o d   P o t p o u r r i  by Barbara Draughon

carmodypainting.com

616-443-0406

carmodypainting.com

Carmody
Painting

Carmody
Painting

Interior & Exterior
Residential & Commercial

Fully Insured
EPA Lead Certified

Quality Craftsmanship at Competitive Rates

carmodypainting.com

616-443-0406

carmodypainting.com

Carmody
Painting

Carmody
Painting

carmodypainting.com

616-443-0406

carmodypainting.com

Carmody
Painting

Carmody
Painting

toward it? Consider applying for the 
City of Grand Rapids’ Neighborhood 
Match Fund (NMF).  Its purpose is to:

1. Identify, develop and 
network resident leaders

2. Build stronger connections 
among residents and in their 
neighborhoods

3. Address and promote 
equitable outcomes

NMF awards are between $200 and 
$2,500, depending on the requested 
amount, scope of the project, 
alignment with NMF objectives, and 
balance of funds. Applications are 
reviewed by committee on a semi-
annual basis. The next round of 
proposals will be reviewed between 
June 1 and 30 for projects starting 
in September or later. More info can 
be found on line at https://www.
grandrapidsmi.gov/Government/
Programs-and-Initiatives/
Neighborhood-Match-Fund  or 
contact the Heritage Hill info for 
other methods of application.

Energy Savers
Did you know there is a line item 
in our Consumers Energy bill that 
provides for an in-home energy 
assessment? Take advantage of this 
service which sends a trained analyst 
to your home who will complete a 60 
minute assessment, provide you with 
a customized home energy report, 
energy saving tips, and may be able 
install energy saving products* such 
as:

• LED Bulbs
•  LED Nightlights
•  Pipe Wrap, Aerators, and
 Showerheads (for electric water
 heater customers)

This assessment may qualify you for 
additional energy saving items to 
lower your energy bills.

To schedule your free appointment, 
call Consumers Energy at
833-685-1312 or visit
www.CEHelpingNeighbors.com

* Energy-saving product installation 
will vary per home and will be based 
upon available funding.

COVID 19
With so many of us at home right 
now, beware of scammers taking 
advantage of this situation. Door-
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N eighborhood  Potpourri    

Bylsma Painting Company
Excellence since 1972

Rick Bylsma has given presentations to Historic Societies, Old House Expo 
events, and to the Michigan Historic Preservation Network.

Some of our projects:
 Frank Lloyd Wright/Meyer May – Steelcase – Grand Rapids, MI
 Frank Lloyd Wright Studio/Amberg home - Grand Rapids, MI
 Gibson Restaurant/Mangiamo’s - Grand Rapids, MI
 Voigt House – Grand Rapids Public Museum - Grand Rapids, MI
 Senator William Alden Smith Estate – Grand Rapids, MI
 Hackley and Hume Estate – Muskegon County Museum, MI
 St. Marks Church – Grand Rapids, MI
 First Methodist Church – Grand Rapids, MI
 Westminster Presbyterian Church – Grand Rapids, MI
 Reagan Marketing – Grand Rapids, MI
 Wealthy Street Theater – Grand Rapids, MI
 Graham Home – Lowell Museum, MI
 Women’s City Club – Grand Rapids, MI

No one in Michigan has more experience, expertise, or volume 
of projects in restoration painting.

616-308-8849
www.bylsmapainting.com

T H E  A R T  I S  I N  T H E  D E TA I L S

Juli S. Wemmer DDS, FAGD

Jon C. Feinauer  DDS

455 Cherry Street, SE  
Grand Rapids, MI 49503

P 616.458.8593
F 616.458.0738
www.stonecastledentistry.com

STONECASTLE
DENTISTRY

T H E  A R T  I S  I N  T H E  D E TA I L S

455 Cherry Street, SE
Grand Rapids, MI 49503

P 616.458.8593
F 616.458.0738
www.stonecastledentistry.com

STONECASTLE
DENTISTRY
T H E  A R T  I S  I N  T H E  D E TA I L S

Juli S. Wemmer DDS, FAGD

Jon C. Feinauer  DDS

455 Cherry Street, SE
Grand Rapids, MI 49503

P 616.458.8593
F 616.458.0738
www.stonecastledentistry.com

STONECASTLE
DENTISTRY
Jon C. Feinauer  DDS
Ramiro Lambaria  DMD

to-door salespeople must identify 
themselves with valid company ID. 
Beware if they ask to see copies 
of your bills, request to see your 
security system, etc. 

