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Heritage Hill

National Night Out
in Foster Park
at Cherry, State, Madison SE

Tuesday August 7, 2012

5:30 to 8:00 p.m.
Potluck Picnic - 5:30 to 6:30 pm

 Bring your favorite dish to pass and a chair or blanket to sit on.
		

Everything else is provided.

 Enjoy dinner with neighbors, friends, family, Chief of Police
		
		

Belk, Community Officers, Firefighters, City Commissioners and
maybe even Rex, the drug-seeking-crime canine!

Fun Stuff 6:30 to 8:00 pm

 Kids Kazoo Parade, Sponge "Blob" water fun, add-on art project,
		
		

Firefighters' Hose Down, kiddie pool and our all time favorite -hula-hoopalooza.

Closing Ceremony - 8:00 pm

 Shut off the grill, break up the tables, throw out the trash and bid
		
		

a fond farewell to friends from the north and south ends of
Heritage Hill.

The Heritage Hill Association
126 College S.E.
Grand Rapids, MI 49503
616-459-8950 Fax: 616-459-2409
Hours: 9 am - 5 pm, Mon. - Fri..
Answering machine available for after-hours messages.
EMAIL: heritage@heritagehillweb.org
WEBSITE: www.heritagehillweb.org
Purpose:
The purpose of the Heritage Hill Association is to
provide neighbors a way of collectively building a
healthy, historically preserved community in which
people can live and work in a secure and stable
environment.
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Jan Earl, Executive Director
Barb Lester, Crime Prevention Organizer
Maria Zache, Administrative Assistant
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Connections
This summer is HOT, Hot, hot! I’ve yet to
melt although those 100+ days sure felt
like I was. Whatever your heat tolerance,
it is summer in Heritage Hill and the best
time to porch or stoop sit. Enjoy your
neighbors with this idle time – it’s too
hot to do much else!
  
Great neighbors, Kate Diedrich and Jim
Payne, organized and did it all for the
2012 Garden Tour. It was a beautiful
weekend and people really appreciated
the glorious gardens in Heritage Hill.
Thanks so much for raising $2 ,100 for
the Association.
  
Hats off too to the Texas Hold'Em gang
that convened at TJ’s Charity Game

Room. This is a no-glory fundraiser
and not really associated with the
Heritage Hill neighborhood, but it works.
Volunteers staffed the money side of
the event: selling and redeeming poker
chips, signing up participants for the
tournament. Thanks to the 16 volunteers
for earning $3,588 for the Association’s
programs. You too can join this gang. HHA
has events August 5-8, November 1-3 and
December 2-5. Sign up early and often!
  
Enjoy the remaining summer months …
Jan Earl
Executive Director

2012 Spring Tour of Homes:

Attendance Beginning to Show Promise in 2nd Year of May Event
- and Did Anyone Else See That Turkey?
Our 2012 Weekend Tour of Homes
showed that what we do here in the
Hill is important, as far as caring for
these monuments from a grander time.
Offering glimpses inside some of them
each year seems even more important.
Those of us helping organize the Annual
Tour realize, however, there is still a
bit of an education process necessary
before tour attendance numbers will
return to the 2000-plus, we once
though just adequate. Adequate when
compared to the 3,000 and more tourgoers we experienced in the mid-to-late
90‘s. After quite a bit of belt-tightening
and searching out alternative revenue
streams, attendance around 2,000 would
really be a nice, sustainable number for a
tour event like ours.
Here I go again. Regarding tour,
I will never tire of using the term
“best ever” when referring to Heritage
Hill’s Annual Tour. My wife, Chris and
I are still awestruck at the diversity
of homes, owners, tenants, locations,
tastes and architectural offerings that
make every neighborhood tour unique.
2012 was no exception. The north end
was represented by three homes: Two
Lafayette Avenue beauties and a College
Avenue home with a built-in meal stop.
A “Thank You” goes to Jerry, Todd and
Skyelar and An and Bob and the North
College Block Club gang for the great
tours and great eats afterward.
While in the north end, our small
group spotted a wild turkey wandering
up and down driveways near Lafayette
and Fountain. It’s not the first turkey
spotting we’ve experienced in Heritage
Hill, but wonder if it’s the same female
(I’m assuming female as it has none of
the beak or neck stuff – that’s about as
technical as I can get - males have) Chris
and I have seen in and around the Hill, off
and on, for nearly two years.
Anyway, traversing south past
Fulton, we saw four homes ranging from
big to small to one hidden amongst a row
of businesses. “Thanks” to Stephanie and
Dashiell, Suzanne, Jennifer and Syl and to
Sarah and David for letting us into your
lovely homes this year.
These Tour hosts for 2012 were a
nice mix of “seasoned” residents as well
as some new. While we had no favorites,
Chris and I were amazed at two treasures
we’d never been in before – 135
Lafayette NE and 334 State St SE – as well

