
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Fes�vi�es: 
 

6:00 p.m. - Holiday Potluck:  
Please bring a dish to pass for the  
community table. HHA will supply 
the rest. 
 

7:00 p.m. – For Kids:  
Santa arrives with treats for the 
young. 
 

7:30 p.m. – Annual Mee�ng:  
HHA 2013 Board elec�ons and 
2012 Dis�nguished Service 
Awards.  

 

 

 
You are invited to the 

 

2012 Heritage Hill 
Holiday Potluck 

& Annual Celebration 

 

THURSDAY, November 29, 2012 
6:00 pm to 9:00 pm  

GRCC DeVos Campus – 415 E Fulton  
 

Use the parking lot entrance on Fountain - (there's a $2.00 fee to park in 
GRCC's lot). Enter the Welcome Center and turn to your left. 

Local Taste Treats from: 
 

Brewery Vivant, 
Bartertown Diner, 

Cherie Inn, Cherry St. Deli, 
Electric Cheetah, 

Ferris Coffee and Nuts, 
Grand Rapids Pizza and 

Delivery (GRPD), 
Maru sushi, The Green Well 

Gastro Pub, Grove, 
Jonny B'z, Marie Catrib's, 

and The Winchester 

Thanks to Grand Rapids Community College and Martha’s Vineyard for supplying the hospitality 
and holiday cheer! Also thanks to our local restaurants for adding their specialties. 
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126 College S.E.
Grand Rapids, MI 49503
616-459-8950    Fax: 616-459-2409
Hours: 9 am - 5 pm, Mon. - Fri..
Answering machine available for after-hours messages.
EMAIL:  heritage@heritagehillweb.org
WEBSITE:  www.heritagehillweb.org

Purpose:
The purpose of the Heritage Hill Association is to 
provide neighbors a way of collectively building a 
healthy, historically preserved community in which 
people can  live and  work in a secure and stable 
environment.

Office Staff:
Jan Earl, Executive Director
Barb Lester,  Crime Prevention Organizer
Maria Zache, Administrative Assistant
Wilhelmina Daniels, Afternoon Receptionist

The Heritage Hill Association Board of Directors
President
**Jim Payne, 27 College NE, (H) 454-2367
Vice President
**Jaime Misner, 303 Madison SE, (H) 454-3309
Treasurer 
*Jackie Taylor, 5155 N Quail Crest Dr SE, 49546  (C) 446-8060
Secretary
*Kate Diedrich, 536 Prospect SE, (H) 451-9211

*Peter Albertini, 540 Prospect SE, (C) 291-3758
*Deb Bryker, 6601 36th Av, Hudsonville 49426, (H) 669-6754
**Mike Clark, 310 Washington SE, (C) 644-6453
*Suzanne DeHaan, 573 Prospect SE,  (H) 742-0451
*Stephanie Eckley, 533 Gladstone SE
*Tansy Harris, 537 Prospect SE, Apt. 3
**Nikki Hoort, 2062 Anderson SE; EGR 06, (W) 454-8305
*Vicki Hudson, 250 Morris SE, (W) 234-4206
*Mark Hutchison, 38 Prospect SE, (c) 312-502-6300
*Mary Robinson, 220 Union SE, (H) 459-2119
**Steve Yared, 259 Morris SE, (H) 454-2703

* 1st Term
** 2nd Term

The Heritage Hill Association Board of Directors meets 
at 7 pm the third Wednesday of each month at GRCC East 
Campus, 415 East Fulton.  The meeting is in the
Robert Sneden Lecture Hall #1 and is open to the public.

The Heritage Hill Foundation Board of Trustees
Chairman
Barbara L. Roelofs, 227 College SE, 459-0091
James Booth Burr, Jr., 1244 Lake Drive SE, 458-1246
Sam Cummings, 15 Ionia SW, 458-5235
George Dennis, 2685 Cascade Springs Dr., 456-9353
Rebecca Smith Hoffman, 454-5373
Jim James, 3082 Thornapple River Dr. SE, 949-8484
Milt Rohwer, 30 College SE, #64, 235-7528

Heritage Hill Association Committee Chairs
Block Rep: Barb Lester, 459-8950
Garden Tour: Jim Payne, (H) 454-2367
Finance:   Jackie Taylor, (W) 942-5941
Newsletter:   Jan Earl, 459-8950
Pledge Drive: Jackie Taylor, (H) 942-5941 
Preservation: Jaime Misner, (H) 454-3309 
Traffic and Mike Clark, (C) 644-6453
      Parking: Barb Lester, (W) 459-8950
Zoning: Craig Nobbelin, 458-0471
Home Tour: Judy Jorgenson, 454-2583
Staffing: Chris Truesdale, 456-5448
 Sue Karsen, 455-1223
Distribution: Don Rietema, 776-1716
Publicity: Tom Truesdale, 456-5448

The Heritage Herald - Circulation 4,800
The Heritage Herald is published by the Heritage Hill 
Association Board of Directors six times a year (bi-monthly).  
The views and opinions expressed are not necessarily 
those of the Board of Directors. We reserve the right to 
edit.  Address correspondence to The Heritage Herald, 126 
College SE, Grand Rapids, MI 49503.

Typography & Printing:  Storr Printing Services, Inc.

