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You’re Invited!

Heritage Hill and South Hill are Celebrating
National Night Out!
Bring a blanket or lawn chair and
a picnic if you like
Food will be available for
purchase from G.R. Pizza and
Delivery, Do Your Wurst sausage
cart & Log Cabin Baking Co.

Tuesday, August 1, 2017
6:00 to 8:00 p.m.
Pleasant Park
400 Pleasant SE

Ice cream and water; bubbles,
face painting and bounce house
will be there
Meet neighbors, City officials,
and the GRPD and GRFD!

The 2017 National Night Out is sponsored by A Pleasant Dog, Martha’s
Vineyard, Grand Rapids Public Schools and Cornerstone Church
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The Heritage Hill Association
126 College S.E.
Grand Rapids, MI 49503
616-459-8950 Fax: 616-459-2409
Hours: 9 am - 5 pm, Mon. - Thurs.
Voicemail available for after-hours messages.
EMAIL: heritage@heritagehillweb.org
WEBSITE: www.heritagehillweb.org

Purpose:
The purpose of the Heritage Hill Association is to
provide neighbors a way of collectively building a
healthy, historically preserved community in which
people can live and work in a secure and stable
environment.
Office Staff:
Jan Earl, Executive Director
Tansy Harris, Crime Prevention
Maria Zache Starke, Administrative
Barb Lester, Office

The Heritage Hill Association Board of Directors
President
**Jim Payne, 27 College NE, (H) 454-2367
Vice President
*Mark Hutchison, 38 Prospect Ave SE, (C) 214-7384
Treasurer
*Erin Shupe, 427 Prospect Ave SE, (C) 633-8946
Secretary
**Suzanne DeHaan, 573 Prospect SE, (H) 742-0451
**Peter Albertini, 540 Prospect SE, (C) 291-3758
*Lisa Baars, 139 Prospect NE, (C) 616-540-9356
*Wes Beck, 225 Fountain NE, (H) 456-5144
**Kate Diedrich, 536 Prospect SE, (H) 451-9211
*Teresa Dittmer, 200 Jefferson SE, (W) 685-1485
*Mary McCarthy-Fuller, 203 Morris Ave SE Apt 1,
(C) 616-773-9187
*Michele Giordano, 444 Union Ave SE, 862-7069
**Todd Hoort, 135 Lafayette NE, (C) 813-6026
* Ryan Huizenga, 433 Madison SE, (C) 634-2417
*Wayne Norlin, 558 Morris Ave SE, (C) 292-8263
**Charles Roelofs, 614 Sheldon SE, (C) 446-2730
* 1st Term
** 2nd Term

The Heritage Hill Association Board of Directors meets
at 7 pm the third Wednesday of each month at the
Hauenstein Center - H1 Community Room at Mercy
Health Saint Mary’s. The meeting is open to the public.

Heritage Hill Association Contacts:
Finance:
Erin Shupe, (C) 633-8946
Newsletter:
Jan Earl, 459-8950
Preservation:
Rhonda Baker, (H) 456-3451
Traffic and Parking: Jan Earl, (W) 459-8950
Zoning:
Craig Nobbelin, 458-0471
Home Tour:
Suzanne DeHaan, (H) 742-0451
Home Tour
Sponsorship:
Peter Albertini, 291-3758
Social Media:
Tansy Harris, 459-8950
State Street:
Tansy Harris, 459-8950
Block Issues:
Tansy Harris, 459-8950

The Heritage Hill Association provides information and
encourages neighbor participation to keep Heritage
Hill safe and vital. This community organizing engages
neighbors to work on issues that arise. As an association
of neighbors, we have a strong voice but we have no
regulatory authority.
The GR Historic Preservation Commission regulates
the City’s Preservation Ordinance. Applications and
approvals are needed from this city department
before beginning any exterior work or repairs.
Contact 456-3451 or rbaker@grcity.org.
The Heritage Herald - Circulation 4,800
The Heritage Herald is published by the Heritage Hill
Association Board of Directors six times a year (bi-monthly).
The views and opinions expressed are not necessarily
those of the Board of Directors. We reserve the right to
edit. Address correspondence to The Heritage Herald, 126
College SE, Grand Rapids, MI 49503.
Typography & Printing: Storr Printing Services, Inc.