as the amount of work that had gone into
428 Pleasant SE just to make it, first, safe
and livable and then wonderfully-suited
to the young couple who live there.
“Thanks” also go to the Child
Discovery Center, ReMax/SunQuest
Realtors, St. Mark’s Episcopal Church,
Steelcase’s Meyer May House and GRCC’s
White Hall for opening their buildings
to the tour-going public. The recent
renovation, improvements and Silver
Leed Certification to White Hall, formerly
Warren Hall, on GRCC’s DeVos campus
are certainly a testament to the school’s
commitment to the building and the
neighborhood.
Last, but not least, to those who
volunteered for and attended Tour, we
thank you and hope you are looking
forward to May 2013 as much as we are.
As I’ve always said, Heritage Hill is at its
most beautiful in the spring.
The Annual Heritage Hill Tour of
Homes is the largest fundraiser for
the Heritage Hill Association. More
than 300 volunteers contribute to
making the weekend a success with all
proceeds going right back into programs
for the Heritage Hill neighborhood.
Some of these programs include block

club organizing, crime prevention,
community and resource education,
land-use planning and preservation of
the district’s historic character. While
it’s sometimes more complicated than
that, more often than not, the programs
are simply focused on helping neighbors
maintain and/or improve their quality of
life in Heritage Hill.

Looking for 2013
Tour Homes . . .
And Beyond!

The search for a homeowner’s
“pride and joy” or even an interesting
“work in progress” continues. If
members of the Tour Committee come
visit some of you in these next few
months, please consider the generous
favor we ask of you: Opening your home
for the Heritage Hill Annual Weekend
Tour of Homes.
The dates for our next May Tour will
be Saturday and Sunday, May 18 and 19,
2013.
To be included, call the Heritage Hill
Association office: 459-8950.
- Tom Truesdale

M en tio n ou r ad
an d re ce ive
$ 5 0 off
ne w pa tie nt ex
am .

Heritage H ill D ental
Family

•

Implant

•

Cosmetic

Matthew Lieto, DMD
At Heritage Hill Dental we are dedicated
to performing high quality dentistry
in a comfortable environment.
Using the latest technology with
attention to detail is the
focal point of our practice.
www.heritagedentalgr.com
255 Washington SE •

Suite 4

616.451.2336
• Grand Rapids MIchigan

49503
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Weekend Tour of Homes Tour Friend
that was inadvertently omitted last issue!

Simmons Construction
220 Union SE 616.401-0555
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City Presents 18th Annual Historic Preservation Awards
On May 23rd the City of Grand Rapids
and the Historic Preservation Commission
presented Historic Preservation Awards
to two Heritage Hill residents.
SPECIAL RECOGNITION AWARD –
JAN EARL
Jan received this award for 27 years of
work on preservation issues in Heritage
Hill as the Executive Director of the
Heritage Hill Association.
To simply say Jan Earl is the
Executive Director of the Heritage Hill
Association does not begin to do justice
to all that she has done for Heritage Hill
and our City as a whole. Since her arrival
in Grand Rapids in the early 1980s, Jan
has been actively contributing her time
and energy toward the betterment of our
community.

Within four years of her arrival, Jan
was hired by the Heritage Hill Association
as the Community Services Director. Jan
does not dole out the work as director; in
fact she describes her role as working to
foster neighborhood leaders. Jan doesn’t
speak up “for” neighbors because they
do that themselves and she believes their
voices are more powerful than just hers.
She is committed to growing
neighborhood activists because resident
leadership is what builds healthy and vital
neighborhoods. It is this philosophy and
Jan’s drive that has helped make Heritage
Hill what it is today, which is Grand
Rapids’ most recognized neighborhood.
This of course does not mean that
Jan sat quietly in the background. She
is far too feisty to sit on her hands. Jan
has been an integral voice in community
and city decisions and planning for many

Tru-Trough

Seamless Half Round Gutter Supply
On-Site Fabrication for Contractors & Do-It-Yourselfers

'Chop & Drop'

JOHN R. CROOKSTON
269.270.6689
john.r.crookston@charter.net

7132 N. 23rd Street
Kalamazoo, MI 49004

STONECASTLE
STONECASTLE

years. Her devotion and experience has
influenced the creation and planning of
the Heritage Hill Master Plan, the first of
its kind in the city, the Davis House issues
on Fountain Street, the conversion of
the Meyer May House and the Prospect
Avenue Redevelopment Plan, to name
a few. Her tireless efforts were also
imperative in the many, many meetings
with Mary Free Bed, Saint Mary’s and
Spectrum Butterworth. All of which were
to ensure the preservation of the historic
character of the Hill and the quality of life
so deserved by residents of the Hill.
As time has elapsed, the community
has watched the vision of Jan and
neighbors come full circle as Heritage Hill
is once again a premier location to live,
work and play. Although Jan has received
many a “thank-yous” over the years this
award will be the first public recognition
of Jan’s dedication to our community and
the democratic ideal that is her mantra,
that true power rests with the people.
This is long overdue Jan, but the City
of Grand Rapids thanks you for all your
efforts, past, present and future. We look
forward to many more years of successful
partnerships.

