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Heritage Herald
The Newsletter of Heritage Hill

Advance Tickets
$15.00
Available at 

Family Fare and D&W Food Stores
Lake Michigan Credit Unions

Martha's Vineyard
Wealthy Street Bakery

Art of the Table
Heritage Hill Offi ce and

Online at heritagehillweb.org

On the weekend of Tour, tickets are $20.00 
and on sale only at

GRCC DeVos Campus, 435 East Fulton

Heritage Hill Association
126 College SE Grand Rapids  MI  49503

(616) 459-8950
www.heritagehillweb.org

Saturday, 11:00 – 5:00 pm
Sunday, 12:00 - 6:00 pm

2014
Weekend

Tour of Homes
May 17 & 18
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126 College S.E.
Grand Rapids, MI 49503
616-459-8950    Fax: 616-459-2409
Hours: 9 am - 5 pm, Mon. - Thurs.
Voicemail available for after-hours messages.
EMAIL:  heritage@heritagehillweb.org
WEBSITE:  www.heritagehillweb.org

Purpose:
The purpose of the Heritage Hill Association is to 
provide neighbors a way of collectively building a 
healthy, historically preserved community in which 
people can  live and  work in a secure and stable 
environment.

Office Staff:
Jan Earl, Executive Director
Barb Lester,  Crime Prevention Organizer
Maria Zache, Administrative Assistant
Wilhelmina Daniels, Afternoon Receptionist

The Heritage Hill Association Board of Directors
President
**Jim Payne, 27 College NE, (H) 454-2367
Vice President
*Kate Diedrich, 536 Prospect SE, (H) 451-9211
Treasurer 
*Mary Robinson, 220 Union SE, (H) 459-2119
Secretary
*Mark Hutchison, 38 Prospect SE, (c) 312-502-6300

*Peter Albertini, 540 Prospect SE, (C) 291-3758
**Deb Bryker, 6601 36th Av, Hudsonville 49426, (H) 669-6754
*Suzanne DeHaan, 573 Prospect SE,  (H) 742-0451
*Stephanie Eckley, 533 Gladstone SE
*Tansy Harris, 537 Prospect SE, Apt. 3
*Todd Hoort, 135 Lafayette NE
**Vicki Hudson, 250 Morris SE, (W) 234-4206
*Stephanie Kolbe, 334 State SE, 248-787-0961
*Marie Koster, 553 Paris SE, (C) 322-9856
*Charles Roelofs, 572 College SE, (C) 446-2730
*Deanna Smith, 346 Morris SE, (C) 295-3223

* 1st Term
** 2nd Term

The Heritage Hill Association Board of Directors meets 
at 7 pm the third Wednesday of each month at the 
Hauenstein Center - H1 Community Room at Mercy 
Health Saint Mary’s.  The meeting is open to the public.

The Heritage Hill Foundation Board of Trustees
Chairman
Barbara L. Roelofs, 227 College SE, 459-0091
James Booth Burr, Jr., 1244 Lake Drive SE, 458-1246
Sam Cummings, 15 Ionia SW, 458-5235
George Dennis, 2685 Cascade Springs Dr., 456-9353
Rebecca Smith Hoffman, 454-5373
Jim James, 3082 Thornapple River Dr. SE, 949-8484
Milt Rohwer, 30 College SE, #64, 235-7528

Heritage Hill Association Committee Chairs
Block Rep: Barb Lester, 459-8950
Garden Tour: Kate Diedrich, (H) 451-9211
Finance:   Mary Robinson, (H) 459-2119
Newsletter:   Jan Earl, 459-8950
Pledge Drive: Jackie Taylor, (H) 942-5941 
Preservation: Jaime Misner, (H) 454-3309 
Traffic and Mike Clark, (C) 644-6453
      Parking: Barb Lester, (W) 459-8950
Zoning: Craig Nobbelin, 458-0471
Home Tour: Marie Koster, (C) 322-9856
Staffing: Sue Karsen, 455-1223
Distribution: Don Rietema, 776-1716
Publicity: Jan Earl, 459-8950

The Heritage Herald - Circulation 4,800
The Heritage Herald is published by the Heritage Hill 
Association Board of Directors six times a year (bi-monthly).  
The views and opinions expressed are not necessarily 
those of the Board of Directors. We reserve the right to 
edit.  Address correspondence to The Heritage Herald, 126 
College SE, Grand Rapids, MI 49503.

Typography & Printing:  Storr Printing Services, Inc.

The Heritage Hill Association

The 45th Heritage Hill Weekend Tour 
of Homes on May 17th and 18th is here. 
Seven private hosts invite you into their 
living spaces and share their architecture, 
design, art, and home's history. A great way 
to refresh your own decorating style, plus a 
great time to discover nuances in your own 
neighborhood. Be there and invite everyone 
you know to share this great place we call 
home. 
There is a way to get a FREE ticket to Tour. 
We need volunteer guides right up to the 
days of Tour to cover any cancellations. 
Please call today, 459-8950, or email 
heritage@heritagehillweb.org) and help 
Tour work smoothly with an easy 4-hour 
shift.

***
A great neighborhood action - 500 Prospect 
SE neighbors and the Association opposed 
a zoning variance at 543 Prospect SE and 
the City's Zoning Appeals Board denied 
the request. Many kudos to the 36 letter 
writers, to the over 60 neighbors who 
signed the petition and the 20+ neighbors 
who attended the public hearing. That’s 
what taking care of your neighborhood is 
all about!

***
See you on Tour ... and on the Yard Sale ... 
and yes the Garden Tour is coming July 12. 

Jan Earl
Executive Director

 Esther passed away on April 24 after 
living the last 11 ½ years with ovarian 
cancer. We in the Heritage Hill and Grand 
Rapids community share our grief with 
Esther's family but also celebrate Esther's 
bright light. We are grateful for her love of 
our community and being a vibrant part 
of us.

 Esther and her husband Mark were 
early activists in the rebirth of Heritage 
Hill. Together they transformed houses 
on Madison, Prospect and recently, 
Heritage Commons. Esther gave freely 
of her time and talent. Her incredible 
watercolor house drawings of many, 
many Heritage Hill homes are treasures. 
For the Association's annual Home Tour, 
Esther donated her drawings to each of 
the Home Tour hosts. Her art fills this 
neighborhood.

 An artist from her early years, Esther 
graduated from Kendall School of Design 
and made a career in art which continued 
through retirement. In 2006 Esther and 
Mark began splitting their time between 
Michigan and Hawaii. After retirement 
she contributed her time and talent to 
The Honolulu Museum of Art, and to the 
Heritage Hill Association and Meyer May 

House in Grand Rapids. 

 Memorial services are being planned
at Central Union Church in Honolulu 
and at Central Reformed Church in 
Grand Rapids on May 17 at 11:00 am. 
Contributions in her memory may be
made to Central Union or Central Reformed
Church, Heritage Hill Association or the 
Honolulu Museum of Art.

A tribute to our dear neighbor and friend
Esther Tanis VanAllsburg
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17th Annual
  Heritage Hill

 Yard Sales Day!
Saturday, June 7, 2014

Plan your Sale! - Call the Association office at 459-8950 or email
heritage@heritagehillweb.org to let us know the location (address) of your 
sale. We’ll put a list together and post it on our Website and social media 
sites.  Please call by June 1 for inclusion on this list.

For best results, advertise your sale with signs in the neighborhood.
Remember to please take down your signs after the sale date!

Historic Building Restoration 
Residential & Institutional 

616-454-9337
www.grandriverbuilders.comwww.grandriverbuilders.com
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2014 TOUR PILLAR SPONSORS:

2014 TOUR SPONSORS

Wealthy Street Bakery
610 Wealthy SE

301-2950 / wealthystreetbakery.com

2014 TOUR FRIENDS

Please Thank and Support Your 2014 Heritage Hill
Weekend Tour of Homes Sponsors

1034 Wealthy SE
454-9337 / www.grandriverbuilders.com

616-454-9337
1034 Wealthy SE

Visit www.grandriverbuilders.com to see over 100 photos of our work

Carpentry. 
But that’s not all.