2

Land use issues keep us hopping in
the neighborhood these days…. as you
well know with the frequent neighbors
meetings invites that have hit your email
inbox over the last two years. Obviously
Heritage Hill is in demand. Each land use
request is being guided by visions and
proactive plans that the neighborhood put
together, including plans specific to areas
and parcels of the neighborhood that
were ripe for redevelopment. The Master
Plan of Heritage Hill, the State Street
Corridor Area Improvement Plan and the
50 College SE report were each critical
to shaping targeted projects. Admittedly
not all of us are excited about every land
use request. Some land uses are allowed
without any approvals or oversight
because the zone allows the use. When
we do have a say, there are neighbors who
are concerned with and oppose change,
there are others who are not concerned,
and still others who encourage it.
Formulating neighborhood positions is
a balancing act of these varying neighbor
opinions and plans. Positions are also
measured by the respective Grand Rapids

zoning code criteria that is necessary to
validate a position. The plans that have
guided decisions are a consensus of our
community values. Living in a community
is all about sharing and shaping our
whole communal space for the future.
***
Big hugs go out to the Pleasant Park
tenders. The park is such a great
community space and this is the 2 nd
year now that a relatively small group
of neighbor volunteers have tended
our space. Huge thanks to the Park
tenders captain, Joshlyn Litzenberger
for leading this group. Stop and smell the
flowers … and while you’re there pull a
weed or two!
***
We can all appreciate our Pleasant Park
tenders work on National Night Out,
Tuesday, August 1. Come and join the fun.

Jan Earl
Executive Director

Weekend Tour of Homes
May 20 and 21, 2017

Applause, Applause!
The Heritage Hill Association’s 2017 Weekend Tour of Homes line-up was
amazing, the hosts, house captains, volunteers, and
steering committee members were all the best.
Thank you to all for your big part in making the Heritage Hill neighborhood
a great place to live, work, walk, and visit.
Unfortunately our crowds were not as big as we like them to be. Attendance was down
nearly 40%. A solace is that most community events this year are reporting similar
drops in attendance.
Please Thank and Support Your
2017 Heritage Hill Weekend Tour of Homes Sponsors
(These sponsors were not recognized in the May / June issue due to the timing of that issue.)

2017 TOUR SPONSORS:
Peter Albertini Realty Group
616.291-3758
petera@grar.com / www.peteralbertini.com
United Bank
900 East Paris Ave. SE
616.559-7000 / www.unitedbankofmichigan.com
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Heritage Hill Garden Tour- A Blooming Sucess!
A sudden, early morning downpour could not dampen the spirits of the many visitors who strolled through 15
uniquely lovely gardens on what turned out to be a perfect day for the Heritage Hill Garden Tour this year. We
are grateful to the devoted gardeners who all spent countless hours creating blooming works of art that they
were kind enough to share, giving back to the neighborhood in a most beautiful way. Many thanks go out to the
members of the HH Garden Club who volunteered to sell tickets, to the office staff for their advice and assistance,
to Jeff Martin for designing the tickets, to Art of theTable for refreshments and to the very generous sponsors, listed
below, who gave their financial support to the Garden Tour. What a wonderful, giving, “growing” neighborhood we
have! BLOOM ON!

THE 2017 HERITAGE HILL GARDEN TOUR IS SUPPORTED BY THESE
GENEROUS LOCAL SERVICES AND MERCHANTS.

HE

Professionals in the Art of Gardening

Sue Ann Jabin
Founder

THE

GARDENING
ANGEL
INC.

(
Lafa

616-957-0236
www.thegardeningangel.us

(616)454-8305

161 N. Blue Star Hwy. Douglas, MI 49406
Phone: (269) 857-2230
Email: info@jpettergalleries.com
Website: www.jpettergalleries.com
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HHA’s position on recent land use decisions
74 Lafayette Avenue NE
To the Grand Rapids Planning
Commission:
For the Heritage Hill Association and
its neighbors, this proposal has been
a somewhat contentious one among
Heritage Hill neighbors, with neighbors
supporting or opposing the application.
There is, however, agreement that
most would prefer that a home built
for single-family residential use stay
a single-family residential home. The
mission of maintaining the historic
fabric and value of the historic homes in
our district, as well as the neighborhood
residential quality, has continued for
decades.

In representing neighbors, the
Association has used a cautious
approach in taking positions, especially
when there is a clear split among
neighbors.
1.

The proposal is only partially
consistent with the neighborhood
policies of the Association’s
Master Plan of Heritage Hill. This

plan was recognized by the Grand
Rapids Planning Commission in
1988 “as a reference guide for
decisions which affect the future
of the neighborhood” and was
updated in 2005. One policy in
the plan encourages “the use of
existing structures for the purposes
for which they were built.” In this

(Continued on page 6)

Therefore, the Association cannot
support or oppose this special land use
application, but offers the comments
below for your consideration. This
position should not be construed as
encouragement of, or precedent setting
for, the use of residential homes for nonresidential purposes. Over the years,
our large and stately homes have been a
target for non-residential use, with many
past variances “grand-parented in” to
earlier non-residential uses.