AWARD FOR OUTSTANDING
RESIDENTIAL PRESERVATION
PROJECT – JULIE & BOB CONNORS
For their rehabilitation of 311 Pleasant SE
This charming Bungalow was built in
1912 by George Oosting, a traveling
agent for Musselman Grocer Company.
Through the decades the house remained
a single family home with little alteration.
However, it did not remain impervious
to the social and economic climates
of the times and eventually became a
rental property. The house sat vacant

(Cont'd on page 6)
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Pleasant Park is still very much alive.
In late 2011, the Natural Resources
Trust Fund at the State of Michigan and
Community Development Block Grant
funds were awarded to the project.
An additional $317,000 is required to
construct the park and that is where we
are right now. The steering committee is
exploring numerous options to raise the
rest of the money. What we had hoped
was that a lead donor would be found
and that lead donation would define
the necessary community fundraising.
That lead donor has been elusive. We
realize that we may not be able to find

that perfect match and are investigating
other scenarios. We can't announce an
organized fund campaign just yet ... but
stay tuned.
Development is expected to occur in
2013 if the needed funding can be raised.
If you would like to make a
contribution to the park, go to
www.friendsofgrparks.org and use the
online donation form, or mail a check
to Friends of GR Parks, PO box 3199;
Grand Rapids, MI 49501, and designate
"Pleasant Park" in the comment section.

Historic Preservation
Awards (Cont'd from page 5)
throughout the early 1990s until new
tenants moved in, in 2000. Over the next
10 years, the house began to show signs
of deterioration despite attempts at minor
repairs.
Apparently undaunted by their
restoration of 71 Lafayette NE, the
Connors chose to take on 311 Pleasant
as an investment property, purchasing
it in 2010. Through their stewardship
the house and yard received a complete
makeover with work expanding from
the foundation to the new roof. This
home is now, as it was always meant to be,
an absolutely charming and cozy abode
that can only help to spur like work along
Pleasant Street. We thank Julie and Bob
Connors for their commitment to Heritage
Hill and hope to see them adopt more
houses in the future.
The Heritage Hill Association is very
grateful for the work of Jan Earl and
Bob and Julie Connors who have
receivedNeighborhood
these important
awards. We
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also
recognize the
invaluable role that
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Fire
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The
ofThe
Grand Rapids and as a clean, safe
and pleasant neighborhood in which
residents can live, work and play.
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POLICE RESPONSES FOR 2012

Michigan Street Corridor Plan: Have our voices been heard?
Have our voices been heard on issues
pertaining to the Michigan Street Corridor
Planning Project? I’d say the answer is
yes!
Why? For many years, the focus
and investment was on the downtown
institutional sector, while much of the
rest Michigan Street crumbled, with a few
exceptions. Now, the attention has turned
to answer the question, “What about all of
Michigan Street?” The community (you,
me and other stakeholders) is having a
say on what the future development of
Michigan Street should be to better serve
residents, visitors and workers.
The major theme of the ultimate plan
that will emerge by year’s end is to give
the Michigan Street Corridor “a sense of
place.” At its core, is bringing new life to
this well-traveled gateway to downtown.
Neighborhood services and increased
housing density will be sandwiched
between College and Fuller with
institutional and/or office/light industrial
at each end (except for residential to the
east of Plymouth Avenue). The core area
will ultimately serve residents better
and provide visitors and workers with
services that will encourage them to stop
and linger instead of just driving through
the corridor on their way to someplace
else.
This spring, the planning process
moved into high gear once a U.S. Housing
and Development grant to the City was in
place. Focus groups, targeted interviews,
public meetings and steering committee
discussions drew diverse views. During
this most important formative stage, all
stakeholders, including neighbors, local
businesses, institutions and others, have
voiced their perspectives concerning
what Michigan Street should become.
The Heritage Hill Association hosted its
well-attended session in May to gather
neighbors’ views about issues and
solutions, and many neighbors attended
the public forums.
These activities culminated with
public forums #2 and #3 in June, where
more than 150 citizens participated.
Two sessions were held for each forum
to maximize opportunities for input,
once in the late afternoon and the other
in the evening. (Forum #1 was held last
fall.) The Discovery & Discussion Forum
provided a status report to attendees and
solicited specific views on what was most
important to them on four issues that
relate to the Michigan Street Corridor: 1)
Land Use; 2) Transportation; 3) Public
Health; and 4) Green Infrastructure.
A week later at the Details and
Design Forum, participants reviewed and

commented on three land use scenarios
shown on huge maps, as well as on other
issues, such as transportation and the use
of open spaces. Participants at the 10-12
tables wrote directly on the maps, stating
what they liked or didn’t like and adding
ideas of their own. The scenarios also
reflected the greening of Grand Rapids,
with linear parks along parts of I-196,
potential dual use of the train right-ofway, more trees and landscaping and/or
public plaza spaces.
Over the summer, Planning
Department staff and the project
consultants will be reviewing all the
comments and suggestions. They may
perform targeted “mini-studies” on
specific areas or issues to try to determine
what options are more feasible and
ultimately settle in on a preferred land
use plan that makes sense. Based on these
preferred uses, transportation options
will be analyzed and a transportation
plan that will support these uses will be
prepared.
This fall, be on the alert for another
forum or two to hear about and give
“final” views on the plans that have

been developed. There will still be time
to tweak the plans to suit the needs of
people living nearby or using the corridor.
What might we see along or near the
corridor? Check out the box below for
some possibilities for the future.
For more information, please contact
the Heritage Hill office at 459-8950 or
Craig Nobbelin at 458-0471.