Grand River Builders has been  making 

 historic properties work again and look 

beautiful with their expertise in  not only 

carpentry, but architectural sheetmetal, 

historic roofi ng, masonry, and  contracting.

20 years of Historic Building Restoration

2014 TOUR SUPPORTERS

100 Michigan NE
391-1467 / www.spectrum-health.org

Elders' Helpers
Live on Your Own with a Helper in Your Home

454-8305 / www.eldershelpers.com

Family Fare and
D&W Supermarkets

P.O. Box 8700 Grand Rapids, MI 49518
www.spartanstores.com

Martha’s Vineyard
200 Union NE

459-0911 / www.mvwines.com

Lake Michigan Credit Union
P.O. Box 2848 Grand Rapids, MI 49501

www.lmcu.org

Art of the Table
606 Wealthy SE

301-1885 / www.artofthetable.com

Mercy Health Saint Mary's Hospital
200 Jefferson SE

685-5000 / www.mercyhealthsaintmarys.com

Access: Health
1200 Ransom / Muskegon, MI 49442
(231) 728-5180 / Access-health.org

Afendoulis Cleaners and Tuxedos
1138 Michigan (at Fuller)

459-9169 / www.afendoulistuxedos.com

Bryker Properties
6601 36 Ave., Hudsonville, 49426

616.550-1168 / brykprop1725@sbcglobal.net

John Buckley and Jaime Misner, Realtors
301 Crescent St. NE

451-9696 / Buckley@grar.com
jaime@grar.com, 299-8580

Coldwell Banker AJS-Schmidt / Peter Albertini
Director / Associate Broker

616-291-3758 / petera@grar.com

Consumer’s Energy
4000 Clay Ave. SW

www.consumersenergy.com

Cottage Bar
18 LaGrave Ave. SE

454-9088 / www.cottagebar.biz

Cromwell Electric
458-8886

Elders’ Helpers 
1407 Robinson Rd. SE

454-8305 / www.eldershelpers.com

Blanford Nature Center
1715 Hillburn Ave. NW

(616) 735-6240
www.blanfordnaturecenter.org

Grapids Heating and Cooling, Inc.
429 Covell Ave. NW

453-1137 / www.grheat.com

Heritage Hill Dental
255 Washington SE, Suite 4

451-2336 / www.heritagedentalgr.com

New Yew – Massage Therapy
233 East Fulton Street, Suite 101C

616.334-8901
www.newyewhealing.com

Founder’s Bank & Trust
161 Monroe NW

956-9030 / www.foundersbt.com

Godwin Heating and Plumbing
3703 S. Division

243-3131 / www.godwinplumbing.com

Grand Rapids Ballet
341 Ellsworth SW

(616) 454-4771 x 13 / www.grballet.com

Grand Rapids Public Schools
819-2150 / www.grpublicschools.org

Grand Valley State University
One Campus Drive, Allendale

(616) 331-2025 / www.gvsu.edu

The Green Well / Grove
924 Cherry St. SE / 919 Cherry St. SE

808-3566 / 454-1000
www.thegreenwell.com

www.groverestaurant.com

Griffin Properties
1163 Fulton St. E

915-6060 / www.griffinproperites.net

Ruth Kelly, 2nd Ward Commissioner
616-238-9370 / rkelly@grcity.us. 

Martha’s Vineyard
200 Union NE

459-0911 / www.marthasvineyardgr.com

Midtown Craftsmen, LLC
1600 Marshall Ave. SE, Suite A West

245-5970 / www.mtcrestoration.com

Nantucket Baking Company
208 Union NE

726-6609 / www.nantucketbakingco.com

Overhead Door Company of Grand Rapids
5761 N. Hawkeye Ct. SW

261-0300 / www.overheaddoorgr.com

Pregnancy Resource Center
415 Cherry Street SE

(616) 456-6873 / www.prcgr.org

Rosalyn Bliss, 2nd Ward Commissioner
889-1277/ www.blissforgr.org

Rylee’s Ace Hardware
1234 Michigan NE

451-0724 / www.ryleesace.com

Storr Printing
938 Cherry SE

459-0068 / www.storrprinting.com

Tidy Home Helpers
1407 Robinson Rd. SE

(616) 233-4832 / www.tidyhomehelpers.com

Treadstone
25 Commerce, Suite 100

www.treadstonemortgage.com

Past Perfect
303 Briarwood SE

(616) 581-4416
www.pastperfectinc.com

Marie Catrib’s of Grand Rapids
1001 Lake Dr. SE

454-4020 / www.mariecatribs.com

The Shade Shop
422 Leonard St. NW

459-4693 / shadeshop@sbcglobal.net
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Peter Albertini
Ray and Bridget Avendt
Kathi and Glenn Barkan
Donatella and Ruggero Battan
Wesley Beck

Beckett Property Management
June Bouman
Robin and Margaret Bowles in Memory of
 our friend Esther Van Allsburg
Patricia A. Brewer
Bryker Properties
Deb and Bill Bryker
John Buckley
Stacy Cain
Margaret Chamberlain
Julie and John Colvin
Ann and Bob Cooper
Glenn Converse
Nancy Coulter

Tina H. Demling
Bruce Drotleff
Nick Duesbery
Dean Ellinger and Susan Jeffrey
Mary, Julia and Edith Freyer
Patricia Gardner and Kim DeStiger
Geoff and Susan Gillis
Chuck Goldsmith and In Memory of
 Kevin Machiela
Tom and Janel Guikema
Chris and Jen Hankinson
Brad Hilton
Jim and Lena Honeycutt
Susan Jackson
Judy Jorgenson
Dashiell and Stephanie Kolbe
Suzanne LaChance
John LaGrand
Dean and Becky Lantinga
In Memory of David Lowe
Masonic Center
Myron and Willa Mast
Lesley Mayer
J. Kevin McCurren
Patty Neva and Denny Beck
The Nordstrands
Eleanor Nowack
Allison and Ben O’Connor
O’Connor’s Home Brew Supply
Clay Palmer and Glen Reed
Ellen Pool
Bob and An Roche
Milt and Barb Rohwer
Dave and Sue Rowe
Ken Schmidt and Bill Russell
Doug and Donna Sieplinga
Tom and Shelly Sinas
Cheryl and John Tully
John and Gwen Varineau
Barbara Van Wienen
Sandy Ward
The Waters House Apartments
Jodi and Kirby Watson

www.westminstergr.org
Sundays at 8:30a and 11:00a

Absolutely everyone
is welcome.

We don’t presume you to be 
Christian, we only hope to be 

Christian towards you.

Huge thanks to our recent Heritage Hill 
Association contributors: 

 7 days a week - 8am to Midnight (616) 459-0911

200 Union NE GR, MI 49503  -  Next door to Nantucket Bakery
VISIT OUR DELI FOR HOMEMADE PREPARED FOODS

All The Right Ingredients, For All The Right Occasions.

A Heritage Hill Neighborhood Grocery.
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carmodypainting.com

616-443-0406

carmodypainting.com

Carmody
Painting

Carmody
Painting

Interior & Exterior
Residential & Commercial

Fully Insured
EPA Lead Certifi ed

Quality Craftsmanship at Competitive Rates

carmodypainting.com

616-443-0406

carmodypainting.com

Carmody
Painting

Carmody
Painting

carmodypainting.com

616-443-0406

carmodypainting.com

Carmody
Painting

Carmody
Painting

Michigan Modern: Design 
That Shaped America
May 18 – August 24, 2014
at the Grand Rapids Art Museum

6 16 . 2 4 5 . 5 9 7 0   |   w w w. m t c r e s t o r a t i o n . c o m 

The team at Midtown Craftsmen takes pride in delivering solid craftsmanship 

while incorporating the latest innovations to bring enjoyment, function, and 

value to our customers homes and businesses. 

It’s not good because it’s old, it’s old because it’s good.