Erek Kooy man
CONGRESS ELEMENTARY
PROUD PRINCIPAL

REASON #2
53 Public School Choices

www.GRPS.org/EnrollToday

SCHEDULE YOUR TOUR TODAY!

• Coit Creative Arts Academy (PK-5)
• Congress Elementary (PK-5)

• University Prep Academy (6-12)
• Grand Rapids Public Museum School (6-8)

.COM

• Grand Rapids Montessori (PK-12)
• Innovation Central High (9-12)
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HHA’s position

2.

3.

4.

5.

It’s not good because it’s old, it’s old because it’s good.
6.

The team at Midtown Craftsmen takes pride in delivering solid craftsmanship
while incorporating the latest innovations to bring enjoyment, function, and
value to our customers homes and businesses.

616 . 24 5 . 5 970
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(Cont’d from page 5)

case, a residential structure is being
proposed as a social service facility,
with limited residential use on the
second floor.
Unnecessary Hardship. The
proposed use is not consistent
with the LDR (Low Density
Residential) zone. When the house
was purchased by the applicants
from the GRCC Foundation, it was
purchased with no conditions on
the sale, assuming they could get a
variance to increase their presence
in the neighborhood. Without the
variance, the property then became
a hardship.

Not Self-Created. The need for
a variance is self-created by the
applicants, purchasing the property
without conditions that would
require a special land use approval
before the sale was finalized.

No Substantial Detriment. The
proposed use as a social service
facility may not alter the essential
character of the neighborhood
compared to its immediate past use
(GRCC Hospitality Center). However,
some neighbors are very concerned
by potential impact of expanded
use in the future, future expansion
of catering, “pure” residential
use of the house, parking, traffic,
the proximity to busy major
institutions, among other issues.
Some neighbors wrote letters or
may speak to their concerns at the
public hearing.

Cannot Be Reasonably Used. The
property could be used as permitted
in the zone. However, the applicant
cites the original purchase price, the
commercial kitchen and the elevator
that encompasses the entire garage
as impediments to the sale and use
as a single-family residence.
Conditions. If the Planning
Commission approves the variance,
the Association would recommend
conditions that would restrict the
use for this applicant and future
owners to those described in this
proposal. Therefore, the Association
recommends that the following
conditions, as a minimum, be
included:
a.

b.

The hours of operation will be
8:00 am – 5:30 pm, Monday
through Friday.
The counseling and other
onsite intervention services,
as described, (except
emergencies) will be limited
to 25/month.

c.
d.

Require the requisite number
of parking spots (residential
& commercial - 6?) to be
secured.
The use of the second
floor should be limited to
residential (non-rental for
family or guest speakers).

e.

f.

If catering is allowed,
specifically limit it to
supporting the Sanford House
and John Street properties
which are part of applicant’s
operation, i.e., no outside
catering.
Require vans for food and
other deliveries (not trucks)

SAVE THE DATE

Heritage Place Groundbreaking 50 College Ave. SE
Wednesday, August 30th, 2017
Details to Follow

g.

during normal operational
hours.
Prohibit large educational
offerings at the property.
(large gatherings could be
hosted at rented facilities)

547 Cherry SE – Oakwood Manor

To the Grand Rapids Zoning Appeals
Board:

The Heritage Hill Association Board
of Directors supports the proposed
variance request with conditions, for
the use of the west lower level and
added patio space for a restaurant
in the Oakwood Manor. In addition
to the applicant’s open house, the
Association has heard from neighbors,
both last year and this year regarding
neighbors’ concerns and perspectives.
The majority have expressed support,
but some neighbors have concerns. We
must stress that our support is based on
adding conditions.
(For full text of HHA’s response to GR
Zoning guidelines go to
www.heritagehillweb.org)
Proposed Conditions to Support
the Application: Both last year and
this spring, neighbors’ discussions

(Continued on page 8)

Historic Building Restoration
Residential & Institutional
616-454-9337
www.grandriverbuilders.com
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HHA’s position

(Cont’d from page 7)

identified several concerns about any
possible development. The Association
recommends that the Board of Zoning
Appeals adopt conditions if the
application is approved. These include
a.

Limit the capacity of a
restaurant to 99 people inside

b.

and 50 people on the patio on
the west side of the courtyard.

Require the applicant to limit
the hours of operation activity
to limit the disruption in this
residential area:
i.

Inside: 7:00 am to 11:00

ii.
c.

d.

e.

Rockfinch Realty is a full-service property management and real
estate brokerage. We work primarily with income properties, but
our experience can guide your next transaction whether you are
a first-time homebuyer or a seasoned investor.
Contact Rockfinch today for any of your real estate needs!

