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The Heritage Hill Association
126 College S.E.
Grand Rapids, MI 49503
616-459-8950 Fax: 616-459-2409
Hours: 9 am - 5 pm, Mon. - Thurs.
Voicemail available for after-hours messages.
EMAIL: heritage@heritagehillweb.org
WEBSITE: www.heritagehillweb.org

Purpose:
The purpose of the Heritage Hill Association is to
provide neighbors a way of collectively building a
healthy, historically preserved community in which
people can live and work in a secure and stable
environment.
Office Staff:
Jan Earl, Executive Director
Amanda Cormier, Crime Prevention
Maria Zache Starkey, Administrative
Barb Lester, Office Assistant

The Heritage Hill Association Board of Directors
Co-Presidents
*Lisa Baars, 139 Prospect NE, (C) 616-540-9356
*Wesley Beck, 225 Fountain NE, (H) 456-5144
Vice President
*Sarah Green, 403 College SE, (C) 616-206-2089
Treasurer
**Erin Shupe, 427 Prospect Ave SE, (C) 633-8946
Secretary
*Suzanne DeHaan, 573 Prospect SE, (H) 742-0451

Annual Report

HHA Founder Barbara Roelofs and Jan Earl,
HHA Director appropriately celebrate HHA’s
50th Anniversary.
(Continued from front page)
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OUR SERVICES:

The Heritage Hill Association Board of Directors meets
at 7 pm the third Wednesday of each month at the
Hauenstein Center - H1 Community Room at Mercy
Health Saint Mary’s. The meeting is open to the public.

Heritage Hill Association Contacts:
Finance:
Erin Shupe, (C) 633-8946
Newsletter:
Jan Earl, 459-8950
Preservation:
Rhonda Baker, (H) 456-3451
Traffic and Parking: Jan Earl, (W) 459-8950
Zoning:
Craig Nobbelin, 458-0471
Home Tour:
Suzanne De Haan, (H) 742-0451
Home Tour
Sponsorship:
Jan Earl, 459-8950
Social Media:
Amanda Cormier, 459-8950
State Street:
Amanda Cormier, 459-8950
Block Issues:
Amanda Cormier, 459-8950

information alert/e-alert notices and fliers. Block Club organizing keeps
neighbors working together to prioritize problems, identify resources,The
and Crime
provided
t
develop and implement action plans to resolve problems. In 2017, this
program was primarily funded by federal Community Development Block
safety wit
Grants that the City of Grand Rapids receives and in turn funds a myriad of
neighbors
community programs, one being the Heritage Hill Association.

The Heritage Hill Association provides information and
encourages neighbor participation to keep Heritage
Hill safe and vital. This community organizing engages
neighbors to work on issues that arise. As an association
of neighbors, we have a strong voice but we have no
regulatory authority.

The Heritage Herald - Circulation 4,800
The Heritage Herald is published by the Heritage Hill
Association Board of Directors six times a year (bi-monthly).
The views and opinions expressed are not necessarily
those of the Board of Directors. We reserve the right to
edit. Address correspondence to The Heritage Herald, 126
College SE, Grand Rapids, MI 49503.
Typography & Printing: Storr Printing Services, Inc.
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Neighbor
Joe Hubner
bulldozes
his way
to the
rescue and
spreads
mulch
at the annual
Pleasant
Park
clean-up.
spreads
mulch
at the
annual together
PleasanttoPark
In 1968,
neighbors
organized
stopclean-up.
mortgage red lining (banks

**Kate Diedrich, 536 Prospect SE, (H) 451-9211
*Wendy Verhage Falb, 350 Cherry SE, (c) 616-818-8873
**Michele Giordano, 444 Union Ave SE, 616-862-7068
*Christopher Grygiel, (C) 616-634-7018
*Heather Hall, 225 Fountain NE, 508-344-8966
*Nikki Hoort, 500 Cherry SE, (C) 616-813-6026
*Wayne Norlin, 558 Morris Ave SE, (C) 292-8263
*Nathan Slauer, 65 Union NE, (C) 616-304-5113

The GR Historic Preservation Commission regulates
the City’s Preservation Ordinance. Applications and
approvals are needed from this city department
before beginning any exterior work or repairs.
Contact 456-3451 or rbaker@grcity.org.
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The Weekend Tour of Homes (3rd Weekend in May): This is the
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to complete the line-up. You want to open your home don’t you!
The Heritage Hill Garden Tour: A fun-raiser for Heritage Hill
gardeners, the Garden Tour is held nearly every year. It is planned
The Heritage Hill Garden Tour: A fun-raiser for Heritage Hill gardeners, the Garden Tour is held nearly every year. It
for 2019. Please consider opening your quiet space the third
The Voigt
HousePlease
openedcall
for or
Tour
in 2018
the
is planned for 2019. Please consider opening your quiet space the third weekend
in June.
email
thetooffice
weekend in June. Please call or email the office and let’s get you on
delight of many.
and let’s get you on our garden line-up.

our garden line-up.