 When Michigan’s industry and 
design intertwined, Michigan became 
an epicenter of modern design, with 
visionaries statewide turning from the 
simple generation of products to design 
that rippled throughout the country. 
Detroit’s automobile manufacturers 
styled automobiles synonymous with 
the American dream. The state’s 
furniture designers revolutionized the 
look of the American office and home. 
Michigan architects Albert Kahn, Eero 
Saarinen, and Minoru Yamasaki defined 
an era. Michigan’s industry, prosperity, 
and educational institutions attracted 
the design talent that formed the 
foundation for modern American design. 
This exhibition celebrates Michigan’s 
outstanding contributions to Modern 
design, and highlights the people who 
made it happen.
 This exhibition was organized by 
the Michigan State Historic Preservation 
Office in association with Cranbrook Art 
Museum and curated by MPdL Studio of 
Ann Arbor, Michigan.

Cell  616.498.2004
bob@bestwaywindowcleaning.com

windows 
commercial • residential

insured • bonded

ROBERT  I. DANIELS

P.O. Box 68492
Grand Rapids MI 49508
Fax  616.827.8828 
Phone 616.827.8473
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Spring is Here and the Hill is in Bloom 
 
Now that you know your garden had the spunk to survive the Polar Vortex, don't 
you want to celebrate and share it with the world?  We have the sunshine, we 
have the date - Saturday, July 12, now all that we need are the GARDENS for the 
2014 Heritage Hill Garden Tour!  Still just thinking about it?  Consider.... 
             

THE PROS                                                                       
 Your garden is beautiful   
 You love to spend time in your garden                       
 Other people will love to spend time in it                   
 You will be helping your neighborhood                         
 You will get free tickets to share with friends        
 There will be an eat, drink and be merry Eve of Tour Party with a preview tour of all the 

gardens 
 You can give Mother Nature a great big THANK YOU 

 
THE CONS 

 You might have to weed a bit 
 
Please decide to be part of the garden tour this year. We welcome all varieties of gardens- great and 
small, formal or a bit on the wild side,  with or without ponds, fountains or gnomes, rocked, bricked or 
stoned.  Gardens don't have to be weed less to be wonderful. Wildflowers are gorgeous too.  If you are 
interested or have any questions, please contact Kate at 451-9211 or katediedrich@comcast.net.  
Thanks! 
    

The 2014 Heritage Hill 
Weekend Tour of Homes 

Needs You
Really, We Do

Home Tour Shifts:
Saturday, May 17th: 10:30 to 2:30 and 2:00 to 5:30
Sunday, May 19th: 11:30 to 3:30 and 3:00 to 6:30

PLEASE Email:  heritage@heritagehillweb.org 
or CALL the HHA Office 459-8950 with your preferred day and shift.

Office hours are 9-5, M-TH; voicemail is available for after-hours messages.

Don’t forget that free ticket to Tour!

 
 The 2014 Heritage Hill  

Weekend Tour of Homes  
Needs You 

Really, We Do 
 

Home Tour Shifts: 
Saturday, May 17th: 10:30 to 2:30 and 2:00 to 5:30 
Sunday, May 19th: 11:30 to 3:30 and 3:00 to 6:30 

 
PLEASE Email:  heritage@heritagehillweb.org  

or CALL the HHA Office 459-8950 with your preferred day and shift. 
Office hours are 9-5, M-TH; voicemail is available for after-hours messages. 

 

Don’t forget that free ticket to Tour! 

 

 
 

 

Spring is Here and the Hill is in Bloom 
 
Now that you know your garden had the spunk to survive the Polar Vortex, don't 

you want to celebrate and share it with the world?  We have the sunshine, we 

have the date - Saturday, July 12, now all that we need are the GARDENS for the 

2014 Heritage Hill Garden Tour!  Still just thinking about it?  Consider.... 

             THE PROS                                                                       

 Your garden is beautiful    You love to spend time in your garden                       

 Other people will love to spend time in it                   

 You will be helping your neighborhood                         

 You will get free tickets to share with friends        

 There will be an eat, drink and be merry Eve of Tour Party with a preview tour of all the 

gardens  You can give Mother Nature a great big THANK YOU 

 
THE CONS 

 You might have to weed a bit 
 
Please decide to be part of the garden tour this year. We welcome all varieties of gardens- great and 

small, formal or a bit on the wild side,  with or without ponds, fountains or gnomes, rocked, bricked or 

stoned.  Gardens don't have to be weed less to be wonderful. Wildflowers are gorgeous too.  If you are 

interested or have any questions, please contact Kate at 451-9211 or katediedrich@comcast.net.  

Thanks!     
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Tulips in the Park:  Thank you to the 
urban gardener who planted the lovely 
orange tulips in Foster Park last fall.  
They just started blooming at the end 
of April. The park was adopted by the 
neighborhood and residents have planted 
nearly all of the flowering plants and 
even two trees there over the last several 
decades.

Street Safety: Though crime is low 
in Grand Rapids there have been six 
incidents of street assaults by a group of 
teens in the southwest and southeast ends 
of the city in the last year. These seem 
like random acts directed at men walking 
alone at night. Victims are robbed but also 
beating. 

There was an incident near College and 
Michigan in late April that has some 
similarity.  An inebriated man was beaten 
up by four teens.  He could not provide 
any identifying information to the police 
but his cash and phone were stolen.  The 
beating was not necessary for the robbery. 

Last weekend two neighbors reported a 
large group of teens making a lot of noise 
as they walked on Pleasant SE between 
College and Madison.  Police responded 
but the group had not committed any 
crime.  Two twelve-year old girls were 
taken home to parents.  

Neighbors should always be cautious 
when on any street at night and avoid 
walking alone.

E- Alerts and Safety Tips:  If you would 
like to get notified of crime incidents in 
your area sign up of our E-Alerts on our 
website at heritagehillweb.org.  Street 
Safety information will be sent out in our 
next alert.  

Seeking Neighborhood Activists for 
Graffiti Removal:  Are you the type 
of person that likes to jump up and 
take care of a minor problem yourself 
rather than file a complaint and wait for 
someone else takes care of the issue? Your 
neighborhood needs you!

We are seeking a few neighbors who 
would like to paint over graffiti on gray 
utility boxes at several sites on the north 
end and south end. You would need to 
purchase paint to match the utility box 
and a roller to cover graffiti whenever it 
appears. That’s it. This is the swiftest way 
to solve a graffiti problem.

Call the Association at 459-8950 to 
sign up for a utility box near you.  

Free Home and Apartment Security 
Surveys: Call the Association to set up an 
appointment to have the safety of your 
apartment or house checked. Get ready 

for the summer by installing window 
stops so you can get ventilation and still 
be secure!

N eighborhood    Potpourri             by Barb Lester   

griffinproperties.net
630 Kenmoor SE, Suite 101 

Grand Rapids, MI 49546

REAL PEOPLE.  HONEST COMMUNICATION. 
PROFESSIONAL NEGOTIATION. OUTSTANDING RESULTS.  

#1 IN 
RESIDENTIAL 
REAL ESTATE 

Whether you’re in the market to buy or sell your home, 
take advantage of Grand Rapids #1 Residential Retail 
Real Estate Team – the Griffin Properties Team.

Call for a free consultation today                         .

Heritage Hill Assoc. 4.75x4.25 ad.pdf   1   2/1/14   9:48 AM
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Volunteers are needed to perk up 
Foster Park: The tiny park in the Cherry, 
State and Madison area needs a few 
neighbors to help cut back last year’s dead 

Bylsma Painting Company
Excellence since 1972

Rick Bylsma has given presentations to Historic Societies, Old House Expo 
events, and to the Michigan Historic Preservation Network.