Chelsea Roelofs
chelsea@rockfinch.forsale
616.446.0041
233 Fulton St. E, #114C
Grand Rapids, MI 49503
www.rockfinch.forsale

f.
Chelsea is a third-generation Heritage Hill property owner.
Rockfinch Ad 4_75x4_25.indd 1

12/13/16 3:14 PM

g.

Carmody
Carmody
Painting
Painting
Carmody
Painting
616-443-0406
616-443-0406

h.

carmodypainting.com

Carmody
Painting

carmodypainting.com

Carmody
Painting

Interior & Exterior
Residential & Commercial
carmodypainting.com
Fully Insured
carmodypainting.com
EPA Lead Certified
Quality Craftsmanship at Competitive Rates

i.

carmodypainting.com

Carmody
Painting

616-443-0406

carmodypainting.com
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j.

pm, Sunday – Thursday;
7:00 am to 12:00 am
Friday and Saturday.

Outside: 7:00 am to 10:00
pm, every day, with last
call at 9:00 pm.

Prohibit acoustical or amplified
music on the patio, and allow
only limited acoustical music /
background music inside.
Require the applicant to
landscape the outdoor patio
area to absorb some noise and
catch trash that might blow off
the patio.

Require applicant to arrange
for the number of off-site
parking spots (as required
by the zoning code) with
nearby businesses to
accommodate patrons of the
Oakwood’s restaurant. After
5 p.m., these uses could offer
complementary valet parking
so that patrons are not circling
residential streets searching for
parking spots. Other parking
arrangements during the day
should be identified by the
owner. As noted during the
day before 5:00 pm, there is
minimal parking space in other
lots or on the street.
Require applicant to designate
an area where bicycles can be
securely parked and designate
a parking space in the front
circle for taxi, Uber or Lyft
vehicles.

Require that owner and
restaurant request deliveries
and pick-ups after 7:00 am and
that smaller trucks be used.
Require the building owner
or restaurant to arrange
for morning trash check on
the property that may be
associated with clientele of the
restaurant.
Require that a designated
smoking area with a cigarette
disposal container be placed
somewhere on the property
away from the patio space
& buildings so that smokers
are not littering the public
sidewalk.

Require residential-friendly
lighting and appropriate
intensity for all around the
building, including walkways,
the patio and the rear parking
lot (blocking the light shining
into adjacent yards and homes).

DATES TO REMEMBER
All Heritage Hill Association Meetings
are open to neighbors.

Wednesday, August 16, 2017

HHA Board Meeting – 7:00 pm.
Mercy Health Saint Mary’s
Hauenstein Center,
H1 Community Room
200 Cherry Street, between
Lafayette and Jefferson Avenues

Tuesday, September 5, 2017
September/October Herald
newsletter deadline

Wednesday, September 20, 2017
HHA Board Meeting – 7:00 pm.
Mercy Health Saint Mary’s
Hauenstein Center,
H1 Community Room
200 Cherry Street, between
Lafayette and Jefferson Avenues

Wednesday, October 17, 2017
HHA Board Meeting – 7:00 pm.
Mercy Health Saint Mary’s
Hauenstein Center,
H1 Community Room
200 Cherry Street, between
Lafayette and Jefferson Avenues

Year End Events
Monday, November 5, 2017

HHA Board Candidate Deadline

Tuesday, December 5, 2017
Annual Meeting and
Holiday Potluck
6:00 p.m. – 9:00 p.m.
GRCC DeVos Campus

No matter who you
are or where you are
on life’s journey, you
are welcome here!
Worship with us
Sunday at 10:30am
Located in the heart
of downtown, next to
Veterans Park and the
Public Library
An Open and
Affirming Congregation

First Park Congregational Church
United Church of Christ
10 East Park Place NE
Grand Rapids, MI 49503

616 - 459 - 3203
www.parkchurchgr.org

Specializing in both Residential &
Commercial Remodeling since 1985

616.874.6110 | morrisbuildersinc.com
143 Courtland | Rockford, MI 49341
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Battery Powered
Lawn and Garden
What’s your least favorite sound? A
siren at 3am? I think we can all wrap
our ears around that. But now that
Summer is upon us there’s a pretty sure
bet for a close second…the whine of a
gas powered leaf blower or it’s snippy
cousin the gas powered string trimmer…
shattering the calm of what may have
otherwise been a mellow moment.