Social Events: The Association hosts two annual neighborhood wide events
to gather neighbors together. The Neighborhood Night Out social is the first
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surface parking lot. Wealthy Street is a vital corridor and active
buildings are critical to its health, not an empty surface parking lot.
The GR Planning Commission denied the request to demolish. An
active development was encouraged.
o Residential Permit Parking: Changes to the City’s process in
establishing permit parking zones will likely see a zone request in
Heritage Hill in 2019. Neighbors were notified of the new process.
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Neighborhood Fun and Fund Development:

• Organized and orchestrated the annual Weekend Tour of Homes in May. Recruited
hosts, house captains and 223 volunteers to staff the homes and welcomed 4000
tourists.

Hello Amanda Cormier, the
•
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Prevention Organizer.
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Arizona in November.
moved to Arizona in November.

of life

Preservation: Co-hosted with the GR Historic Preservation Commission (HPC)
a window’s workshop to teach attendees how to fix broken cords, glazing and
installation. Also partnered with HPC on a new resident information workshop.
Applauded HPC 2018 Award recipients.

itage
his 50th achievement. The
s joined neighbors in honoring one of
were compiled in a power point that

Compiled and produced 6 issues of the Heritage Herald that were distributed to
4,500 neighbors and friends.
Produced and updated the apartment listings on a minimum weekly basis.

Organized the Heritage Hill Night Out Ice Cream social at Pleasant Park in August;
Organized the annual Heritage
Hill Neighborhood-Wide Yard
Sale Day in June; and the Holiday
Potluck and Annual Meeting in
December.

u to get active on your block and in
ourage all to think Local and in your
places to explore too including
laced GRPD, the Commons in the
t forget the Dollar General at State

Remarkable Care
Close to Home
300 Lafayette Avenue SE
Family Medicine • 616-685-6921

Family Medicine Residency Center • 616-685-6922
Internal Medicine & Residency Center • 616-685-6919

MercyHealthPhysicianPartners.com
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• Texas Hold-em - Staffed 4 gaming
events throughout 2018.
Plus: Assisted 1000’s of calls and
requests regarding a multitude of
quality of life issues in Heritage Hill

And in 2018 we celebrated our
50 years of working with you to
make Heritage Hill the best it
can be. Every HHA event in our
anniversary year marked this 50th
achievement. The celebratory
year culminated at the Holiday
Potluck where past presidents
joined neighbors in honoring
one of our key founders, Barbara
Roelofs. The 50 Greatest Hits of
Heritage Hill were compiled in a
power point that is also posted on
the Association’s website. We have
come a long way!

A

nd we go on …. we welcome all new neighbors in 2018
and encourage you to get active on your block and in
your neighborhood. It’s your community and our shared
place! Plus we encourage all to think Local and in your
neighborhood when seeking services and fun gathering
places. Many new places to explore too including Marcona
on Lyon, a Mediterranean restaurant; Heritage Hill Pizza
that replaced GRPD, the Commons in the Oakwood Manor,
the Barre Code fitness studio also at 547 Cherry and don’t
forget the Dollar General at State and Madison.
7