Some of our projects:
 Frank Lloyd Wright/Meyer May – Steelcase – Grand Rapids, MI
 Frank Lloyd Wright Studio/Amberg home - Grand Rapids, MI
 Gibson Restaurant/Mangiamo’s - Grand Rapids, MI
 Voigt House – Grand Rapids Public Museum - Grand Rapids, MI
 Senator William Alden Smith Estate – Grand Rapids, MI
 Hackley and Hume Estate – Muskegon County Museum, MI
 St. Marks Church – Grand Rapids, MI
 First Methodist Church – Grand Rapids, MI
 Westminster Presbyterian Church – Grand Rapids, MI
 Reagan Marketing – Grand Rapids, MI
 Wealthy Street Theater – Grand Rapids, MI
 Graham Home – Lowell Museum, MI
 Women’s City Club – Grand Rapids, MI

No one in Michigan has more experience, expertise, or volume 
of projects in restoration painting.

616-308-8849
www.bylsmapainting.com

N eighborhood    Potpourri             by Barb Lester   

foliage and edge flower beds. Call the HHA 
office and ask for Barb if you want to join 
in for a one-time clean up.

Thefts from Vehicles:  According to 
our Community Officer, Aaron Rossin, 
purses and expensive items left in 
vehicles are low-risk targets for thieves 
who smash the window and grab your 
goods.

 
COMPOSTING RULES IN GR
What is compost? Most simply, compost 
is decomposed organic materials used 
as a soil conditioner and fertilizer, also 
known as humus. Compost is known as 
“gardener’s gold” because it improves soil 
structure, retains water, encourages root 
growth, aerates soil and 
releases nutrients slowly. 
 
What are the benefits of composting 
beyond gardening? 
• Recycles kitchen and yard waste 
(approximately 30% of household waste) 
• Reduces landfill waste 
• Reduces use of chemical fertilizers that 
harm the environment 
 
Can I compost in the City of Grand 
Rapids? 
Yes! You can compost on the premises of 
an occupied residential dwelling if you 
follow 
a few simple rules. 
1) Place composting materials in a fully 
enclosed, commercially manufactured bin. 
2) Place the bin(s) in the rear yard only. 
3) Place only materials identified below 
as acceptable for composting in the bin(s). 
4) Keep the bin(s) tightly covered, except 
when depositing and removing materials. 
 
Using the “pile” method or having 
exposed materials is not allowed. Bin 
placement is restricted to your rear yard. 
Placing animal waste, bones, meat, oils, 
fat, cooked foods, and other materials 
identified below under “NO” are strictly 
prohibited. 
 
What will happen if I don’t comply 
with the City’s composting rules? The 
City desires to encourage composting 
and promote sustainable living, 
while preserving quality of life in our 
neighborhoods that is free from rodents, 
animal harborage and uncontrolled 
odors. Failure to follow the Residential 
Composting rules outlined above is a 
violation of City Code. Your property 
could be cited for such violations resulting 
in required removal of your compost 
materials and possible fines. 

(Continued on page 12)
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A recipe for a wonderful weekend 

 

2013 Weekend Tour of Homes 
Homes 

Weekend Tour of Homes
May 17 and 18, 2014

Time for New DiscoveriesWeekend Tour of Homes 
May 21 & 22, 2011

www.heritagehilltours.org
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151 LAFAYETTE NE
Hidden in the history of this Greek Revival beauty, with 
its impressive size and     grand columns, are its humble 
beginnings as a simple five room cottage.  Built in 1852,  
some years before the Civil War, by members of the 
Ball family, this home has literally grown and changed 
with the  city it overlooks.  A lovely garden path leads 
you first to an impressive fountain and then to a home 
where large rooms and sunny porches reflect the past, 
and whose recent additions and creative changes fit 
the lives of the new young owners.  You will have a 
fun cruise in the entertainment room in the basement.  
Along with a big screen for movies, there is a bar and 
wine cellar created from the parts of a deconstructed 
wooden boat.   
     

60 LAFAYETTE NE
Within the walls of this stately, 1920 
Federal Revival home, visual delights are 
easy to find. Spacious, airy rooms with 
ornate African mahogany woodwork and 
large windows ( for sleuths who want to 
sneak a peek at the back yard garden and 
pool), create a feeling of classic elegance in 
this home.  The second floor rooms have 
been updated but still reflect the style of 
the house, and the multi-purpose basement 
is an adventure in itself.  The kitchen is a 
masterpiece! The hammered copper sinks, 
custom-milled woodwork, rare granite countertops and mahogany floor are all new, yet 
blend perfectly with the character of the rest of the home.

231 PARIS SE
A perfect place to stage a who-done-it, the amazing two-story library, patterned after 
the one in Sir Walter Scott's Scottish castle, is the showpiece of this 1875 Italianate Style 

home.  From the beautiful staircase as 
you enter, to the mahogany-lined dining 
room (now office) as you leave, this home 
is actually one showpiece after another.  
Grand fireplaces,  rich-toned woodwork 
and ornate plaster moldings serve as 
backdrops for the owner's art, antiques 
and pottery collections.  The house is 
surrounded by an enchanting, mirrored 
garden.

238 MORRIS SE
The Juliet balcony above the entry adds a touch of romance 
and mystery to this 1898 Shingle Style / Queen Anne home.  
Inside, the extensive use of beaded oak woodwork throughout 
the main floor continues up to an open, curved landing, with 
welcoming built-in benches and lovely windows.  Back-to-
back soapstone fireplaces in the living and dining rooms have 
unique etched floral designs.  An unusually large rounded bay 
window in the living room floods the whole corner with light.  
Mid-century furnishings, a pinball machine collection and the 
owner's modern artwork make for a fun mix of old home/new 
ideas.

427 PROSPECT SE
Built around 1884, this Stick Style home, with its large turret, 
graceful porch and bay windows had a rough-and-tumble life.  
Unfortunately, Sherlock was not around to catch the scoundrels 
who, not so long ago, took almost anything sellable out of the 
house. A brave soul rescued this damsel in distress, and after 
years of renovation, her intrinsic beauty again shines through.  
A dark oak stairway greets you as you enter, a cozy fireplace 
graces the living room and the 44' hallway on the second 
floor is waiting to be explored.  Family heirlooms throughout 
the home have stories to tell and in every room you will find 
artistic touches in the owners' prints and collages and in the 
creative décor.

550 COLLEGE SE
This charming 1920 Tudor Revival home is a bit 
of a mystery.  Appearing deceptively small on the 
outside, the open layout inside creates the feeling of 
a much larger home.  After extensive restoration and 
sensitive modernization in the last year, this home is 
a complete delight, perfectly planned for the young 
family who lives here.  Art-Deco influences are 
evident in the curved ceilings, rounded hallways and 
nooks and the eye-catching wrought iron railings.  
In addition to the bedrooms on the second floor, you 
will find a great playroom, plenty of storage space 
and, just a few steps up, tucked in the attic, a cozy 
guest room with a fantastic bath and a bird's-eye 
view of the back yard.

For the 2014 Heritage Hill Weekend 
Tour of Homes, you will need to 

channel your inner Sherlock Holmes, 
for mysteries and discoveries abound 
in the seven homes and two landmarks 
that are waiting for you to explore 
this spring. Spanning eight decades 
and demonstrating nine very distinct 



11

A recipe for a wonderful weekend 
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238 MORRIS SE
The Juliet balcony above the entry adds a touch of romance 
and mystery to this 1898 Shingle Style / Queen Anne home.  
Inside, the extensive use of beaded oak woodwork throughout 
the main floor continues up to an open, curved landing, with 
welcoming built-in benches and lovely windows.  Back-to-
back soapstone fireplaces in the living and dining rooms have 
unique etched floral designs.  An unusually large rounded bay 
window in the living room floods the whole corner with light.  
Mid-century furnishings, a pinball machine collection and the 
owner's modern artwork make for a fun mix of old home/new 
ideas.

427 PROSPECT SE
Built around 1884, this Stick Style home, with its large turret, 
graceful porch and bay windows had a rough-and-tumble life.  
Unfortunately, Sherlock was not around to catch the scoundrels 
who, not so long ago, took almost anything sellable out of the 
house. A brave soul rescued this damsel in distress, and after 
years of renovation, her intrinsic beauty again shines through.  
A dark oak stairway greets you as you enter, a cozy fireplace 
graces the living room and the 44' hallway on the second 
floor is waiting to be explored.  Family heirlooms throughout 
the home have stories to tell and in every room you will find 
artistic touches in the owners' prints and collages and in the 
creative décor.

