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126 College S.E.
Grand Rapids, MI 49503
616-459-8950    Fax: 616-459-2409
Hours: 9 am - 5 pm, Mon. - Thurs.
Voicemail available for after-hours messages.
EMAIL:  heritage@heritagehillweb.org
WEBSITE:  www.heritagehillweb.org

Purpose:
The purpose of the Heritage Hill Association is to 
provide neighbors a way of collectively building a 
healthy, historically preserved community in which 
people can  live and  work in a secure and stable 
environment.

Office Staff:
Jan Earl, Executive Director
Barb Lester,  Crime Prevention Organizer
Maria Zache, Administrative Assistant
Wilhelmina Daniels, Afternoon Receptionist

The Heritage Hill Association Board of Directors
President
**Jim Payne, 27 College NE, (H) 454-2367
Vice President
*Kate Diedrich, 536 Prospect SE, (H) 451-9211
Treasurer 
*Mary Robinson, 220 Union SE, (H) 459-2119
Secretary
*Mark Hutchison, 38 Prospect SE, (c) 312-502-6300

*Peter Albertini, 540 Prospect SE, (C) 291-3758
**Deb Bryker, 6601 36th Av, Hudsonville 49426, (H) 669-6754
*Suzanne DeHaan, 573 Prospect SE,  (H) 742-0451
*Stephanie Eckley, 533 Gladstone SE
*Tansy Harris, 537 Prospect SE, Apt. 3
*Todd Hoort, 135 Lafayette NE
**Vicki Hudson, 250 Morris SE, (W) 234-4206
*Stephanie Kolbe, 334 State SE, 248-787-0961
*Marie Koster, 553 Paris SE, (C) 322-9856
*Charles Roelofs, 572 College SE, (C) 446-2730
*Deanna Smith, 346 Morris SE, (C) 295-3223

* 1st Term
** 2nd Term

The Heritage Hill Association Board of Directors meets 
at 7 pm the third Wednesday of each month at the 
Hauenstein Center - H1 Community Room at Mercy 
Health Saint Mary’s.  The meeting is open to the public.

The Heritage Hill Foundation Board of Trustees
Chairman
Barbara L. Roelofs, 227 College SE, 459-0091
James Booth Burr, Jr., 1244 Lake Drive SE, 458-1246
Sam Cummings, 15 Ionia SW, 458-5235
George Dennis, 2685 Cascade Springs Dr., 456-9353
Rebecca Smith Hoffman, 454-5373
Jim James, 3082 Thornapple River Dr. SE, 949-8484
Milt Rohwer, 30 College SE, #64, 235-7528

Heritage Hill Association Committee Chairs
Block Rep: Barb Lester, 459-8950
Garden Tour: Kate Diedrich, (H) 451-9211
Finance:   Mary Robinson, (H) 459-2119
Newsletter:   Jan Earl, 459-8950
Pledge Drive: Jackie Taylor, (H) 942-5941 
Preservation: Jaime Misner, (H) 454-3309 
Traffic and Mike Clark, (C) 644-6453
      Parking: Barb Lester, (W) 459-8950
Zoning: Craig Nobbelin, 458-0471
Home Tour: Marie Koster, (C) 322-9856
Staffing: Sue Karsen, 455-1223
Distribution: Don Rietema, 776-1716
Publicity: Jan Earl, 459-8950

The Heritage Herald - Circulation 4,800
The Heritage Herald is published by the Heritage Hill 
Association Board of Directors six times a year (bi-monthly).  
The views and opinions expressed are not necessarily 
those of the Board of Directors. We reserve the right to 
edit.  Address correspondence to The Heritage Herald, 126 
College SE, Grand Rapids, MI 49503.

Typography & Printing:  Storr Printing Services, Inc.

The Heritage Hill Association
Heritage Hill Heritage Hill 

Land uses continue to command center 
stage these days in Heritage Hill. There was 
a lengthy article in the last Herald and here 
are updates. 
•	 The City Commission approved the 

recommended language for short 
term rentals throughout the City as 
submitted by its task force. There are 
200 licenses available for this type of 
use and are now available. Contact 
the City Clerk’s office or go to: http://
grcity.us/city-clerk/Documents/
LiquorLicenseWStateForm.pdf

•	 The State Street Corridor Area 
Specific Plan has been updated 
per the City’s request. A zoning 
implementation chapter has been 
added so that there is a way to enforce 
the plan’s goals. Thanks to Mike 
Clark, Craig Nobbelin, Vicki Hudson 
and Mark Hutchison for drafting 
this final chapter of the plan. It is 
now proceeding through formal City 
approvals.

•	 The amazing renovation of the 
Stuyvesant was finalized and unveiled 
at a ribbon cutting ceremony in 
September. This great work of the 
owner, Eagle Point Development, and 
supported by an array of City, State and 
Federal programs, shows due respect 
for the building and all of its residents. 
Thank You!

•	 Big changes for 345 State Street have 
started. It was a great sight to see this 
development in progress at the ribbon 
cutting ceremony of the Stuyvesant 
renewal. The reality of Re-State is 
beginning. The restoration of 540 
Cherry SE is amazing; HQ at 320 State 
Street has hired an Executive Director 
and will open in late fall.

•	 Further down the road, the old public 
museum building could eventually see 
the high schoolers of the new GRPS 
Museum School. This school will 
start with 6-graders at the downtown 
museum in 2015 but plans are to 
expand it to a 6-12th grade school. 

•	 A planning process will get started 
this fall for the Central Campus. This 
campus is part of the DDA now and 
we will be gathering neighbors to 
interact with designing new traffic 
patterns and visioning a new use of the 
space available once the old City High 
building comes down in 2016.