Crime Prevention
in 2018

Specializing in both Residential &
Commercial Remodeling since 1985

616.874.6110 | morrisbuildersinc.com
143 Courtland | Rockford, MI 49341
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Neighbors are the heartbeat of
Heritage Hill: Board members,
Committee members, Block Club
Representatives and hundreds of
individuals within our community
who are invested in helping each
other stay safe and healthy within
our neighborhood. Without you, we
simply could not be the community
that we are! We recognize and thank
you for all your continued efforts.
New Neighbors: For tips on
keeping your home, apartment or
business safe from burglaries, give
Heritage Hill Association a call and
talk to Amanda Cormier, our Crime
Prevention Officer, at 459-8950. We
offer FREE Home Security Checks to
all of our residents, regardless if you
rent or own your home.
Crime Issues in 2018:
• One main crime issue in 2018
was the multiple Breaking &
Entering reports we had in
the fall. An individual entered
several homes and stole small
items that could be easily sold.
Once again, it was a crime of
opportunity. Doors that were left
unlocked made it easy for the
suspect to enter the home and
start looking for stuff to grab.
Thank you to all of the neighbors
who contacted us and the police
with information that eventually
led to the arrest of the suspect.
We cannot stress enough to
KEEP DOORS LOCKED. Although
this individual was non-violent,
in some rare instances criminals
are more confrontational and
won’t just run away when
caught. This individual did not
put much effort into breaking
into homes that were locked,
he just walked in to homes that
were unlocked.
• Another typical crime of
opportunity we see too much
of is items stolen from porches,
garages and cars. The best thing
you can do is to keep these areas
locked and free from valuable
items. Petty criminals don’t like
to put forth a lot of effort, so
don’t make it easy for them!
• We saw a number of new scams
out, some of them look pretty
convincing. One looked like an
absentee voting card but asked
for donations. You should not

have to donate anything to vote.
And if it sounds too good to be
true, it probably is! Feel free
to call our office if you receive
questionable solicitation and we
can help you get to the bottom
of it.
• The “indecent exposure” suspect
was caught! A man who had too
much time on his hands and
not enough clothes on his body
was seen sitting naked on a
park bench near the school on
Fountain. He was arrested after
several neighbors poured tips
into our office and the GRPD.
• We also had an unfortunate case
of a death of a woman in 2018
near Logan Street. Although
the death itself was due to an
overdose, there was a criminal
act of moving the body to an
alley rather than contacting
the proper authorities. This
resulted in charges against those
responsible for moving the
victim’s body. What can we do?
It is imperative for neighbors to
continue to watch out for each
other. Report suspicious activity
to the police and talk to each
other.
o What to do if you suspect
someone has overdosed:
 CALL 911 – Getting help fast
is really important to save
the person.
 Administer Naloxone if
available
 Breathe for the person
if they aren’t able to
themselves
 Position the person on their
side if they are breathing by
themselves. They may vomit
and you don’t want them to
choke or inhale vomit into
their lungs.
 Stay with the person to
keep them warm until help
arrives.
Housing Code Enforcement: While
Heritage Hill does not seek out
Housing Code Violations in the
neighborhood as we believe
near neighbors have the best
information, nor do we have
any regulatory authority, we do
help those who come to us with
concerns and issues. We can help
you learn how to navigate the
process and provide information.
(Continued on page 10)

YOUR TREES DESERVE THE BEST OF
CARE ALL YEAR LONG

PRUNING • FERTILIZATION • PEST & DISEASE MANAGEMENT • REMOVAL 9/14/200

CALL US AT (616) 245-9449 OR VISIT BARTLETT.COM

TidyHome
Home
offers and
very
affordable
and
Tidy
HelpersHelpers
offers very affordable
professional
home and
small
office
cleaning
services
to
those
in
the
greater
Grand
Rapids
area.
professional home and small office cleaning services
We use environmentally friendly Green Seal certified products so you,
to those
in and
theyour
greater
Grand
Rapids
area. We use
your
loved ones,
environment
are safe
in our hands.
environmentally-friendly Green Seal certified
“At Tidy Home Helpers we’ll keep
products soyour
you,
your
lovedgreat.”
ones, and your
home
looking
environment are safe in our hands.
Call 616-233-4832
to we’ll
schedule
“At Tidy
Home Helpers
keep your
a free assessment
home looking great.”
Or Visit Us Online:
Call 616-233-4832
to set up a free assessment
www.tidyhomehelpers.com
Or Visit Us Online: www.tidyhomehelpers.com

It’s not good because it’s old, it’s old because it’s good.

The team at Midtown Craftsmen takes pride in delivering solid craftsmanship
while incorporating the latest innovations to bring enjoyment, function, and
value to our customers homes and businesses.