The Heritage Hill Association
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The season of thanks and joy are upon us so 
here's my latest list for the neighborhood:

❄❄❄
Phil McCorkle of Saint Mary's Hospital, 
Mayor George Heartwell, and County 
Commissioner, Jim Talen. Each presented 
at a luncheon that Saint Mary's hosted for 
neighboring institutions and businesses. 
Their passion and message built a strong 
foundation for Heritage Hill to build upon 
as it seeks greater sources of funding for our 
neighborhood programs. They sang praises 
from the rooftop ... as we gathered on the 
5th floor atrium of the Lacks Cancer Center. 
Huge thanks to Micki Benz who worked 
closely with us and made the event possible 
and a pleasure. 

❄❄❄
Steve Faber and the Friends of Grand 
Rapids Parks and Jay Steffen and the 
City of Grand Rapids for steering the 
Pleasant Park development. We have a 
long way to go to grow the funding but I'm 
pretty sure we will get there (with a lot of 
help!). Property owners from Lafayette to 
Union and Logan to Franklin are currently 
considering a special tax assessment that 
equates to a $500 individual expense over 
the course of 10 years. We are hoping that 
amount will not overburden budgets. For 
those outside of these boundaries, please 
give what you can to build this park. Donate 
at http://www.friendsofgrparks.org/
pleasantpark. 

Hats off too to WYCE and all donors at 
the Hat Trick concert on November 5. 
We raised $1,130 which was one of the 
highest hat trick takes according to WYCE. 
Thank You! 

❄❄❄
Jim Payne, HHA Board President, and 
passionate Heritage Hill neighbor. It has 
been my pleasure working closely with Jim 
over the past year. He is very responsible 
and respectful of the Association's role 
in our neighborhood but also the City of 
Grand Rapids. He is a strong leader and I 
am thankful to have his partnership.

❄❄❄
Heritage Hill Association co-workers, 
Barb Lester, Maria Zache, and Wilhelmina 
Daniels. This great group comes to work 
everyday! Staff has had to do more with 
less funding which makes all of our jobs 
harder. Next year, we will see reduced staff 
time and office hours because the budget 
continues to shrink. Please understand this 
when requesting services. 

❄❄❄
Heritage Hill Neighbors. You are the 
reason that we all work so hard keeping our 
neighborhood together. Individually and 
collectively, we are a passionate bunch and 
every year is a pleasure (most of the time!)

Fa la la la la ... Happy Holidays 
Jan Earl

Executive Director

Heritage Hill Heritage Hill 

Connection Thanks
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(Cont'd on page 4)

 We gather together on Thursday, 
November 29 to celebrate our collective 
2012 accomplishments and holiday 
season. We extend a special welcome to 
all new neighbors to join all “experienced” 
neighbors from 6 p.m. to 9 p.m. at the 
GRCC Campus at 415 East Fulton. Please 
come!
 Thanks to Martha’s Vineyard, we 
will have plenty of beverages for toasting 
2012 neighborhood accomplishments; 
Thanks to our near Heritage Hill 
restaurants for providing samplings 
of favorite offerings: Brewery Vivant, 
Bartertown Diner, Cherie Inn, Cherry 
St. Deli, Electric Cheetah, Ferris 
Coffee and Nuts, Grand Rapids Pizza 
and Delivery (GRPD), Maru sushi, 

The Green Well Gastro Pub, Grove, 
Jonny B'z, Marie Catrib's, and The 
Winchester.  And thanks to you for 
providing your own neighborhood 
specialty to the community table. Jolly 
Santa is coming and taking lists while we 
mature kids take part in the Association’s 
annual meeting.
 The HHA Annual Meeting …Is the 
time to recognize neighbors for their 
2012 service to Heritage Hill. It is also 
time to plan for next year with the 2013 
HHA Board of Directors Election …
There are five, 3-year terms up for 
election. Four candidates have provided 
written notice of their candidacy to the 
2013 HHA Board of Directors per the HHA 
Bylaws’ required notification. With four 

Start the Holidays in Neighborhood Style 
Potluck and Annual Meeting is November 29

candidates seeking five openings, one 
vote is needed to accept the slate. 
 Child Care and Activities … Four 
Santa’s helpers will be on hand to assist 
children visiting Santa and oversee 
ornament decorating. If you have very 
small children who want to see Santa, 
please accompany your child.
   
 Come one and come all to the 
North Pole of Heritage Hill!!!!

 Meet the 2013 HHA Board 
Candidates: Deb Bryker, Kate Diedrich, 
Todd Hoort, and Vicki Hudson.  Each 
has provided the following statement 
on their service to the Heritage Hill 
Association and neighborhood. 

HHA is still kicking ...
But 2013 will see less 
staff and office hours.

 The HHA Board approved 
the 2013 Budget and regrettably 
had to cut staff and office 
hours. These cuts are due to the 
decrease in federal Community 
Development Block Grant dollars, 
huge declines in Heritage Hill 
apartment rental listings (because 
our neighborhood's apartments 
are in such demand, there are few 
vacancies), and Home Tour revenue 
that has seen declines equal to 
the tourism industry throughout 
Michigan since 2001.  
 The office will be closed on 
Fridays and staff will all be at 
reduced hours. 
 The Heritage Hill Association 
has been working in numerous 
ways to increase revenues 
(Texas Hold-ems, institutional 
and business fund development, 
residential pledges and others). The 
HHA expenses have been cut 15% 
over the last 5 years without cutting 
staff. There is just no further option 
to curtail costs. Until we can grow 
other sources, spending cuts will 
impact neighbors' services due to 
staff reductions.
 If there is any further room 
in your budget to help fund your 
neighborhood association,
please help!