The difference between the siren and
the devil’s hair dryer ( as the leaf blower
has been called) is that one of them is
infrequent while the other borders on
incessant. As long as there’s a sliver of
daylight, it’s prime time for a little yard
work. “Gotta get it done when you can” is
the claim. But HOW you get it done is the
choice I’d like to explore.
I’m going utter a phrase that will likely
elicit your disdain…but open your mind
for a minute and let this soak in. Some
battery powered lawn and garden now
has all the power and performance of
gas. WHAT? Tesla has all the power of
a gas car engine. A locomotive engine is
likely electric. What powers an elevator?
And so is it that big a leap of faith to
imagine that a battery could provide
the power to spin a lawnmower blade,
energize a fan to push some leaves, or
propel a piece of string to cut grass?
And it’s a fraction as loud as it’s piston
pumping cousins!Not to mention a
whole lot less demanding; no trips to the
gas station, no stabilizing fuel, no tuneups and no “I wonder if it’s going to start
this time?”
And that is the point of what I’m putting
out here. Part of the charm of living in
Heritage Hill is that we are close to our
neighbors ( literally and ﬁguratively) For
that, imagine the Zen that comes with
everyone moving towards the quiet,
convenient alternative that battery
powered lawn and garden affords.

At the Picnic this year ( August 1st) there
will be live demo of battery powered
lawn and garden ( even a backpack
blower and a snow blower!) Discounts
will be available while supplies last. But,
if you’d like to move towards a quieter
neighborhood before then go on line and
do some research. Tool review websites,
Consumer Reports, even homedepot.
com are a great place to start.

Gerry Barnaby
Director of Excitement
Egopowerplus.com
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N eighborhood
Crimes of Opportunities
While crimes have been down as a
whole for our area, we are still seeing
crimes happen. Typically what we see
are what Police tend to call “Crimes of

Potpourri

Opportunity”. These sorts of crimes
are preventable if you take away the
opportunity. For example, vehicle theft
in Grand Rapids is nearly always due
to keys being left in a vehicle. After

Bylsma Painting Company
Excellence since 1972

Rick Bylsma has given presentations to Historic Societies, Old House Expo
events, and to the Michigan Historic Preservation Network.
Some of our projects:
Frank Lloyd Wright/Meyer May – Steelcase – Grand Rapids, MI
Frank Lloyd Wright Studio/Amberg home - Grand Rapids, MI
Gibson Restaurant/Mangiamo’s - Grand Rapids, MI
Voigt House – Grand Rapids Public Museum - Grand Rapids, MI
Senator William Alden Smith Estate – Grand Rapids, MI
Hackley and Hume Estate – Muskegon County Museum, MI
St. Marks Church – Grand Rapids, MI
First Methodist Church – Grand Rapids, MI
Westminster Presbyterian Church – Grand Rapids, MI
Reagan Marketing – Grand Rapids, MI
Wealthy Street Theater – Grand Rapids, MI
Graham Home – Lowell Museum, MI
Women’s City Club – Grand Rapids, MI

No one in Michigan has more experience, expertise, or volume
of projects in restoration painting.

616-308-8849

www.bylsmapainting.com

by Tansy Harris

talking with our Community Officer,
Craig Glowney who worked years as a
Detective, nearly all of the cars reported
stolen were due to the car being left
running or a key being available. We
do not see high level vehicle theft like
some cities do. Do you keep a valet key
in your car? Do you have your spouse
or roommates spare key in a center
console? These are all opportunities for
your car to be stolen. Keep all spare keys
inside your home.

Other Crimes of Opportunity include
leaving a bike unlocked or locked to
porch wooden spindles (which are easily
broken off). Take bikes inside if possible.
Invest in a good lock and never lock to
something that isn’t very secure. It is
better to lock your bike in the back of
your home than in the front. But again,
inside is safest. Unlocked garages with
lawn mowers are also attractive. Be sure
your garage doors are locked; consider
locking your lawn mower/snow blowers
securely.
The number one call I get month after

(Continued on page 12)

The Heritage Hill
Association publishes
available apartments.
Please remember us when
your apartment needs
renters. Your dollars not only
find you tenants but also
support the programs of the
Heritage Hill Association! You
can list your apartment right
at the website or stop by the
HHA office. We welcome
you!

able
Check out aevnatsil
apartm
at

HERITAGEHILLWEB.ORG

Heritage Hill Apartment
Rental and Home Sales Listings
All sizes and prices -- Spread the word!!!
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N eighborhood
Potpourri
(Continued from page 11)

TidyHome
Home
offers and
very
affordable
and
Tidy
HelpersHelpers
offers very affordable
professional
home and
small
office
cleaning
services
to
those
in
the
greater
Grand
Rapids
area.
professional home and small office cleaning services
We use environmentally friendly Green Seal certified products so you,
to those
in and
theyour
greater
Grand
Rapids
area. We use
your
loved ones,
environment
are safe
in our hands.
environmentally-friendly Green Seal certified
“At Tidy Home Helpers we’ll keep
products soyour
you,
your
lovedgreat.”
ones, and your
home
looking
environment are safe in our hands.
Call 616-233-4832
to we’ll
schedule
“At Tidy
Home Helpers
keep your
a free assessment
home looking great.”
Or Visit Us Online:
Call 616-233-4832
to set up a free assessment
www.tidyhomehelpers.com
Or Visit Us Online: www.tidyhomehelpers.com