616 . 24 5 . 5 970

|

w w w.mtc r es tor at ion.com
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Crime Prevention

(Continued from page 9)

•

We received trash complaints
for neighbors with overflowing
garbage bins. We worked with
new property owners to make
sure they know where to find
resources for trash & recycling.
• Other common complaints were
concerns over tall grass and
weeds. When property owners
were brought to attention
regarding tall grass and weeds,
all complied and corrected
the matter within 48 hours of
contacting.
Parks
We saw very little crime activity in
our parks in 2018 and I think we
have continued resident ownership
to thank for that. Neighbors near
each of our parks have gone above
and beyond picking up garbage,
pruning bushes, planting flowers and
that is what it means to love where
you live!
Pleasant Park continues to be an
amazing addition to the area. In
2018, we saw a new Table Tennis
structure and Friends of GR Parks
upgraded the plaques memorials. We
also thank South Hill Area Neighbors
which border this park for their
continued investment in this park.
Huge shout out to all the Pleasant
Park Tenders and Pleasant Park Pals
who continue to care for this park
throughout the year.
Landlord Tenant Issues
In 2018, Heritage Hill Association
advised both landlords and tenants
on a variety of issues and rights.
From Tenants not adhering to
lease terms to issues with security
deposits and apartments with
issues, we help both sides. If you
have questions or concerns, please
contact Amanda at 459-8950 or
Heritage@heritagehillweb.org

WHOEVER YOU ARE,

WHEREVER YOU GO IN GOD’S WIDE WORLD,
You are WELCOME at the corner of College & Fulton!

10 COLLEGE AVE NE

Serving Grand Rapids, from the Heart of Heritage Hill with

Communion every Wednesday
Addie’s- Pantry
Addie’s Diner
12:15
12:45&pm
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“…I was hungry and you gave me something to eat”.
Serving Grand Rapids, from the Heart of Heritage Hill with
Addie’s Pantry & Addie’s
Diner
Join
us

for Classic Worship

What a 50th! Thanks to all
for coming to the Holiday
Potluck and Annual
Meeting Celebration.
Big Applause to:
Martha's Vineyard, GRCC and
Heritage Pizza for the holiday spirit.
Newly elected Board
members
Heather Hall
And returning Board members

Suzanne DeHaan
Kate Diedrich
Michele Giordano

Distinguished Service
Award Recipients
Suzanne DeHaan
Chelsea and Charles Roelofs
Brad Fisher, Heritage Hill’s
south end mail carrier
GRPS Museum School
Orion Construction
GR Public Museum
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Thank You to our recent contributors. We couldn’t do it
Dave and Mary Annis
Anonymous donor
David Baak and Betty Zylstra
Davie and Jean Bahle

Stephen Bearden and Jay Handcock
of Winston Holdings
Ron Beechem
Larry and Nancy Beckwith

Carmody
Carmody
Painting
Painting
Carmody
Painting
616-443-0406
616-443-0406
carmodypainting.com

Carmody
Painting

carmodypainting.com

Carmody
Painting

Interior & Exterior
Residential & Commercial
Fully Insured
carmodypainting.com
carmodypainting.com
EPA Lead Certified
Quality Craftsmanship at Competitive Rates
carmodypainting.com

Carmody
Painting

616-443-0406

carmodypainting.com
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Andrew Bledsoe
Emily Brink
Rebecca Buck-Wetzel
Don and Mindy Bryant
Rick and Sue Bylsma
Rick and Bobbie Calkins
Mike Cary and Margaret Loughrin
Isabelle Cata
John Calvetti
Eve Clayton
Ed Clifford and Leslie VanBecker
Tom Clinton
John and Sylvia Cooper
Kay Courtney
Julianne Davis
Evan and Janna Dawdy
Julianne Day
Dave and Sue DeJonge
Margaret Dietrich Steve DeKoster
Kim DeStigter and Patricia Gardner
Dan DeWitt and Lisa DeFerrari
James and Marian DeVries
Carol Dodge
Family Promise of Grand Rapids
Jon Feimauer, DDS of Stonecastle
Dentistry
Julianne Day
Maureen Fahey-Dreyer
The Fountain Hill Center
Mary, Julia and Edith Freyer
Margaret Gage
Geoff and Susan Gillis
Jim and Eileen Gould
Khalid and Stefanie Goudeaux
Jay and Amelia Grayson
Green Castle Recovery Center
Tom and Janel Guikema
Coleen Hamman
Dave and Cathy Hathaway
Marilyn Heiss
Jack and Susan Hessler
Korry and Doug Hoeksema
Jack Hoffman and Rebecca SmithHoffman
Carl Johnson
Mary Johnson
Judy Jorgenson
Scott Kammeraad and Deb Cloney
Sue Karsen
Liz Klinzing
Lawrence and Roberta Kok
Tammy Koop
Diann Landers and Doug Dok
John and Patricia LaGrand
Dean Lantinga
John Leegwater of Midtown
Craftsmen

