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Celebrate with Santa and Heritage Hill Neighbors

50th Anniversary
Holiday Potluck & Celebration
Tuesday, December 4, 2018
6:00 to 9:00 pm

GRCC DeVos Campus – 435 E. Fulton

Enter the Welcome Center and turn to your left.
Please be aware there’s a parking fee to park in GRCC’s lot. If you are using this lot,
use the parking lot entrance on Fountain Street.

6:00pm- Holiday Potluck – Please bring a dish to pass.
7:00pm- Santa arrives
7:30pm- 50th Anniversary – Recognize our leaders, applause to
our founder, Barbara Roelofs, HHA 2019 Board elections
& 2018 Distinguished Service Awards.

Thanks to Grand Rapids Community College and Martha’s Vineyard
for supplying the hospitality & holiday cheer!
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The Heritage Hill Association
126 College S.E.
Grand Rapids, MI 49503
616-459-8950 Fax: 616-459-2409
Hours: 9 am - 5 pm, Mon. - Thurs.
Voicemail available for after-hours messages.
EMAIL: heritage@heritagehillweb.org
WEBSITE: www.heritagehillweb.org

Purpose:
The purpose of the Heritage Hill Association is to
provide neighbors a way of collectively building a
healthy, historically preserved community in which
people can live and work in a secure and stable
environment.
Office Staff:
Jan Earl, Executive Director
Amanda Cormier, Crime Prevention
Maria Zache Starkey, Administrative
Barb Lester, Office

The Heritage Hill Association Board of Directors
Co-Presidents
*Lisa Baars, 139 Prospect NE, (C) 616-540-9356
*Wesley Beck, 225 Fountain NE, (H) 456-5144
Vice President
Treasurer
**Erin Shupe, 427 Prospect Ave SE, (C) 633-8946
Secretary
**Suzanne DeHaan, 573 Prospect SE, (H) 742-0451

*Kate Diedrich, 536 Prospect SE, (H) 451-9211
*Wendy Verhage Falb, 350 Cherry SE, (c) 616-818-8873
*Michele Giordano, 444 Union Ave SE, 616-862-7068
*Sarah Green, 403 College SE, (C) 616-206-2089
Christopher Grygiel, 231 Paris Ave SE Apt 2,
(C) 616-634-7018
*Nikki Hoort, 500 Cherry SE, (C) 616-813-6026
**Todd Hoort, 135 Lafayette NE, (C) 813-6026
*Wayne Norlin, 558 Morris Ave SE, (C) 292-8263
*Nathan Slauer, 65 Union NE, (C) 616-304-5113
* 1st Term
** 2nd Term

The Heritage Hill Association Board of Directors meets
at 7 pm the third Wednesday of each month at the
Hauenstein Center - H1 Community Room at Mercy
Health Saint Mary’s. The meeting is open to the public.

Heritage Hill Association Contacts:
Finance:
Erin Shupe, (C) 633-8946
Newsletter:
Jan Earl, 459-8950
Preservation:
Rhonda Baker, (H) 456-3451
Traffic and Parking: Jan Earl, (W) 459-8950
Zoning:
Craig Nobbelin, 458-0471
Home Tour:
Suzanne De Haan, (H) 742-0451
Home Tour
Sponsorship:
Peter Albertini, 291-3758
Social Media:
Amanda Cormier, 459-8950
State Street:
Amanda Cormier, 459-8950
Block Issues:
Amanda Cormier, 459-8950

The Heritage Hill Association provides information and
encourages neighbor participation to keep Heritage
Hill safe and vital. This community organizing engages
neighbors to work on issues that arise. As an association
of neighbors, we have a strong voice but we have no
regulatory authority.

The GR Historic Preservation Commission regulates
the City’s Preservation Ordinance. Applications and
approvals are needed from this city department
before beginning any exterior work or repairs.
Contact 456-3451 or rbaker@grcity.org.
The Heritage Herald - Circulation 4,800
The Heritage Herald is published by the Heritage Hill
Association Board of Directors six times a year (bi-monthly).
The views and opinions expressed are not necessarily
those of the Board of Directors. We reserve the right to
edit. Address correspondence to The Heritage Herald, 126
College SE, Grand Rapids, MI 49503.
Typography & Printing: Storr Printing Services, Inc.

2

Unbelievably we are at the close of yet another year - and not just any year – it’s
the Heritage Hill Association’s 50th year. What an amazing run, amazing
progress, and what an amazing neighborhood that neighbors have saved and
made home. I am thankful to be a part of our community. I’m sure you are too.
It’s an amazing space we all share. It’s amazing because we work hard, share the
vision of community, and believe that we are caretakers of this special
neighborhood that we call home. Just like those before us, we will pass these
houses and place to those that follow us.
As we enter this season of peace and joy, let’s celebrate our place.

J
O
Y

Join Heritage Hill neighbors as we gather on
December 4th.
Open yourself to your friends, family and neighbors
throughout this upcoming winter season. Help out
wherever whenever the opportunity presents itself.
Your voice matters and working as a team makes
good things happen! We’ve proven that. Engage!