Craig Nobbelin, Co-Chair
Michigan Street Corridor Plan Steering
Committee and
Heritage Hill Neighbor

Possible Changes along the Michigan Street Corridor
 Clearly defined uses along sections of Michigan
 Neighborhood/institution services (3 stories or less) adjacent to Heritage Hill on
the south side of Michigan between Lafayette and College
 Mixed-use neighborhood services from College to east of Fuller (helping to create a
sense of place between the College and Fuller Gateways to the corridor)
 More institutional mixed-use near the Women’s Health Center
 Medium-to-high density residential between the railroad right of way and the
highway (roughly from Miller Zeilstra to the old Rylee’s)
 Linear parks on both sides of the highway, perhaps connecting with a dual-use rail
right-of-way and a larger green space (area of Miller Zeilstra) with a transit hub
 Public/private plaza spaces dotting Michigan Street, complementing an improved
streetscape
 Designs to support safe multi-modal transportation, including bike routes off of
Michigan Street
 Neighborhood/institutional mixed-use along the freeway, in parts of Belknap
Neighborhood

SHOP LOCAL

– EXPERT AUTO REPAIR –

SHOP LOCAL-

IN YOUR NEIGHBORHOOD

FOREIGN - DOMESTIC - BRAKES - EXHAUST - SHOCKS STRUTS - ALIGNMENTS -TUNEUPS - MOST REPAIRS –– FREE ESTIMATES & LOCAL TRANSPORTATION TO & FROM
90 days same
as cash

McGRAW TIRE
(F I R E S T O N E) SINCE 1927
HERITAGE HILL AND DOWNTOWN
141 WEALTHY SE (AT LaGRAVE)

459-3393
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GIVEAWAYS
ENTERTAINMENT

FREE FOOD
INFORMATION ON SCHOOLS & SERVICES
John Ball Zoo

Two-for-Tuesday
Purchase one full-price admission
to John Ball Zoo and receive a second
FREE (of equal or lesser value). Valid
5:30-8 pm Tuesday, August 21 only.
Enjoy extended hours until 8 pm!

When: Tuesday, August 21* | 3-7 p.m.
Where: John Ball Park

1300 Fulton St. W, Grand Rapids

Cost: Admission is FREE!

*Rain date is August 22

Admission to the zoo is a separate fee not included in the GRPS Back to School Celebration Event. JUMP passes are not valid for zoo
admission during this event because the GRPS Back to School Celebration is a special event at John Ball Zoo this evening.

TITLE SPONSORS:
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EVENT SPONSORS:

Into the Fires by Commissioner Ruth Kelly
 	
How can the city’s fire department
maintain the same level of service
with fewer resources and what are our
services worth to us? Tight municipal
budgets keep those questions at the
forefront of the minds of city residents
and commissioners regarding every
public service (as well they should be at
all times). Fire Chief Knapp and strategic
planner firefighters Rob Pease and Brad
Brown offered me an opportunity to enter
live fires to observe two technologies
being considered by the city that would
increase efficiency and prevention.

 	
First I had to be
outfitted. Training Chief Kevin
Sehlmeyer set me up with
boots, gloves and firefighting
turnout gear. Deputy Chief
Salatka had me fit-tested
for a face piece that would
allow me to get air from
my tank without leaks. The
Self-Contained Breathing
Apparatus I would have to
wear on my back weighed 25
pounds.
 	
On my arrival at the
testing site I was given a science lesson
about the use of compressed air foam
as a means of extinguishing fire as
opposed to water. Compressed Air Foam
Systems (CAFS) combine soap, water
and compressed air to create a foam
solution. The rapid cooling properties
of CAFS require less water and allow for
fire attack from a greater distance with a
30% increase in stream reach. Fires are
extinguished, on average, ten times faster
than with water alone! Fire and water
damage to property are greatly reduced.
 	
The other technology I witnessed
was Positive Pressure Attack. It blew
me away...or it had that potential.
From the layperson’s point of view it’s
a powerful fan that blows out smoke
before firefighters enter a building. Using
ventilation during the initial stage of a fire
attack, this method neutralizes thermal

Winter-Troutwine Associates, Inc.
Preservation Architecture and Planning

Specializing in historic:
• Restoration, planning and
design
• Community planning
• Mainstreet design and
consulting
• Tax credits
• National Register
Nominations

jim@winter-troutwine.com
616-451-8331
Grand Rapids, Michigan

imbalances increasing survivability
for victims and firefighters alike, while
providing immediate improvement in
visibility. Quicker extinguishment and
reduced risk of flashover diminishes the
risk of life and property loss.
 	
Rob Pease had me drink a full bottle
of water before we even started the fire
we would be putting out. My plan was
to hang back so that if too frightened, I
would simply back out and observe from
outside. Water having been drunk to avert
dehydration, we entered the building and
like pyromaniacs struck the match to set
the structure ablaze. We stood outside as
the fire increased in intensity and size. To
my surprise, I was handed the hose and
instructed how to open its valve, because
I was chosen as the lead firefighter in a
string of us entering the building.
 	