•	 In August, the HHA Board supported 
ICCF’s plan to move 406 Lafayette SE 

to a lot they own at 540 Lafayette SE. 
This is another step in preparing for 
the full development of the Prospect, 
Wealthy, Lafayette corner. There will 
be a planning process with neighbors 
when the design phase begins. That will 
happen once funding can be assembled 
for this mixed-use development. 

•	 A special use approval has been filed by 
owners of 44 Lafayette NE (the Philo-
Fuller) for use as a 7-unit residential 
condo building. The public hearing will 
be before the Planning Commission in 
early November and the Association’s 
Zoning committee is beginning its 
review of this request.

•	 Recovery Road ,  a group living 
arrangement for recovering alcoholics, 
has opened two houses in Heritage Hill. 
The US Supreme Court ruled in the 
mid-90’s that people of like afflictions 
are a protected class and thus group 
living is considered a single family. 
Neighbors will be meeting with the 
owners to discuss management of the 
homes.

•	 The Michigan Corridor Plan remains 
in final editing but should be unveiled 
shortly. 

***
I’m somewhat surprised that no blocks 
in Heritage Hill have begun surveying for 
residential permit parking. Just want to 
throw that out there that the ordinance 
is in place if 3 contiguous blocks want to 
pursue a permit parking system. Call HHA, 
459-8950, if there is interest. 

***
A big shout out to the Heritage Hill Home 
Tour Steering Committee. The line-up for 
2015 is all set. That has never happened this 
early and is a welcome relief. So you don’t 
have to avoid committee members for fear 
of being asked to open your home. Oops ... 
should not be so cavalier; they are recruiting 
for the 2016 Tour and beyond! Thanks to all.

***
Congratulations go out to Heritage Hill’s 
own Julie LaGrand, who won the fresh-
man category at the 2014 National Braille 
Challenge held in Los Angeles earlier this 
summer. Julie is not new to the winner 
stage as she has won twice in her 4 years 
of competing in the Challenge. Great job!

***
Get out in the Fall sun and kick some leaves.  

Jan Earl
Executive Director
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 7 days a week - 8am to Midnight (616) 459-0911

200 Union NE GR, MI 49503  -  Next door to Nantucket Bakery
VISIT OUR DELI FOR HOMEMADE PREPARED FOODS

All The Right Ingredients, For All The Right Occasions.

A Heritage Hill Neighborhood Grocery.

It is Your Turn to Serve on the Heritage 
Hill Association Board of Directors

The call is out for candidates -- young, 
mature, new or not so new; tenants or 
homeowners! It is your turn to seek 
election to the HHA Board. Five seats are 
open for the annual election that takes 
place at the Holiday Potluck and Annual 
Meeting on December 2, 2014. (Save that 
date on your calendar). The Board terms 
are for 3 years that begin on January 1, 
2015 and end December 31, 2017.

The absolute deadline for 
submitting your candidacy is 
November 1, 2014. This slate 
will appear along with a brief 
statement from each candidate in 
the November/December Herald. 
(The HHA Bylaws state that Board 
candidates need to submit their 
candidacy to the office 30 days 
before the annual meeting.) 

To serve, 
Board 
members 
must be 
residents 
of the 
Heritage Hill 
neighborhood 
or be paid 
non-resident 

members. It is also helpful to have been 
somewhat active in Association activities, 
committees or neighborhood block clubs, 
but this is not a requirement to serve 
on the Board. The duties of Association 
Board members include:

•	 Monthly Board Meetings - the 
third Wednesday of the month - 
approximately 2 hours long - 7:00 
pm to 9:00 pm.

•	 Chairing or active participation 
on a HHA committee - monthly 
or quarterly meetings.  Some 
committees such as Tour demand 
more of a time commitment.

•	 Attendance at HHA sponsored events 
- i.e. Tour, fund-raising, and social 
events.

•	 Actively representing your neighbors 
to the Board.

•	 Actively representing the Board to 
your neighbors.

The Board wants and needs active 
leadership in the organization and 
representation from the entire 
neighborhood. If that’s not enough, 
there are treats at all meetings! If you or 
someone you know wants to serve (please 
obtain their permission), please call the 
Association office at 459-8950 or email to 
heritage@heritagehillweb.org.

 

Here is your secret for getting everything 

done and still having time for what you love 

 

517.230.6306                       
$20 off your  

first 2 hours 

Organization | Bookkeeping | Home Sitting 

Errand Running | Event Planning 

www.CarriageTradeConcierge.com 

Bonded & Insured 
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Historic Building Restoration 
Residential & Institutional 

616-454-9337
www.grandriverbuilders.comwww.grandriverbuilders.com

BY GEORGES BIZET

OCT 31-NOV 1, 2014
DEVOS HALL
7:30PM 

 
TICKETS START AT $25
STUDENT TICKETS $5

616.451.2741 EXT. 2 
TICKETMASTER

OPERAGR.ORG

CARMEN
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carmodypainting.com

616-443-0406

carmodypainting.com

Carmody
Painting

Carmody
Painting

Interior & Exterior
Residential & Commercial

Fully Insured
EPA Lead Certified

Quality Craftsmanship at Competitive Rates

carmodypainting.com

616-443-0406

carmodypainting.com

Carmody
Painting

Carmody
Painting

carmodypainting.com

616-443-0406

carmodypainting.com

Carmody
Painting

Carmody
Painting

griffinproperties.net
630 Kenmoor SE, Suite 101 

Grand Rapids, MI 49546

REAL PEOPLE.  HONEST COMMUNICATION. 
PROFESSIONAL NEGOTIATION. OUTSTANDING RESULTS.  

#1 IN 
RESIDENTIAL 
REAL ESTATE 

Whether you’re in the market to buy or sell your home, 
take advantage of Grand Rapids #1 Residential Retail 
Real Estate Team – the Griffin Properties Team.

Call for a free consultation today                         .

