Heritage Herald

MARCH/APRIL 2015

The Newsletter of Heritage Hill

Volume XLI, No. 2

State Street Sparks –

Exciting Prospects for this once Invisible Corridor
Times are changing for State Street. This somewhat invisible corridor
and link between Heritage Hill, Downtown and Uptown is coming out of
the shadows. From visioning to reality, State Street has a bright future.

• The Association’s State Street Corridor Area Specific Plan is
currently in the City’s approval process as an overlay zone to the
City’s Master Plan.
• The DDA revised its street revitalization plans to include bricks and
bike lines. This work is targeted in the section between Lafayette and
Jefferson and is a great gift to State Streets renewal.
• The Heritage Hill Association was just awarded funds from the Dyer
Ives Foundation to organize the Area Specific Plan’s implementation.  
This 2-year organizing effort will grow relationships between all State
Street stakeholders/neighbors and recruit and nurture a State Street
Steering Committee that will prioritize and implement strategies of
the Plan. Our goal is have this committee live long and prosper and
guide State Street into its future.
We welcome your involvement. Contact us by email, heritage@
heritagehillweb.org or phone, 459-8950. Tansy Harris is the HHA staff
contact. Watch for upcoming details and join in the action!
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The Heritage Hill Association
126 College S.E.
Grand Rapids, MI 49503
616-459-8950 Fax: 616-459-2409
Hours: 9 am - 5 pm, Mon. - Thurs.
Voicemail available for after-hours messages.
EMAIL:  heritage@heritagehillweb.org
WEBSITE: www.heritagehillweb.org

Purpose:
The purpose of the Heritage Hill Association is to
provide neighbors a way of collectively building a
healthy, historically preserved community in which
people can live and work in a secure and stable
environment.
Office Staff:
Jan Earl, Executive Director
Barb Lester,  Crime Prevention Organizer
Maria Zache, Administrative Assistant
Tansy Harris, Office Assistant
The Heritage Hill Association Board of Directors
President
**Jim Payne, 27 College NE, (H) 454-2367
Vice President
*Charles Roelofs, 572 College SE, (C) 446-2730
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*Kate Diedrich, 536 Prospect SE, (H) 451-9211
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*Todd Hoort, 135 Lafayette NE
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* Ryan Huizenga, 433 Madison SE, (C) 634-2417
*Stephanie Kolbe, 334 State SE, 248-787-0961
*Marie Koster, 553 Paris SE, (C) 322-9856
*Charles Roelofs, 572 College SE, (C) 446-2730
*Erin Shupe, 420 College SE, (C) 633-8946
*Deanna Smith, 346 Morris SE, (C) 295-3223
* 1st Term
** 2nd Term

The Heritage Hill Association Board of Directors meets
at 7 pm the third Wednesday of each month at the
Hauenstein Center - H1 Community Room at Mercy
Health Saint Mary’s.  The meeting is open to the public.
The Heritage Hill Foundation Board of Trustees
Chairman
Barbara L. Roelofs, 227 College SE, 459-0091
James Booth Burr, Jr., 1244 Lake Drive SE, 458-1246
Sam Cummings, 15 Ionia SW, 458-5235
George Dennis, 2685 Cascade Springs Dr., 456-9353
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Jim James, 3082 Thornapple River Dr. SE, 949-8484
Milt Rohwer, 30 College SE, #64, 235-7528
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Block Rep:
Barb Lester, 459-8950
Garden Tour:
Jim Payne, (H) 454-2367
Finance:
Mary Robinson, (H) 459-2119
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Preservation:
Ryan Huizenga, (H) 634-2417
Traffic and Parking: Barb Lester, (W) 459-8950
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Marie Koster, (C) 322-9856
Home Tour
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Social Media:
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The Heritage Herald - Circulation 4,800
The Heritage Herald is published by the Heritage Hill
Association Board of Directors six times a year (bi-monthly).  
The views and opinions expressed are not necessarily
those of the Board of Directors. We reserve the right to
edit.  Address correspondence to The Heritage Herald, 126
College SE, Grand Rapids, MI 49503.
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Neighborhood Connections
Happy Spring Heritage Hill.
We have been doing our happy dance here
at the HHA office because of yes, spring (the
date if not the look and feel of) but even
more because of two great happenings
for the State Street Corridor. First the
Downtown Development Authority
revised and approved its major street
revitalization of the Lafayette to Jefferson
portion of State Street to now include
bricks and bike lanes. This will unify the
street’s look and it will no longer change
surfaces in midstream. AND because
the Dyer-Ives Foundation Board just
approved the Association’s grant proposal
for organizing the implementation of the
State Street Corridor Area Specific
Plan. We will now have dedicated staff
time to organize and nurture State Street
stakeholders and neighbors and to recruit
a State Street Steering Committee to work
on the strategies of the Plan. This will guide
the State of the future. Tansy Harris is the
staff contact, 459-8950 and she is talented
and very excited to get all things moving
on State Street. Huge thanks go out to the
DDA and Dyer-Ives for their support of
a re-State.

Another exciting urban planning project
involves the Innovation Central campus.
GRForward is beginning its concentration
on this vast campus’ redesign that includes
improved greenspace, traffic patterns and
staging, the removal of the former City
High building and parking improvements.
The Central campus network is beginning
the process in late March and broad
neighborhood input will follow. We’ll get
the word out about that process in the
next Herald and/or social media, website,
email notices.

And it must be warming up as the 46th
Annual Heritage Hill Weekend Tour
of Homes is just weeks away. May 16
and 17 are the dates and 8 private hosts
invite you into their homes to share their
architecture, design, art, and home’s
history. Please, please help spread the
word - use all your social media tricks and
your face-to- face charm and get people
excited to see the insides on Tour. Send
people to our website, heritagehillweb.org
for more enticement. It will be a beautiful
weekend to walk this great place that we
call home and catch what’s blooming.