Keeping in Touch
The Heritage Hill Association is 
upgrading its email system and 
listserv to better protect the privacy 
of our recipients.

We email more than 1,000 friends 
and neighbors living, playing, or 
doing business in Heritage Hill 
occasionally with timely updates to 
neighborhood safety and quality of 
life issues that happen in between 
our bi-monthly publishing dates for 
this newsletter. To be included, please 
send us your email address if you:

• Are not already getting our
 updates

• Have a new email address

• Aren’t sure that you are in
 our system

• Just want to be doubly sure
 you’re included!

Just send a quick email with the 
subject:  Add me to your listserv!  [or 
something similar]

If that isn’t enough, then also look for 
us on Facebook @HeritageHill or on 
Instagram @HeritageHillAssocation.

Meanwhile, the Grand Rapids Police 
Department remains fully operational 
in the wake of the COVID-19 situation. 
In the event you require police 
services, here are some things you 
can do to minimize exposure:

•      Advise the 911 operator 
of anyone in the home 
with symptoms or who are 
quarantined.

•      Meet the officers outside of 
your home and maintain the 
recommended 6 feet of distance.

•      Check out https://www.
grandrapidsmi.gov/Services/
Report-a-Crime for information 
on how to report incidents online 
or by phone.
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Whether you’re considering Buying or Sel ling, Let me open some doors for you!

AJS-SCHMIDT

Jeff Martin
Realtor®

616-915-2107
Jeff.Martin@CBGreatLakes.com

WOODLAND SCHMIDT

4488 Cascade Rd. SE
Grand Rapids, MI 49546EACH OFFICE IS INDEPENDENTLY OWNED AND OPERATED.

Discussion at the February, 2020 
Heritage Hill Association Board 
Meeting included:
Johanna Schultz from the City of 
Grand Rapids attending meeting 
to explain the Community 
Development Block Grant funding 
(CDBG) to board:

The city gets approximately $6 
– $8 million each year in federal 
monies to distribute throughout city 
neighborhoods, community centers, 
associations, etc.  Leadership and 
public safety programs are used 
as measurements for many of the 
amounts allocated.  CDBG is also 
used for housing assistance (and 
affordable housing development) 
and city infrastructure (parks, 
streets, plantings).  The city 
has been receiving block grant 
monies from feds since 1974 and 
has been delegating the usage to 
neighborhoods since the 80s (she was 
not sure of exact year).  

The city is currently working on 
a new regional 5-year plan as the 
current plan comes to a close in 
May of 2021.  Federal CDBG funding 
requires this long-range plan and 
HUD requires that plans include 
funding to low- and moderate-income 
neighborhoods.

(The 2020 census will also dictate 
parameters used and may – in some 
cases – reflect a different income set 
in some neighborhoods, possibly 
affecting monies allocated.)

The city’s community development 
department measures and tries 
to understand/state the quality 
of all neighborhoods’ programs 
in their reporting.  The city 
requires performance outcomes 
and relies on complete reporting 
(by neighborhoods) of impact on 
neighbors/neighborhood and the 
leadership training of neighbors on 
neighborhood issues.

(The board members in attendance 
agreed an offsite planning session 
would definitely be in order to plan 

Board Notes

(Cont’d on pg. 12)
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The team at Midtown Craftsmen takes pride in delivering solid craftsmanship 

while incorporating the latest innovations to bring enjoyment, function, and 

value to our customers homes and businesses. 

It’s not good because it’s old, it’s old because it’s good.

In the Image Donations
 
Central Reformed Church (located at the corner of College Avenue and 
Fulton Street) will host the “In The Image” Donation Truck for our Heritage 
Hill neighbors to collect your new or gently used clothing, furniture, and 
working household items. Please check the “In The Image” website below 
for “Accepted and Unaccepted” donation items.  The Donation Truck will 
be available for you to load your items on Saturday, April 25, from 10 am 
till 4 pm, and Sunday, April 26, noon till 4 pm.  The truck will be located in 
the parking lot behind the church.  Please do not leave items outside the 
Donation Truck.