Heritage Hill D ental
Family

•

Implant

•

Cosmetic

Mention our ad
and receive $50 off
new patient exam.
“The professionals at Heritage Hill Dental are
dedicated to performing high quality
dentistry in a comfortable
environment. Utilizing the latest
technology and attending to
detail, we provide the highest
standard of patient care-the focal point of our practice.”
Matthew Lieto, DMD

www.heritagedentalgr.com
255 WASHINGTON SE •

12

SUITE 4

616.451.2336
• GRAND RAPIDS MICHIGAN

49503

month is reports of people seeing
individuals go down streets and even
up driveways trying car door handles.
This behavior is seen in the morning,
afternoon and at night. This type of
behavior is HIGHLY SUSPICIOUS and
should be called into 911 for any ACTIVE
CRIME. All it takes is an unlocked
car for them to gain entry. Try to get
a description of the individual(s),
what age do you think they are, any
distinguishing clothing items, hair type,
height, build, facial hair. And let dispatch
know what direction they are heading.
Grand Rapids Fire Department
The Residential Safety Program
completed its 7,000th smoke detector
home safety assessment this July. Since
the start of this program in 2013, the
Grand Rapids Fire Department has
installed 43,000 smoke detectors in
7,000 homes across the City of Grand
Rapids. This has caught the attention of
the State Fire Marshal, who is looking
for ways to promote similar programs
across the state. CONGRATS GRFD on
leading the way on this amazing effort to
keep us safe! This FREE program adds
an extra layer of protection to residents.
Smoke detectors save lives, but it is
all too common to not have smoke
detectors, not have enough detectors
or have expired detectors in your
homes. The GRFD will come out to your
owner-occupied single-family home and
check your home for adequate smoke
detectors. They will also install for free
any detector that needs replacement
or add any that you might lack. And
let’s face it, with our large homes; this
is a great way to not only save money
but perhaps your life as well. The Fire
Department will also look to make sure
you do not have anything flammable
near water heaters and furnaces.
They do not look for code violations.
Call 311 to schedule your FREE home
assessment. And again we would like to
congratulate the men and women who
serve our Fire Department and seek to
make us safer in our homes.

Age Friendly Communities
The City of Grand Rapids is looking to
find out more about what you feel makes
a age friendly community. Join the City
of Grand Rapids on September 21st, from
5:30 pm to 7 pm at Westminster Church
to hear more and speak out about what
you need to age within the community
you live in.

Board Notes
The May HHA Board meeting was
canceled due its proximity to Home
Tour.

Discussion at the June, 2017 Heritage Hill
Association Board Meeting included:
Call for New Business: Ryan Huizenga
distributed his comments regarding
the Period of Significance and
Updated Report that HPC is
reviewing for the Heritage Hill
Historic District.
Tami Vandenberg - GR 2nd Ward City
Commission candidate: Tami
introduced herself and her wide
range of community involvement;
she was here to listen to the
issues of Heritage Hill; as a small
business owner, she is sensitive
to those issues, neighborhoods,
income equity, balance between
commercial and residential and
GRPD sensitivity/community
officer training. She encouraged all
to vote August 8th.
Joe Jones - GR 2nd Ward City
Commission candidate:
Currently serving with 2nd ward
Commissioner Ruth Kelly and is
seeking re-election. He represents
a growing ward and is passionate
about diverse neighborhoods
and an engaged community. He
appreciates the indigenous wisdom
and authentic communication.
Affordable housing, police/
community relations, empathy and
equity are a focus. His service as
head of the Urban League offers a
nationwide connection. GR is still
a work in progress and we need
to make room for everyone for a
strong future.
Public Comment: 10 neighbors
addressed the Board regarding
recent land use decisions in
Heritage Hill; specifically the
McCabe Marlow’s, 74 Lafayette
NE, use as limited social services
support and a 2nd floor residential
suite and the installation of a
restaurant and fitness studio at the
Oakwood Manor, 547 Cherry SE.
Both requests have received the
City Planning Commission/Zoning
Appeals Board approval. (See HHA’s
position’s to the respective City
bodies on page 5.) Nine neighbors
expressed frustration and
concern with HHA and its Zoning
Committee’s process, adherence to

the Master Plan of Heritage Hill, the
timeliness and scope of information
that HHA provides to neighbors,
engagement and inclusion of
neighbors’ concerns, its work on
State Street, and north-end parking
problems. One neighbor voiced
support for the recent land use

decisions, valued the diversity of
use/lifestyles in Heritage Hill, and
encouraged parking concerns be
addressed with residential permit
parking.
Action Item: The Executive Committee
withdrew its recommendation to

(Continued on page 14)

Welcome to First
Church in the heart of

the city — a progressive
Christian community of
faith that embraces all.
We are committed to
faith development that
leads to engagement in
acts of justice, mercy,
and service.