There is a way to get a FREE ticket to Tour.
We need volunteer guides right up to the
days of Tour to cover any cancellations.
Please call today, 459-8950, or email
heritage@heritagehillweb.org) and help
Tour work smoothly with an easy 4 hour
shift.
***
Leaping into summer is the purge (or
splurge) at the Association’s annual
Heritage Hill Yard Sales Day on June 6.
Call or email the HHA office, heritage@
heritagehillweb.org; 459-8950 and we’ll
get you on the list that we’ll post on our
website. And soon to follow, the Heritage
Hill Garden Tour is July 18. Mark your
calendars and more details will follow.
***
We are singing our welcome back song
to Maria Zache (and Jim Starkey too)
from their 4-month winter break. Maria
returned to work on March 30.
***
Wiggle your toes, it’s warming up!
Jan Earl
Executive Director
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Let’s keep working together!
Support the Heritage
Your contribution directly and
immediately benefits your
neighbor-hood. Your support is
critical to:
•

•

•

•

•

•

•
•

Organizing Neighborhood
Watch and Crime Prevention
programs that keep you aware
and safe.

Working with the major
institutions surrounding
Heritage Hill to bridge the
needs of our residents and
our institutional neighbors.
Our focus is to protect
our neighborhood from
development that could harm
our residential quality. But our
work also helps our institutions
do their work efficiently and
effectively.
Providing vital neighborhood
information via our office, the
e-alert network, the newsletter,
Facebook, and our website
that keeps people connected,
informed and engaged.
Monitoring land use and
zoning requests and voicing
positions that maintains our
neighborhood’s stability.

Addressing parking and traffic
issues and working with
stakeholders to ease congestion
wherever possible.
Promoting neighborhood
occupancy through apartment
listings, our Weekend Tour
of Homes, and community
building events.

Our
Ourpledge
pledgedrive
drivebegins
beginsnow.
now. Pledge
Pledge $100.00
$100.00 by May
by
May
1
and
we’ll
send
you
a
FREE
Home
and we’ll send you a FREE Home Tour ticket! Or just
Tour
ticket!
just
pledge
and phone
you’ll not
pledge
nowOr
and
you’ll
notnow
get one
call from us
get one phone call from us!

For the 2015 continuation of the Heritage Hill Association, I pledge:
__________________________________________________________________
For___
the
2014 $35       ___  $50       ___  $75       ___
continuation of the Heritage
Hill Association,
I pledge:
$25     ___
$100     ___  $250
___$500
Other  $
________________  
______$25
___
$35
___ $50

___ $75

___ $100

___ $250

__$500

Name _______________________________________________________________________________________

___ Other

$ ________________

Address ____________________________________________________________________________________

Name
______________________________________________________
Phone ____________________________
Email ___________________________________________________

Please return this coupon and check to: HHA, 126 College SE, Grand Rapids, MI  
Address
______________________________________________________
49503 or go to the web www.heritagehillweb.org and you can pledge online!!!!

Phone

________________________ Email ________________________

Please return this coupon and check to: HHA, 126 College SE, Grand Rapids, MI 4
www.heritagehillweb.org and you can pledge online!!!!

Assisting tenants and property
owners with rights and
responsibilities.
Using the Master Plan of

Restoration and repair services for your

Restoration
and
repair
historic
wood
windows.services for
your historic wood windows.
(616)446-3503

Check us out on Facebook!

(616)446-3503

heritagewindowrestoration@gmail.com

Check us out on Facebook!
heritagewindowrestoration@gmail.com
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Historic Building Restoration
Residential & Institutional
616-454-9337
www.grandriverbuilders.com

tosca
by PUCCINI
MAy 1 & 2, 2015 | 7:30 PM

DEVOS PERFORMANCE HALL
TICkETS START AT $25
STUDENT TICkETS $5
616.451.2741 ExT. 2
TICkETMASTER
OPERAgR.ORg
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2015 Annual
Weekend
Tour of Homes
Now that the winter snow is melting, it is time to think spring…and that means the 46th Annual Heritage
Hill Home Tour is just around the corner!  We have a fantastic lineup featuring eight lovingly restored private
houses and three historic public buildings on Saturday, May 16 from 11 am - 5 pm and Sunday, May 17 from
12 pm - 6 pm. Get a rare glimpse inside stunning turn
of the century homes owned by prominent early Grand
Rapids business leaders including an 1893 French Baroque
mansion built by a member of the Berkey & Gay Furniture
Co. family, and an 1873 Italianate owned by the Booth
publishing family, founders of the Grand Rapids Press,
which boasts the first automobile garage built in Grand
www.heritagehilltours.org
Rapids.

Weekend Tour of Homes
May 21 & 22, 2011

Three public buildings will also be showcased including
the meticulously restored Frank Lloyd Wright designed
Meyer May House; The Women’s City Club, an 1860’s grand
Italianate Villa filled with fine arts and period antiques; and
the gothic inspired Innovation Central High School built in
1849, making it the second oldest school in Michigan.

Advance tickets are $15.00 and are available at the Heritage Hill Association office or at www.heritagehillweb.
org. To obtain tickets by check, send to the Heritage Hill Association, 126 College SE, Grand Rapids, MI
49503. Tickets can also be picked up at various locations
including Martha’s Vineyard, Art of the Table, Lake Michigan
Credit Unions and all greater Grand Rapids area Family Fare
and D&W Fresh Market stores.  Tickets the weekend of the
tour are $20.00. Free shuttle bus transportation is provided
between featured properties.
This event is the Heritage Hill Association’s biggest
fundraiser, so please pass along the word and invite your
friends. Proceeds from the tour help support the historic
preservation of our unique neighborhood and assists with
land use planning, engaging community resources, crime
prevention and block club organizing.

Want to attend for free?  We always need additional
volunteers to help during the weekend.  Work a shift and receive two free tickets!  Please call 616-459-8950
for more information, and to find out about volunteer opportunities.

Tru-Trough

Seamless Half Round Gutter Supply
On-Site Fabrication for Contractors & Do-It-Yourselfers

'Chop & Drop'

JOHN R. CROOKSTON
269.806.1266
john.r.crookston@charter.net

Absolutely everyone
is welcome.
We don’t presume you to be
Christian, we only hope to be
Christian towards you.