without you!
Dennis and Margaret Lieber
Jack Lensink
Lindquist Family
Tom Logan
John and Susie Logie
Chris and Laura Martin
Masonic Temple Association
Chris and Laura Martin
Chris and Roseann Masotti
Jennifer McDermott
Shannon McDevitt
John Miles
Laurent and Shari Morin
Gary and Faye Myers
Sander Niemeyer
Wayne and Jana Norlin
Phillip Ondersma
Jim Payne and Char Kruzich
Laurie Piersma
Donna Marie Post
Charles and Patricia Posthumus
Michelle Richter
Lisa Rios
Beverly Pertilla Roberts
Lynn Robinson
Mary Robinson and Tom Simmons
Milt and Barbara Rohwer
Brian and Andrea Russel of
Our House on the Hill
Mic and Erin Schupe
Don Smalligan and Mary Kenyon
Mary Lou Smith
Sweet House Foundation
Steve Szczytko
Shahin and Jeni Taheri
Jim and Pat Talen
Bridget DuPont-Tingley
Paul Trowbridge
Tom and Chris Truesdale
Mark Van Allsburg
Don and Ruth VanStee
John and Gwen Varineau
Richard Lee VanHouten
Andy and Ann Vidro
Gary and Janice Walker
Sandy Ward
Barbara Westrate
Ken and Sharon Wieringa
Steve Wilson
Jim Winter-Troutwine
Weldon Wooden
Gay Works and John O’Connor

The Heritage Hill Association publishes available apartments.
Please remember us when your apartment needs renters. Your dollars not only find
you tenants but also support the programs of the Heritage Hill Association! You can
list your apartment right at the website or stop by the HHA office. We welcome you!

HERITAGEHILLWEB.ORG
Heritage Hill Apartment Rental and Home Sales Listings All sizes and prices -- Spread the word!!!

STONECASTLE
STONECASTLE

DENTISTRY
DENTISTRY

455 Cherry Street, SE
455Cherry
CherryStreet,
Street,SE
SE
455
Grand Rapids, MI 49503
Grand
Rapids,
MI
49503
Grand Rapids, MI 49503
P 616.458.8593
616.458.8593
PP616.458.8593
F 616.458.0738
F616.458.0738
616.458.0738
Fwww.stonecastledentistry.com
www.stonecastledentistry.com
www.stonecastledentistry.com

Juli
FAGD
Juli
S.
Wemmer
DDS,
JonS.
C.Wemmer
FeinauerDDS,
DDSFAGD
Jon
Jon C.
C. Feinauer
Feinauer DDS
DDS

Ramiro Lambaria

DMD

T HE A R T IS IN T HE D E TA IL S
TTHHEE AARRTT I ISS I N
E TEAT IALISL S
I N T TH HE ED D

Thank you Dr. Wemmer for 40 years
of beautiful smiles!

Daniel VanderHyde
Owner
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N eighborhood
Don’t fall for it – It’s a scam! We’ve
seen a few new clever fraud schemes
going on around the neighborhood
and we want everyone to be aware
and avoid falling prey!

Potpourri

Seniors & Voting – Senior citizens
have been increasingly targeted by
mailers going out asking for monetary
donations to the “The Seniors Center”.
The scam looks similar to an absentee

Welcome to First
Church in the heart of

the city — a progressive
Christian community of
faith that embraces all.
We are committed to
faith development that
leads to engagement in
acts of justice, mercy,
and service.

We look forward to connecting with you!
Sunday Worship: 8:15 and 10:45 am
Summer Sunday Worship: 10:00 am

(Memorial Day Weekend through Labor Day Weekend)

First United Methodist Church
227 Fulton St E

Grand Rapids

www.GrandRapidsFUMC.org

by Amanda Cormier

ballot. You should never have to send
money to vote absentee.
Puppies – fake ads online selling
bulldog puppies and then when
the buyer is given a fake address in
Heritage Hill to pick up the puppy,
suddenly the ad disappears and the
buyer has lost $2,000 with no puppy
to bring home. Report to the GRPD
non-emergency number ASAP 616456-3400

Fake apartment listings – asking
potential renters to wire money
through Western Union to secure an
apartment. Heritage Hill does not
use apartments.com. We only use our
website to advertise available rentals.