We look forward to connecting with you!
Summer Sunday Worship: 10:00 am

(Memorial Day Weekend through Labor Day Weekend)
First United Methodist Church
227 Fulton St E

Grand Rapids

www.GrandRapidsFUMC.org

Home Health Care
Homemaking Services
Registered Nurse Services
Safety Button
Medication Management

Mention this ad and receive 1 FREE hour of care!
Buy 2 hours of care, and get an additional hour FREE!

CALL TODAY - 616.454.8305
500 Cherry Street SE, Grand Rapids
www.eldershelpers.com
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Board Notes

WHOEVER YOU ARE,

(Continued from page 13)

WHEREVER YOU GO IN GOD’S WIDE WORLD,
You are WELCOME at the corner of College & Fulton!

Restoration and repair services for your

Restoration
and
repair
historic
wood
windows.services for
your historic wood windows.
(616)446-3503

10 COLLEGE AVE NE ~ GRAND RAPIDS, MI
Serving
Grand
Rapids, from the
Heart
ofPantry
Heritage Hill with
Worship,
Education
& Fellowship
Addie’s
Evening
Sundays @ 9:30AM - Noon
1st Tues. of Month @ 5:30 - 7:00PM
& Addie’s
Diner
Midweek Workship & Addie’s
Communion Pantry Addie’s
Afternoon
Pantry
Wednesday @ 12:16 - 12:44PM
All Other Tues. @ 1:00 - 3:00PM
“…I was hungry and you gave me something to eat”.

www.centralreformedchurch.org

g Grand Rapids, from the Heart of Heritage Hill with
Addie’s Pantry & Addie’s
Diner
Join
us

Check us out on Facebook!

(616)446-3503

heritagewindowrestoration@gmail.com

Check us out on Facebook!
heritagewindowrestoration@gmail.com

for Classic Worship
9:30 AM

Every Sunday
was hungry and you gave me something
to eat”. at

Corner of College & Fulton
Join us for Classic WorshipHeritage Hill
Every Sunday at 9:30 AM
Corner of College & Fulton
Heritage Hill

STONECASTLE
STONECASTLE

DENTISTRY
DENTISTRY

455 Cherry Street, SE
455Cherry
CherryStreet,
Street,SE
SE
455
Grand Rapids, MI 49503
GrandRapids,
Rapids,MI
MI49503
49503
Grand
P 616.458.8593
616.458.8593
PP616.458.8593
F 616.458.0738
F
616.458.0738
Fwww.stonecastledentistry.com
616.458.0738
www.stonecastledentistry.com
www.stonecastledentistry.com

Juli
Juli
S.
Wemmer
DDS,
FAGD
JuliS.
S.Wemmer
WemmerDDS,
DDS,FAGD
FAGD
Jon
Jon
C.
Feinauer
DDS
JonC.
C.Feinauer
FeinauerDDS
DDS
T HE A R T IS IN T HE D E TA IL S
TTHHEE AARRTT I ISS I N
E TEAT IALISL S
I N T TH HE ED D

Neighbor. Commissioner. Friend.

COMMISSIONER RUTH

2nd Ward City Commissioner
rkelly@grcity.us 616.238.9370

www.kellyforgr.com
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cancel the July Board meeting.
Board approved meeting in July.
Treasurer’s Report: The May report
is not yet available but Home Tour
will be down as much as 40%.
HHA’s CDBG grant could see drastic
cuts depending on the Federal
budget in 2018. The Executive
Committee will review budget but
welcomes suggestions.
Staff Reports: Written staff reports
were supplied. Jan discussed permit
parking and the City’s updated
application process. It is now the
neighborhood’s responsibility to
draw the boundaries of a permit
parking zone rather than neighbors’
petitions. The HHA Board advised
that HHA continue to request
petitions to guide the drawing of
the permit zones. Jan will work
on getting these details out to
neighbors.
Tansy: Needs to get permits from
the City for Night Out picnic. GRPS
will donate $250 for bounce house/
dunk tank. She also highlighted
the racial intimidation case she
is addressing and pointed to the
Affordably Housing task force
recommendations that were
outlined in her written report.
Some should be concerning and
cited specifically the accessory
dwellings by right and the
increased numbers of people
sharing housing units.
Committee/Liaison Reports:
Community Engagement: The
Picnic is August 1.
Land Use: Wes Beck is now the
chairperson for this group. He cited
Jan’s submitted staff report for
details regarding Land use issues.
74 Lafayette NE and Oakwood
Manor requests passed. There is a
B&B request at 423 Madison SE and
he attended the neighbors meeting.
Wes is serving on HPC’s task force
for the updated study report
although he felt he had limited
input. Ryan outlined his written
comments regarding the period
of significance and how it relates
to specific buildings (mid-century
modern). He feels that this report
can change the character of the
neighborhood by giving significance
to modern buildings. Suggested a
neighbors meeting to discuss.
Administrative: Jim P. reported