Burdened with my heavy gear
and a 25-pound tank on my back, I was
instructed to crawl inside the building
and find the fire. I obeyed reluctantly
and went on my knees into a roiling
back cloud of smoke with absolutely no
visibility. I proceeded to crawl straight
into a wall causing a small pile up of
firefighters that added to the burden
on my back.   I’d only just been inside
this building to set the fire! “What if,”
I thought, “as is the usual case for our
firefighters, they’d never been inside and
had no clue what obstacles lay ahead?”
 	
Fire and heat were waiting around
the corner. Against every instinct, I crept
toward it hose in hand. Rob was nearby
with a temperature gauge so we could
observe the increase in heat while we
waited for a flashover (floor to ceiling
>1000 degrees F). Only then was I to
open the hose and put out the fire. I
understood the meaning of eternity.
 	
At last we reached the desired
temperature and I pulled mightily to open
the stream of water. With a few repeated
sweeps of the water the fire was out. I left
the building hot, dehydrated and relieved
but the next fire was soon started to
demonstrate, contrast and compare the

(Cont'd on page 10)
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Into the Fires
(Cont'd from page 9)

two firefighting methods.
 	
Unlike scenario #1, we walked
standing up into the building and could
see everything thanks to the Positive
Pressure Attack blower. In a dramatic
move never allowed in any real (not test)
fire, the lead firefighter removed his
glove! In fire number one, his hand would
have been toast. The high output blower
used in Positive Pressure Attack cooled
the air and removed the smoke. The fire
was immediately located and within a few
seconds the fire was extinguished with
foamy water.
 	
I’m told that these technologies
must be deployed when and where
appropriate, but the test cases convinced
me that the investment was well worth
consideration. These new tools will
be available on the newly-authorized
Quick Response Vehicles (QRVs), which
should be in place by this December and
result in cost savings driven by the city’s
transformation plan.
 	
Our fire department has earned
the distinction of being the only fire
department in the State of Michigan with
a fire suppression rating that puts them
in the top 1% of all fire departments in
the country. Under the direction of Chief
Laura Knapp,
along
with the dedication
Julie
Momber
of the strategic planning team and the
Stylist
willingness of our firefighters to put
residents first and continuously improve,
we’re getting what amounts to the best
fire protection we can get in the city.
I had a chance to witness its superior
performance first hand.

OUTSTANDING
RESULTS.

Whether you’re in the market for a new home or looking to sell your current one, call the
#1 Residential Retail Real Estate Team in Grand Rapids − the Griffin Properites Team!
WWW.GRIFFINPROPERTIES.NET

630 Kenmoor SE, Suite 101
Grand Rapids, MI 49546

SALON

and Day Spa
Located in the garden level
of the Oakwood Manor Building
547 Cherry St SE Suite B
Grand Rapids, MI 49503

616-301-0633
(616) 301-0633
Hours: 547 Cherry St. SE, Suite B
Grand
Rapids, MI 49503
Monday by
Appointment
salonmaui@yahoo.com
Tues.-Thurs. 10a.m.-7p.m.
Fri. 10a.m.-5p.m.
2nd & 4th Sat. of each month 10a.m.-2p.m.

salonmauigr.com/salonmaui@yahoo.com

Happy
Summer
From

Salon Maui
Redeem for
$10.00
Off any Salon or
Spa Service

MAKE A DIFFERENCE MAKE A PLEDGE . . .
Traditional in Style
Progressive in Thought
Engaged in the Community
10 East Park Place NE • Grand Rapids
616.459.3203 • www.parkchurchgr.org
Worship Service 11:00 a.m.
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. . . a neighborhood association is only as strong as its Membership!
Donate Today.

N eighborhood Potpourri
Tips from our neighbors: Extend the
life of an exterior paint job.
Rick Bylsma, house painter extraordinaire, called in a tip about how we can
preserve the expensive paint jobs on the
exterior of our homes. Rick suggests an
annual house “washing” using a gentle
spray, not power washing, starting at the
bottom of the home and working upward
to the eves. The stream should not be too
forceful because we don’t want to break
the seal of the paint. The annual cleaning
will keep our homes looking sharp and
may even give us another year or two on
the current paint job. Rick says the dirt,
fumes and other contaminants in the air
shorten the life of even the best paint.
Thank you Rick!
Mike Mast responded to one our June
26th E-Alerts to neighbors about a possible bike theft. The Alert stated: A
neighbor reported this morning that a bike
was left in a vacant parking lot. Mike’s
good advice: “Bike licenses are available
at all Grand Rapids Fire Stations. You will
need to bring your bike and fill out a short
form to receive a license. Bike licenses are
a free service of the City of Grand Rapids.
As part of this process the serial number
of the bicycle, located on the frame’s base,
(flip the bicycle over), is recorded and
checked before any recovered bicycles are
sold at police auction.” Thank you Mike!
New fireworks law angers residents,
frightens animals and children, keeps
everyone wake and is a big mistake on
the part of the State! We have heard it
all from several neighbors and from the
police. The increased use of once illegal
fireworks has neighbors on edge as the
grass dries out and roof tops are roasted.
Tempers are beginning to flare.
Here are some facts and advice about
fireworks:
•
Fireworks are legal to set off for 30
days a year only. The day before, the
day of and the day after any of the 10
recognized legal holidays.
•
Fireworks set off on other days are
a violation of the city ordinance just
passed by the City
Commission as a response to citizens
concerns. That is the very most the
city can do at this time.
•
Police Departments county-wide
are begging residents to refrain
from setting off fireworks where the
danger of fire is possible. There have
been several serious incidents.
•
The Grand Rapids Police Department
is taking increased calls on illegal
use of fireworks and disturbances of
the peace and is responding to those
concerns. The response is best when