Gift Shops@@
Come and browse our variety of gifts, 
unique jewelry, home décor, holiday 
items, baby gifts, cards, and much more!  

10%
Candy and food items not included.

Present this ad for 

off any regular priced item! 

Accepting Cash, Check and Credit Accepting Cash, Check and Credit 

The Gift Shops at Saint Mary’s are located in the lobby  
   of the main hospital and in The Lacks Cancer Center. 

SHOP LOCAL   – EXPERT AUTO REPAIR –   SHOP LOCAL-
IN YOUR NEIGHBORHOOD 

 

FOREIGN - DOMESTIC - BRAKES - EXHAUST - SHOCKS STRUTS - ALIGNMENTS -TUNE-
UPS - MOST REPAIRS ––  FREE ESTIMATES & LOCAL TRANSPORTATION TO & FROM 

90 days same 
as cash McGRAW TIRE 

(F I R E S T O N E) SINCE 1927 

 

HERITAGE HILL AND DOWNTOWN  
141 WEALTHY SE (AT LaGRAVE) 

459-3393 
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jim@winter-troutwine.com
616-451-8331
Grand Rapids, Michigan

Specializing in historic:

• Restoration, planning and
design

• Community planning

• Mainstreet design and
consulting

• Tax credits

• National Register
Nominations

Winter-Troutwine  Associates, Inc.
Preservation Architecture and Planning

 

    

    

 

  

 
 

Matthew Lieto, DMDMatthew Lieto, DMDMatthew Lieto, DMDMatthew Lieto, DMDMatthew Lieto, DMD
At Heritage Hill Dental we are dedicated 

to performing high quality dentistry
in a comfortable environment.

Using the latest technology with
attention to detail is the

focal point of our practice.

HERITAGE HILL DENTAL
Family  •  Implant  •  Cosmetic

Mention our adand receive $50 off
new patient exam. 

 

www.heritagedentalgr.com                                            616.451.2336
255 WASHINGTON SE  •   SUITE 4   • GRAND RAPIDS MICHIGAN   49503

Deb Bryker
6601 36th Avenue, Hudsonville

 For over 26 years I have been a 
landlord in Heritage Hill which has been a 
labor of love and learning.  I have loved the 
renovation work and discovering the beauty 
that lies beneath years of neglect.  I enjoy 

meeting the new folks who come to live in 
the Hill as it truly has become a destination 
place.  This unique neighborhood is filled 
with a diversity of residents. Neighboring 
businesses make it a great place to live and 
work.   The Heritage Hill Association has 
been central  to preserving all that makes 

Heritage Hill what it is and I am delighted to 
be part of it.

Kate Diedrich
536 Prospect SE

 I have lived in the neighborhood 
for 35 years. My husband and I raised 
our kids and have used the Association's 
services throughout these years. I am 
now retired and believe it’s time to give 
back to my neighborhood. I have been 
a host for Home Tour and Garden Tour 
and currently serve on the Home Tour 
Steering Committee. This past year, I 
organized the 2012 Garden Tour. I am told 
that I am one of the longest-serving active 
Block Captains.  I have experienced the 
benefits of a strong, vibrant neighborhood 
association and I would like to continue to 
give back to the neighborhood.

Todd Hoort
135 Lafayette NE

 My family has been in Heritage Hill 
for more than 30 years. I'm one of the few 
people who can say that they were raised 
in Heritage Hill and still live here. I am 
turning my family home into a bed and 
breakfast so Heritage Hill will be a main 
focus in my life. I hope that I can keep "the 
hill" great with my service on the board. 
We were on the tour of homes this year.

Vicki Hudson
250 Morris SE

 When I first served on the board in 
the early ‘80s, I was an HH renter-turned-
home-owner and HHA was concentrating 
on establishing our association as 
an entity with specific goals for the 
preservation of our homes and the health 
of our neighborhood. Since that time, my 
husband and I raised our family here and 
saw most of those early goals completed 
or updated. After 35 years working in 
or teaching advertising, writing and 
marketing, I am retired and enjoying 
doing just what I want to do.  Continuing 
as a HHA board member is something I 
want to do. Issues that I am particularly 
interested in now are the Pleasant Park, 
vitalization of the State Street corridor, 
partnerships with adjacent institutions/
businesses, and, as always, the safety and 
overall quality of life in our neighborhood. 

Potluck and Annual Meeting  (Cont'd from page 3)

Traditional in Style
Progressive in Thought
Engaged in the Community 

 10 East Park Place NE  •  Grand Rapids
616.459.3203  •  www.parkchurchgr.org
Worship Service 11:00 a.m.
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 Can Be a Reality With Your Help 
 

 
 
 
Currently Pleasant Park it is a 2.5 acres crumbling asphalt parking lot. With your help and great guidance from Friends of Grand Rapids 
Parks and the City of Grand Rapids, this park dream can become real. Funding is approved from the Michigan Department of Natural 

Resources Trust Fund. But that covers just half of the need. We have to raise 
$400,000 and match the grant.  
 
A special assessment is being considered for property owners in the area 
bounded by Lafayette to Union; Logan to Franklin. The request is for a $50.00 
annual assessment that will be billed for the next 10 years.  Letters were sent 
to property owners in this targeted area. We hope there is support for this 
great space and we ask that you return your postcard indicating your support.  
 