… and give thanks that we spent 50 years year working together to make our
neighborhood a great place to live, walk, play, work in and visit.
Jan Earl

PRIMARY CARE
YOU CAN BE CLOSE TO.
Three convenient locations right in your back yard:
• Family Medicine
300 Lafayette Avenue SE, Suite 4200, 616.685.6921
• Family Medicine Residency Center
300 Lafayette Avenue SE, Suite 4000, 616.685.6922
• Internal Medicine & Residency Center
300 Lafayette Avenue SE, Suite 3000, 616.685.6919

Learn more at MercyHealthPhysicianPartners.com

It’s a celebration – 50th Anniversary of the Heritage Hill Association
Tuesday December 4th – 6 to 9 pm.
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(Continued on page 4)
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50th Anniversary
Celebration

(Continued from page 3)

residential community. Living in
the Hill makes me feel like I’m part
of something special and I admire
how close-knit of a neighborhood it
is. In addition, I have served on the
Board of Directors for the past three
years, had my house on Home Tour
and been a Home Tour house captain.
It’s amazing to me still just how well
acquainted residents are with one
another; how much they know and
care about each other, and how they
become so much more than just
“neighbors”.
I love being part Heritage Hill and
I’d love to continue to serve this
community as a part of the Board of
Directors.
Heather Hall
225 Fountain St. NE, Apt. E

I first fell in love with Heritage Hill 30
years ago when I moved to the area to
attend Kendall. At first glance walking
up and down that hill was quite
daunting, however it was something
I grew to love. My eyes were drawn
to the amazing architecture of every
home and building that I passed. As
an artist, this was something that
didn’t just bring a smile to my face,
but inspired me and got my own
creative juices flowing for school
projects.

As life progresses my path lead me
elsewhere and I finally landed outside
Boston, Massachusetts raising my
children. It was there I felt sense
of community. It was there that I
learned that community matters. It
was there that I learned that in order
to make a difference a person needs
to get involved and be a part of that
community.
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Grand Rapids is my home now, more
specifically Heritage Hill. April of
2017 my path led me to 225 Fountain
Street and it forever changed.
Living on “The Hill” and working at
Spectrum Health / Priority Health,
well, a bit of a utopia set up. I would
like to become a bit more rooted in
the community and would be thrilled
and honored to join the Association
board.
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and working for this neighborhood.
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afety: Our e-alerts deliver pressing issues to your Inbox and provide information to keep you safe
active and
in neighborhood
developments.
active in neighborhood
developments.

Your Heritage Hill Association will not continue to be here without your help.
Your Heritage Hill Association will not continue to be here without your help.

For the continuation of the Heritage Hill Association, I pledge:
For the continuation of the Heritage Hill Association, I pledge:
___ $25 ___ $35
___ $50
___ $75
___ $100 ___ $250
__$500 ___ Other $ ______
___ $25 ___ $35
___ $50
___ $75
___ $100 ___ $250
__$500 ___ Other $ ______
Name ___________________________________________________________________________________
Name
_____________________________________________________________________________
Address_______________________________________________________________________________________
Address
_____________________________________________________________________________
Phone ________________________ Email _______________________________________________
Phone
________________________ Email _______________________________________________
Please return this coupon and check to: HHA, 126 College SE, Grand Rapids, MI 49503 or pledge online: www.heritagehillweb.org
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Ho, Ho, Ho-Thank You to our generous Contributors!
Jon and Leslie Anderson
Paul Asselin and Jack Sytsma
Association for the Blind and
Visually Impaired
Sarah Baker
Mitch and Kerry Baldwin
Wesley Beck
Stacie Behler and Tony Baker
Lingg Brewer and Gideon Brewer
John Buckley
Chad Buczkowski
Meredith Busman
Dan Cary
Central Reformed Church
Fred and Judy Clowney
E. Jane Connell
Bob and Julie Connors
Bob and Ann Cooper
Nancy Coulter
Kay Courtney
Dan and Kate Diedrich
Suzanne De Haan
Dave and Sue DeJonge
Sean and Mary Dougherty
Bruce and Suki Drotleff
Jerry Dreyer
Mark Dykstra
Suzan and Michael Fant
Themis and Linda Fotieo
Karen Garibaldi and Julie Wolfert
Clarice Geels
Chuck Goldsmith in memory of
Kevin Machiela
Jay and Amelia Grayson
Chris Hammontree
Jennifer Hankinson
Marilyn Heiss
Heritage Hill Dental

Historic
Preservation Tax
Credit
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We are asking Governor Snyder to
restore the historic preservation tax
credit and we need your help! This is
a vital economic tool for developers
and homeowners alike, making
historic preservation more attainable
today and preserving our cultural
heritage for future generations. Email
the governor at governorsoffice@
michigan.gov, call him at 517.3357858 or send a letter to Governor
Rick Snyder, P. O. Box 30013, Lansing,
MI 48909.
If you’re unsure what to write, go
to Mllmpact.com or MHPN.org for
sample letters to create your own!