550 COLLEGE SE
This charming 1920 Tudor Revival home is a bit 
of a mystery.  Appearing deceptively small on the 
outside, the open layout inside creates the feeling of 
a much larger home.  After extensive restoration and 
sensitive modernization in the last year, this home is 
a complete delight, perfectly planned for the young 
family who lives here.  Art-Deco influences are 
evident in the curved ceilings, rounded hallways and 
nooks and the eye-catching wrought iron railings.  
In addition to the bedrooms on the second floor, you 
will find a great playroom, plenty of storage space 
and, just a few steps up, tucked in the attic, a cozy 
guest room with a fantastic bath and a bird's-eye 
view of the back yard.

505 COLLEGE SE   
The distinctive details that 
you look for in a Frank 
Lloyd Wright Prairie Style  
structure- the emphasis 
on horizontal lines, the 
interplay of small and open 
spaces, the glowing stained-
glass windows, the unique 
and creative use of natural 
materials- can be found 
throughout this 1909 home.  
Known as the Amberg House, this jewel of Heritage Hill has new stewards who have 
made it their own with beautiful furnishings and artwork.  They have taken on some 
renovation projects as well, including an added first floor bath. They have reclaimed one 
of the two remaining apartments that had been created in the 1950's, and have designed 
a sewing room, a bath, an entertainment area and an exercise room for their family.

CORNERSTONE CHURCH
48 LAFAYETTE SE
This light brick and limestone Greek Revival 
building was originally built for the First 
Church of Christ Scientist in 1905.  Many of 
the original features of the church are still 
in evidence, including two fireplaces in the 
gathering room, one of the gas light fixtures 
and many stained-glass windows, including 
a “Sunburst Dome”, one of four such domes 
in Michigan.  The original pipe organ was 

rebuilt in 1961 utilizing all 3000, nineteen foot wide to pencil size pipes.  Cornerstone 
Church, a United Methodist congregation, purchased the building in 2013 and has made 
some changes to the building, while trying to be respectful of the original architecture.
The neighborhood  appreciates their generous offer to open their doors for Tour this year.  

FOUNTAIN SCHOOL, GRPS MONTESSORI
159 COLLEGE NE
This 1917 symmetrical red brick school was 
Grand Rapids second largest elementary 
school of its time. The ornate exterior trim 
includes sculptured children's faces that grace 
the north and south entrances.  Betty Ford 
was one of the more notable students of this 
school. This building, along with the adjacent 
Central High, house Grand Rapids Public 
School's Montessori program. Montessori 
students attend schools on this campus from 
pre-school through high school. Grand Rapids 
offers one of the few programs in the country 
that includes a Montessori high school.

styles, the treasures on Tour this year 
reveal clues to the past of this historic 
neighborhood and make it “elementary, 
dear Watson”, that the future of Heritage 
Hill has never been brighter.  So, put 
down your violin and don your cloak and 
double-brimmed hat.  Great houses are 
waiting- the game is afoot! 
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What materials are acceptable for 
composting? To avoid animal harborage 
nuisances and odors, materials to be 
composted must be selected carefully. 
Items under “YES” can be placed in your 
compost bin, while items under “NO” are 
prohibited. 

YES 
Yes Fruit and vegetable peelings. 
Yes Lettuce leaves, egg shells. 
Yes Coffee grounds, tea leaves/bags 
Yes Grass and hedge trimmings 
Yes Leaves (shredded, if possible)
Yes Spent flowers and garden clippings 
Yes Young weeds without seeds.

NO
NO Cooked foods. 
NO Grease, oils, fats 
NO Meat, fish, bones 
NO Dairy products, breads 

HERITAGE HILL DENTAL
Family  •  Implant  •  Cosmetic

Mention our ad
and receive $50 off

new patient exam. 
 

www.heritagedentalgr.com                                            616.451.2336
255 WASHINGTON SE  •   SUITE 4   • GRAND RAPIDS MICHIGAN   49503

Matthew Lieto, DMD

“The professionals at Heritage Hill Dental are 
dedicated to performing high quality

dentistry in a comfortable
environment. Utilizing the latest

technology and attending to
detail, we provide the highest

standard of patient care--
the focal point of our practice.”

NO Animal waste, cat litter 
NO Diseased plants 
NO Invasive weeds, weeds with seeds. 

How do I control odors? Having the 
correct balance of “green” (fresh grass 
clippings, fruit/vegetable peelings) and 
“brown” (dry leaves/plants) materials 
is important for decomposition and 
odor control. The green materials have 
a high nitrogen content that causes the 
mixture to heat up and decompose more 
quickly. Turning or mixing the materials 
accelerates the rate of decomposition. A 
ratio of 1/3 green to 2/3 brown is a good 
mix. 

Where can I purchase a compost bin? 
Compost bins (also called composters or 
compost digesters) are available online and 
at local home improvement stores. They 
come in a variety of styles and price ranges. 

Fire Pits: Information from the Grand 
Rapids Fire Department:  The Heritage 
Hill Association receives questions about 
whether fire pits are allowed in Grand 
Rapids.  We asked the Grand Rapids 
Fire Department to interpret their 
open burning regulations in light of the 
popularity of fire pits and other similar 
devices so we could give you the correct 
information.   
Not allowed are:  Outdoor portable fire 
pits, chimaeras and recreational fires. 
For the purpose of the Fire Ordinance, the 
mere presence of food, DOES NOT qualify 
as an exemption to the open burning 
ordinance.  For the food preparation to be 
considered a number of factors need to be 
present including but not limited to:

• The device being used for the fire is 
designed for the cooking of food as 
its primary purpose.  

• The fire will be small in nature, and 
would depend upon the heat from 
the embers for cooking. 

• When the food preparation is 
completed, the fire would be 
extinguished.

• The gathering of food and support 
goods after the arrival of the 
fire department will exclude 
consideration as a cooking fire.

Remember 
Heritage Hill
Property Owners:
There is a City Preservati on Ordinance that 
governs all exterior changes, repairs and/
or additi ons to Heritage Hill properti es. 
Call the Grand Rapids Historic Preservati on 
Commission at 456-3451 for informati on on 
approvals. You can access the applicati on 
form at the City’s website,
www.ci.grand-rapids.
mi.us at the Planning 
Department secti on or at 
the Heritage
Hill Associati on’s
www.heritagehillweb.
org. This ordinance 
applies to all exterior 
changes, repairs, and/or 
additi ons to your home 
and property.  Items such 
as doors and windows 
including storms, yard 
structures, driveway and 
sidewalk approaches, 
and fences do need HPC 
approvals.

Neighborhood  Potpourri
(Continued from page 9)
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First Park Congregational Church
United Church of Christ

10 East Park Place NE
Grand Rapids, MI 49503

616 - 459 - 3203
www.parkchurchgr.org

No matter who you 
are or where you are 
on life’s journey, you 
are welcome here!

Worship with us
 Sunday at 10:30am

Located in the heart 
of downtown, next to 
Veterans Park and the 

Public Library

An Open and
Affirming Congregation

Fires on or in the ground will not be 
considered for any exemption from the 
ordinance. Should the Fire Department 
encounter repeat offenders of the 
ordinance the fire officer is required to 
notify the Police Department.   
Enforcement:  The Grand Rapids Police 
Department responds to complaints or 
concerns about open burning problems.  
Call the police non-emergency number, 

456-3400, for enforcement of the 
code.  Officers can write a ticket for the 
violation.