If your live outside this area, please consider self-assessing and donating what 
you can to get this park built.  The City's Green Grand Rapids Plan cites our 
area as having the greatest need for green space. There are virtually no parks 

close to us. City life and small city lots do not afford space for kids (and adults too) to run and play, kick a soccer ball, and gather 
together. Pleasant Park was designed to meet these needs. With your help, we can raise the needed $400,000 to create Pleasant Park. 
To donate, go to http://www.friendsofgrparks.org/pleasantpark 
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that covers just half of the need. We have 
to raise $400,000 and match the grant. 

 A special assessment is being 
considered for property owners in the 
area bounded by Lafayette to Union; 
Logan to Franklin. The request is for a 
$50.00 annual assessment that will be 
billed for the next 10 years.  Letters were 
sent to property owners in this targeted 
area. We hope there is support for this 
great space and we ask that you return 
your postcard indicating your support. 

 If your live outside this area, please 
consider self-assessing and donating 
what you can to get this park built.  The 
City's Green Grand Rapids Plan cites our 
area as having the greatest need for green 
space. There are virtually no parks close 
to us. City life and small city lots do not 
afford space for kids (and adults too) to 
run and play, kick a soccer ball, and gather 
together. Pleasant Park was designed to 
meet these needs. With your help, we 
can raise the needed $400,000 to create 
Pleasant Park. To donate, go to http://
www.friendsofgrparks.org/pleasantpark
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MGrand Rapids Public Schools

www.GRPS.oRG

wedneSday, nov. 28, 2012
City HiGH-Middle SCHool  |  5-7PM
1400 Fuller Ave. Ne  |  GrANd rApids, Mi 49505

SCHool CHoiCe exPo
We are gr

MaRk youR

CalendaR!

SCHool CHoiCe infoRMation

including theme Schools

& Centers of innovation

fRee dinneR — GiveawayS

MuSiC — kidS GaMeS
GiveawayS

aMeS

 SeatS May be liMited. aPPliCationS RequiRed.  APPLY TodAY! 819-2150

windows • carpets
commercial • residential

insured • bonded

ROBERT  I. DANIELS

P.O. Box 68492
Grand Rapids MI 49508
Fax  616.827.8828 
Phone 616.827.8473

Cell  616.498.2004
bob@bestwaywindowcleaning.com

630 Kenmoor SE, Suite 101
Grand Rapids, MI 49546

OUTSTANDING 
RESULTS. 

WWW.GRIFFINPROPERTIES.NET

Whether you’re in the market for a new home or looking to sell your current one, call the 
#1 Residential Retail Real Estate Team in Grand Rapids − the Griffin Properites Team!

Griffin HH Assoc BW 4.75x4.25 ad-PR.pdf   1   6/6/12   4:37 PM
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Historic Building Restoration 
Residential & Institutional 

616-454-9337
www.grandriverbuilders.comwww.grandriverbuilders.com

Heritage Hill Recognized as
Great Place in America

The Heritage Hill Neighborhood 
was honored in October when it 
was named one of nation's great 
neighborhoods. The American 
Planning Association recognized 
Heritage Hill with its 2012 
Great Places in America. The 
neighborhood was cited for its 
vitality, walkability, community and 
planning engagement, as well as 
being a pioneer in the preservation 
movement.  Applause to all of us for 
making Heritage Hill GREAT!

NEIGHBORHOODS
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N eighborhood  Potpourri             by Barb Lester   

Street Crime:  Recently a woman walking 
up Fountain hill was knocked down when 
two men on bikes rode up behind her 

carmodypainting.com

616-443-0406

carmodypainting.com

Carmody
Painting

Carmody
Painting

Interior & Exterior
Residential & Commercial

Fully Insured
EPA Lead Certifi ed

Quality Craftsmanship at Competitive Rates
carmodypainting.com

616-443-0406

carmodypainting.com

Carmody
Painting

Carmody
Painting

carmodypainting.com

616-443-0406

carmodypainting.com

Carmody
Painting

Carmody
Painting

and stole the cell phone she was talking 
on right out of her hand.  The robbers 
never said a word.  Could this crime be 

avoided?   Possibly.   Be Discrete:  If you 
are walking alone it is always best to keep 
valuables out of sight – even phones.   Lots 
of people do walk-and-talk but in certain 
circumstances it might be risky such as 
when you are alone, or it is dark, and 
there is little traffic.  Think ahead before 
you make that call.  
Holiday Lights at Foster Park:  
Businesses and owners on or near State 
Street are contributing to a fund that will 
purchase lights a tree that already stands 
at the tip of the triangle at Foster Park.  
We are looking for help with installing 
the lights.  They will be white lights and 
we would like the tree limbs “wrapped” 
with the lights so they can stay up until 
next year.   Give the office a call if you can 
help at 459-8950!
Consumers Energy & Neighbors Meet:  
The Association brought neighbors 
together with representatives from 
Consumers Energy to work out serious 
electrical problems in part of our south 
end. People on blocks between Pleasant 
and Wealthy and Morris and Prospect 
discussed long-term problems with 
brown outs and blown transformers. 
Neighbors’ efforts to file claims or be 
reimbursed had been met with resistance. 
Repeated problems resulted in repeated 
damage to electronics in the homes 

 
• Plant Health Care 
• Pruning 
• Removals 
• Cabling & Bracing 
• Tree Fertilization 
• Insect/Disease 