Is your home safe? Suspicious
persons have been seen lurking and
even attempting to enter residences
and vehicles on the SE side. Think
about how much of a target your
home is. Are all of your entry doors
and porches lit up at night? Do you
have dead-bolt locks? Burglars are
less likely to approach a structure if it
is brightly lit nearby. Don’t forget, we
offer FREE home security surveys to

Historic Building Restoration
Residential & Institutional
616-454-9337
www.grandriverbuilders.com
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all renters, homeowners and business
owners! Call Amanda at 459-8950 to
schedule yours.
Save-The-Date for the Pleasant
Park Cleanup Please keep Saturday
morning April 13 (9am) open for
our annual Pleasant Park Cleanup day. I’m collaborating with our
South Hill neighbors to bring you a
community lunch afterwards using
the Neighborhood Match Fund from
the City of Grand Rapids. You won’t
want to miss it! Until then, please
send good vibes into the universe for
lots of sunshine and warm weather.
Inclement weather date will be
Saturday April 20.

Residential Permit Parking Thank
you for everyone who e-mailed
in response to my e-alert about
the RPP program. The City of GR
will be conducting a survey in the
next few months to see if there are
heavily-parked areas in the Hill
that qualify for permit parking.
Currently, fees are quite reasonable
at only $15 for six months. Visit for
more detailed information about
rates, zones and implementation:
https://www.grandrapidsmi.gov/
Directory/Programs-and-Initiatives/
Residential-Parking-Permit-RPPProgram

carbon monoxide and smoke alarms
for renters. However, The American
Red Cross is allowed to install up to
three (3) smoke alarms for renters.
Please keep in mind that landlords,
by decree in the city ordinance,
are required to have smoke alarms

installed PRIOR to the renter moving
in. There are circumstances where
this is not always done. In those cases,
renters can call American Red Cross
to establish a date and time to have
the devices installed. The Red Cross
name and number to contact is:
(Continued on page 16)

“The professionals at Heritage Hill Dental are dedicated to
performing high quality dentistry in a comfortable
environment. Utilizing the latest technology and attending
to detail, we provide the highest standard of patient care-the focal point of our practice.”
Matthew Lieto, DMD

www.heritagehill.dental
255 WASHINGTON SE •

SUITE 4

616.451.2336
• GRAND RAPIDS MICHIGAN

49503

Thank you good citizen! I just
wanted to say thank you to the
unnamed good citizen who went out
and spent his time scrubbing spraypainted profanities off of our historic
brick street near the corner of Logan
and Lafayette recently. I was working
with the city to have someone
come out and get it cleaned but this
neighbor beat the city to the job! It’s
neighbors like you that keep Heritage
Hill a great place to live.
Fire Safety Did you know the
average number of smoke alarms
you should have to adequately
protect your home is 6-8? The
GRFD Residential Safety Program is
designed to assist homeowners get
FREE smoke detectors installed in
their home. If your alarms are dated
or lacking, call 311 to schedule an
appointment.
This grant for the GRFD does not
provide funds for the installation of
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Neighborhood Potpourri
Julian Gonzalez - Disaster Cycle Services
1050 Fuller Ave NE
Grand Rapids, MI 49503
456.8661 x5400
Julian.gonzalez@redcross.org
Do you find my advice helpful? Did
you make changes like sign up for

(Continued from page 15)

a security survey, call to get smoke
detectors, start leaving your porch
light on, or meet your community
officer because of what you saw here?
Our funders want your feedback. Let
me know if you feel safer because
of our Crime Prevention program!
heritage@heritagehillweb.org

A 100 year old house, with a new garage door to match.

Board Notes
Discussion at the November, 2018
Heritage Hill Association Board
Meeting included:
Board member volunteer
expectations: Erin S. and the
Executive Committee members
briefly discussed expectations of
board members with the subject
stemming from Participation in Texas
Hold ‘Em. The suggestion was made
for each board member to put all
board events on their calendar at the
beginning of the year. The executive
Committee stated that they would
take up the subject again in the future
as so many members were absent.

Annual Meeting / 50th Anniversary
Celebration: Jan E. circulated the
sign-up sheet for duties and also
briefly discussed the Distinguished
Service Awards.

Proudly Serving Heritage Hill for 69 Years

Home Health Care
Homemaking Services
Registered Nurse Services
Safety Button
Medication Management

Mention this ad and receive 1 FREE hour of care!
Buy 2 hours of care, and get an additional hour FREE!