CAMP CURIOUS IS BACK! Kids! From 
4 – 11, spend your summer at the Grand 
Rapids Public Museum experimenting and 
learning about history, science, culture 
and art while having fun!  New in 2014, 
One-day "Be Curious" camps will be held 

on Mondays throughout the summer. 
Favorite camps are back as well including 
- Fossil Hunters, Slimy Science, Young 
Wizards Academy, Life as a Princess, 
"Dream it, Build it" LEGO® camp," and 
Reach for the Stars.  We invite kids aged 
4-11 to experiment, learn and grow, while 
having a great time in a history-rich and 
"cool" environment!
 An immersive sleepover event, 
Overnight at Your Museum, on August 
15 is open to all campers and non-
campers, and it’s sure to be the talked-
about event of your child’s summer!
Sign up for multiple camps and save!
To register go to
www.grmuseum.org/camp2014. 

Happy Spring!
Barb Lester,

Community Organizer, HHA
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Tru-Trough
Seamless Half Round Gutter Supply

On-Site Fabrication for Contractors & Do-It-Yourselfers
'Chop & Drop'

269.806.1266
john.r.crookston@charter.net

7132 N. 23rd  Street
Kalamazoo, MI 49004

JOHN R. CROOKSTON

Board Notes
Discussion at the March, 2014 Heritage Hill 
Association Board Meeting included:
 
Fix our Roads Millage Proposal:  David 
Doyle detailed the millage proposal for 
the ballot on May 6th, 2014. The task 

force “Sustainable Streets” spent two 
years formulating a plan to fix Grand 
Rapids streets, sidewalks and right of 
ways (parkways). The millage proposal is 
to continue the current city income tax at 
1.5%, the maximum allowed by the state, 

for fifteen years. Funds collected would be 
a dedicated source of revenue to the City's 
streets with guidelines for spending. 
In addition, property owners would 
no longer be responsible for sidewalks 
repair;  if the millage passes, sidewalks 
would be covered by the city. The HHA 
board voted unanimously to support the 
millage; HHA will publicize its support in 
the Herald, website and Facebook page.

543 Prospect Ave. SE – Two-Family 
Variance Request:  The HHA Board 
voted unanimously to support the 
recommendation of the HHA Zoning 
committee to oppose the variance request 
based on the Master Plan of Heritage Hill 
and neighbors' opposition. 

Treasurer’s Report: Mary Robinson 
reported that the Treasurer’s Report 
was not available from the bookkeeper 
as it is before the 20th of the month. 
Mary reminded members to “pledge to 
pledge” to the pledge drive and noted 
that the HHA Fiscal Assessment review is 
scheduled for April 7th.

Staff Reports:  Jan commented that 
the Michigan Street Corridor Plan has 
good community support and that the 
area has exciting projects that are either 
happening or in the works. Jan also 
commented that the community open 
house hosted by ICCF was a reaffirmation 
of the Wealthy/Jefferson Plan and that a 
grocery store on Wealthy Street remains 
the highest priority.

 Barb elaborated on her report about 
new Community Officer Aaron Rossin 
stating that establishing connections 
with neighbors right away is important. 
She expects to host some neighborhood 
“Coffee with a Cop” sessions.

Committee Liaison Reports:

Administrative -  Jim Payne reported 
that the group’s Goals and Objectives had 
been approved and submitted in writing, 
that the Finance Committee is scheduled 
to meet for the annual fiscal review as 
well as further discussion about a Legacy 
Fund, and that liaising continues with 
Saint Mary’s/ Mercy Health. Jim also 
reported that he intends to visit Kendall 
College.

Fundraising – Todd Hoort reported that 
the group had met to discuss Goals and 
Objectives. Peter Albertini reported that 
he is working to recruit new advertisers 
for the Friends and Sponsors campaign, 
including other area schools and feels that 
there is a general feeling of renewed sense 
of community and giving in Grand Rapids. 
Volunteers are needed for both Home 

jim@winter-troutwine.com
616-451-8331
Grand Rapids, Michigan

Specializing in historic:

• Restoration, planning and
design

• Community planning

• Mainstreet design and
consulting

• Tax credits

• National Register
Nominations

Winter-Troutwine  Associates, Inc.
Preservation Architecture and Planning
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Tour and Texas Hold ‘Em. Board members 
were encouraged to work a Texas Hold 
‘Em shift with an experienced volunteer if 

they have not worked previously.

Community Involvement – Steph 

Eckley reported that the group had met 
in February and solidified its Goals and 
Objectives, including assisting with the 
Night Out / Picnic, liaising with GRPS and 
the Annual Meeting / Holiday Potluck. 
Discussion included locations for both the 
Picnic and the Annual Meeting as well as 
possibly changing the date of the Annual 
Meeting so as not to coincide with Shop 
Hop.

New Business – Mary Robinson relayed 
that WMEAC requests that we all check 
to make sure that street grates are not 
blocked. Any trash getting through the 
grates goes directly to the river. Jan will 
include this information in the upcoming 
Herald. 

Old Business – Stephanie Kolbe reported 
on the work at the Stuyvesant, which is 
undergoing a major renovation.

Discussion at the April, 2014 Heritage Hill 
Association Board Meeting included:

Welcome GRPD Community Officer: 
Officer Aaron Rossin introduced himself 
and said that he is new to the position of 
Community Officer. There is not specific 
training provided for the role and he is 
learning as he goes, though he is very 
familiar with the north area and all of 
our hot spots. Crime is down 40% in 
our neighborhood which is typical for 
the colder months. He responds to calls 
coming in to GRPD as well as patrolling 
our area. Officer Rossin wishes to be 
approachable and has attended one 
Coffee with a Cop neighbor meeting in 
the south end of our neighborhood. He 
looks forward to developing many more 
relationships within our neighborhood.

GR Library Board member Roger 
McClary:  Mr. McClary introduced himself, 
highlighted and handed out literature 
about the Library's upcoming events and 
the Annual Report as well as touching on 
an online privacy issue that the Library 
Board is discussing. 

(Continued on page 16)
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Treasurer’s Report:  Jan stated that 
everything is fine for this time of year. 
HHA received  City approval for the 
2014/15 CDBG contract at the same rate, 
which is very good news. The application 
for the June 16-19 Texas Hold ‘Em event 
was submitted and Home Tour revenues 
are starting to come in.

Staff Reports:  Kate Diedrich commented 
that many neighbors would be 
attending the April 17 Zoning Appeals 
Board meeting, opposing the variance 
application at 543 Prospect SE as a two-
family. The City's Tax Assessor’s role lists 
the use as a 2-family although there was 
never legal zoning on the property. The 
house has not been used as a multi-family 
in over 30 years per neighbors testimony. 
The 500-block of Prospect is 84% single-
family and neighbors do not feel that the 
block could support increased density. 
Prospect neighbors encourage attendance 
at the hearing.

 Jan reported that work has begun 
on Pleasant Park and that completion is 
still scheduled for August of this year. Will 
the park be ready for Picnic? That is an 
uncertainty for now.

 Board members discussed an item 
in Barb’s report concerning crimes 
committed at two addresses owned 
by the same absentee property owner. 
Discussion included the possibility of 
reaching out to absentee owners to 
become members of the association to 
participate more directly with HHA’s 
programs.

 Jan commented that car larcenies 
continue to be the biggest nuisance issue 
(crime) and that continued education is 
required for neighbors about clearing and 
locking their cars at all times.

Committee Liaison Reports:

Land Use – Members were directed 
to Jan and Barb’s Staff Reports. Vicki 
Hudson reported on a call from a 
neighbor regarding development of 50 
College SE (the former Social Security 
Administration office). Though there 
are no plans to date for development of 
this property, demand for apartments in 
Grand Rapids is at an all-time high. The 
State Street Plan is before the Planning 
Department and the Michigan Street 
Corridor Plan is approaching final stages. 
Vicki also reported that the city will soon 
have a final draft of a plan for short-term 
housing that includes bed and breakfasts 
and air-bnb’s.

Administrative -  Jim Payne reported 
that a meeting is still to be set with Mercy 

Health Saint Mary’s and that he will still 
pursue an annual donation from Kendall 
College.