Sundays at 8:30a and 11:00a
www.westminstergr.org

7132 N. 23rd Street
Kalamazoo, MI 49004
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INNOVAT IVE
School Choices
in Your
Neighborhood!

Huge thanks to our
recent Association
contributors:
Theresa Dittmer
Mary Elizabeth Karpen
John and Patricia LaGrand
Martha’s Vineyard

SCHEDULE
YOUR TOUR

DATES TO REMEMBER
All Heritage Hill Association Meetings are open to neighbors.

TODAY!

* Grand Rapids
Montessori (PK-12)
* Innovation Central
High (9-12)
* Congress Elementary
(PK-5)
* University Prep
Academy (6-12)
* Coming Fall 2015...
Grand Rapids Public
Museum School

EMILY & JONO KLOOSTER
CONGRESS ELEMENTARY
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Monday, April 20, 2015
May/June Herald newsletter deadline
Tuesday, May 5, 2015
Special Election Day in Michigan - VOTE

Saturday and Sunday, May 16th and 17th, 2015
2015 Heritage Hill Weekend Tour of Homes
Think Spring -- Tickets on sale now at the HHA website,
heritagehillweb.org
$15 in advance/ $20 weekend of Tour
Wednesday, May 20, 2015
HHA Board Meeting – 7:00 pm.
Mercy Health Saint Mary’s
Hauenstein Center, H1 Community Room
220 Cherry Street
between Lafayette and Jefferson Avenues
Annual Dates to Remember:

We Are Proud Parents at

Saturday, June 6, 2015
Annual Heritage Hill area Yard Sales Day
Saturday, July 18, 2015
Annual Heritage Hill Garden Tour

WWW.GRPS.ORG

.COM

Visit WeAreGR.com
for more information.

Wednesday, April 15, 2015
HHA Board Meeting – 7:00 pm.
Mercy Health Saint Mary’s
Hauenstein Center, H1 Community Room
220 Cherry Street
between Lafayette and Jefferson Avenue

Tuesday, August 4, 2015
Heritage Hill Night-Out Social

Garden Tour Committee on the lookout for 2015 Tour Gardens

I

t’s that time of year when the crocus and the snow drops break through the drab of winter and show us the way to a
more colorful and vibrant future – Springtime…… and while a young man’s thoughts may be turning to love, many of the
rest of us become more preoccupied with our gardens …. a far safer endeavor with less lasting implications …( I hope you
are laughing).

July 18th is the date for the 2015 Heritage Hill Garden Tour. The tour swings up to the north end of the Hill this year and
we are looking for interested gardeners and gardens between Cherry Street and Michigan Ave.  Our garden recruiters will
be on the streets in the coming weeks looking for prospective gardens for the tour, so if you see some otherwise normal
looking folks rubbernecking your neighborhood don’t be concerned. We’re harmless.  If you or someone you know is
interested in being on the garden tour please call the Heritage Hill office at 459-8950.
Being a host gardener for the tour is a very simple experience.
You supply the garden, we do the rest. On the day of tour, you or
your appointed representative are asked to be in your garden to
welcome our guests. You will spend the day being showered with
praise for your gardening efforts and learn all kinds of new things
from fellow gardeners who have tips to share. Oh… did I mention
gifts? There will be lovely gifts for each of the host gardeners which
will be presented to you at the Garden Crawl. The Garden Crawl
takes place on the eve of the tour, July 17th. Friday evening the host
gardeners and tour committee gather at one of the tour gardens.
Food, refreshments and gifts are shared as we then make our way
from tour garden to tour garden, thus giving all the host gardeners
the opportunity to experience the tour gardens on the eve of the
tour. The Garden Crawl event has evolved into a memorable evening
of socializing. Just ask anyone who has participated in one.
We’re hoping to bring back the Garden Shoppe as well. For those
who aren’t “in-the-know”, the Garden Shoppe is an eclectic group
of local artisans who will be selling their wares at a central location
within the

Garden Tour boundaries. Often the arts and crafts offered are garden
related but you’re likely to find all kinds of interesting things and
people there.
But for now …. WE NEED GARDENS!!

Please remember us when your
apartment needs renters. Your
dollars not only find you tenants
but also support the programs of
the Heritage Hill Association! You
can list your apartment right at the
website or stop by the HHA office.
We welcome you!

Check it out
at HERITAGEHILLWEB.ORG
Heritage Hill Apartment
Rental and Home Sales Listings
All sizes and prices -Spread the word!!!

Creating and maintaining healthy indoor environments
where people LIVE, LEARN, WORK, and PLAY.
HEALTHY SOLUTIONS FOR:
MOLD
ASBESTOS AND LEAD
ALLERGENS
BACTERIA

ODORS
SMOKE/WATER DAMAGE
CHEMICAL TOXINS
BIOLOGICAL PATHOGENS

616.245.3711
www.UDECON.com
UDECON Ad.indd 1
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CRIME DOWN, SPIRITS UP!
Crime Summary for February 2015
31 parking ticket or tow
4 trouble with a person
3 Field interrogation
3 Suspicious activity
2 Assault and battery
1 Aggravated assault, non-family,
other weapon
1 Burglary of residence (suspect is an
    acquaintance)
Lower crime numbers make everyone
feel safer and more relaxed. This
trend has been great for neighbors
throughout the city.  Let’s not

Potpourri

get complacent because offering
opportunities for easy home entry or
thefts from vehicles might increase our
crime numbers next month. Free home
security checks are available to tenants
and owners. Call Barb at 459-8950.

STREET CLEAN UPS:  As months’
worth of snow melts at this time of
year, many unseen treasures are found
(i.e. trash, recycling, parts of cars, dog
poops...oh the dog poops). As much as
we want everyone to be responsible for
their own waste, sometimes it is also up
to us residents to act.  As you head out
for a walk today or this coming week,

A Heritage Hill Neighborhood Bakery.
Taste Something Great! Morning, Noon, & Night!

think about bringing a few grocery
bags. Or bring two bags; one for trash
and one for recyclables. Students can
earn volunteer hours by registering for
a block or two to or to work in Foster
Park this spring.  Call Barb at 459-8950.
BE A BASIN BUDDY: Clean up street
grates on your block!