Ron and Pat Hoekman
James Honeycutt of Heritage
Properties
Susan Jackson
Tom Koetsier and Clare Wade
Kristi Krass
John and Patty LaGrand
Virginia LaGrand
Melody Langeland
Ray and Beth Lantinga
Bob and Thea Leunk
Kevin Little
Leo Makinen
Myron and Willa Mast
Schoolmeester Family
Lesley Mayer
Mic and Erin Shupe
Mary McCarthy-Fuler
Mike and Heather Slater
J. Kevin and Cynthia McCurren
Ho, Ho,
Ho-Thank
to our generous Cont
Shahin
and Jeni You
Taheri
Michelle Mott
Chris and Sue Tallarico
Eleanor Nowack
Jon and
Leslie
Anderson
Ben
Tamminga
Ben and Allison O’Connor
Paul Asselin
and
Jack Sytsma
Masonic
Temple
O’Connor’s Home Brew Supply
Tom and
Truesdale
Jim Payne and Char Kruzich
Association
forChris
the Blind
and Visually Impaired
Cheryl and John Tully
Ellen Pool
Sarah Baker
Michael
andBaldwin
Renee’ Vought
Pregnancy Resource Center
Mitch and
Kerry
Sandy Ward
Arleen Quarfoot
WesleyMichael
Beck Wassenaar
Gary Mitchell and Mary Beth Quillin
Stacie
Behler
andHouse
Tony Apartments
Baker
The Waters
Don, Janette and John Rietema
Lingg Brewer
Richard and
WinnGideon Brewer
Ken Schmidt and Bill Russell
Winter-Troutwine Associates
George Seamon
John Buckley
Steve Yared
Joe and Molly Schierbeek
Chad Buczkowski

Meredith Busman
Dan Cary
CentralLooking
Reformedfor
Church
that
Fred and
Judy
Clowney
holiday gift?
E. Jane Connell
Bob and Julie Connors
Old house lovers, walkers,
Bob and Ann Cooper
family, friends and house
Nancy Coulter
guests … should have this.
Kay Courtney
Dan and Kate Diedrich
Walking
Suzanne
De Haan Tours of
Dave and
Sue DeJonge
Heritage
Hill
Sean and
Mary
Dougherty
by Tom Logan.
Bruce and Suki Drotleff
Jerry Dreyer
Available at HHA
Mark Dykstra
office for $12.00.
Suzan and Michael Fant
Themis and Linda Fotieo
Karen Garibaldi and Julie Wolfert
Clarice Geels
The Heritage Hill Association publishes
available apartments.
Chuck
Goldsmith
in memory
Kevin
Please remember us when your apartment needs renters. Your
dollars notof
only
find Machiela
you tenants but also support the programs of the Heritage Hill Association! You can
list your apartment right at the website or stop by the HHA office. We welcome you!

Check it outat

HERITAGEHILLWEB.ORG

Heritage Hill Apartment Rental and Home Sales Listings All sizes and prices -- Spread the word!!!

Welcome Amanda Cormier, HHA’s Community Organizer

Tansy has said her heartfelt goodbye
and she will be missed around here,
but I am ready to say hello! It’s hard
to believe it was over thirty years ago
that I was a kindergartener walking
from my home on Crescent Street to
attend school at Fountain Elementary
School. If I had some change in my
pocket, I would stop at Martha’s
Vineyard for a candy bar which was
conveniently right on my way home.

Just prior to fourth grade, I moved to
a rural community where I finished
school but always considered the city
of Grand Rapids my one true home
and couldn’t wait to come back here.
The number one sound I missed
after leaving the city was the distant
rumble of the train. I still find it
comforting!
Several years ago, I moved back to
Heritage Hill and lived across from
Peaches Bed & Breakfast on Gay
Avenue. As newlyweds, our first home
together was in the carriage house
located behind the main house. I
loved having a garden in the backyard
and marveled about how such a
beautiful and quiet place could exist
right in the heart of the city.
We’ve lived on the northeast side of
the city now for the past few years.
My full-time job is a mother to two
young and energetic boys and two
large dogs. I started volunteering
with my neighborhood association,
North East Citizen Action in 2014
and it was through that organization

that I realized how important and
impactful resident voices are. It led
me to meeting Tansy and being in
awe of her work. She will tell you
how quickly I applied for her position
when I found out she was leaving! I
attended the GRPD Citizen’s Police
Academy in 2016 and am currently
attending Kent County’s version of
the program. These learning sessions
offered me critical insight how these
agencies operate in the communities
they are serving.
After a sixteen-year career in the
commercial insurance industry, I
was ready for a career change and
ready to serve at the community level.
With my love of history, community
organizing, and this neighborhood,
I can’t think of a more fitting role at
this point in my life. I am in the office
Mondays, Tuesdays and Wednesdays
from 9am-5pm. I hope you won’t be
shy and will call, e-mail, or stop in the
office so I can get to know you!

GRPS.ORG/ENROLLTODAY

The teachers are exceptional
educators and kind mentors,
the administration is engaged
and open to change, and
the attending community is
incredibly rich and dynamic.”
Christy Vos GRPS PARENT

CONGRESS ELEMENTARY

REASON #2

largest selection of school choices

neighborhood school GRADES PK-5

GRAND RAPIDS MONTESSORI
theme school GRADES PK-12

INNOVATION CENTRAL
theme school GRADES 9-12
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N eighborhood
SafeMeds
The SafeMeds program (formerly
West Michigan Take Back Meds
Program) is a joint effort between
local pharmacies, law enforcement,
City of Grand Rapids Water Resource

Recovery Facility, City of Wyoming
Clean Water Plant and government
agencies to provide residents with
safe, convenient access to proper
medicine disposal. SafeMeds includes
many local pharmacies and law

STONECASTLE
STONECASTLE

DENTISTRY
DENTISTRY

455 Cherry Street, SE
455Cherry
CherryStreet,
Street,SE
SE
455
Grand Rapids, MI 49503
GrandRapids,
Rapids,MI
MI49503
49503
Grand
P 616.458.8593
616.458.8593
PP616.458.8593
F 616.458.0738
F
616.458.0738
Fwww.stonecastledentistry.com
616.458.0738
www.stonecastledentistry.com
www.stonecastledentistry.com

Juli
FAGD
Juli
S.
Wemmer
DDS,
JonS.
C.Wemmer
FeinauerDDS,
DDSFAGD
Jon
Jon C.
C. Feinauer
Feinauer DDS
DDS

Ramiro Lambaria

DMD

T HE A R T IS IN T HE D E TA IL S
TTHHEE AARRTT I ISS I N
E TEAT IALISL S
I N T TH HE ED D

Thank you Dr. Wemmer for 40 years
of beautiful smiles!