CALL TODAY - 616.454.8305
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500 Cherry Street SE, Grand Rapids
www.eldershelpers.com

Treasurers Report – Erin S. reported
that at three-quarters of the way
through the year, there were no
surprises.
Staff Reports: Written Reports were
submitted.
Jan E. reported that neighborhoods
were meeting the following day
with Planning Director Suzanne
Schulz concerning the particulars
of Housing Now. Some work has
been done at 523 Lyon St. NE. Jan
relayed that there had been inquires
concerning surveying work that
had been done at the former GRCC
track on Lyon St. Jan has not been
able yet to find out what the plans
are but reported that Spectrum
Health is in need of more space for
the Emergency Room and related
parking. Second Ward Commissioner
Joe Jones has been paving a path for
a meeting with Mary Free Bed CEO
Kent Riddle. HHA is hoping to open
a dialogue with Mary Free Bed and
also discuss the former McGraw Tire
property. Jan also noted an upcoming
meeting with neighborhoods and
the new City Manager, Mark
Washington.

Community Engagement:
Hospitality – Holiday Potluck: Jan. E.
provided an overview of the sequence
of events and that the Herald would
be out very soon advertising the
event, as well as on the website and

Facebook. She will also send out
the cover of the Herald via email
to Board members for posting. Jan
reminded members that there are
four candidates running for five
board positions; the vote will be by
acclamation. Lisa B. reported that the
committee did meet, that they will
solicit gift cards for a drawing, they
will get a 50th anniversary cake and
that everyone on the committee will
work at the event.

Land Use:
GRCC Addition / Expansion of the
Technology Center on Fountain
St. NE: Wayne N. reported on
the meeting held with GRCC, the
architects for the project and several
stakeholders including Wes B. and
his tenants. The architects provided a
slide show of the proposed addition.
Where the playground is now, a 25foot utility easement is proposed.
Stakeholders feel that this size of
easement is too big and that it may
damage the bank/hill and trees on
the Heritage Hill side of the property.
Wes. B. suggested going back to
the drawing board concerning that
part of the plan and that possibly
the proposed retaining wall could
be moved further to the west. The
existing trees do provide substantial
shade and screening. Jan E. suggested
putting an inquiry in to the Historic
Preservation Commission as GRCC
may not be allowed to change the
berm in an historic district. Wes also
pointed out that this is an important
entryway into Heritage Hill.
Fundraising and Finance:
Home Tour: Kate D. reported on
the houses committed for the 2019
Home Tour and that we could use
one more. Members discussed more
possibilities. Suzanne D. circulated
sign-ups for House Captains and
Guides.

Pledge Drive: Jan E. reported that the
drive is going very well and that the
largest single donation ever had been
received recently.
Texas Hold ‘Em: Erin S. thanked The
Roelofs for all of their years of work
with this fundraiser.
Garden Tour: Kate D. reported that
there will be a garden tour in 2019

Discussion at the December, 2018
Heritage Hill Association Board
Meeting included:

and that coordination with Ottawa
Hills could be an issue.

Executive Session: Members voted
unanimously to approve the draft
budget.

2019 HHA Board Welcome/ 2018
HHA Board Send-offs – New Board

Continued on page 18)

SUNDAYS

9:30am

•

11:00am

COME AS YOU ARE!

cornerstonemi.org

48 Lafayette Ave SE
Grand Rapids, MI 49503

Bylsma Painting Company
Excellence since 1972

Rick Bylsma has given presentations to Historic Societies, Old House Expo
events, and to the Michigan Historic Preservation Network.
Some of our projects:
Frank Lloyd Wright/Meyer May – Steelcase – Grand Rapids, MI
Frank Lloyd Wright Studio/Amberg home - Grand Rapids, MI
Gibson Restaurant/Mangiamo’s - Grand Rapids, MI
Voigt House – Grand Rapids Public Museum - Grand Rapids, MI
Senator William Alden Smith Estate – Grand Rapids, MI
Hackley and Hume Estate – Muskegon County Museum, MI
St. Marks Church – Grand Rapids, MI
First Methodist Church – Grand Rapids, MI
Westminster Presbyterian Church – Grand Rapids, MI
Reagan Marketing – Grand Rapids, MI
Wealthy Street Theater – Grand Rapids, MI
Graham Home – Lowell Museum, MI
Women’s City Club – Grand Rapids, MI

No one in Michigan has more experience, expertise, or volume
of projects in restoration painting.