Control 
• IPM Programs 
 

 Brian McKenzie 
  ISA Certified Arborist 

 
   1-877-BARTLETT 
        616-245-9449 
     www.bartlett.com 
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     www.bartlett.com 
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N eighborhood  Potpourri             by Barb Lester   

and expensive repairs.  Consumers 
announced that they will replace the 
wires and are adding one or more 
transformers this spring. This should 
solve the problem.  We have not worked 
out the problem with claims for prior 
damages or for damages that occur before 
the installations.  We will continue to 
work with neighbors and Consumers for 
resolution on those important issues
Job Corp Students Pitch-In at Foster 
Park:  The Association informally 
“adopted” Foster Park about five years ago 
when the City Parks Department had to cut 
back on staff.  The City Parks does regular 
a good job on maintenance but volunteers 
help out about three times a year on extra 
projects.  In October 15 students from 
the Gerald Ford Job Corp came out and 
completed our fall trimming and cleaning 
of the park and State Street.  We were very 
lucky to have the hardest working and 
most delightful young men and women 
working with us.  We appreciate each and 
every student who helped.  

$2 OFF
ticket

one general admission

JANUARY  5-6, 2013
SAT 9AM - 7PM  |  SUN 10AM - 4 PM

LIMIT ONE PER PERSON

NAME:

STREET:

CITY: STATE: ZIP:

EMAIL:

Present this coupon to the DeVos Place box office during show hours for ticket discount.
303 Monroe Avenue  •  Grand Rapids, MI 49503  •  Not Valid On Student Pricing

 
 
 

All we need for Christmas is two more houses! 
Tour is the Association’s biggest fundraiser and promotion of Heritage Hill. 
We just need two more to complete the 2013 line-up. We would be very, very 
appreciative if you can make that happen! Call HHA at 459-8950 for all the 
Details and how easy it is to be a Tour host! 

2013 Weekend Tour of Homes 
May 18 and 19 

 

 
 
 

Your Neighborhood Needs Need You (Your House too!) 
Tour is the Association’s biggest fundraiser and promotion of Heritage Hill.  
You’ve always wanted to open your house. The Home Tour committee is 
currently recruiting for the 2013 Tour and beyond. It is your turn! And we 
would be very, very appreciative! Call HHA at 459-8950 for all the details and 
how easy it is to be a Tour host! 

2013 Weekend Tour of Homes 
May 18 and 19 

Weekend Tour of Homes 
May 21 & 22, 2011

www.heritagehilltours.org
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HHASavethedateMINE.pdf   1   3/18/2011   10:43:48 AM

• Keep blinds and curtains closed on 
windows low to the ground or on 
porches where someone can look 
inside and see what is available.

• Keep exterior lights on all night long 
to make your home less attractive to 
prowlers who like to operate in the 
dark where it is less risky to them.  

• Ask neighbor s to report any 
suspicious activity to the police as it 
is occurring.

• Never leave gifts in your vehicle 
unless you put them in the trunk. 
Remove them soon after you get 
home.  Thieves know we hide things 
in our cars.

• After the holiday, cut up the boxes 
that expensive electronics came in 
and turn the printed side in before 
putting them out for recycling pick-
up.  

 A vital part of Neighborhood 
Watch is getting to know your neighbors.  
So, plan on coming to the Heritge Hill 
Association Annual Meeting and Holiday 
Potluck on Thursday, November 29, at 
6:00p.m. 

Holiday Safety Tips:  All those gifts 
wrapped and sitting under the tree look 
so lovely.  They can be tempting for 
prowlers too.  Here are a few tips to make 
sure your friends and family members get 
to enjoy the gifts you plan to give.
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Holiday CHeers to our 
reCent supporters:

The Advendt Group, Inc.
Lynn and Patricia Bravender

Michael Cary and Marjorie Loughrin
Margaret Chamberlain

Edward Clifford and Leslie Van Becker
Kathleen Eberhard

Roger and Rosemary Ellis
Clarice Geels

Jack Greenfield
Jennifer and Christopher Hankinson

Robert W. Henning
Mary Johnson

Gary Korreck and Vicki Hudson
Paul Kutsche

Regina Lungaro
Kevin and Cynthia McCurren 

Alice O’Connor
Don Rietema

Tom Simmons and Mary Robinson
James Tellam

Steve TenElshof
Chris and Tom Truesdale

Mark and Esther Van Allsburg
John and Jennifer Vanderveen

James VanVulpen
Mary Ann Walters

 

 

HOLIDAY CHEERS TO OUR  
RECENT SUPPORTERS: 
 
The Advendt Group, Inc. 
Lynn and Patricia Bravender 
Michael Cary and Marjorie Loughrin 
Margaret Chamberlain 
Edward Clifford and Leslie Van Becker 
Kathleen Eberhard 
Roger and Rosemary Ellis 
Clarice Geels 
Jack Greenfield 
Jennifer and Christopher Hankinson 
Robert W. Henning 
Mary Johnson 
Gary Korreck and Vicki Hudson 
Paul Kutsche 
Regina Lungaro 
Kevin and Cynthia McCurren  
Alice O’Connor 
Don Rietema 
Tom Simmons and Mary Robinson 
James Tellam 
Steve TenElshof 
Chris and Tom Truesdale 
Mark and Esther Van Allsburg 
John and Jennifer Vanderveen 
James VanVulpen 
Mary Ann Walters 

If you have yet to submit your 
2012 Pledge to the Heritage Hill 
Association, please think of us! 

We will put your money to good 
work right back into your neigh-
borhood! We need your support 

more than ever.

Thank You!

 
If you have yet to submit your 2012 Pledge to the Heritage Hill Association, 

please think of us! We will put your money to good work right back into your 
neighborhood! We need your support more than ever. 