Potpourri
enforcement agencies accepting your
unwanted medications.
Disposing of your medicines at one
of these locations will ensure that
your medicines will not be stolen
from the garbage, will not enter our
environment and eliminates the
potential for abuse and overdoses at
home.
Unused medication should never
be thrown away or flushed down
the toilet!
The Kent County Sheriff’s Office
is participating in the SafeMeds
program which is working to keep
contamination out of Michigan’s
waterways.

Unused medications can be dropped
off at the Kent County Sheriff Office:
701 Ball Ave NE
Grand Rapids, MI 49503
Monday - Friday, 8:00am - 4:30pm
(616) 632-6200
This is for the dogs!

Even the most well-trained dogs can
have natural instincts to run or chase
what they may perceive as a threat.
Recently, I have even witnessed highly
obedient police dogs choose not to
listen, after given the command to
stop. This is why it is important in a
city setting to keep all dogs on a leash
when outside. City ordinances require
all dogs to be leashed and running at
large is prohibited.
Anyone who owns or has custody
of a dog shall prevent the dog from
engaging in nuisance, aggressive or
dangerous behavior.
(Ord. No. 2003-06)
At any time the dog is off that
person’s property, restrain the dog
with a lead or leash no greater than
six (6) feet in length.

Daniel VanderHyde
Owner
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The ASPCA recognizes this sequence
of increasingly intense behaviors:
•
•
•

Becoming very still and rigid
Guttural bark that sounds
threatening

Lunging forward or charging at
the person with no contact

by Amanda Cormier

•
•
•
•

Growling

Showing teeth

Snarl (a combination of
growling and showing teeth)
Snapping or biting

And if leashes just aren’t your thing,
there are two dog parks within the
city that have off-leash areas available
for our beloved pets to play freely and
make other dog-friends!
Covell Dog Park: 501 Covell Ave
NW, Grand Rapids, MI, US, 49504
Hillcrest Dog Park: 1309 Lyon St
NE, Grand Rapids, MI, US, 49503
Notice: Pleasant Park is not on this
list. Dogs should be kept on leashes
while enjoying the beauty of this
neighborhood park.
Keep your presence near your
presents!

It’s the time of year where it may
be time for some of us to do a bit
more shopping than usual. If you
are an online shopper, remember to
keep your items safe from freezing
temperatures and theft. Leaving
packages on your front doorstep
while you are away may invite
Grinches looking to take your loot.
If you are away from home during
the day, consider having packages
delivered to your work location.
Odd/Even parking ordinance in
effect

It is that time of year again. Odd/even
parking has started as of November
1 and will continue until April 1.
Observing this ordinance will not only
keep the city streets clear this winter,
but the good news is that it will also
save you at least $20 in fines!
Tom The Turkey

I had the pleasure of meeting Tom in
mid-October on my way to my first
Heritage Hill board meeting. I tried
to get through the intersection of
Madison & Logan, but Tom fiercely
protected his area from me. He was
not about to let me through, he even

(Continued on page 10)

Specializing in both Residential &
Commercial Remodeling since 1985

616.874.6110 | morrisbuildersinc.com
143 Courtland | Rockford, MI 49341
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A Call for Volunteer Readers

The GR
seeking
Volunte
children
vital an
would b
please c

A Call for Volunteer Readers
The GR Montessori school (corner
of Lyon & College Ave NE) is seeking
volunteer readers for pre-K through
kindergarten age. Volunteers visit
during the school day and read oneon-one to children in the classroom.
This formative reading experience

Restoration and repair services for your

Restoration
and
repair
historic
wood
windows.services for
your historic wood windows.
(616)446-3503

Check us out on Facebook!

(616)446-3503

heritagewindowrestoration@gmail.com

Check us out on Facebook!
heritagewindowrestoration@gmail.com

Neighborhood
Potpourri
(Continued from page 9)

decided he’d rather take the chance
of being run over than let me through.
I was saddened to hear we cannot
re-locate Tom somewhere safer for
him. But I understand he is protected
and he appreciates city living as
much as I do so I’m going to do what
I can to keep him well. It’s exciting to
hear that all I have to do next time is
get out of my vehicle, flap my arms
and pretend to be a bigger turkey to
intimidate him. That should be fun!
Looking forward to seeing you again,
Tom. Hope you have a safe and Happy
Thanksgiving!

is vital and there are not enough
teachers to fill this need. If anyone
would be interested in hearing
more details or volunteering, please
contact Jill McCann directly
mccannj@grps.org.