What is a catch basin? Catch
basins are storm sewer inlets that are
designed to collect water during
storm events and are the first step in
storm water drainage systems. Storm
sewer systems are designed to move
water from developed areas as quick
as possible during storms. When
storms occur, water and anything
else on the street enters the storm
sewer system through the catch
basins. Pet waste, oil, litter, leaves,
etc. carried into the storm sewer system
is discharged directly into our streams
and rivers.  

What do catch basins do? Catch basins
are generally located next to street
curbs or in rear yards of residential
areas. They filter out debris such as
leaves and litter. The grids located on
top the catch basins are small enough
to prevent large objects from entering
into the storm sewer system, but large
enough to ensure that the flow of water
is not blocked.
What can I do to help? Now that you
have read “What is a catch basin?” and
“What do catch basins do?” - I am sure
that you realize how important they
are! They are the gateways to our storm
water infrastructure and each and
every one of them would like nothing
more than to be adopted. To learn more
about the work and earning My GR
Points go to www.grcity.us and search
for Basin Buddy.

7 days a week - 7am to Midnight (616) 726-6609

208 Union NE GR, MI 49503 - Next door to Martha’s Vineyard
8

WANT TO GET YOUR SECURITY
DEPOSIT BACK?
• Give written notice that you are
moving out at the end of your lease
period whether it is a month-tomonth or longer term lease.  Make
sure you date your notice to the
owner, make a copy to keep, and
mail the original so they owner will
get it at least 30 days prior to your
move out.  Mail it a few days early
to be sure they get it in time.

by Barb Lester

•

•

•

•

•

Do no damage and pay the rent. By
law security deposits are to pay for
damage beyond normal wear-andtear or for unpaid rent or utilities
-- only.
A security deposit is not a cleaning
deposit or fee. You cannot be
charged a cleaning fee out of
the security deposit. A separate
cleaning fee or separate cleaning
deposit must have been charged
for that. If you did no damage and
you do not owe rent/utilities you
should get your security deposit
back.  (It is wise to leave the
apartment clean and clear of all
your belongings). Take photos of
the stove, fridge, cupboards, walls,
windows, counters and floors to
document that you have done no
damage.  Do a “walk-through” with
the owner and return the keys.

Bylsma Painting Company
Excellence since 1972

Rick Bylsma has given presentations to Historic Societies, Old House Expo
events, and to the Michigan Historic Preservation Network.
Some of our projects:
Frank Lloyd Wright/Meyer May – Steelcase – Grand Rapids, MI
Frank Lloyd Wright Studio/Amberg home - Grand Rapids, MI
Gibson Restaurant/Mangiamo’s - Grand Rapids, MI
Voigt House – Grand Rapids Public Museum - Grand Rapids, MI
Senator William Alden Smith Estate – Grand Rapids, MI
Hackley and Hume Estate – Muskegon County Museum, MI
St. Marks Church – Grand Rapids, MI
First Methodist Church – Grand Rapids, MI
Westminster Presbyterian Church – Grand Rapids, MI
Reagan Marketing – Grand Rapids, MI
Wealthy Street Theater – Grand Rapids, MI
Graham Home – Lowell Museum, MI
Women’s City Club – Grand Rapids, MI

No one in Michigan has more experience, expertise, or volume
of projects in restoration painting.

616-308-8849

www.bylsmapainting.com

Make sure to give the owner your
new mailing address in writing
within four days of moving out.
Better yet, do it before you move.
Leaving your mailing address in
a phone message is difficult to
document.  Make a copy of your
written notice for your records.
Keep all e-mails and rental
payments records related to your
occupancy of the rental.

The owner must provide a list of
damages and cost of each repair, or
list unpaid rent/utilities, and send
a check for the remainder of the
security deposit within 30 days of
your move. If you do not get this
you can seek double the deposit
by filing a small claim in the 61st
District Court. This is where your
documentation comes in handy.

If you feel you are being charged
for damage or back rent you don’t
think you owe you must respond/
challenge the charges on this list
within 7 days of getting it – in
writing to the owner.  Keep a copy
of your written response/challenge
to the owner. If you cannot work
out a problem with the owner you
can take the case to small claims
court. Check out the 61st District
Court guide on filing a small claim.  
It can be found on the www.grcity.
us under “Departments”.  

For more information go to www.
legalassistancecenter.org. The
Legal Assistance Center is a local
organization at the court house that can
help with information on how to file.  
You can also call the HHA office and ask
for Barb.

COPS AND KIDS - ON BASE WITH
GRPD: Grand Rapids Police Officers
are organizing a new summer baseball
program called On Base with GRPD for
up to 50 kids. North Team Community
Officers Aaron Rossin and Neil Gomez

(Continued on page 10)
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Potpourri

TidyHome
Home
offers and
very
affordable
and
Tidy
HelpersHelpers
offers very affordable
professional
home and
small
office cleaning
services
to those
in the
greater
Grand Rapids
area.
professional
home
and
small
office
cleaning
services
We use environmentally friendly Green Seal certified products so you,
to those
in and
theyour
greater
Grand
Rapids
area. We use
your
loved ones,
environment
are safe
in our hands.
environmentally-friendly Green Seal certified
“At Tidy Home Helpers we’ll keep
products soyour
you,
your
lovedgreat.”
ones, and your
home
looking
environment are safe in our hands.
Call 616-233-4832
to we’ll
schedule
“At Tidy
Home Helpers
keep your
a free assessment
home looking great.”
Or Visit Us Online:
Call 616-233-4832
to set up a free assessment
www.tidyhomehelpers.com
Or Visit Us Online: www.tidyhomehelpers.com

Heritage H ill D ental
Family

•

Implant

•

Cosmetic

Mention our ad
and receive $50 off
new patient exam.
“The professionals at Heritage Hill Dental are
dedicated to performing high quality
dentistry in a comfortable
environment. Utilizing the latest
technology and attending to
detail, we provide the highest
standard of patient care-the focal point of our practice.”
Matthew Lieto, DMD

www.heritagedentalgr.com
255 Washington SE •
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Suite 4

616.451.2336
• Grand Rapids MIchigan

49503

will work to mentor and build positive
relationships with the youth. The
officers are seeking community support
for the program.  “By supporting the
“On Base with GRPD” baseball program,
through the Boys & Girls Clubs of Grand
Rapids Youth Commonwealth, you are
helping to foster a spirit of cooperation
between the community and the Grand
Rapids Police Department,” remarked
Officer Rossin who serves as the
Heritage Hill Community Police Officer.   
With this program, the officers, who are
coaching the teams, will not only teach
the game, but also hope to provide an
opportunity for positive interactions
between the children and police officers
in a non-enforcement capacity.
How you can help: “We’re hoping to
raise enough in money and equipment
donations to be able to supply these
kids with the uniforms and equipment
that will not only help them learn a
new sport, but will also help them to
feel part of something special,”  stated
Officer Rossin.