616-308-8849

www.bylsmapainting.com
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Board Notes

(Cont’d from pg 15)

member Heather Hall was introduced
and outgoing Board member Todd
Hoort was thanked. It was noted that
there are 2 vacancies – one full 3-year
term and one 1-year term to fill. The
Board will appoint these positions in
2019.
2019 Officers Election – The slate
as presented was moved and
approved – Lisa Baars and Wes Beck
as co-Presidents: Sarah Green, Vice
President: Erin Shupe, Treasurer and
Suzanne DeHaan, Secretary. All were
thanked for their service.
Erin and Mic Shupe were thanked
for their hospitality in hosting the
holiday meeting.

If you would like an item placed on the
Board agenda, please call the HHA office
at 459-8950 before 4:00 p.m. of the second
WEDNESDAY of the month. If you would
like to address the Board regarding an
agenda item, public comment is taken at
the beginning of each meeting. For nonagenda items, public comment is taken
at the end of each meeting. Typically,
Board meetings run from 7:00 p.m. until
8:30 p.m.
If you would like to receive monthly
Board agendas via email, please
email us your request (heritage@
heritagehillweb.org)

Remember Heritage Hill
Property Owners:
There is a City Preservation Ordinance that
governs all exterior changes, repairs and/or
additions to Heritage Hill properties. Call the
Grand Rapids Historic Preservation Commission
at 456-3451 for information on approvals. You
can access the application form at the City’s
website, www.ci.grandrapids.mi.us at the Planning
Department section or at
the Heritage
Hill Association’s
www.heritagehillweb.
org. This ordinance
applies to all exterior
changes, repairs, and/or
additions to your home
and property. Items such
as doors and windows
including storms, yard
structures, driveway and
sidewalk approaches,
and fences do need HPC
approvals.
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The teachers are exceptional
educators and kind mentors,
the administration is engaged
and open to change, and
the attending community is
incredibly rich and dynamic.”
Christy Vos GRPS PARENT

CONGRESS ELEMENTARY

REASON #2

largest selection of school choices

neighborhood school GRADES PK-5

GRAND RAPIDS MONTESSORI
theme school GRADES PK-12

INNOVATION CENTRAL
theme school GRADES 9-12
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Heritage Hill Association
126 College SE
Grand Rapids, MI 49503

Neighborhood Improvement & Public Safety
organizing efforts of the Heritage Hill Association
are in part funded by the City of Grand Rapids'
Community Development Block Grant Programs.

DATES TO REMEMBER
All Heritage Hill Association Meetings
are open to neighbors.

Your neighbors …
your mail and delivery
carriers….
don’t bounce well.

SHOVEL
YOUR SNOW
AND ICE

Please keep your
sidewalks shoveled and
ice free.

Wednesday,
February 20, 2019
HHA Board Meeting – 7:00 pm.
Mercy Health Saint Mary’s
Hauenstein Center, H1
Community Room
Cherry Street, between Lafayette
and Jefferson Avenues

Wednesday,
March 20, 2019
HHA Board Meeting – 7:00 pm.
Mercy Health Saint Mary’s
Hauenstein Center, H1
Community Room
Cherry Street, between Lafayette
and Jefferson Avenues
Herald Deadline –
March/April issue
Monday, March 4th

Mail will not be
delivered to icy steps.

Heritage Hill Annual Weekend

Heritage Hill Annual Weekend
Yes Yes
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Tour
of Homes
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No matter who you
are or where you are
on life’s journey, you
are welcome here!

Annual Dates:

Worship with us
Sunday at 10:30am

Saturday and Sunday,
May 18th and 19th, 2019
2019 Heritage Hill Weekend
Tour of Homes
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Yard Sales
Saturday, June 1st, 2019

Located in the heart
of downtown, next to
Veterans Park and the
Public Library
An Open and
Affirming Congregation

First Park Congregational Church
United Church of Christ
10 East Park Place NE
Grand Rapids, MI 49503

616 - 459 - 3203
www.parkchurchgr.org

Restoration and repair services for your
Restoration
and repair services for
historic wood windows.
your historic wood windows.
(616)446-3503

Check us out on Facebook!
(616)446-3503

heritagewindowrestoration@gmail.com
Check
us out on Facebook!

heritagewindowrestoration@gmail.com