Welcome to First
Church in the heart of

the city — a progressive
Christian community of
faith that embraces all.
We are committed to
faith development that
leads to engagement in
acts of justice, mercy,
and service.

We look forward to connecting with you!
Sunday Worship: 8:15 and 10:45 am
Summer Sunday Worship: 10:00 am

(Memorial Day Weekend through Labor Day Weekend)

First United Methodist Church
227 Fulton St E

www.GrandRapidsFUMC.org

rkelly@grcity.us 616.238.9370

www.kellyforgr.com

COMMISSIONER RUTH

Neighbor.
Commissioner.
Friend.
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Grand Rapids

Introducing the Downtown Neighbor Network
- Annamarie Buller, Resident Engagement Manager, Downtown Grand Rapids, Inc.
Downtown Grand Rapids has a new
neighbor affinity group, the Downtown
Neighbor Network, bordering Heritage
Hill. The GR Forward Downtown
and River Activation Plan prioritized
the goal to create a downtown
neighborhood that is home to a
diverse population. Downtown has

experienced significant resident
growth over the past several years.
Downtown Grand Rapids, Inc.
(DGRI) looks to support initiatives
that improve downtown living for
existing residents and attract new
downtown residents in order to foster
civic engagement and strengthen

A 100 year old house, with a new garage door to match.

Proudly Serving Heritage Hill for 69 Years

Home Health Care
Homemaking Services
Registered Nurse Services
Safety Button
Medication Management

Mention this ad and receive 1 FREE hour of care!
Buy 2 hours of care, and get an additional hour FREE!

CALL TODAY - 616.454.8305
500 Cherry Street SE, Grand Rapids
www.eldershelpers.com

community ties downtown. Starting
in 2015, DGRI worked to engage
downtown residents through events,
personal contacts and extensive
surveying as well as meeting with
existing neighborhood associations
to share expertise, including
Heritage Hill. In early 2018, an adhoc Downtown Resident Steering
Committee was formed to explore the
creation of a stand-alone organization
that would represent downtown
neighbors.

The Downtown Resident Steering
Committee was constituted to
represent various viewpoints and
perspectives on the unique challenges
and opportunities of living in or near
downtown Grand Rapids. The group
began with an extensive “data dive”
to better understand who was living
in downtown, what groups currently
(or potentially) exist in and near
downtown, what concerns residents
have, how downtown is changing, and
what type of organization might be
the best fit to represent the unique
voice of downtown living. After a
nearly-year-long process that included
many collaborative efforts with
nearby neighborhood associations,
the steering committee changed the
group’s name to Downtown Neighbor
Network (DNN) to be more inclusive
and reflective of the relationships in
play.
A main objective of the Downtown
Neighbor Network will be to work
collaboratively with all adjacent
neighborhood associations on
projects, events, information sharing,
etc. when interests coincide. The DNN
Steering Committee intends to seat
a leadership committee in January
2019 that will serve as an advisory
committee to DGRI for at least two
years.

Interested in joining the Downtown
Neighbor Network? Learn more about
the group by visiting our website
project page: http://downtowngr.org/
our-work/projects/drn or contact
Annamarie Buller, Stakeholder
Engagement Specialist at Downtown
Grand Rapids Inc. directly by phone:
616-240-4752 or by email: abuller@
downtowngr.org
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Board Notes
Discussion at the September, 2018
Heritage Hill Association Board
Meeting included:
Voters Not Politicians: Emily Helder
presented an overview of non-

partisan Proposal 2 that will be on the
November 6 ballot. Proposal 2 would
end gerrymandering in Michigan,
taking the process of drawing
district lines in the state away from
the politicians. Garfield Park and

Bylsma Painting Company
Excellence since 1972

Rick Bylsma has given presentations to Historic Societies, Old House Expo
events, and to the Michigan Historic Preservation Network.
Some of our projects:
Frank Lloyd Wright/Meyer May – Steelcase – Grand Rapids, MI
Frank Lloyd Wright Studio/Amberg home - Grand Rapids, MI
Gibson Restaurant/Mangiamo’s - Grand Rapids, MI
Voigt House – Grand Rapids Public Museum - Grand Rapids, MI
Senator William Alden Smith Estate – Grand Rapids, MI
Hackley and Hume Estate – Muskegon County Museum, MI
St. Marks Church – Grand Rapids, MI
First Methodist Church – Grand Rapids, MI
Westminster Presbyterian Church – Grand Rapids, MI
Reagan Marketing – Grand Rapids, MI
Wealthy Street Theater – Grand Rapids, MI
Graham Home – Lowell Museum, MI
Women’s City Club – Grand Rapids, MI

No one in Michigan has more experience, expertise, or volume
of projects in restoration painting.