Heritage Hill Assoc. 4.75x4.25 ad.pdf   1   2/1/14   9:48 AM

You Can’t Park in Bike Lanes
There’s a new ordinance in town that makes it illegal to park in 
bike lanes. Tickets will begin being written on offenders in late 
October. The City Commission passed the ordinance to clarify 
language so that the GR Police can begin writing tickets.

Be forwarned.

 
• Plant Health Care 
• Pruning 
• Removals 
• Cabling & Bracing 
• Tree Fertilization 
• Insect/Disease 

Control 
• IPM Programs 
 

 Brian McKenzie 
  ISA Certified Arborist 

 
   1-877-BARTLETT 
        616-245-9449 
     www.bartlett.com 
 

 

 
• Plant Health Care 
• Pruning 
• Removals 
• Cabling & Bracing 
• Tree Fertilization 
• Insect/Disease 

Control 
• IPM Programs 
 

 Brian McKenzie 
  ISA Certified Arborist 

 
   1-877-BARTLETT 
        616-245-9449 
     www.bartlett.com 
 

 

Please remember us when your 
apartment needs renters. Your 
dollars not only find you tenants 
but also support the programs of 
the Heritage Hill Association!

You can list your apartment right 
at the website or stop by the HHA 
office. We welcome you!

Heritage Hill Apartment Rental and
Home Sales Listings
All sizes and prices --
Spread the word!!!

RENTHERITAGEHILLWEB.ORG
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Cats Vs Dogs
Pet Grooming Salon

36 Grand Ave NE |Grand Rapids MI 49503

       Check us out on Facebook.

616-233-0776

$2 off grooming services Exp 12/1/2014

Visit us at our New Location

T H E  A R T  I S  I N  T H E  D E TA I L S

Juli S. Wemmer DDS, FAGD

Jon C. Feinauer  DDS

455 Cherry Street, SE    
Grand Rapids, MI 49503

P 616.458.8593
F 616.458.0738
www.stonecastledentistry.com

STONECASTLE
DENTISTRY

T H E  A R T  I S  I N  T H E  D E TA I L S

Juli S. Wemmer DDS, FAGD

Jon C. Feinauer  DDS

455 Cherry Street, SE    
Grand Rapids, MI 49503

P 616.458.8593
F 616.458.0738
www.stonecastledentistry.com

STONECASTLE
DENTISTRY
T H E  A R T  I S  I N  T H E  D E TA I L S

Juli S. Wemmer DDS, FAGD

Jon C. Feinauer  DDS

455 Cherry Street, SE    
Grand Rapids, MI 49503

P 616.458.8593
F 616.458.0738
www.stonecastledentistry.com

STONECASTLE
DENTISTRY

First Park Congregational Church
United Church of Christ

10 East Park Place NE
Grand Rapids, MI 49503

616 - 459 - 3203
www.parkchurchgr.org

No matter who you 
are or where you are 
on life’s journey, you 
are welcome here!

Worship with us
 Sunday at 10:30am

Located in the heart 
of downtown, next to 
Veterans Park and the 

Public Library

An Open and
Affirming Congregation

Cell  616.498.2004
bob@bestwaywindowcleaning.com

windows 
commercial • residential

insured • bonded

ROBERT  I. DANIELS

P.O. Box 68492
Grand Rapids MI 49508
Fax  616.827.8828 
Phone 616.827.8473

PARTNERING
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There will be a proposed dedicated 
veterans millage on the election ballot 
this November 4.  The millage is dedicated 
and can be used only for veterans services 
in Kent County.  The proposed millage is 
limited to a specific period (eight years) 

November Ballot Proposal
and will cost a property owner $2.50 for 
each $100,000 of market value (.05 mills).

The supporting ballot committee (Citizens 
Supporting Kent county Veterans) 
reports the millage will be used to meet 

emergency service needs, provide better 
transportation to medical appointments 
and to improve assistance to veterans 
applying for benefits from the Veterans 
Administration.

The all-volunteer ballot committee 
has a Facebook page and a website 
(kentcountyvets.com) which provides 
more information and opportunities to 
assist this grassroots effort to secure a 
successful vote in November.

Huge thanks to our 
recent Heritage 
Hill Association 
contributors: 
Bob and Julie Connors
Mark T. Dykstra
Stephanie Gerdes
John and Patricia LaGrand
Chris and Tom Truesdale
Westminster Presbyterian Church

In Memory of
      Esther Tanis Van Allsburg:
Mary Kramer
The Meyer May House

www.westminstergr.org
Sundays at 8:30a and 11:00a

Absolutely everyone
is welcome.

We don’t presume you to be 
Christian, we only hope to be 

Christian towards you.
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Remember Heritage 
Hill Property Owners:
There is a City Preservation Ordinance that 
governs all exterior changes, repairs and/or 
additions to Heritage Hill properties. Call the 
Grand Rapids Historic Preservation Commission 
at 456-3451 for information on approvals. You 
can access the application form at the City’s 
website, www.ci.grand-rapids.mi.us at the 
Planning Department section or at the Heritage
Hill Association’s www.heritagehillweb.org. 
This ordinance applies to all 
exterior changes, repairs, and/
or additions to your home and 
property.  Items such as doors 
and windows including storms, 
yard structures, driveway and 
sidewalk approaches, and 
fences do need HPC approvals.

Eagle Point Development 
unveiled its $12 million renovation 
of the Stuyvesant Apartments, 
401 Cherry SE, at a ribbon-cutting 
gathering on September 22, 2014.

Red Stone Equity Partners, Founders 
Bank & Trust, Michigan State Housing 
Development Authority (MSHDA), 
the Department of Housing & Urban 
Development (HUD) and the city of 
Grand Rapids joined the owners in 
the complicated financial packaging 
of this renovation. The result is an 
inviting, well-cared-for affordable 
housing complex. The development 
is certified as an Enterprise Green 
Community which means that green 
building strategies were used to 
protect the natural eco-system, to 
preserve natural resources and to 
protect the health of its residents.