Thank You! 

 

Please Think of the 
Heritage Hill Association  
In Your Holiday Thanks Please Think of

the Heritage Hill
Association In Your 

Holiday Thanks

Please remember us when your apartment needs renters. Your dollars not only find you 
tenants but also support the programs of the Heritage Hill Association!

You can list your apartment right at the website
or stop by the HHA office. We welcome you!

Heritage Hill Apartment Rental and Home Sales Listings  All sizes and prices -- Spread the word!!!
RENTHERITAGEHILLWEB.ORG
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Board Notes
Discussion at the September, 2012 Heritage 
Hill Association Board Meeting included:
Build a Better Block: Josh Leffingwell 
presented Build a Better Block, a citizen-
led project and national program to 
promote healthy business districts in urban 

neighborhoods with a one-day staged 
event, that have included pop-up shops, 
bike lanes, temporary business signage, etc. 
State Street will be Build a Better Block’s 
18th project and is scheduled to coincide 
with Home Tour in May of 2013. Josh also 

presented the project as “grassroots civilian 
guerilla planning” and stated the desire to 
present the State Street business district as 
it could be, hoping to attract entrepreneurs, 
city planners, residents and visitors to the 
area. Build a Better Block asked to have a 
Heritage Hill board member presence; Mike 
Clark and Jim Payne assured that there is 
board interest.
311 State Street:  Dan Green, of the 
Nottawaseppi Huron Band of the 
Potawatomi Tribe, presented an overview 
of the tribe’s proposed use of the 
newly-purchased building at 311 State 
Street.  This will be tribe’s other main 
headquarters in addition to Battle Creek. 
Mr. Green explained that the tribe is a 
federally-recognized government and has 
approximately 1,200 members.  The tribe 
will use the building as a center for health 
care services, offices and other member 
services; they have an open door policy 
to any Native tribe member. After school 
programs will be held and some programs 
such as language instruction in Potawatomi 
are open to the non-Native population.
Renovations will start in October and the 
tribe hopes to complete renovations in 
2013. The building will be open M-F, 8:30-
5:00.
Leave of Absence Request of four 
months, Maria Zache:  Motion was passed 
for Maria's unpaid leave request that is 
from mid November to mid March. 
Treasurer’s Report – Jackie reported 
that as of the end of August, income and 
expenses were in line with the budget and 
thanked the staff for keeping expenses 
down.
Staff Reports – In addition to written staff 
reports, Jan added that WYCE's Hat Trick 
concert at One Trick Pony on Monday, 
November 5th, is for the Heritage Hill 
Association and all proceeds will go to 
Pleasant Park.  Jan also noted continued 
communication with Gerald Foy concerning 
the legacy and estate plans for his house at 
65 Lafayette NE.
Community Involvement – Steph Eckley 
Social Media – Steph reported that Media 
Standards would be presented at the 
October meeting and that they should be in 
an info area on the Facebook page. 
Preservation / Zoning / State Street 
Visioning – Mike reported that the State 
Street (final) Plan should be completed by 
the November or December board meeting.
Parks – Maria reported that the budget and 
funding plan are being finalized with the 
city. Jan highlighted the Gem auction that is 
part of ArtPrize and encouraged everyone 
to vote for Friends of Grand Rapids Parks as 
this awarded money would go to Pleasant 
Park.

 9/14/2009 12:08:00 PM 

 

Tidy Home Helpers offers very affordable and 
professional home and small office cleaning services 
to those in the greater Grand Rapids area. We use 
environmentally-friendly Green Seal certified 
products so you, your loved ones, and your 
environment are safe in our hands.   

“At Tidy Home Helpers we’ll keep your  
home looking great.” 

Call 616-233-4832 to set up a free assessment 
Or Visit Us Online: www.tidyhomehelpers.com 

 

Tidy Home Helpers o� ers very a� ordable and professional home and 
small o�  ce cleaning services to those in the greater Grand Rapids area.  
We use environmentally friendly Green Seal certi� ed products so you, 
your loved ones, and your environment are safe in our hands.

“At Tidy Home Helpers we’ll keep
your home looking great.”

Call 616-233-4832 to schedule
a free assessment

Or Visit Us Online:
www.tidyhomehelpers.com

 

(Cont'd on page 12)
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Traffic and Parking – Mike encouraged 
members to be patient and to be good 
hosts as many ArtPrize tourists drive and 
park in our neighborhood. 
Administration:
Fund Development- Jim reported that the 
luncheon at Saint Mary’s will be Friday, 

Bylsma Painting Company
Excellence since 1972

Rick Bylsma has given presentations to Historic Societies, Old House Expo 
events, and to the Michigan Historic Preservation Network.

Some of our projects:
 Frank Lloyd Wright/Meyer May – Steelcase – Grand Rapids, MI
 Frank Lloyd Wright Studio/Amberg home - Grand Rapids, MI
 Gibson Restaurant/Mangiamo’s - Grand Rapids, MI
 Voigt House – Grand Rapids Public Museum - Grand Rapids, MI
 Senator William Alden Smith Estate – Grand Rapids, MI
 Hackley and Hume Estate – Muskegon County Museum, MI
 St. Marks Church – Grand Rapids, MI
 First Methodist Church – Grand Rapids, MI
 Westminster Presbyterian Church – Grand Rapids, MI
 Reagan Marketing – Grand Rapids, MI
 Wealthy Street Theater – Grand Rapids, MI
 Graham Home – Lowell Museum, MI
 Women’s City Club – Grand Rapids, MI

No one in Michigan has more experience, expertise, or volume 
of projects in restoration painting.