616-308-8849

www.bylsmapainting.com

12

Easthills neighborhood associations
have endorsed the proposal. Board
members voted unanimously to also
endorse the non-partisan proposal
and will share the information via the
Herald, website and Facebook page.
Crime Prevention Organizer Hire:
Jan E. provided an overview and
background of candidate Amanda
Cormier and needs of this position
which will include many hours of
training with the police department.
Amanda will have 3 weeks working
with Tansy before Tansy finishes
her tenure at the end of October.
The board voted unanimously
to approve the motion from the
Executive Committee to hire Amanda
Cormier as the new Crime Prevention
Organizer. Congratulations to
Amanda.
November Board Meeting: The
Board voted unanimously to accept
the Executive Committee’s motion to
move the November board meeting to
the 14th due to the third Wednesday
of the month falling on the day before
Thanksgiving.
Staff Reports: Written Reports were
submitted. Jan provided updates
for 2 land use issues at 523 Lyon
St. NE and 141 Wealthy St. SE.
The owners of 523 Lyon go before
the Board of Zoning appeals on
9/20/18 and before the Planning
Commission on 9/27/2018 to
request several variances required
for the use of 6 commercial uses and
6 residential units. The association
has received approximately 20
letters of opposition, mostly strong
opposition due to the parking issues.
141 Wealthy St. SE: Heritage Hill
and several neighbors sent letters
of opposition to the Planning
Commission concerning Mary Free
Bed’s request to demolish the former
McGraw tire for a surface parking
lot. The Planning Commission
unanimously denied demolition;
perhaps HHA could use this issue to
further a better working relationship
with Mary Free Bed going forward.
Jan also mentioned the ribbon cutting
event at 50 College SE, the new
Heritage Place, stating that Orion
Construction has been great to work

with, that Wayne N. did a great job
speaking, the building is beautiful
and that the carriage houses are
darling now, receiving that care and
maintenance necessary. Possibly the
building could be open for Home
Tour 2019.
Tansy H. noted that the Hillmount
Condominiums had a community
meeting scheduled in the next
week to address a few crime issues
and that Community Officer Craig
Glowney would attend. There has
been a weird string of car B&Es in
the neighborhood, sometimes with
smashed windows and in a variety of
parking situations. The Third Ward
neighborhood associations will be
meeting with new City Commissioner
Nathaniel Moody to bring him up to
speed concerning the Housing Now
issues. All wards are disappointed
with the latest engagement process
because this process does not seem
to be well suited to complicated
zoning issues. Neighborhoods plan to
meet with Planning Director Suzanne
Schulz to dissect the proposals (to
determine what could be approved
now and what should be a part of
the update of the Master Planning
process).
Community Engagement:
Hospitality – Holiday Potluck: Jan
noted that there will be a Powerpoint
presentation of the “50 Greatest
Hits” and that past Presidents will
be invited and recognized. The
committee will meet for further
planning. Discussion included the
possibility of using the Great Hall of
the Museum School for a future event.
Land Use: Wes B. noted that a
meeting is in the works with GRCC
to discuss expansion plans (for the
Applied Technology Center) with
neighbors. Jan E. also mentioned
that GRCC would like to set up a
meeting about the Lettinga and Mabel
Ingle houses on the DeVos campus.
Wayne N. reported on the meeting
that he had attended for the Housing
Now with WMCAT and felt that it
was too big of a task for WMCAT to
handle though they did a good job of
managing the discussion and allowing
for many questions. Wayne expressed

disappointment that discussion
did not include identifying which
initiatives residents could accept.
Fundraising and Finance:
Home Tour: Suzanne D. and Kate
D. are actively recruiting houses for

2019 but not much progress so far on
finding houses for 2019
Pledge Drive: Jan E. noted that the
pledge letter will go out in October
and a plea will be in the Sept./Oct.

(Continued on page 14)

Carmody
Carmody
Painting
Painting
Carmody
Painting
616-443-0406
616-443-0406
carmodypainting.com

Carmody
Painting

carmodypainting.com

Carmody
Painting

Interior & Exterior
Residential & Commercial
Fully Insured
carmodypainting.com
carmodypainting.com
EPA Lead Certified
Quality Craftsmanship at Competitive Rates
carmodypainting.com

Carmody
Painting

616-443-0406

carmodypainting.com
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YOUR TREES DESERVE THE BEST OF
CARE ALL YEAR LONG

Board Notes

(Continued from page 13)

issue of the Herald.
Texas Hold ‘Em: The next events are
back-to-back: Oct. 29-31 & Nov. 9-11.
Maria Z.S. noted that Halloween will
be particularly difficult to staff.
Discussion at the October, 2018
Heritage Hill Association Board
Meeting included:

PRUNING • FERTILIZATION • PEST & DISEASE MANAGEMENT • REMOVAL 9/14/2009

CALL US AT (616) 245-9449 OR VISIT BARTLETT.COM

TidyHome
Home
offers and
very
affordable
and
Tidy
HelpersHelpers
offers very affordable
professional
home and
small
office cleaning
services
to those
in the
greater
Grand Rapids
area.
professional
home
and
small
office
cleaning
services
We use environmentally friendly Green Seal certified products so you,
to those
in and
theyour
greater
Grand
Rapids
area. We use
your
loved ones,
environment
are safe
in our hands.
environmentally-friendly Green Seal certified
“At Tidy Home Helpers we’ll keep
products soyour
you,
your
lovedgreat.”
ones, and your
home
looking
environment are safe in our hands.
Call 616-233-4832
to we’ll
schedule
“At Tidy
Home Helpers
keep your
a free assessment
home looking great.”
Or Visit Us Online:
Call 616-233-4832
to set up a free assessment
www.tidyhomehelpers.com
Or Visit Us Online: www.tidyhomehelpers.com

It’s not good because it’s old, it’s old because it’s good.

The team at Midtown Craftsmen takes pride in delivering solid craftsmanship
while incorporating the latest innovations to bring enjoyment, function, and
value to our customers homes and businesses.