Check out the On Base with GRPD
Facebook page and their website at
www.onbasewithgrpd.com to find out
about sponsorships. The Grand Slam
is a $2000 donation but the Home Run
($1000), Triple ($500), Double ($250),
Single ($100) and smaller amounts will
be gratefully accepted. Please make
checks payable to: Boys & Girls Clubs
of Grand Rapids Youth Commonwealth,
with “On Base with GRPD” in memo
field and send to: 235 Straight Ave NW,
Grand Rapids, MI 49504

Equipment Donations: You may also
donate new or lightly used equipment.
For pickup/drop-off contact Officer
Aaron Rossin (arossin@grcity.us),
Officer Neil Gomez (ngomez@grcity.us),
or Officer Jeremy Huffman (jhuffman@
grcity.us).
“Arrest Warrant” Scam Rebuffed by
Hill Neighbors

A Heritage Hill neighbor reported
receiving a call on Saturday, March 21. A
man and introduced himself as “Officer
John Harris from the Grand Rapids
Warrants Division”.  He knew her name
and address and told her a warrant
was issued for her arrest for failure to
report for grand jury duty. He told her
he would process the warrant and a
deputy would soon be dispatched to

arrest her at her home. She was dumbfounded. She told the “officer” she had
never received anything from any court
notifying me of jury duty.

When she questioned him about this
he said, "The procedure is different for
Grand Juries." He said she could stop
the warrant arrest by coming down to
the 61st District Court and paying the
fine and penalties. She told him the
courts are closed on Saturday and he
replied that the Warrants Division was
open and he would send a deputy to the
Court House door and to let her in.

He went on to say that Judge Kim
Schaefer would hear her case in 30 days.
The Judge could refund the penalty
and reschedule her Grand Jury service.
He said she could not use a credit
card and or cash to pay the fine, BUT a
"verification card" would be accepted.

STONECASTLE
STONECASTLE

DENTISTRY
DENTISTRY

455 Cherry Street, SE
455Cherry
CherryStreet,
Street,SE
SE
455
Grand Rapids, MI 49503
Grand
Rapids,
MI
49503
Grand Rapids, MI 49503
P 616.458.8593
616.458.8593
PP616.458.8593
F 616.458.0738
F616.458.0738
616.458.0738
Fwww.stonecastledentistry.com
www.stonecastledentistry.com
www.stonecastledentistry.com

Juli
Juli
S.
Wemmer
DDS,
FAGD
JuliS.
S.Wemmer
WemmerDDS,
DDS,FAGD
FAGD
Jon
Jon
C.
Feinauer
DDS
JonC.
C.Feinauer
FeinauerDDS
DDS
T HE A R T IS IN T HE D E TA IL S
TTHHEE AARRTT I ISS I N
E TEAT IALISL S
I N T TH HE ED D

A "verification card" is a Green Dot prepaid debit card. He told her to buy one
of these at drug stores or grocery stores
put $800 on the card and bring it to the
Court House. That's when she suspected
it was a scam and hung up.

The scammer was convincing, saying the
call was being recorded for verification.
He behaved like you would expect a
police officer to act and sounded as if he
had law enforcement experience.
We have found six other neighbors
in the Hill were called by this
impersonator. He told one woman
she was considered a “flight risk”
so the “Warrant Officer” would only
accept a verification card from her.
After trying to do some detective
work of her own she also decided it
was a scam and did not give anyone
money. No deputy came to her door
to arrest her!
Who to report to:
Hang up and call the Grand Rapids
Police Department at 456-3400. Tell
them you want to be connected to
the Fraud Unit. Leave a message at
that unit.  Please call me at the Heritage
Hill office too so we can keep track
of the cases. Some people report that
the GRPD is not taking reports of this
and directs people to call the phone
company or the “feds”.  Insist on making
a report!  Tell them HH Association told
you to! You may be asked to file a verbal
or on-line report over the phone and
that is fine.

CHANTICLEER

Monday, April 13, 2015 – 7:30 p.m.
Hailed by the New Yorker magazine as
“The world’s reigning male chorus,” This GRAMMY®
Award-winning vocal ensemble performs for the first
time at Park Church. Don’t miss it!
Tickets: $29 Advance / $34 At the Door
Student: $19 Advance / $24 At the Door (Under 18 ID)
First (Park) Congregational Church
10 East Park Place NE
Grand Rapids, MI 49503
616-459-3203
www.parkchurchgr.org

Trash, Trash and 4 months of Trash -

Let’s All Pitch In to Clean-up in Heritage Hill

Trash, Trash
and 4 months of Did
Trash - you
As the snow disappears, 4 months of trash
is showing.
Clean-up in Heritage Hill
know that any trash that washes through our street grates,
As the snow recedes, 4 months of trash is
goes directly into the Grand River?  Storm
sewers
have
showing.
Did you know
that anyno
trash that
washes through our street grates, goes
filtration so whatever flows down our streets
and
into
the
directly into the Grand River! Storm sewers
have no filtration
so whatever
grates, keeps flowing directly into the river.
Please
pitchflows
indown
and
our streets and into the grates, keeps flowing
directly exercise
into the river. Webending,
all need to pitch in
help clean up our neighborhood! It is great
and clean up our neighborhood! Please get some great exercise bending, stooping and stashing
stooping and stashing trash in whatevertrashreceptacle
youyoucan
carry
--fornot
onlybutfor
in whatever receptacle
can carry
-- not only
our streets
for ourour
river
namesake.
streets but for our river too.
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Board Notes
Discussion at the January Heritage Hill
Association Board Meeting included:
Short presentation by Grand Rapids
Public Schools’ new neighborhood/
community liaison, Kyle Pray.  One of
his main objectives is to reconnect/
re-energize the ties between schools
and neighborhoods - pushing for
more community outreach through
neighborhood organizations and
groups.
Staff Reports:
•