616-308-8849
www.bylsmapainting.com

T H E  A R T  I S  I N  T H E  D E TA I L S

Juli S. Wemmer DDS, FAGD

Jon C. Feinauer  DDS

455 Cherry Street, SE    
Grand Rapids, MI 49503

P 616.458.8593
F 616.458.0738
www.stonecastledentistry.com

STONECASTLE
DENTISTRY

T H E  A R T  I S  I N  T H E  D E TA I L S
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Jon C. Feinauer  DDS

455 Cherry Street, SE    
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F 616.458.0738
www.stonecastledentistry.com
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T H E  A R T  I S  I N  T H E  D E TA I L S

Juli S. Wemmer DDS, FAGD

Jon C. Feinauer  DDS

455 Cherry Street, SE    
Grand Rapids, MI 49503

P 616.458.8593
F 616.458.0738
www.stonecastledentistry.com

STONECASTLE
DENTISTRY

November 9th, from noon-1 at the Lacks 
Cancer Center. Jim encouraged board 
members to attend, to sit at each table and 
to encourage sustained funding of Heritage 
Hill. Jim and Jan have been working on all 
of the particulars of the presentation and 
will provide 5 talking points to members. 

Finance – Jim reported that the committee 
is working to finalize a date in November to 
perform the annual audit and to review the 
proposed budget for 2013.
Institutional Liaisons – A meeting will be 
held on September 24th at Mary Free Bed 
regarding the hospital’s planned addition 
development. The October board meeting 
will be held at the Lack’s Cancer Center, to 
tour the space before the November 9 Fund 
Development Luncheon.
Nominating – Jim reported that the 
nominating committee has been notified 
that two members will run again and are 
working to fill the remaining three slots.
Fundraising:
Texas Hold ‘Em – Maria passed around the 
sign-up sheet for the Nov. 1-3 event.
Pledge Drive – Jan commented that a 
pledge calling drive is being organized 
by Barb and will “come together pretty 
quickly”. 

Discussion at the October, 2012 Heritage Hill 
Association Board Meeting included:
Fund Development– November 9th 
Luncheon Preparations – All aspects of 
the luncheon were reviewed including 
the agenda, presentations, sponsorship 
brochure and the PowerPoint presentation. 
Talking points were reviewed, all of which 
center on the concept that partnership 
with HHA is essential to institutions and 
businesses, in order to continue to attract 
and retain young, skilled workers and 
to attract customers.  A suggestion was 
made to make Herald issues available and 
members also requested to see the list of 
confirmed attendees before the event. 
Treasurer’s Report – Jackie Taylor 
reported that as of the end of September, 
some areas look quite good though the 
residential pledges still need work and 
the rental service income continues to 
decline. Jackie celebrated that Home Tour 
tickets came in at 100% of budget and 
again praised the staff for keeping expenses 
down.
Staff Reports – Jan E. and Barb L. 
submitted written reports. Pursuant 
to Barb’s report, Mike Clark suggested 
contacts at the city concerning the 
neighbors meeting with Consumers Energy.
Social Media – Steph Eckley reviewed 
the Code of Conduct which was adopted 
as policy by the members.  Tansy Harris 
commented that, to date, the HH Facebook 
page has received 3,000 views and 500 
Likes.
Hospitality:  Annual Meeting and 
Holiday Potluck – Steph reported that the 
committee is starting work on this event 
and that Jane Lovett is again willing to 
solicit “tastes” from neighbor restaurants. 

Board Notes  (Cont'd from page 11)
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Tru-Trough
Seamless Half Round Gutter Supply

On-Site Fabrication for Contractors & Do-It-Yourselfers
'Chop & Drop'

269.270.6689
john.r.crookston@charter.net

7132 N. 23rd  Street
Kalamazoo, MI 49004

JOHN R. CROOKSTON

Santa will again be invited.
Preservation / Zoning – Mike Clark 
reported on the Planning Commission's 
decision regarding Mary Free Bed's 
addition. The Hospital will need to submit 
an amended plan that allows future 
development at the corner of Jefferson 
and Wealthy that will be an active use and 
pedestrian friendly. The second parking 
ramp's entrance will be rerouted for this 
purpose. More vertical expressions are to 
be included in the Jefferson facade of the 
addition.
State Street Visioning – Barb L. reported 
that Vicki H. and she are working on a 
holiday lighting project with the business 
owners on State Street.
Parks – Jan E. reported that a meeting 
concerning Pleasant Park would be held on 
October 18th at the Child Discovery Center 
at 7 p.m. Postcards went out to neighbors 
in the proposed special assessment district. 
Jan also reminded members of the WYCE 
Hat Trick concert on November 5th at One 
Trick Pony, benefitting Pleasant Park and 
encouraged neighbors to attend.
Traffic and Parking – Mike C. reported 
that James Street has re-opened.
Finance – The Finance Committee is 
scheduled to meet on 10/30 to review the 
2013 draft budget.
Institutional Liaisons – Jim commented 
on the continuing work with Mary Free Bed 
and Saint Mary’s.
Nominating – Jim P. reported that the 
nominating committee is still working to fill 
three open spots.
Home Tour – Four houses have been 
recruited to date; the Steering Committee is 
meeting monthly. 
Texas Hold ‘Em – Maria Z. passed around 
the sign-up sheet for the Dec. 2-5 event.
Pledge Drive – Jackie T. will be sending out 
follow-up pledge letters and Barb will be 
conducting a phone-a-thon on 10/30. 