Fundraising – Todd Hoort reported that 
the Hosts Meeting for Home Tour was 
successful and that WHAM would be 
in the planning stage after Home Tour. 
Peter Albertini reported on the Friends 
and Sponsors campaign and that former 
sponsors have not been responding 
quickly. Peter also requested that all 
board members provide or follow up 
with at least one new lead / prospect 
and that the member who achieves the 
best outcome will receive a wonderful 
fettuccini alfredo meal prepared by his 
wife, Christine. Tansy Harris reported 
that she has created an “Event” on the 
HHA Facebook page and requests that 
board members “Invite” their friends to 
Home Tour. Kate Diedrich is attempting 

to recruit gardens for Garden Tour as 
spring slowly emerges. Charles Roelofs 
passed around a signup sheet for the 
June 16-19 Texas Hold ‘Em event. Jan will 
email a .pdf of the Home Tour postcard 
for board members to distribute to their 
communications network.

Community Involvement – Steph Eckley 
reported that she will reach out to Gideon 
Sanders from GRPS. It is too early for 
work on the Picnic or the Annual Meeting. 
Tansy Harris reported that the HHA 
Facebook page is up to 848 Likes.

New Business – Mark Hutchison 
reported that he had received a call from 
a neighbor requesting access to Board 
members email and phone numbers as 
well as the Board Minutes via the website. 
After discussion, the board agreed that 
the current methods of dissemination of 
their contact information (newsletter and 

Board Notes
(Cont'd from page 15)

Presenting

Tickets Available Online   www.westmichigansavoyards.org

May 15 to 18
Wealthy Theatre

Adults   $18
Seniors   $15
Students   $9

Friday 1pm Matinee - $9

Wealthy Box Office

616-459-4788  ext.131
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contacting the HHA office) is sufficient. 
The board also agreed that the approved 
Board Minutes would be posted to the 
website as soon as was reasonable after 
Board approval.

Public Comment - Barbara Hekhuis 
spoke, first thanking board members 
for all their hard work on the board. 
Barbara also expressed concern with 
density in the neighborhood as well as 
her perception of differing attention the 
Association has paid to various zoning 
variance requests in the recent past, all 
with increased use; Ms. Hekhuis did not 
feel support for her views concerning 
several of these variance requests. Several 
board members and Jan Earl spoke to the 
fact that perception is real and neighbor 
views are always considered very 
important. While each land use request 
has particular nuances, the Association's 
process in reviewing and recommending 

CurtisCleaners.com

“We deliver a spotless reputation”

For FREE Pick-Up & Delivery

Call 307-0544

Dr. Doug deVries, DC
Chiropractor

Kristin Swann, MS, LAc
Acupuncturist

435 Cherry St. SE, Suite B
Grand Rapids, MI 49503

info@grchac.com

(616) 233-0960

Health, Function, Wellness

Grand Rapids
Chiropractic and

Acupuncture

jim@winter-troutwine.com
616-451-8331
Grand Rapids, Michigan

Specializing in historic:

• Restoration, planning and
design

• Community planning

• Mainstreet design and
consulting

• Tax credits

• National Register
Nominations

Winter-Troutwine  Associates, Inc.
Preservation Architecture and Planning

positions to the City is the same. The 
HHA Zoning Committee reviews the 
request based on the City's Zoning Code, 
the Master Plan of Heritage Hill, and 
neighbors' opinions. The HHA Zoning 
Committee determines and recommends 
a position to the HHA Board and the 
Board makes the final determination on 
positions presented to the respective City 
bodies. The Master Plan does not dictate a 
“blanket” tenant opposing all increases to 
density. The Plan states that all requests 
for increase density need to be "rigorously 
scrutinized". Jim Payne and Jan Earl 
stressed that the Master Plan of Heritage 
Hill and the criteria applied by the city 
are used in every zoning issue, as well as 
neighbors' opinion. Though the city of 
Grand Rapids weighs heavily neighbors' 
opinion, it must base its decisions solely 
on the specific zoning guidelines and 
patterns of the surrounding area of each 
specific address. Barbara Hekhuis added 

that perhaps education is necessary to 
raise the consciousness of this issue.

The HHA Board meets at 7:00 p.m. on 
the third WEDNESDAY of every month at 
the Mercy Health Saint Mary’s campus, 
either in the Hauenstein or Wege centers. 
Please call the of�ice (459-8950) or visit 
the website (www.heritagehillweb.org) to 
con�irm the exact meeting room. Neighbors 
are welcome to attend. 

If you would like an item placed on the 
Board agenda, please call the HHA of�ice 
at 459-8950 before 4:00 p.m. of the second 
WEDNESDAY of the month. If you would 
like to address the Board regarding an 
agenda item, public comment is taken at 
the beginning of each meeting. For non- 
agenda items, public comment is taken at 
the end of each meeting. Typically, Board 
meetings run from 7:00 p.m. until 8:30 p.m.
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Please remember us when your apartment 
needs renters. Your dollars not only find 
you tenants but also support the programs 
of the Heritage Hill Association!

You can list your apartment right at the 
website or stop by the HHA office. We 
welcome you!

Heritage Hill Apartment Rental and
Home Sales Listings

All sizes and prices -- Spread the word!!!

RENTHERITAGEHILLWEB.ORG

Cart Etiquette
from your friendly 

City of Grand 
Rapids

 One of the most aggravating issues 
tenants and rental owners deal with is the 
return of security deposits.  Tenants want 
them back and owners want to keep them 
(if there are damages or rent owing).  
 A deposit can be kept by the owner if 
a tenant has damaged the property beyond 
normal wear and tear. Chipped, burned 
and permanently stained countertops 
are damaged.  Gouges in hardwood floors 
are damage. Missing parts (knobs, sink 
strainers, oven or refrigerator racks, for 
example) are damage.  Torn screens and 
broken windows are damage.  If any of 
these existed when you moved in, all of 
these should be noted on the “Move-In 
Check List” the owner provided to you.  
Keep this document.  
 When you move, out you should not 
leave any of your belongings.  The owner 
may hire someone to remove them and 
you will pay. Have the owner come and 
do a walk-through before you leave.  Have 
your move in check list with you in case 
the owner wants to charge you for damage 
that existed when you moved in.

Kitchen:  The cupboards, stove and 
refrigerators and counters and sink should 
be empty and wiped out. Take photos that 
show this.
Floors: Sweep or vacuum floors.  If there 
are spots it is a good idea to try to remove 
them with a little gentle soap and water. 
Take a photo of the floors in each room to 
show they are in good repair.
Closets: Closets should be empty and 
swept.  Take a photo.
Take all your belongings: Remove 
everything from cupboards, drawers, 
shower, back hall and basement, or garage. 
If you leave items and the owner has to pay 
for removal it might be taken from your 
deposit.
Appliances should be emptied and left 
clean.  Don’t leave cleaning the stove top 
and oven until the end because you will be 
tired and leave it dirty. Start on this two 
weeks prior to moving if you have a heavy 
build-up of burned-on grease. Take a photo 
of the appliances with the doors open to 
show the lack of damage.  
Missing parts: Cabinet knobs, sink 
strainers, oven or refrigerator racks, 
light bulb covers and other parts of your 
apartment should be replaced if you lost or 
broke them. Torn screens, broken windows 
and broken blinds are damage beyond 
normal wear and tear. If you replace 
an item before you move you don’t get 
charged for replacement and installation.  
Holes: Nail holes from picture hanging 
could be a problem if you have lots of large 

holes that require a lot of spackle, sanding 
and paint matching.  Think about using the 
picture hangers that do not require a nail 
and are removable without any damage. 
Give a rental period of notice when 
you plan to move out.  If you pay every 
30 days and are on a month-to-month 
rental agreement, you must give 30 days 
notice. Put this in writing and keep a copy. 
Make sure it gets to the owner a few days 
ahead.  If you have a long-term lease, you 
would want to give at least 30 days notice 
of moving.  Keep a copy of the notice you 
send to the owner.
Give the owner your forwarding 
address in writing within 4 days of 
moving out.  If you do not, you will lose a 
bit of leverage if you have to go to court to 
get it back.  Keep a copy of your notice to 
the owner.
 The owner has thirty days after your 
move-out date to send you your deposit or 
to send you a list of damages and the cost 
of the repairs and the remainder of the 
deposit if there is any money left.
 You have seven days to challenge the 
repairs or costs.  Do this in writing and be 
specific.  Keep a copy.
 Some owners never send back your 
deposit or respond to your request for it.  
You can take them to small claims court in 
the City of Grand Rapids 61st District Court.  
It is not expensive and you do not need an 
attorney. You will need all those photos and 
documents that you have been saving.  Go 
to www.grcity.is and search for 61st District 
Court.
Free legal assistance:  Cooley Law 
School provides free advice for renters 
at the Urban League at 745 Eastern SE, 
(245-2207) twice a month in the evenings 
and twice a month at Steepletown 
Neighborhood Services at 671 Davis NW 
from noon to 2:00 p.m.  Call for their 
schedules.
 Most owners and tenants are 
reasonable on move-out issues but it 
is very helpful if all parties keep good 
records. 