We thank and congratulate the 
owners and residents on making 
much-needed and energy efficient 
improvements to this grand building. 
The 87 apartments are rented to low-
income residents through the federal 
government’s Section 8 Housing 
Assistance Program.

Tru-Trough
Seamless Half Round Gutter Supply

On-Site Fabrication for Contractors & Do-It-Yourselfers
'Chop & Drop'

269.806.1266
john.r.crookston@charter.net

7132 N. 23rd  Street
Kalamazoo, MI 49004

JOHN R. CROOKSTON

Bylsma Painting Company
Excellence since 1972

Rick Bylsma has given presentations to Historic Societies, Old House Expo 
events, and to the Michigan Historic Preservation Network.

Some of our projects:
 Frank Lloyd Wright/Meyer May – Steelcase – Grand Rapids, MI
 Frank Lloyd Wright Studio/Amberg home - Grand Rapids, MI
 Gibson Restaurant/Mangiamo’s - Grand Rapids, MI
 Voigt House – Grand Rapids Public Museum - Grand Rapids, MI
 Senator William Alden Smith Estate – Grand Rapids, MI
 Hackley and Hume Estate – Muskegon County Museum, MI
 St. Marks Church – Grand Rapids, MI
 First Methodist Church – Grand Rapids, MI
 Westminster Presbyterian Church – Grand Rapids, MI
 Reagan Marketing – Grand Rapids, MI
 Wealthy Street Theater – Grand Rapids, MI
 Graham Home – Lowell Museum, MI
 Women’s City Club – Grand Rapids, MI

No one in Michigan has more experience, expertise, or volume 
of projects in restoration painting.

616-308-8849
www.bylsmapainting.com

 
As you make your year-end to do list, please remember 

charitable contributions and your neighborhood 
association. If you have yet to submit your 2014 Pledge to 

the Heritage Hill Association, please put us on your list. 
We will put your money to good work right back into your 

neighborhood! Thank You! 
 

 

1) Rake the Leaves  
2) Clean the Garage  
3) Donate to HHA  

 

 

 



9

311 is the City’s new first stop for all non-
emergency City of Grand Rapids service 
questions, including; water service, 

property tax assessments, reports of 
potholes,  the Pay-as-You Throw refuse 
program and hundreds more.

 7 days a week - 7am to Midnight (616) 726-6609
208 Union NE GR, MI 49503  -  Next door to Martha’s Vineyard

Taste Something Great! Morning, Noon, & Night!

A Heritage Hill Neighborhood Bakery.

Dial One Number:
•	 Dial 311 from your cell phone or 

landline.
•	 In-person assistance is available at 

the City Hall Lobby at 300 Monroe 
Avenue NW

Live assistance:
•	 8 a.m. - 5 p.m., Monday to Friday 
•	 Online – visit 311.grcity.us 

from your laptop, computer or 
smartphone.

What if you are calling from outside 
the city limits and are unable to reach 
311:
•	 You can dial 616-456-3000.
•	 For TTY, call 616-456-3980 
                  
Aside from the efficiency of 311, just think 
of the impact on carpal tunnel syndrome!  
This new system will prevent all the 
wear and tear on our index fingers from 
punching in those long seven-digit phone 
numbers when calling the city.

We can dial 311 for almost every city 
government non-emergency request 
except if you are calling for police service.  
Dial 911 for emergencies.   And, for 
Police Non-Emergencies, call 456-3400 
when you would like police to come out 
for loud music type complaints.  Dial 
then then hit 1 for English and 1 again 
to ask for an officer.

What happens after you call 311: You 
will be assisted by a qualified customer 
service representative to help resolve 
your issue or provide the information 
needed. Upon completion of your call, you 
will be issued a service request number 
for tracking purposes. City departments 
will respond to all 311 service requests in 
the order in which they are received.  Your 
request will be logged into an advanced 
tracking system that will show city 
leadership how responsive departments 
are in their service delivery.

Prior to the new 311 system some service 
requests lingered on “lists” for a long 
time.  We recently filed an online 311 
(311.grcity.us) request and within 10 days 
two dead trees in Foster Park were cut 
down.  (One had been reported twice over 
the years).  This is a great improvement in 
customer service.  Give it a try and let us 
know how it works for you.   

FAQ (Frequently Asked Questions) 
about 311 is available on our website - 
heritagehillweb.org.

What is 311?  
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N eighborhood    Potpourri        by Barb Lester   

Where has all the crime gone?  Last May 
and June the neighborhood had a rise in 
the number of burglaries to about two per 
week on average. Some of the entry points 
were though open or unlocked doors and 
windows but a few were actual break-ins 
where a door was kicked in or a window 
forced open.  
In July, August and September the 
burglaries dipped to nearly nothing.  In 
August we had one home burglary at a 
vacant house in the south end.  Thefts 
from vehicles are down too.  These are 
generally a low-risk crime for the thief but 
costly for the owners.   
City-Wide Crime Stats indicate that most 
Grand Rapidians are enjoying the mid-
summer crime slump.  Burglaries dropped 
from 162 in May and June to 131 in July 
and August.  Vehicle break-ins/thefts 
dropped from 148 in May and June to 102 
during July and August.  Unfortunately, 
assaults rose from 491 between May and 
June to 527 in July and August.  
The arrest of one suspect can stop a mini-
crime wave.  More arrests would seem 
to be related to efficiency at the Grand 
Rapids Police Department and perhaps 
a citizenry that has been encouraged to 
report suspicious activity.  Keep up the 
great work!
Foster Park & State Street Clean-Up:  
Eleven Steelcase Corporation staff 