•

Winter-Troutwine •
Associates, Inc.
Preservation
Architecture &
Planning

•
•

•

Winter-Troutwine
Associates, Inc.
Preservation
Architecture &
Planning
-

Grand RapidsAssociates,
Michigan
49506
Winter-Troutwine
Inc.
616-822-9491
Grand
Rapids Michigan 49506
616-822-9491
voice
jim@winter-troutwine.com
jim@winter-troutwine.com

RESIDENTIAL AND COMMERCIAL DESIGN SERVICES
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Talked briefly about 201, 209
College NE.  Owners have met or
satisfied most house and property
code violations.
HQ on State Street is thriving. Jan
says reports from organization say
the intended audience has found
the new location and it is being
used.
345 State Street construction going
strong and a July 2015 opening is
still planned.
Stuyvesant Apartments are quiet.
The opening of Pleasant Park was
mentioned as one of the city’s
many highlighted achievements of
2014 by the mayor in his state of
the city report.
Search continues for a grocery
business for the Wealthy/Division
block (ICCF’s long term director
Jonathan Bradford is retiring in
September 2015. It would be a
great send-off to have a grocer
interested before he leaves).

Board members broke up into liaison
groups with old and new members
finding their niche, electing committee
chairpersons and setting up later
meetings (off-line) to discuss Board
Goals and Objectives for the 2015 year.  

Action Item: Community Development
Block Grant FY:2016 - Approval sought
to submit request for continued
funding. Approved unanimously by
board.
Action Item:  Heritage Hill Association
Legacy Fund – Recommended by the
HHA Finance Committee:
Provides long-term funding of the
association; Covers many forms of
donations including, but not limited
to, cash. A minimum fund balance of
$25,000 must be achieved before the
association can begin using interest
earned from fund. The intention is to

Free Home Ticket for all Tour volunteers!
grow the fund; Idea is to give friends
of Heritage Hill a chance to gift the
neighborhood through a long-term
fund; Next steps involve getting the
legacy fund policy in place, setting the
structure necessary to facilitating fund
growth and then marketing the fund to
the public/potential donors. Motion
to establish the HHA Legacy Fund
approved unanimously by board.

Sign up to work a shift today. Call the HHA office at 459-8950
or email heritage@heritagehillweb.org. with your preferred
day and shift time.

Discussion at the February Heritage Hill
Association Board Meeting included:

A Proven History in Heritage Hill.
A Proven History in Heritage Hill.

Presentation of a Michigan Street
Corridor update/overview by cochairs Suzanne Schulz and (with
additional commentary by) Craig
Nobbelin.  Process involved input
from a 35-person steering committee
and started with observations of the
left hand turn from Michigan onto
northbound College Ave toward the 196
expressway. That got the ball rolling
on the entire stretch of Michigan from
downtown east to the East Beltline.
Currently the neighborhoods impacted
the most are the Belknap and Midtown
areas.  Suzanne says the goal is not
to eliminate congestion throughout
the area, but to reduce and present
ways to deal with the congestion. The
increase in housing density will only
intensify the congestion. They are
looking to create a field of choices
both in mode of transportation and
in pattern of movement.  Suzanne
also states the project is very strongly
based on economy and the live-work
relationship rapidly building on and
near the corridor. She recounted some
of the building projects going on along
the corridor as well as the adjoining
Belknap area wanting to retain a
neighborhood plan even in the face of
hospital and GVSU investment in the
area. Some interesting statistics include
such findings as these:  less than 3% of
Spectrum’s employees live in the near
neighborhood, only about 6% of GVSU/
GRCC faculty/staff/students live in near
neighborhood. New residents moving
in comprised of young, singles, childless
couples and empty nesters.  Also, there
is a big demand for the market-rate
apartments.  Approximately 1500
additional housing units are on track
for construction downtown in the next
two years.
Suzanne says more townhouse and

(Continued on page 14)

Home Tour Shifts:
Saturday, May 16: 10:30 am. to 2:30 pm. or 2:00 pm. to 5:30 pm.
Sunday, May 27: 11:30 am. to 3:30 pm. or 3:00 pm. to 6:30 pm.

Liz and Todd have a successful history of helping our
neighbors
buy
andasell
houses,history
condosof
and
income
Liz and Todd
have
successful
helping
our
properties buy
in Heritage
neighbors
and sellHill.
houses, condos and income
properties in Heritage Hill.
Call either of us today to discuss your options in the
current
realofestate
market.
Call
either
us today
to discuss your options in the
current real estate market.

Opening
Opening
Doors
Doors
for You!
for You!
Liz Klinzing (616) 292-5173
Liz Klinzing
Todd
Theisen(616)
(616)292-5173
427-6189
Todd
Theisen
(616)
427-6189
www.HomeInGR.com
www.HomeInGR.com
630 Kenmoor SE, Suite 101
Grand Rapids, Michigan 49546
630 Kenmoor SE, Suite 101
Grand Rapids,
49546
EachMichigan
Keller Williams
Office is independently owned and operated.
Each Keller Williams Office is independently owned and operated.

Working Hard for

Heritage
Hill
and the city of Grand Rapids

Connect at blissformayor.org,
facebook or call 889-1277

Coffee with Bliss:
Thursday, April 9 at noon
at Wealthy Bakery
Tuesday, May 5 at noon
at Kitchen 67

Paid for by Bliss for Mayor
P.O. Box 3655 | Grand Rapids | 49503
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Board Notes (Cont’d from pg 13)
small apartment buildings are needed
to provide infill and to soften the
transition/depth of development from
institution to residential both north
and south of the main artery. Need
to get people who use the corridor
daily to explore different modes of
transportation: walking, biking, bus ...
and incentivize the process to make
choices easier.