616 . 24 5 . 5 970
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Downtown Neighbors Network –
Annamarie Buller, DGRI: Annamarie,
Manager for (Downtown) Resident
Experience, outlined the process
of creating a Resident Network of
downtown neighbors (that reflects
the significant growth in number of
downtown residents) and eventually
a Steering Committee who worked
over several months to create
the bones for an advisory group.
Annamarie noted that the boundaries
of the new “DNN” are somewhat fluid
and that if a resident feels that they
live downtown, they do. Annamarie
also stressed that a main goal of
the DNN is to collaborate on many
levels with all near neighborhood
associations.
Texas Hold ‘Em: Erin S. asked
members to sign up for a shift. If all
15 members plus 3 staff members
sign up, virtually all shifts would be
filled and that is an expectation for
board members.

Treasurers Report – Erin S. reported
that the pledge letter and the Herald
are producing results and that there
would also be a big push at the end of
the year.
Staff Reports: Written Reports
were submitted. Jan E. welcomed
Amanda Cormier to the HHA staff
and explained that she is in a 3-week
training period with Tansy and then
she will have training at the police
department after her background
check has been completed. After 10
months of meetings, 523 Lyon St. NE
has zoning: a total of 5 residential
units will be allowed and there is a
total waiver of parking requirements.
Parking does not seem to be a valid
argument anymore according to the
ZBA and Planning Commission. Jan
added to her report about Housing
Now that the initiatives are currently

being dissected to determine which
measures will be moved forward and
which will go back to Planning to be a
part of the Master Planning process.
WMCAT’s engagement results very
much mirrored the results from the
Neighborhood Association Coalition.

Tansy H. reported that the person
responsible for the rash of burglaries
in the neighborhood has been
arrested. Several members thanked
Tansy for her work in coordination
with GRPD. Tansy also noted that
there was a spike in crime during
ArtPrize that seems to be related
to the Community Officers being
pulled out of neighborhoods to
police ArtPrize. Tansy helped to
implement a speed sign on College SE
between Logan and Pleasant which
has become a bit of a drag strip. The
block captain on Union SE and other
neighbors have informed HHA that
the roundabout in that area is not a
speed deterrent. Possibly a stop sign
or 4-way flasher could be installed
at College and Logan; this is a tricky
problem to solve. There have been

no further reports of a flasher at
the Central Campus; the current
landscape designs near the school’s

western border and Lyon St. can
promote bad behavior.

(Continued on page 16)

You are invited to celebrate
The birth of our Lord and Savior

Family Christmas Eve
4:00 pm
____

Candlelight
11:00 pm
Connecting all people to God and to one another

www.CentralReformedChurch.org
Serving Grand Rapids, from the Heart of Heritage Hill with
Addie’s Pantry & Addie’s Diner
“…I was hungry and you gave me something to eat”.

Serving Grand Rapids, from the Heart of Heritage Hill with
Addie’s Pantry & Addie’s
Diner
Join
us

for Classic Worship
Every Sunday
“…I was hungry and you gave me something
to eat”. at 9:30 AM

Historic Building
Restoration
Corner of College & Fulton
Residential
Institutional
Join us for&Classic
WorshipHeritage Hill
Every Sunday at 9:30 AM
616-454-9337

www.grandriverbuilders.com
Corner of College & Fulton

Heritage Hill
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Board Notes

(Continued from page 15)

Community Engagement:
Hospitality – Holiday Potluck: The
committee is scheduled to meet next
week. Interest expressed in seeking
the food donations from restaurants.

Land Use:
Parks: Mooney Park: Kate D. reported

that the recent ribbon cutting was a
quick event as it was very cold but
that the city did a nice job on the
re-do of the concrete and lighting,
etc. Neighbors are now using the
park; the lights add a lot to the street.
Foster Park: Jan E. reported that
enhancements to this park is coming

up in 2019. She will be meeting with
the parks department soon.
Housing: Kate D. reported that
there is an illegal AirBnB being run
out of a house on Prospect SE. The
house is not owner-occupied. The
neighbors have been calling and feel
that it is not a good situation. Tansy H.
explained that enforcement actually
comes from the City Clerk’s office as
that is where the license is generated.
Administration: Institutional
Liaisons: Wes. B. is coordinating a
meeting with near neighbors and
Wayne N. concerning the planned
addition to GRCC.
Fundraising and Finance:

“The professionals at Heritage Hill Dental are dedicated to
performing high quality dentistry in a comfortable
environment. Utilizing the latest technology and attending
to detail, we provide the highest standard of patient care-the focal point of our practice.”
Matthew Lieto, DMD

www.heritagehill.dental
255 WASHINGTON SE •

SUITE 4

616.451.2336
• GRAND RAPIDS MICHIGAN

49503

Home Tour: Kate D. reported that
4 homes have committed for the
2019 tour and that one is from the
1969 tour which creates a full circle
in celebration of Home Tour’s 50th
anniversary. Heritage Place and
Fountain Street church are both
excited to be on Tour; the latter is
celebrating its 150th anniversary.

Pledge Drive: The residential letter is
out; membership and commercial are
soon to follow.