officers have specific information on
where the fireworks are being set off.
If you do not have an address please
give the block number (100 block of
Main St. SE). Unfortunately, if you are
inside your home the window closest
to you is where the sound comes in
and will make it seem as if that is the
direction where the fireworks are
being set off. Many times that is not
an accurate assumption. Do the best
you can to determine the location
without putting yourself in danger.
•
Though the police officers are
fewer in number than in the recent
past and they are responding to
burglaries, assaults and other high
priority calls from residents they are
also responding to the fireworks and
disturbance calls. Chronic offenders
will not be treated lightly.
What you can do to preserve the peace
and safety:
•
Call the police when there is a
violation: 456-3400. If the violation
stops before police arrive (and you
are still awake), call the dispatcher
back so the officers can save time and

by Barb Lester

go to the next call for service.
A violation would include daytime
and nighttime fireworks on any days
other than the 30 allowed under the
City Ordinance.
•
Close windows if you can, without
roasting alive.
•
Turn on fans or air conditioners to
provide background noise that helps
fade-out the “booms.”
•
Pull shades or curtains so the lights
won’t be so disturbing.
•
Contact your vet for assistance
and/or purchase a Thundershirt; a
calming cocoon for your dog.
•
Remain calm to help children feel
safe too. Before the “season” begins,
explain fireworks to children who
are old enough to understand or
tell a comforting story that includes
fireworks to children to help them
cope with the loud noises and lights.
If you have a set of chronic offenders,
please give the Association a call. We can
work with you on specific addresses if
they are in the hill or very nearby –
459-8950.
•

Blue Molly
August 7

Meijer Gardens

Make it a
Heritage Hill outing
after the Picnic
Grand River Builders' star and Heritage Hill Association pillar sponsor, Dan Beelen and
his band, Blue Molly are the Tuesday headliners at the Meijer Gardens Concert series.
That means you can come to the picnic and then out to the Garden! Tickets are $12.00
at the door or free for Meijer Garden members.
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Roses to our recent Heritage Hill Association
contributors:

Ray and Bridget Avendt
David Baak and Betty Zylstra
David and Jean Bahle
Kenneth Bauer
Wesley Beck
Larry and Nancy Beckwith
John Buckley
Becky Butela
Bylsma Painting
Gert Calmese
Marie and John Calvetti
Julie and John Colvin
Bob and Julie Connors
Karen Dahl and Richard Machado
Lisa DeFerrari and Dan DeWitt
Suzanne DeHaan
Dave and Sue DeJonge
Tina Demling
Margaret Dietrich
Jerry Dreyer
Dave Eppelheimer
Emily Fields
James and Minnie Forbes
Fountain Hill Center for Counseling
and Consultation
Karen Garibaldi and Drue Orwig

Remember Heritage Hill
Property Owners:
There is a City Preservation Ordinance that
governs all exterior changes, repairs and/
or additions to Heritage Hill properties. Call
the Grand Rapids Historic Preservation
Commission at 456-3451 for information on
approvals. You can access the
application form at the City’s
website, www.ci.grandrapids.mi.us at the Planning
Department section or at the
Heritage Hill Association’s
www.heritagehillweb.org.
This ordinance applies
to all exterior changes,
repairs, and/or additions to
your home and proper ty.
Items such as doors and
windows including storms,
yard structures, driveway
and sidewalk approaches,
and fences do need HPC
approvals.
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Chuck Goldsmith and In Memory of
Kevin Machiela
Marvin and Beverly Hall
Coleen Hamman
Dave and Cathy Hathaway
Heritage Hill Dental
Jack and Susan Hessler
James Honeycutt
Susan Jackson
Ann and David Keister
James and Tamela Koop
James and Virginia LaGrand
Douglas Lang
Dean Lantinga
The Larges
Dan and Vinh Le
Dennis and Margaret Leiber
Jack Lensink
Bob and Thea Leunk
Tom and Anne Logan
Cassandra Lowe
Dr. Faite Mack and Von Norasing
Chris and Erin Magley
Mary Manguse
Chris and Laura Martin
Myron and Willa Mast
Paula McNeely
Greg McNeilly
Jaime and Steve Misner
Michelle Mott
Patty Neva
Eleanor Nowack
Ellen Pool
Pregnancy Resource Center

Maryann and Luke Rader
Paul Reid
Cheryl Roede
Milt and Barb Rohwer
Martin Rowley
David and Susan Ruel
Saint Mary’s Health Care
Stu Saints and Lisa McManus
Mary Lou Smith
David and Diane Spieker
Kenneth and Connie Taber
Judith Telgenhof and Maria Kricshelnitska
UDM Properties LLC
Mike and Tammi Van Til
John and Gwen Varineau
David Vriesenga and Sarah Ver Meulen
Waters House Apartments
Jarv Willette
Miles Wilson

Please remember us when your apartment
needs renters. Your dollars not only find
you tenants but also support the programs
of the Heritage Hill Association!
You can list your apartment right at the
website or stop by the HHA office. We
welcome you!