Short presentation by Anna Jose of
Bethany Christian Services regarding
refugee and immigrant foster care
needs in the Grand Rapids area. Help
needed integrating young people into
our culture. To help would involve
a prospective family’s orientation,
certification, etc. . . about a 6-month
process. The need is real and crucial.
The office of refugee resettlement

has processed many children, mostly
orphaned from gang wars or
similar warfare, and refers them to
the many services throughout the U.S.
including BCS.

Action Item: Gift Acceptance Policy
drafted by the HHA Finance Committee
in conjunction with the Legacy Fund.
This procedural item/policy was passed
unanimously.
Staff Reports:
Brief discussion about the city’s 311
call number and its use for city services.
This is not to be confused with the 911
number. Barb also reported people in
the neighborhood are helping paint
over graffiti (even in winter).
Committee/Liaison Reports:
Administrative – Jim Payne, president,

Specializing in both Residential &
Commercial Remodeling since 1985

616.874.6110 | morrisbuildersinc.com
143 Courtland | Rockford, MI 49341

discussed meeting with GRCC and two
properties in/near the neighborhood
that may see changes. One being the
Lettinga house at the northwest corner
of College and Fulton (GRCC not using
at all) and the other being the sport
field/track to the east of Spectrum,
between Lyon and Crescent (GRCC
no longer has a football team or use
for the field).  There are no planned
developments at this time.
Fundraising – Home Tour 2015 going
well, recruiting for 2016 ongoing,
pushing to scheduling some for 2017
already.

Community Involvement – Looking
at welcoming/stewardship activities.
How are people living and participating
in the neighborhood. The welcoming
portion will be looking at getting more
neighbors involved - having block
reps welcome new neighbors. The
education arm of this committee will
be communicating happenings at the
Central campus planning process.
Land Use Issues – Objective is to
support and facilitate communication
of issues. To that objective, members
are serving as a link to Historic
Preservation Commission; Monitoring
parks and safety; Involvement on State
Street, etc.
Neighbors are welcome to attend
monthly Board meetings. The HHA
Board meets at 7:00 p.m. on the third
WEDNESDAY of every month at the
Mercy Health Saint Mary’s campus,
Hauenstein Center, 220 Cherry SE,
1 Community Room (main floor, turn
left at the first hall and first room on
your left). There is a possibility that the
meeting location would need to change
so please call the office (459-8950) or
visit the website (www.heritagehillweb.
org) to confirm the exact meeting room.

If you would like an item placed on
the Board agenda, please call the HHA
office at 459-8950 before 4:00 p.m. of
the second WEDNESDAY of the month.
If you would like to address the Board
regarding an agenda item, public
comment is taken at the beginning of
each meeting. For non- agenda items,
public comment is taken at the end of
each meeting. Typically, Board meetings
run from 7:00 p.m. until 8:30 p.m.
If you would like to receive monthly
Board agendas via email, please
email us your request (heritage@
heritagehillweb.org).
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Give a shift for Home Tour and
Get a Free Ticket
May 16 and 17, 2015
Please volunteer to work a 3.5 or 4 hour shift and you will get a free Tour ticket!

Saturday, May 16:
Sunday, May 17:

Home Tour Shifts:
10:30 am. to 2:30 pm. or 2:00 pm. to 5:30 pm.
11:30 am. to 3:30 pm. or 3:00 pm. to 6:30 pm.

PLEASE CALL or EMAIL:
The HHA office at 459-8950 or heritage@heritagehillweb.org with your preferred day and shift
time. Office hours are Mon-Thursday 9 am - 5 pm; an answering machine is available for
after-hours messages.

Here is your secret for getting everything
done and still having time for what you love

Bonded & Insured
Organization | Bookkeeping | Home Sitting
Errand Running | Event Planning

517.230.6306

It’s not good because it’s old, it’s old because it’s good.

$20 off your
first 2 hours

www.CarriageTradeConcierge.com
No matter who you
are or where you are
on life’s journey, you
are welcome here!
Worship with us
Sunday at 10:30am
Located in the heart
of downtown, next to
Veterans Park and the
Public Library

The team at Midtown Craftsmen takes pride in delivering solid craftsmanship

An Open and
Affirming Congregation

value to our customers homes and businesses.

First Park Congregational Church
United Church of Christ
10 East Park Place NE
Grand Rapids, MI 49503

616 - 459 - 3203
www.parkchurchgr.org

while incorporating the latest innovations to bring enjoyment, function, and

616 . 24 5 . 5 970 | w w w.mtc r es tor at ion.com
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We remember

Carmody
Carmody
Painting
Painting
Carmody
Painting
616-443-0406
616-443-0406
carmodypainting.com

Carmody
Painting

carmodypainting.com

Carmody
Painting

carmodypainting.com

Carmody
Painting

Interior & Exterior
Residential & Commercial
carmodypainting.com
Fully Insured
carmodypainting.com
EPA Lead Certified
Quality Craftsmanship at Competitive Rates

Tom Shephard, our neighbor on
the 400 block of Paris SE. Tom or
‘Shep’, as many called him, and his
dog Lola, were an inseparable pair
often seen walking in the south end
of the Hill. Tom and his wife Kris have
lived on Paris SE for about seven
years. On February7, Tom tragically
drowned while kayaking on the
Rogue River. Neighbors rallied quickly
to comfort Kris and to help take care
of Lola. Our condolences go out to
Tom’s family and friends.

616-443-0406

carmodypainting.com

Plant Health Care
Plant Health Care
Pruning
Removals
Pruning
Cabling
& Bracing
Removals
Tree
Fertilization
Cabling
& Bracing
Insect/Disease
Tree Fertilization
Control
• Insect/Disease
• IPM Programs
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Control
• IPM
Programs
Brian
McKenzie

ISA Certified Arborist

Brian McKenzie

1-877-BARTLETT
ISA
Certified Arborist
616-245-9449
www.bartlett.com
1-877-BARTLETT
$2 616-245-9449
off grooming services

www.bartlett.com

RE-ELECT RUTH

Cats Vs Dogs

Pet Grooming Salon
36 Grand Ave NE |Grand Rapids MI 49503

2nd Ward City Commissioner
rkelly@grcity.us 616.238.9370
Paid for by The Committee to Elect Ruth Kelly | 940 Monroe NW Suite 219
Grand Rapids MI 49503 | Grand Rapids | MI | 49503
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Check us out on Facebook.