The HHA Board meets at 7:00 p.m. on the 
third WEDNESDAY of every month at the 
GRCC DeVos Campus, 415 East Fulton, at the 
Robert Sneden Lecture Hall. Neighbors are 
welcome to attend. 
If you would like an item placed on the 
Board agenda, please call the HHA office 
at 459-8950 before 4:00 p.m. of the second 
WEDNESDAY of the month. 
If you would like to address the Board 
regarding an agenda item, public comment 
is taken at the beginning of each meeting. 
For non- agenda items, public comment is 
taken at the end of each meeting. Typically, 
Board meetings run from 7:00 p.m. until 
8:30 p.m.
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Remember 
Heritage Hill
Property Owners:
There is a City Preservation Ordinance 
that governs all  exterior changes, 
repairs and/or additi ons to Heritage Hill 
properti es. Call the Grand Rapids Historic 
Preservati on Commission at 456-3451 for 
informati on on approvals. You can access 

the application form 
at the City’s website, 
www.ci.grand-rapids.
mi.us at the Planning 
Department section 
or at the Heritage Hill 
Association’s www.
h e r i t a g e h i l l w e b .
org. This ordinance 
applies to all exterior 
changes, repairs, and/
or additions to your 
home and property.  
Items such as doors 
and windows including 
storms, yard structures, 
driveway and sidewalk 
approaches, and fences 
do need HPC approvals. www.mvwines.com  |  200 Union NE  |  616.459.0911

Located in
Historical Heritage Hill

2011 OUTSTANDING HISTORIC PRESERVATION AWARD
for Commercial Projects by the Grand Rapids
Historic Preservation Commission.

Open every day - 8:00 a.m. to Midnight
Complimentary Wine Tasting every Saturday 10 a.m. - 6 p.m.

Wine, Micro Brews,
Gourmet Groceries and Personality.

P
H

O
TO

 B
Y

 M
R

. B
O

B
 S

M
IT

H

“ Working in the Heritage Hill Neighborhood  

over the years has been an amazing experience for 

VanDerKolk Painting.  I appreciate the high standards 

and commitment to quality found in each of the  

homes in which we have provided our painting services.  

Thank you for allowing my company to be a part of 

your history.”
 – Tom VanDerKolk
    President/Owner

Drywall and Plaster Repair 
Wall, Door, Trim, Ceiling Painting 
Kitchen Cabinet Finishes: paint, glaze, stain 
Strip Tank for Paint Removal 
Stain Matching and Wood Restoration 
FREE Color Consultation with Interior Designer (conditions apply)

HeritageHalfPageAd9.6.12.indd   1 9/10/12   11:21 AM
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Heritage Hill Association
126 College SE
Grand Rapids, MI 49503

Non-Profit Org.
U.S. Postage

PAID
Grand Rapids, MI

Permit No. 523

DATES TO REMEMBER
All Heritage Hill Association Meetings are open to neighbors.

Neighborhood Improvement & Public Safety 
organizing efforts of the Heritage Hill 
Association are in part funded by the City 
of Grand Rapids' Community Development 
Block Grant Programs.

Classifieds
HOuSE CLEANING,  ORGANIZING AND 
DOWNSIZING SERVICES.  For smart, reliable 
and conscientious service call Lisa B at 616-916-
5780.  Senior discounts.  Get Clean.
H O u S E  C L E A N I N G ,  H O u S E  S I T T I N G , 
ORGANIZING, DOG-WALKING, ETC.  Call Sarah 
at 616-334-8256.  Kendall College graduate with 
excellent references.
HOuSEHOLD CLEANERS.  Two hardworking 
college students available to clean your home.  
We provide supplies if desired.  Call Kate at 616-
514-9624.  Thanks!

www.wpcgr.org          456-1456
47 Jefferson - Downtown - Grand Rapids

Camp Henry        459-2267
Child Development Center      458-8480
Food Pantry         456-6115

SUNDAY WORSHIP               SUMMER WORSHIP
             8:30 am & 10:55am                           10:00am
       (September through May)          (June through August)

CHURCH SCHOOL
For all ages

9:40am
(September through May)

Nursery care provided

Friday, November 29, 2012
Annual Meeting and Holiday Potluck

6:00 p.m. – 9:00 p.m.
Santa comes; you should too!

Please bring a dish to pass; HHA will supply the rest
GRCC DeVos Campus

Robert Sneden Academic Building Lecture Hall  •  415 East Fulton

Heritage Hill Association office closed from 
December 24, 2012 through January 1, 2013       Happy Holidays to all!!!

Wednesday, January 16, 2013 
HHA Board Meeting – 7:00 pm.    GRCC DeVos Campus

Robert Sneden Academic Building Lecture Hall  •  415 East Fulton

Friday, January 18, 2013 
January February Heritage Herald Deadline

Wednesday, February 20, 2013 
HHA Board Meeting – 7:00 pm.    GRCC DeVos Campus

Robert Sneden Academic Building Lecture Hall  •  415 East Fulton

Annual HHA Events for 2013
Saturday and Sunday, May 18th and 19th, 2013

2013 Heritage Hill Weekend Tour of Homes
11 am to 5 pm on Saturday; Noon to 6 pm on Sunday

Holiday Gifts? We have ticket gift certificates.

Heritage Hill Yard Sales Day - June 8th, 2013