participated in United Way’s Day of 
Caring on September 12.  Shortly after 
they arrived they began a rejuvenation 
of a large bed of day lilies that were 
crammed into a 10x30 foot space at 
Foster Park. The lilies had multiplied so 
much over the years it was like a Kevlar 
vest of roots that only a nuclear weapon 
could break through.  We challenged 
the Steelcase workers to clean it out!  
With great relish, eleven workers 
furiously ripped into the flower bed and 
decimated stems, corms and roots. They 
transplanted rows of Peony bushes and 
Autumn Joy sedum to replace the lilies. 
Then we crossed the street to plant new 
mums, sedum and hostas in the little 
corner garden next to the Grand Rapids 
Downtown Market a.k.a. Clark’s at 
State and Madison SE.  They finished by 

weeding, trimming, edging and dumped 
all the yard waste before they put on their 
capes and flew away.  The intersection is 
ready for a glorious spring! 
Night-Out Picnic Re-cap:  We had threats 
of thunderstorms for a week but the day 
dawned bright and shiny.  Neighbors and 
volunteers gathered on the lawn behind 
Innovation Central to grill and mingle 
with friends old and new.  Thanks very 
much to our grill masters Mike Sak and 
George Pattock, and to Innovation 
Central’s ROTC who helped with the 
bounce house this year.  Thanks to the 
board members who organized the event 
this year! See photos of the fun evening.  
Next year Pleasant Park!
Be on the look-out:  Over the last year 
or so HHA has received reports about a 
group of pre-teens who are seen on foot 
or on bikes engaged in suspicious activity.  
A neighbor witnessed an incident of 
theft from a vehicle on the 600 block of 
Prospect SE but mostly the children have 
been seen hanging around prior to the 
crime being committed. 
In one recent case a bike was stolen from 
a porch on the 500 block of Morris SE 
and a young girl was found riding it with 
a group of several other girls and boys 
shortly after the theft.  Another bike was 
stolen from the bike rack at Pleasant Park 
in mid-September just after a group of 
pre-teens came to the park and then left.  
There have been other reports of kids on 
bikes or walking in the street creating a 
disturbance.  The activity occurs in the 
500 and 600 blocks between Lafayette 
and Union SE.  
HHA has requested that the North and 
South Team Police units keep watch for 
the children so their activities do not 
escalate to more serious incidents.  
Please watch for suspicious activity.  If 
you see any suspicious activity, always 
call the police 911 number to report that 
suspicious activity is “in progress” or that 
a crime just occurred.  Tell the call-taker 
what you think might be about to happen, 
(theft from a garage, car, porch, yard, etc.). 
Describe the clothing of the suspect(s) so 
police can identify suspects even if they 
are blocks away.
Free home and apartment security 
surveys are available to all who live in 
Heritage Hill.  Just give me a call at the 
Heritage Hill Association Office and we 
can set up an appointment (459-8950).  
Students especially should take advantage 
of this service!

Barb Lester, HHA Crime Prevention Organizer

A Proven History in Heritage Hill.

    Liz and Todd have a successful history of helping our   
    neighbors buy and sell houses, condos and income 
    properties in Heritage Hill.  

    Call either of us today to discuss your options in the 
    current real estate market.

Liz Klinzing (616) 292-5173
Todd Theisen (616) 427-6189

www.HomeInGR.com

Each Keller Williams Office is independently owned and operated.

630 Kenmoor SE, Suite 101
Grand Rapids, Michigan 49546

Opening 
Doors 
for You!

Steelcase Volunteers were super-
worker’s on our Foster Park Clean-Up!
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Leaves in the air and not 
on trees? Hours of back-

breaking rake work ahead? 
Prospect of using your 

weekend time for yard clean-
up not thrilling? We have 

your solution.
 
This Fall, the students of the 
Academy of Business, Leadership & 
Entrepreneurship @ Innovation Central 
(ABLE) will be holding the 1st Annual 
Rake-a-Thon. The students are offering 
raking services for your yard in order to 
beat the winter snow (and we know how 
sudden it can arrive). They are preparing 
their rakes, pulling on their gloves and 
bringing plenty of band-aids to soothe 
their inevitable blisters. It is a very simple 
model intended to allow you to enjoy a 
worry-free Fall season.
The funds raised will support the ABLE 
and the programs it provides students: 
DECA- a business marketing student 
competition; trip to China for the 
APEC Ministers Conference; marketing 
conference at the Palace of Auburn Hills to 
name a few. 
We ask that you pay the cost of the 
city’s Yard Waste Bags ($2.50/bag) 
used. Beyond that you pay what you 
feel the time and labor was worth to 
you. No questions asked.

We will begin taking reservations 
starting on September 15. We will take 
reservation requests up to October 3. 
We will provide services the first three 
weekends in October. (4-5, 11-12, and

          18-19). You can sign-up by emailing
                  Gideon Sanders, Director for
           Innovative Strategies and AP for
                        Innovation Central
                 at SandersG@grps.org and copy
                   Brenda Cook, the ABLE teacher 
                         at CookB@grps.org.

Thank you for continuing to support
the students at

 Innovation Central, GRPS
and moving our schools

from good to great.

6 16 . 2 4 5 . 5 9 7 0   |   w w w. m t c r e s t o r a t i o n . c o m 

The team at Midtown Craftsmen takes pride in delivering solid craftsmanship 

while incorporating the latest innovations to bring enjoyment, function, and 

value to our customers homes and businesses. 

It’s not good because it’s old, it’s old because it’s good.

    

The new 
urbanists 

Alverine and James Parker:
50+ years in the Hill!

Heritage Hill 
Association’s
28th National

Night Out Picnic

Kids Art!

Hot Brats!
Compliments of Mike Sak and George Pattock Innovation Central ROTC Volunteers! 