“In The Image” Donation Truck collects items for their “Free Store” (located 
on South Division) for families in need.  Check their website for the list of 
Accepted and Unaccepted Items at http://www.intheimage.org.WHOEVER YOU ARE,

WHEREVER YOU GO IN GOD’S WIDE WORLD,
You are WELCOME at the corner of College & Fulton!

Sunday Worship 9:30 am
CentralReformedChurch.org

10 COLLEGE AVE NE 

BECAUSE OF YOU—HOPE IS PROVIDED AT NO COST! 

1823 Division Ave South 
Grand Rapids, MI 49507-2458 
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Board Notes
(Cont’d from page 11)

Proudly Serving Heritage Hill for 72 Years

A 100 year old house, with a new garage door to match.

(616) 261-0300  www.overheaddoorgr.com

Life is Healthier with a  
Primary Care Doctor. 

At Mercy Health Physician Partners, we’ve got you 
covered with easy access to online scheduling and nearly 

800 providers in over 90 locations in West Michigan. 

Start your search online at  
FindaMercyHealthProvider.com

an Associate Broker with

4301 Canal Ave. SW | Grandville MI 49418

WWW . S A N T I A G O P R O P E R T I E S . U S

We’re your 
neighbors in 
Heritage Hill, 

passionate 
about historic 
homes, and 

we are here to 
help you buy, 

sell, and invest.

WHOEVER YOU ARE,
WHEREVER YOU GO IN GOD’S WIDE WORLD,

You are WELCOME at the corner of College & Fulton!

Sunday Worship 9:30 am
CentralReformedChurch.org

10 COLLEGE AVE NE 

for the eventuality of a decrease in 
the funding provided by the CDBG 
due to one or more of many factors 
including federal funding, census 
results and the city’s new regional 
plan.) Motion and approval sought to 
review association bylaws:(Should 
we) create a policy addendum to 
include an equity/inclusion statement 
to bylaws. Motion made and approved 
to include such an addendum.  
Examples from other neighborhood 
associations and/or organizations to 
be collected and reviewed/discussed 
at next meeting.

Historic Preservation Awards:  Query 
put to board for any suggestions, 
nominees, etc.

Treasurers Report – Board introduced 
to the move by the association to 
Quickbooks for the Heritage Hill 
Association’s financial reporting.  
Reports for January reviewed.

Land Use Issues:  Wayne Norlin 
reported that the Zoning Committee 
had an informal get-together at 
the home of Craig Nobbelin with 
the purpose of getting to know one 
another and share experiences of 
serving on the committee, which 
exists to respond and react to specific 
zoning requests that come to them 
from the City pertaining to properties 
in Heritage Hill. During the course of 
the conversations, broader land use 
topics came up that are beyond the 
function of the Zoning Committee. 
Attendees began brainstorming 
neighborhood improvement ideas 
and the history of the Heritage Hill 
Master Plan. Wayne suggested to 
the HH board that these larger land 
use topics should be addressed by 
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2019

CONCRETE
616.460.7797

RESIDENTIAL • SIDEWALKS • DRIVEWAYS • PATIOS

Contact Jason

the full board, including a possible 
presentation on the Master Plan. Also 
talk of 153 Lafayette SE on current 
code compliance.  Board informed 
that Mercy Health has extension until 
spring 2021 on building as is. Parking 
on Morris SE between Cherry and 
Logan to be looked at by city for fire/
garbage vehicles. 

Administration:  Looking for 
prospective board members to fill 
out 3 mid- and late-term vacancies.  
Also, new office personnel hours 
announced to meet current needs.

Fundraising: Home Tour 2020 
line-up is still seeking one more 
home (due to a late drop-out).  
House Captains are all assigned and 
volunteer needs look like they could 
be moderately to greatly reduced 
due to some Tour element redesign. 
Proposals being sent to some of the 
Hill’s infrastructure providers (i.e., 
Consumers, Comcast, etc.) for Tour 
sponsorship. This year’s Tour will be 
dedicated to Joyce Makinen.

Community Engagement:  
Partnering with HQ (on State Street) 
to help in the clean-up of Foster Park.

New Business:  Joyce Makinen’s 
Celebration of Life will be held 
February 29. Also, Barbara Draughon 
asked board for opinions/suggestions 
on conducting “meet-up groups” for 
neighbors to discuss neighborhood 
issues.