RENTHERITAGEHILLWEB.ORG
Heritage Hill Apartment Rental and
Home Sales Listings
All sizes and prices -- Spread the word!!!

We remember…

Wealthy Theatre Centennial Campaign

Bud Gross lived on the 400 block
of Paris for 19 years in a home his
daughter Joan owns. Bud passed away
earlier in July. He was widowed and
was a wonderful neighbor, according
to neighbor Mike Force. Mike says,
“Bud and I spent many hours sitting
on his front porch, discussing all of
the problems of the world. Bud will be
sadly missed by all.”

Wealthy Theatre,
historic landmark and
community venue, is
celebrating the past 100
years by looking to the
future. The Centennial
Campaign will reduce
its carbon footprint
and enhance existing
technologies, ensuring the
theatre's sustainability
for decades to come. The
projects that comprise the
WT Centennial Campaign
address two fundamental challenges
experienced by any historic venue:
containing costs and enhancing appeal.
Wealthy Theatre is a benefit to both to
the immediate community and future
generations. The Centennial Campaign is

Some very nice people will steal your
stuff: Friends and acquaintances will
stop over and steal from you, especially at
parties when everyone is everywhere in
the apartment. It happens every school
year. Make sure you do not hide your stuff
in drawers, books, book bags, under the
mattress or under the plants. This is where
we all hide our stuff and everyone knows
it. Most victims are shocked when theft
happens and can’t believe that anyone they
know would rip them off. Be the first on
your block to keep your stuff. Get creative
about stowing your valuables.

If it has a lock – use it: Door and window
locks in your apartment are meant to keep
out thieves who would love to step in
quietly and grab your laptop, cell, wallet,
purse or cash while you are in the shower
and your roommate is still in bed. Keep
your doors locked. Windows should never
be left open if you leave the apartment/
home. You can use window “pins” on
lower floor windows to hold them open
up to about six inches. This will prevent
anyone from pushing the window sash up
and climbing in. If you think a screen is a
security device you will soon find out it is

Robert Swingler, our neighbor who
lived in the 500 block of Union SE for
many decades. Robert passed away
in June and is missed by his family,
friends and neighbors. Block Captain,
Jill Eggers, remembers Robert as a very
kind man who always had a greeting
for his neighbors."

College Students Alert: Save your stuff

about much more than a building turning
100 years old in 2011. This pioneering
campaign is about historic preservation,
embracing the future in order to preserve
the past. You can help, check out how at
www.wealthytheatre.org/100
not. In June we had two separate reports
that someone cut screens, reached through
windows and grabbed laptops. Call Barb
at the Heritage Hill Association for free
apartment security advice – 459-8950.
Your car is not a vault: Thieves know all
about the “secret hiding places” in your
car. Putting valuables under the seat, in a
closed console, in the ashtray, under the visor, between the seats and under the mat is
not a deterrent to a thief. That’s where he
hides his stuff too. Take yours with you.
A clean car is a turn-off for a thief: Cars
that are stuffed with a bunch of junk often
contain valuables that careless or busy
drivers leave under the newspapers or in
the duffle with the gym shoes and sweats.
A vehicle that has nothing on the seat, floor,
dashboard, or in the console, indicates that
the owner is too uptight to leave a dime
behind. Breaking into this car is much less
enticing for a thief.
Renter’s Insurance: If you decide that
all this crime prevention is not worth the
trouble, get renter’s insurance to pay you
back for your some of your loses. Make
sure you purchase a “replacement value”
policy so that you can replace the fiveyear-old laptop that was stolen with a
brand new one. Renter’s insurance is very
inexpensive - $120 per year. You may
even be covered by your parent’s policy of
theft from your apartment (but not your
vehicle).
The Heritage Hill Crime Prevention Organizer is on hand to provide you and your
roommates with the information you need
to stay safer and keep your valuables.
Barb Lester, Crime Prevention Organizer,
heritage@heritagehillweb.org
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City Commissioners Stand Up on Home Security!
Stand up and applaud the our
current City Commissioners: Heartwell,
Kelly, Bliss, White, Lumpkins, Schaefer
and Gutowski, who despite considerable
opposition from the local rental owners
group, voted unanimously to keep
window security in our city code.