North End City Commissioners Bliss and Kelly!
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Discussion at the August, 2014 Heritage Hill 
Association Board Meeting included:

Public Comment:  Ryan Schmidt and Jan 
VanderWork, of the Inner City Christian 
Federation, presented proposed plans 
to move the house at 406 Lafayette SE to 
540 Lafayette SE. ICCF will present their 
plans soon to HPC and was seeking the 
support of HHA. The move will take an 

isolated house to a more fitting residential 
section of Lafayette. This move is needed to 
open the parcel for the yet-to-be-designed 
development of the former Little Jack’s 
property (south side of Wealthy, between 
Lafayette and Prospect). Considering a 
stated policy of the Heritage Hill Master 
Plan that supports appropriate infill on 
vacant parcels, the board voted unanimous 
support of the house move. The relocation 

will be improve the streetscape of the 500 
block of Lafayette SE  and improve the 
viability of the house itself. 
Treasurer’s Report:  Jan E. reported that 
all is on par for the budget, as the end of July.
Staff Reports:  Members were directed 
to Jan and Barb’s Staff Reports. Jan E. 
commented that the ribbon cutting 
ceremony for Pleasant Park was very 
organic, well-attended by all participating 
parties and a very jubilant event. There 
are kids in the park every single day. Barb 
L. highlighted her report, stating that 
burglaries are down of late and crime is 
very low citywide. Barb will be organizing a 
State Street Clean-up on Friday, September 
12th (with the United Way Day of Caring) 
and asked for volunteers to participate. 
Committee Liaison Reports:
Administrative – 
Fund Development / Finance:  Jim P. 
reported that the Finance Committee will be 
meeting on September 24th @ 5:30 p.m.
Institutional Liaisons – Jan E. reported 
the Downtown Development Authority 
includes the Central campus and that a 
planning process is soon to start on future 
campus development. This includes the 
demolition of the former City High building 
and a re-use of that space. The HHA Central 
Campus Network will be engaged in the 
planning process along with the broader 
neighborhood.
Nominating / Personnel:  Five seats will be 
open on the board at the end of the year and 
the nominating committee will begin work 
soon to fill the seats.
Land Use – Members were also directed to 
Jan and Barb’s staff reports. 
Parks – Friends of Grand Rapids Parks will 
be working with the city to convert the 
shallow pools at some parks to splash pads.
State Street / Michigan Corridor Planning 
-  Vicki H. reported that Jan E. and Craig 
Nobbelin had met with the Planning 
Department concerning the zoning 
implementation of the State Street Corridor 
Plan. Mike Clark is finalizing a new chapter 
for the Plan that outlines the zoning needs 
of the corridor per a meeting with Vicki, 
Craig, and Mark Hutchison. 
Vicki H. also may be attending future 
meetings of the Michigan Street Business 
Association.
Zoning – Vicki H. reported on the City 
Commission hearing of August 12th, 
concerning the short-term rentals/Bed and 
Breakfast ordinance; many voices were 
heard and that there may be compromise 
on two issues:  # of licenses per year 
and notification to neighbors. The City 
Commission will vote on the issue at the 
end of August.

Heritage Hill Dental
Family  •  Implant  •  Cosmetic

Mention our ad
and receive $50 off

new patient exam. 
 

www.heritagedentalgr.com                                            616.451.2336
255 Washington sE  •   suitE 4   • grand rapids Michigan   49503

Matthew Lieto, DMD

“The professionals at Heritage Hill Dental are 
dedicated to performing high quality

dentistry in a comfortable
environment. Utilizing the latest

technology and attending to
detail, we provide the highest

standard of patient care--
the focal point of our practice.”

Board Notes

and the city of Grand Rapids

Working Hard for

Rosalynn
Commissioner

Heritage
Hill

Connect at blissforgr.org,
facebook or call 889-1277

Co�ees with Bliss:
Wednesday, Oct. 8 
@ Noon @ Vitale’s

Monday, Nov. 10 
@ 4:30 pm @ 
Harmony Brewing

Friday, Dec. 5
@ 7:30 am @ 
Common Ground

Bliss
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Tidy Home Helpers offers very affordable and 
professional home and small office cleaning services 
to those in the greater Grand Rapids area. We use 
environmentally-friendly Green Seal certified 
products so you, your loved ones, and your 
environment are safe in our hands.   

“At Tidy Home Helpers we’ll keep your  
home looking great.” 

Call 616-233-4832 to set up a free assessment 
Or Visit Us Online: www.tidyhomehelpers.com 

 

Tidy Home Helpers offers very affordable and professional home and 
small office cleaning services to those in the greater grand rapids area.  
We use environmentally friendly green seal certified products so you, 
your loved ones, and your environment are safe in our hands.

“at Tidy Home Helpers we’ll keep
your home looking great.”

call 616-233-4832 to schedule
a free assessment

Or Visit Us Online:
www.tidyhomehelpers.com

 

Fundraising – 
Garden Tour:  Kate D. reported that the 
tour was a success, that tour-goers and 
hosts had a great time and that proceeds 
slightly exceeded the budget. Many, many 
thanks were given to Kate and Jim P. for 
their tireless efforts toward this event. Jim P. 
reported that the North College Block Club 
is on board to organize a north-end, 2015 
Garden Tour.
Home Tour / Friends and Sponsors:  Marie 
K. reported that there is a full slate in place 
for the 2015 tour; this is the first time in 
Tour’s history that all of the houses have 
been confirmed so far in advance of tour.
WHAM:  Todd H. reported that the 
committee had had a good meeting and 
that the timing of the event (on November 
7) was good. Todd also confirmed the band 
with Peter A.
Texas Hold ‘Em:  Charles R. reported that we 
don’t have confirmation yet for our October 
3-5, 2014 event yet; rules and rulings are 
still changing quite frequently. Charles also 
made a further report on his compliance 
meeting with the state, explaining that a 
long-term goal of the Gaming Commission 
is for a greater percentage of the monies 
raised going to the charities.
Community Involvement – 
Hospitality/Picnic:   Tansy H. and Jim P. 
reported that the Picnic was smaller this 
year but went really well and was fun. 
Jim commented that a benefit of smaller 
crowds is that it allows more time to visit 
with neighbors. Suggestions were made as 
to next year’s Picnic, to have it at Pleasant 
Park, maybe have an ice cream social or a 
shared Picnic with South Hill neighbors.  
Education:  Tansy H. reported that GRPD 
is still looking for Host families for their 
Educatius International students and that a 
referral bonus is being offered.
Social Media:  Tansy H. reported that the 
HHA Facebook page now has over 1,000 
Likes.