If you would like an item placed on 
the Board agenda, please call the HHA 
office at 459-8950 before 4:00 p.m. of 
the second WEDNESDAY of the month. 
If you would like to address the Board 
regarding an agenda item, public 
comment is taken at the beginning of 
each meeting. For non-agenda items, 
public comment is taken at the end 
of each meeting. Typically, Board 
meetings run from 7:00 p.m. until   
8:30 p.m.

If you would like to receive monthly 
Board agendas via email, please 
email us your request (heritage@
heritagehillweb.org)
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CALL TODAY - 616.454.8305
500 Cherry Street SE, Grand Rapids

www.eldershelpers.com

Home Health Care
Homemaking Services

Registered Nurse Services
Safety Button

Medication Management

Mention this ad and receive 1 FREE hour of care!
Buy 2 hours of care, and get an additional hour FREE!

HERITAGE HILL CAMPUS

come as you are
EASTER SERVICES:

SUNDAY, APRIL 12: 9 & 11AM

SERVICE TIMES

9:30AM & 11AM

The Heritage Hill 
Association publishes 
available apartments.
Please remember us when your 

apartment needs renters. Your dollars 
not only find you tenants but also 

support the programs of the Heritage Hill 
Association! You can list your apartment 
right at the website or stop by the HHA 

office. We welcome you!

Heritage Hill Apartment
Rental and Home Sales Listings

All sizes and prices -- Spread the word!!!

HERITAGEHILLWEB.ORG

Landlords and 
Tenants: COVID-19
An important part of Heritage Hill 
culture is a healthy landlord/tenant 
constituency and nearly half of our 
residential units are indeed rentals. 
This significantly contributes to the 
affordability and livability of our 
neighborhood.

Challenges brought by COVID-19 
are hitting this population hard. 
Heritage Hill Association has some 
resources to suggest to both tenants 
and landlords. We won’t print 
specific issues here because, frankly, 
they often change with each new 
Executive Order issued. However, 
we encourage tenants to refer to 
https://michiganlegalhelp.org for 
up to date information about the 
Governor’s Executive Order and how 
it impacts your rights. 

Landlords might consider following 
the Rental Property Owners 
Association (RPOA) of Grand Rapids. 
They have a very helpful e-newsletter 
that requires no membership to 
receive. You can sign up to receive it 
at www.rpoaonline.org.  They have 
built an “FAQ” page that is accessible 
without a membership, as well 
viewable at https://rpoaonline.org/
answering-landlord-real-estate-
investor-questions-regarding-
michigan-executive-orders/
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REASON #2 
largest selection of school choices  

CONGRESS ELEMENTARY
neighborhood school  GRADES PK-5

GRAND RAPIDS MONTESSORI
theme school  GRADES PK-12

INNOVATION CENTRAL
theme school GRADES 9-12

The teachers are exceptional 
educators and kind mentors, 

the administration is engaged 
and open to change, and 

the attending community is 

incredibly rich and dynamic.”
Christy Vos GRPS PARENT

GRPS.ORG/ENROLLTODAY

Historic Building Restoration 
Residential & Institutional 

616-454-9337
www.grandriverbuilders.comwww.grandriverbuilders.com
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Heritage Hill Association
126 College SE
Grand Rapids, MI 49503
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Neighborhood Improvement & Public Safety organizing efforts of the Heritage Hill Association are in 
part funded by the City of Grand Rapids' Community Development Block Grant Programs.

DATES TO REMEMBER
All Heritage Hill Association Meetings 

are open to neighbors.

Wednesday, April 15, 2020 
HHA Board Meeting

7:00 pm.
Location TBD

Wednesday, May 20, 2020 
HHA Board Meeting

7:00 pm.
Location TBD

Wednesday, June 17, 2020 
HHA Board Meeting

7:00 pm.
Location TBD

Herald Deadline
May April issue

Monday, April 27, 2020

Annual Events:

2020 Heritage Hill
Weekend Tour of Homes

2020 Yard Sales
Stay tuned for

further information PRUNING • FERTILIZATION • PEST & DISEASE MANAGEMENT • REMOVAL

YOUR TREES DESERVE THE BEST OF 
CARE ALL YEAR LONG

CALL US AT (616) 245-9449 OR VISIT BARTLETT.COM