Continuing thanks to
our recent
Association
contributors:
that the Finance Committee will be
meeting in the fall. He and Jan had
a productive meeting with GRCC
President Bill Pink. Jan and Mary
are meeting with Steve Heacock,
Spectrum Health tomorrow, June
22. Gideon Sanders, GRPS spoke to
the success of Innovation Central
– graduation rates up (94%);
Rosa Park award (69th of top 100
schools in MI); 105 field trips; good
neighbors to HH. Any concerns
should be brought to his attention.
Fundraising:
Garden Tour: Jim praised the tour
and high number of 15 gardens; all
had a good time.
Home Tour: Great Tour but
attendance was not so great. 2
houses are set for 2018, looking for
more.
Texas Hold ‘Em: Jim referred to
email sent by Charles regarding the
June event.

Ken and Kristen Bauer
Bylsma Painting
Mark Dykstra
Dave and Cathy Hathaway
Ron and Pat Hoekman
John and Patricia LaGrand
Phil Ondersma
Jim Payne and Char Kruzich
Tom, Shelly, Elliot and Norah Sinas

If you would like an item placed on
the Board agenda, please call the HHA
office at 459-8950 before 4:00 p.m. of
the second WEDNESDAY of the month.
If you would like to address the Board
regarding an agenda item, public
comment is taken at the beginning of
each meeting. For non-agenda items,
public comment is taken at the end of
each meeting. Typically, Board meetings
run from 7:00 p.m. until 8:30 p.m.
If you would like to receive monthly
Board agendas via email, please
email us your request (heritage@
heritagehillweb.org)

Absolutely everyone
is welcome.

We don't presume you to be Christian,
but being Christian to us means that
we welcome absolutely everyone.
Sundays at 10:00a
www.westminstergr.org
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Non-Profit Org.
U.S. Postage
PAID
Grand Rapids, MI
Permit No. 523

Heritage Hill Association
126 College SE
Grand Rapids, MI 49503

Neighborhood Improvement & Public Safety
organizing efforts of the Heritage Hill Association
are in part funded by the City of Grand Rapids'
Community Development Block Grant Programs.

YOUR TREES DESERVE THE BEST OF
CARE ALL YEAR LONG

PRUNING • FERTILIZATION • PEST & DISEASE MANAGEMENT • REMOVAL

CALL US AT (616) 245-9449 OR VISIT BARTLETT.COM

Give yourself the gift of relaxation.

Immerse yourself in the luxury of Wege Institute for Mind, Body
and Spirit. With the therapeutic touch of deep tissue, hot stone and
Thai massage, all of our services are provided by licensed medical
professionals. Learn more or schedule an appointment at
MercyHealthWegeInstitute.com or call 616.685.6923.
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Classifieds
ANTIQUE
BEDROOM
SUITE.
Victorian
Renaissance Revival Bed--turned spool four
poster, scalloped head and footboards, applied
carving and open lattice, circa 1860-1870.
Dresser--marble top, 5 drawer brass hardware,
circa 1870. Mirror--acanthus-leaf and grape
motif, circa 1870. 12 other pieces. Call
616.309.8144.
WANTED: MAINTENANCE MAN. Steady
20/30 hours weekly year-round. Must have
own transportation. Variety of duties including
cleaning apartments, painting, yard work and
misc. Text Marie at 616.890.5974

Remember Heritage Hill
Property Owners:
There is a City Preservation Ordinance that
governs all exterior changes, repairs and/
or additions to Heritage Hill properties.
Call the Grand Rapids Historic Preservation
Commission at 456-3451 for information on
approvals. You can access the application
form at the City’s website,
www.ci.grand-rapids.
mi.us at the Planning
Department section or at
the Heritage
Hill Association’s www.
heritagehillweb.org. This
ordinance applies to all
exterior changes, repairs,
and/or additions to your
home and property.
Items such as doors and
windows including storms,
yard structures, driveway
and sidewalk approaches,
and fences do need HPC
approvals.