New Business: Wendy F. remarked
that Kameel’s new Middle Eastern
restaurant on Lyon St. NE is open, the
food is wonderful and they have many
vegetarian options. Lisa B. mentioned
that the new restaurant “The
Common” at the Oakwood is opening
soon and will serve comfort food.
If you would like an item placed on
the Board agenda, please call the HHA
office at 459-8950 before 4:00 p.m. of
the second WEDNESDAY of the month.
If you would like to address the Board
regarding an agenda item, public
comment is taken at the beginning of
each meeting. For non-agenda items,
public comment is taken at the end
of each meeting. Typically, Board
meetings run from 7:00 p.m. until
8:30 p.m.
If you would like to receive monthly
Board agendas via email, please
email us your request (heritage@
heritagehillweb.org)
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Goodbye Mike and
Paula!
Mike and Paula Raymond opened up
G.R.P.D. Pizza on State Street 15 years
ago when that block sorely needed
a business that would draw more
people and businesses to the area.
Mike says they have been humbled by
the support of local businesses and
local friends. “As our family has grown
we have brought in our grandchildren
to work in the business. However,
as the years have gone by our
children have gone on to do other
things. Not wanting to abandon the
neighborhood, we searched for a
family who could continue a pizza
legacy in the Hill.”

“The Provenzano family will be a
fantastic addition to Heritage Hill”
says Mike. “Joe, along with his wife
Maria, children Salvatore, Patricia,
and Priscilla,
assisted
by Jorge
Goodbye
Mike
and Paula!
Bradley,
their
chef,
will
take
our up G.R.P.D. Pizza on State Street 15 years ago when that block sorely
Mike and Paula Raymond
opened
legacy,
and
put
their
own
stamp
on more people and businesses to the area. Mike says they have been
needed a business that would draw
our specialty pizzas, adding their old
humbled by the support of local businesses and local friends. “As our family has grown we have brought
world Italian recipes to the mix.”
in our grandchildren to work in the business. However, as the years have gone by our children have
The Raymonds
werethings.
active Not
in wanting to abandon the neighborhood, we searched for a family who
gone
on to do other
neighborhood
issues
and
generously
could continue a pizza legacy in the Hill.”
supported
many offamily
our events.
“The Provenzano
will be aTheir
fantastic addition to Heritage Hill” says Mike. “Joe, along with his wife
impact
on
State
Street
is
Maria, children Salvatore,evident.
Patricia,Itand Priscilla, assisted by Jorge Bradley, their chef, will take our
is a safeand
andput
thriving
withstamp
many on
new
legacy,
their own
our specialty pizzas, adding their old world Italian recipes to the
neighbors living on the block.
mix.”
“Thank
you to everyone
in Heritage
The
Raymonds
were active
in neighborhood issues and generously supported many of our events. Their
Hill,
for
allowing
us
the
opportunity
impact on State Street is evident. It is a safe and thriving with many new neighbors living on the block.
to serveyou
you.toIteveryone
has beenin
our
“Thank
Heritage Hill, for allowing us the opportunity to serve you. It has been our
pleasure.”
Mike
Raymond,
pleasure.” Mike Raymond, Grand
Grand Rapids Pizza and Delivery
Rapids Pizza and Delivery
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Heritage Hill Association
126 College SE
Grand Rapids, MI 49503

Neighborhood Improvement & Public Safety
organizing efforts of the Heritage Hill Association
are in part funded by the City of Grand Rapids'
Community Development Block Grant Programs.

No matter who you
are or where you are
on life’s journey, you
are welcome here!

DATES TO REMEMBER

All Heritage Hill Association Meetings are open to neighbors.

Tuesday, December 4, 2018
Holiday Potluck and 50th Anniversary Celebration
6:00 p.m. – 9:00 p.m.
Santa comes; you should too!
Please bring a dish to pass; HHA will supply the rest
Celebrating our 50th Anniversary
GRCC DeVos Campus
Robert Sneden Academic Building Lecture Hall
435 East Fulton
Heritage Hill Association office closed from
December 23, 2018 through January 2, 2019
Happy Holidays to all!!!
Wednesday, January 16, 2019
HHA Board Meeting – 7:00 pm.
Mercy Health Saint Mary’s
Hauenstein Center, H1 Community Room
Cherry Street, between Lafayette and Jefferson Avenues

Wednesday, February 20, 2019
HHA Board Meeting – 7:00 pm.
Mercy Health Saint Mary’s
Hauenstein Center, H1 Community Room
Cherry Street, between Lafayette and Jefferson Avenues
Further Down the Road:
Saturday and Sunday, May 18th and 19th, 2019
2019 Heritage Hill Weekend Tour of Homes
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Worship with us
Sunday at 10:30am
Located in the heart
of downtown, next to
Veterans Park and the
Public Library
An Open and
Affirming Congregation

First Park Congregational Church
United Church of Christ
10 East Park Place NE
Grand Rapids, MI 49503

616 - 459 - 3203
www.parkchurchgr.org

Remember Heritage Hill
Property Owners:
There is a City Preservation Ordinance that
governs all exterior changes, repairs and/or
additions to Heritage Hill properties. Call the
Grand Rapids Historic Preservation Commission
at 456-3451 for information on approvals.
You can access the application form at the
City’s website, www.
ci.grand-rapids.mi.us at
the Planning Department
section or at the Heritage
Hill Association’s
www.heritagehillweb.
org. This ordinance
applies to all exterior
changes, repairs, and/or
additions to your home
and property. Items such
as doors and windows
including storms, yard
structures, driveway and
sidewalk approaches,
and fences do need HPC
approvals.