616-233-0776

1100 S. Division
Grand Rapids, MI 49507
(616) 241-2601
www.homerepairservices.org

APRIL 2015


Monday
12:30 - 2:30 pm
Women Only
Classes

Martes
11 am - 12 pm
Asuntos de
Dinero

Tuesday
6:30 - 7:30 pm
Money Matters

http://www.homerepairservices.org/fit-itschool
6
You can do this!
Home Repair &
Maintenance #1
13
You can do this!
Home Repair &
Maintenance #2

Saturday
10 am - 12 pm
Home
Maintenance

Saturday
10 am - 11:30 pm
Landscaping

4

4

Rookie Renovators:
Drywall /Plaster Repair

Class #1
What do I do first?

11
7
7
Rookie Renovators:
El Efectivo es Rey– Cash is King– Making
Cabinet Installation
Hacer que el dinero Your Money Work for
You
trabaje para usted

11

14
Domando al tigre–
manejando su
crédito

18
14
Rookie Renovators:
Taming the Tiger–
Ceramic, Glass &
Managing Your Credit
Stone Tile

18

21

21

25
Rookie Renovators:
Cabinet Installation

25

Insurance

Foreclosure

2
Rookie Renovators:
Flooring

Aseguranza

28

28
Foreclosure

Class #2
Plant Selection

Class #3
Curb Appeal

Class #4
Looking Ahead Maintenance



Now get the video instruction you need 24/7
Monday
Martes
Tuesday
Saturday
Saturday
@ http://www.homerepairservices.org/diycatalog
12:30 - 2:30 pm 11 am - 12 pm
6:30 - 7:30 pm
10 am - 12 pm
10 am - 11:30 pm
Asuntos
Money
Matters
Homeof scheduleLandscaping
Women
Onlyare FREE
All Classes
and de
open to the
public.
To request a copy
by email,
contact jjordan@homerepairservices.org
Dinero
Maintenance
Classes
Heritage Hill Assoc. 4.75x4.25 ad.pdf
1
2/1/14
9:48 AM

Remember Heritage
Hill Property
Owners:
6
7

4
Rookie Renovators:
Drywall /Plaster Repair

4
Class #1
What do I do first?

11
7
11
There is a CityYou
Preservation
Ordinance
Class #2
El Efectivo es Rey– Cash is King– Making Rookie Renovators:
can do this!
Cabinet Installation
Repair
&
Plant Selection
Hacer que el dinero Your Money Work for
that governs allHome
exterior
changes,
#1
You
trabaje para usted
repairs and/orMaintenance
additions to Heritage
Hill properties. Call the Grand Rapids
18
13
14
18
Historic Preservation
Commission14
at
Rookie Renovators:
Domando al tigre–
Taming the Tiger–
Class #3
You can do on
this!
456-3451 for information
approvals.
Ceramic, Glass &
manejando su
Home Repair &
Managing Your Credit
Curb Appeal
You can accessMaintenance
the application
Stone Tile
crédito
#2 form
at the City’s website, www.ci.grandrapids.mi.us at the
21
25
21
25
Planning Department
Aseguranza
Insurance
Class #4
Rookie Renovators:
section or at the
Cabinet Installation
Looking Ahead Maintenance
Heritage
Hill Association’s
28
28
2
Whether
you’re in the market to buy or sell your home,
www.heritagehillweb.
Foreclosure
Foreclosure
Rookie
Renovators:
take advantage
org. This ordinance
Flooring of Grand Rapids #1 Residential Retail
applies to all exterior
Real Estate Team – the Griffin Properties Team.
changes, repairs, and/
Now get the video
instruction
you need
Call for
a free consultation
today 24/7
.
or additions to your
@ http://www.homerepairservices.org/diycatalog
home and property.
Items such as doors
PEOPLE.
HONEST COMMUNICATION.
All Classes are FREE and open to the public. To requestREAL
a copy
of schedule
by email,
and windows including
PROFESSIONAL NEGOTIATION. OUTSTANDING RESULTS.
storms, yard structures,
contact jjordan@homerepairservices.org
driveway and sidewalk
griffinproperties.net
630 Kenmoor SE, Suite 101
approaches, and fences
Grand Rapids, MI 49546
do need HPC approvals.

#1 IN

RESIDENTIAL
REAL ESTATE
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Heritage Hill Association
126 College SE
Grand Rapids, MI 49503

Neighborhood Improvement & Public Safety
organizing efforts of the Heritage Hill
Association are in part funded by the City
of Grand Rapids' Community Development
Block Grant Programs.

Be part of the Tour action!

Classifieds
AFFORDABLE CLEANING - $15 OFF (mention this ad) Home or Office. Experienced.
SAVE MONEY. We also do Construction
Cleanup and Painting. Call 616.717.2651.

ANTIQUE ARMOIRE with Bakelite handles,
$150. Antique Jacobean style twin bed set
with dresser and mirror and bureau. $1800.
Call Julie or John at 456.9109.

ATTENTION
GARDENERS!

A Heritage Hill Neighborhood Grocery.
All The Right Ingredients, For All The Right Occasions.

7 days a week - 8am to Midnight (616) 459-0911

VISIT OUR DELI FOR HOMEMADE PREPARED FOODS
200 Union NE GR, MI 49503 - Next door to Nantucket Bakery
18

Neighbors are launching a Heritage Hill
Garden Club, all levels of experience
welcome!  You are invited to attend
an informational kick-off meeting
on Tuesday, April 14 at 7 pm at the
home of Karen Coy, 447 College Ave
SE.  Please RSVP to kcoy@yahoo.com
or call 805-4681 for more information,
or to be added to the mailing list to be
notified of future meetings.