Moving Out?  How to get your security 
deposit back!

 

Here is your secret for getting everything 

done and still having time for what you love 

 

517.230.6306                       
$20 off your  

first 2 hours 

Organization | Bookkeeping | Home Sitting 

Errand Running | Event Planning 

www.CarriageTradeConcierge.com 

Bonded & Insured 
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5 in top 5: Five GRPS schools are in Michigan’s top 5% for academic performance. City High-Middle School 
(7-12th grade) is THE top performing school in West Michigan and the ONLY school to offer the coveted International 
Baccalaureate program. Others include Coit Creative Arts Academy (K-5th grade), 6th grade schools Blandford 
School, Zoo School, and the Center for Economicology @ City. 

LEADinG MontESSoRi tHEME SCHooLS: Grand Rapids Montessori serves students from preschool to  
12th grade. North Park Montessori is expanding to serve grades PK-8 starting in the 2013-14 school year. 

CEntERS oF innoVAtion: GRPS is home to five ‘Centers of Innovation’ with college prep themes  
and strong public-private partnerships with local job providers, universities, foundations and more.

- COMING FALL 2013 - Innovation Central (9th-12th grade): All the innovation, talent, resources,  
and partnerships of four Centers of Innovation combined on one campus near the heart of downtown  
and the Medical Mile. The Academy for Design and Construction; GRAPCEP/Engineering and  
Biomedical School; School of Business, Leadership, and Entrepreneurship; and the School of Health  
Sciences will co-locate for maximum educational outcomes.

- Grand Rapids University Prep Academy (6th-12th grade): Small class sizes (18:1),  
rigorous college prep curriculum, and a brand-new state-of-the-art building. 

Choose a Brighter  
Future for Your Child!

LEARN MORE www.GRpS.org

nEW ViSion. nEW CHoiCES. 
tHE nEW GRpS. WE ARE

Besides the warm West Michigan 
welcome, I would like to encour-
age you to enjoy a great meal at 
any of the many locally owned 
restaurants. Many of these local 
establishments are committed 
to sourcing local produce, meat 
and other fine ingredients from 
Michigan farms in addition to us-
ing local packaging with the area's 
economy in mind. You need not 
walk, ride or travel very far from 
your hotel to experience unique 
and varied tastes here in Grand 
Rapids — or what I like to call, 
Flavor Rapids.

Look for the “Local First” logo 
and be assured you are support-
ing a local business that, in turn, 
is supporting other local busi-
nesses in our community. This is 
just another way of supporting 
West Michigan business owners 
and the Grand Rapids economy.

Whether you are seeking a fine 
dining experience or a more value 
based meal, you are sure to find 
it here, and supporting local mer-
chants just sweetens the deal.

Grand Rapids Pizza and Delivery 
is a locally based restaurant, 
located in the historic Heritage 
Hill district and part of the Local 
First community of merchants. 
Using family recipes and sourc-
ing locally is not just an idea for 
us — it is how we do business. 
We are committed to making 
pizza, pasta, sauces, salads 
and sandwiches in line with that 
philosophy. At GRPD, we offer 
thick, thin and traditional crusts 
to go with our specialty, gluten-
free, pan and stuffed pizzas. We 
also provide a variety of sauce 
options that local folks have 
embraced. We would be honored 
to share these award-winning 
pizzas with you.

Our goal is to enhance your visit 
to our community and add to your 
Grand Rapids experience.

Be it dine-in, take-out, delivery 
or catering, we look forward to 
cooking for you.

WELCOME TO GRAND RAPIDS!
VISIT
340 STATE ST. SE
GRAND RAPIDS, MI

STORE HOURS
MON-THUR 11AM-11PM
FRIDAY 11AM-12:30AM
SATURDAY 12PM-12:30AM
SUNDAY 12PM-11PM

CALL
616-742-GRPD (4773) 

ORDER ONLINE 
GRANDRAPIDSPIZZA.NET 

NIGHT DELIVERY
THURS, FRI, SAT
UNTIL 2:30AM 

GRAND RAPIDS 

To
Pr
ep
are

And
Serve

PIZZA & DELIVERY
GRAND RAPIDS

pa
re
A

PIZZA & DELIVERY
GRAND RAPIDS

ToToT
Pr
ep

PIZZA & DELIVERY

DELIVERY UNTIL 1HR BEFORE CLOSE
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Heritage Hill Association
126 College SE
Grand Rapids, MI 49503

Non-Profit Org.
U.S. Postage

PAID
Grand Rapids, MI

Permit No. 523

DATES TO REMEMBER
All Heritage Hill Association 

Meetings are open to neighbors.

Neighborhood Improvement & Public Safety 
organizing efforts of the Heritage Hill 
Association are in part funded by the City 
of Grand Rapids' Community Development 
Block Grant Programs.  9/14/2009 12:08:00 PM 

 

Tidy Home Helpers offers very affordable and 
professional home and small office cleaning services 
to those in the greater Grand Rapids area. We use 
environmentally-friendly Green Seal certified 
products so you, your loved ones, and your 
environment are safe in our hands.   

“At Tidy Home Helpers we’ll keep your  
home looking great.” 

Call 616-233-4832 to set up a free assessment 
Or Visit Us Online: www.tidyhomehelpers.com 

 

Tidy Home Helpers o� ers very a� ordable and professional home and 
small o�  ce cleaning services to those in the greater Grand Rapids area.  
We use environmentally friendly Green Seal certi� ed products so you, 
your loved ones, and your environment are safe in our hands.

“At Tidy Home Helpers we’ll keep
your home looking great.”

Call 616-233-4832 to schedule
a free assessment

Or Visit Us Online:
www.tidyhomehelpers.com

 

Tuesday, May 6, 2014
Street Millage Election - VOTE!

Saturday and Sunday
May 17th and 18th, 2014

2014 Heritage Hill Weekend 
Tour of Homes

11 am to 5 pm on Saturday;
Noon to 6 pm on Sunday

Advance tickets $15;
Day of Tour tickets $20

Wednesday, May 21, 2014 
HHA Board Meeting – 7:00 pm.

Mercy Health Saint Mary’s 
Hauenstein Center,

H1 Community Room
Cherry Street

HERITAGE HILL YARD SALES DAY
June 7th, 2014

Wednesday, June 18, 2014 
HHA Board Meeting – 7:00 pm.

Mercy Health Saint Mary’s
Hauenstein Center,

H1 Community Room
Cherry Street

Monday, June 23, 2014
Heritage Herald Copy/Ad Deadline 

for July/August issue

Upcoming HHA Events for 2014

HERITAGE HILL GARDEN TOUR
July 12th, 2014

HERITAGE HILL NIGHT OUT PICNIC
August 5, 2014

Classifieds
My Sisters Cleaning Service. Commercial and 
Domestic. Very professional, cleaning the “old-
fashioned” way. Give us a quote; price is reasonable. 
Natalie Ferguson (616) 329-5500