Discussion at the September, 2014 
Heritage Hill Association Board Meeting 
included:

Public Comment:  Gideon Sanders of 
Innovation Central provided a detailed 
update of the (increased) student 
population, programs and upcoming events, 
including the Rake-a-thon. 
Jim Payne introduced John Robinson, the 
new principal at the Child Discovery Center. 
John stated that he is excited to be a part 
of the neighborhood and gave an overview 
of the school, including that the school is 
“project-based” learning model, is a GRPS 
Charter school and also outlined repair 

needs for the building.
State Street Zoning Chapter – Craig 
Nobbelin provided an overview of the 
zoning implementation chapter of the State 
Street Corridor Area Specific Plan per the 
sub-group formed at the direction of the 
Grand Rapids Planning Department. The 
implementation is divided into three areas:  
allowable uses, uses allowed on the second-

floor only and those requiring a Special Use 
hearing. Discussion included the desire for 
State Street to be a draw and not a pass-
through and that the chapter was concise 
and uses well thought out. The board voted 
unanimously to approve and include the 
zoning implementation chapter into the 
overall Plan. 

(Cont’d on pg. 14)
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Associates, Inc

Winter-Troutwine Associates, Inc.

Grand Rapids Michigan 49506

616-822-9491 voice

jim@winter-troutwine.com
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Grand Rapids Michigan 49506
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RESIDENTIAL AND COMMERCIAL DESIGN SERVICES

Treasurer’s Report:  Membership dues 
are at 110%, Home Tour Ticket sales at 
111%, great numbers. Rental Service up 
at 73% and Garden Tour is at 96%. 80% 
of the budgeted revenue is in with 69% of 
the expenses.  
Staff Reports:  Members were directed to 
Jan and Barb’s Staff Reports. Jan has been 
asked to be on the task force organized 
by ICCF to find a grocer for the Wealthy / 
Division parcel. Barb discussed a meeting 
with the new Chief of Police. The Chief is 
excited to be in Grand Rapids and believes 
that all officers are community officers.
Committee Liaison Reports:
Administrative – 
Fund Development / Finance:  The 
Finance Committee is meeting next 
Wednesday, September 24 and will begin 
the process for setting up the legacy fund. 
Nominating / Personnel:  Five seats will 
be open on the board at the end of the 
year; all members are eligible to re-run. 
Stephanie Eckley is leaving the board at 
year’s end and the hope is to find another 
Mercy Health liaison.
Land Use – Members were also directed to 
Jan and Barb’s staff reports. 
Zoning –Recovery Road – Staff is 
investigating two properties owned 
by Recovery Road, which provides a 
residential home to recovering alcoholics. 
The US Supreme Court ruled that this is a 
protected class and residents are defined 
as a family. Meetings are planned with 
neighbors and owners regarding plans.
Fundraising – 
WHAM:  Mary R. will contact the designer 
once she receives the files from Todd H.  
Texas Hold ‘Em:  Charles R. reported that 
the 2 a.m. shifts are temporarily a thing of 
the past but that there are changes daily. 
He will email everyone when the schedule 
is set for the October event.
Community Involvement – 
Hospitality/Picnic:   The Holiday Potluck 
is set for Tuesday, December 2 and that 
a committee needs to be formed for this 
event. Discussion included publicity, food 
and parking.  
The HHA Board meets at 7:00 p.m. on the third 
WEDNESDAY of every month at the Mercy Health Saint 
Mary’s campus, either in the Hauenstein or Wege centers. 
Please call the office (459-8950) or visit the website 
(www.heritagehillweb.org) to confirm the exact meeting 
room. Neighbors are welcome to attend. 
If you would like an item placed on the Board agenda, 
please call the HHA office at 459-8950 before 4:00 p.m. of 
the second WEDNESDAY of the month. If you would like 
to address the Board regarding an agenda item, public 
comment is taken at the beginning of each meeting. For 
non- agenda items, public comment is taken at the end 
of each meeting. Typically, Board meetings run from 
7:00 p.m. until 8:30 p.m. 
If you would like to receive monthly Board agendas 
via email, please email us your request (heritage@
heritagehillweb.org).

Board Notes (Cont’d from pg 13)
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5 in top 5: Five GRPS schools are in Michigan’s top 5% for academic performance. City High-Middle School 
(7-12th grade) is THE top performing school in West Michigan and the ONLY school to offer the coveted International 
Baccalaureate program. Others include Coit Creative Arts Academy (K-5th grade), 6th grade schools Blandford 
School, Zoo School, and the Center for Economicology @ City. 

LEADinG MontESSoRi tHEME SCHooLS: Grand Rapids Montessori serves students from preschool to  
12th grade. North Park Montessori is expanding to serve grades PK-8 starting in the 2013-14 school year. 

CEntERS oF innoVAtion: GRPS is home to five ‘Centers of Innovation’ with college prep themes  
and strong public-private partnerships with local job providers, universities, foundations and more.

- COMING FALL 2013 - Innovation Central (9th-12th grade): All the innovation, talent, resources,  
and partnerships of four Centers of Innovation combined on one campus near the heart of downtown  
and the Medical Mile. The Academy for Design and Construction; GRAPCEP/Engineering and  
Biomedical School; School of Business, Leadership, and Entrepreneurship; and the School of Health  
Sciences will co-locate for maximum educational outcomes.

- Grand Rapids University Prep Academy (6th-12th grade): Small class sizes (18:1),  
rigorous college prep curriculum, and a brand-new state-of-the-art building. 

Choose a Brighter  
Future for Your Child!

LEARN MORE www.GRpS.org

nEW ViSion. nEW CHoiCES. 
tHE nEW GRpS. WE ARE

Besides the warm West Michigan 
welcome, I would like to encour-
age you to enjoy a great meal at 
any of the many locally owned 
restaurants. Many of these local 
establishments are committed 
to sourcing local produce, meat 
and other fine ingredients from 
Michigan farms in addition to us-
ing local packaging with the area's 
economy in mind. You need not 
walk, ride or travel very far from 
your hotel to experience unique 
and varied tastes here in Grand 
Rapids — or what I like to call, 
Flavor Rapids.

Look for the “Local First” logo 
and be assured you are support-
ing a local business that, in turn, 
is supporting other local busi-
nesses in our community. This is 
just another way of supporting 
West Michigan business owners 
and the Grand Rapids economy.

Whether you are seeking a fine 
dining experience or a more value 
based meal, you are sure to find 
it here, and supporting local mer-
chants just sweetens the deal.

Grand Rapids Pizza and Delivery 
is a locally based restaurant, 
located in the historic Heritage 
Hill district and part of the Local 
First community of merchants. 
Using family recipes and sourc-
ing locally is not just an idea for 
us — it is how we do business. 
We are committed to making 
pizza, pasta, sauces, salads 
and sandwiches in line with that 
philosophy. At GRPD, we offer 
thick, thin and traditional crusts 
to go with our specialty, gluten-
free, pan and stuffed pizzas. We 
also provide a variety of sauce 
options that local folks have 
embraced. We would be honored 
to share these award-winning 
pizzas with you.

Our goal is to enhance your visit 
to our community and add to your 
Grand Rapids experience.

Be it dine-in, take-out, delivery 
or catering, we look forward to 
cooking for you.

WELCOME TO GRAND RAPIDS!
VISIT
340 STATE ST. SE
GRAND RAPIDS, MI

STORE HOURS
MON-THUR 11AM-11PM
FRIDAY 11AM-12:30AM
SATURDAY 12PM-12:30AM
SUNDAY 12PM-11PM

CALL
616-742-GRPD (4773) 

ORDER ONLINE 
GRANDRAPIDSPIZZA.NET 

NIGHT DELIVERY
THURS, FRI, SAT
UNTIL 2:30AM 

GRAND RAPIDS 

To
Pr
ep
are

And
Serve

PIZZA & DELIVERY

DELIVERY UNTIL 1HR BEFORE CLOSE
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Heritage Hill Association
126 College SE
Grand Rapids, MI 49503

Non-Profit Org.
U.S. Postage

PAID
Grand Rapids, MI

Permit No. 523

DATES TO REMEMBER
All Heritage Hill Association Meetings are open to neighbors.

Neighborhood Improvement & Public Safety 
organizing efforts of the Heritage Hill 
Association are in part funded by the City 
of Grand Rapids' Community Development 
Block Grant Programs.

BAZA AR24
VENDORS

BAKERY AND
CRAFT ITEMS

Holland Home • Breton Ridge
2772 Pfeiffer Woods Dr. S.E. Kentwood

SATURDAY, OCT. 25, 2014
Raffle Items:  American Girl Doll with clothes and 

canopy bed, Three Quilts, Sofa Throw (Huckstitching), 
Two Quilted Travel Bags, Lego Units (4).

One FREE Raffle Ticket with this Ad.

Classifieds
FOR SALE:  Governor Winthrop Mahogany 
Desk, serpentine front, claw feet, key lock, fold 
out desk top, Chippendale hardware, fitted in-
terior, hidden compartments, circa 1940. Mint 
condition. 42” H, 21” D (35” open), 36”W. $400. 
616-446-7437

Wednesday, October 15, 2014 
HHA Board Meeting – 7:00 pm.

Mercy Health Saint Mary’s 
Hauenstein Center, H1 Community Room

Cherry Street, between Lafayette and Jefferson Avenues

Monday, November 3, 2014
Heritage Herald Copy/Ad Deadline for November/December issue

Tuesday, November 4, 2014
Election Day - Be an active citizen and exercise your right to VOTE!

Friday, November 7, 2014
WHAM

Wine, Hops, Art & Music
Women’s City Club, 5:30 – 9:30 p.m.

Silent Auction, Wine and Beer Tasting, Door Prizes, Live Music

Wednesday, November 19, 2014 
HHA Board Meeting – 7:00 pm.

Mercy Health Saint Mary’s 
Hauenstein Center, H1 Community Room

Cherry Street, between Lafayette and Jefferson Avenues

Tuesday, December 2, 2014
Annual Meeting and Holiday Potluck

6:00 p.m. – 9:00 p.m.
Santa comes; you should too!

Please bring a dish to pass; HHA will supply the rest
GRCC DeVos Campus

Robert Sneden Academic Building Lecture Hall  -  435 East Fulton

2015 Dates:
Saturday and Sunday, May 16th and 17th, 2015

2015 Heritage Hill Weekend Tour of Homes

Fantastic  Opportunity!
1872 Queen Anne 2-Unit

next to Saint Mary’s Hospital.
Could be wonderful single-family:  
2-bedrooms, 1 bath up and down, 

open staircase with parlor door.
2, new, energy-efficient furnaces

 Only $164,900.
Call Alan Stockton, Greenridge 

Realty:  616.581.4472
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DR. BRADLEY R. McCOY
F A M I L Y  D E N T I S T R Y

255 Washington St. SE, Suite 1
Grand Rapids, MI 49503

(616) 458-7171

�Accepting New Patients  Convenient parking
Mention this ad for a discount

at your first appointment!
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