The Commissioner including, our
own neighbor Mayor George Heartwell
voted to protect tenants’ safety at their
June 12 meeting. They voted to replace our
old Housing Code with the International
Property Maintenance Code but with the
addition of the window pins or window stops

TidyHome
Home
offers and
very
affordable
and
Tidy
HelpersHelpers
offers very affordable
professional
home and
small
office cleaning
services
to those
in the
greater
Grand Rapids
area.
professional
home
and
small
office
cleaning
services
We use environmentally friendly Green Seal certified products so you,
to those
in and
theyour
greater
Grand
Rapids
area. We use
your
loved ones,
environment
are safe
in our hands.
environmentally-friendly Green Seal certified
“At Tidy Home Helpers we’ll keep
products so you, your loved ones, and your
your home looking great.”
environment are safe in our hands.
“At Tidy
Home Helpers
keep your
Call 616-233-4832
to we’ll
schedule
a freelooking
assessment
home
great.”
Call 616-233-4832
to Us
setOnline:
up a free assessment
Or Visit
www.tidyhomehelpers.com
Or Visit Us
Online: www.tidyhomehelpers.com

requirement for rental properties. During
negotiations with the Rental Property
Owners Association, window security was
a sticking point. The RPOA did not want
owners to be forced to provide window
pins or window stops due to member
concerns. The Neighborhood Coalition
addressed each concern but the opposition
stood fast.
The pins/stops had been required
since the early 1990s due to the increasing
number of burglaries in the city at that
time (4287 in 1991). Several years earlier
Neighborhood Associations asked the city,
to add a “home security ordinance” to the
Housing Code.
The Neighborhood Association
Coalition fought to get home security into
the city ordinance because home burglary
was high and trending upward: 3702 in
1989, 3752 in 1990 and 4287 in 1991. At
that time, there was no requirement for
9/14/2009
12:08:00 PM
window locks, no deadbolt requirement
and no peep hole requirement. Rental
owners were opposed due to the expense
of adding these protections. Because
neighborhood groups banded together, we
were able to convince the City Commission
that the home security is a vital city-wide
concern. They voted unanimously to pass
the Home Security Ordinance in 1989.
Neighborhood Crime Prevention Organizers were elated and Police were relieved.
The owners had two years to get their
rentals ready and in 1991 the code began
being enforced. Between 1991 and 1993
the burglaries dropped 26 percent from
4287 in 1991 to 3170 in l993! Over
the next 21 years they continued to trend
downward and as of 2011 burglaries
were down 53 percent from 4287 in
1991 to 1985 in 2011!
The Neighborhood Coalition believes
this tremendous reduction in home
burglaries is in part attributable to the
deadbolt locks, window locks and pins and
peepholes that rental owners have installed
at their properties. Many individual rental
owners are supportive of the security code
because they want to attract tenants to their
rentals and market them as safe and secure.
The Neighborhood Coalition acts as
the City’s Big Block Club – united for the
good of neighbors city-wide!

Gay Day
Saturday, August 4, 2012
In Cherry Park – Eastern & Cherry
3:00 – 8:00 p.m.
A neighborhood celebration with
food, music, and education, honoring
the diversity of our community
and the spirit of inclusion that
makes East Hills a great place to be!
Contact: www.easthillscouncil.org
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Board Notes

Discussion at the May, 2012 Heritage Hill
Association Board Meeting included:
Treasurer’s Report – The April, 2012
report was accepted. As of the end of
April, on average the budget looks good.
Rental service continues to go down,
though newsletter advertising is up. Staff
Reports - Both Jan and Barb's written
reports were included in the Board
packet. Barb highlighted Jan’s upcoming
HPC award and stated what a true
pleasure it has been to work with and for
Jan for twenty-five-plus years. Barb also
discussed the Code Advisory Committee
meeting that she is attending concerning
its discussion about implementing the
International Property Management
Housing code (IPMC) and a supplement
to that code. She and the Neighborhood
Coalition are urging that the window pin
requirement that is a part of the Grand
Rapids current code be included in the
supplemental code. The IPMC does not
require window pinning and this practice
must be a part of the supplemental
code for the requirement to continue.
It is a vital piece of crime prevention
and personal safety. Barb encouraged
Board members to attend the public
hearing on this issue that is before the
City Commission on June 12th at 7:00

p.m. at Mulick Park School. Jan reported
that a Visioning Session will be held
for neighbors, concerning the Michigan
Corridor, Thursday, May 24th at 5:30 p.m.
at Central Reformed Church.
Committee/Liaison Reports – Each
chair outlined and reviewed progress of
their 2012 objectives.
Community Involvement – Steph
Eckley presented the group’s objectives
which include continuing to update
communication/social media contacts
and to develop a set of standards for
social media usage. Also, maintaining
relationships with educational
institutions and the Block Rep Network
and to organize and assists events such as
the Picnic and Annual Meeting. Assisting
staff with implementing updates to
the Web site was also presented; Jan
reported that the grant for rebuilding
and reprogramming HHA's website was
approved by the NPTA and the designer,
Jeff Thomas, will start this work next
week.
Land Use Issues – Mike Clark highlighted
the State Street planning; Jan reported
that there will likely be a 3-unit request at
the former Heritage Child Development
Center property. It appears the former
Gateway School property has been sold

and will be used for medical offices.
Funding campaign/progress of Pleasant
Park was also discussed.
Administration – Jim Payne reported
that the Fund Development gathering
with Saint Mary’s is postponed until the
fall. Workloads at both Saint Mary's and
HHA precipitated the push to the fall.
Fundraising – Deb Bryker discussed
the possible repeat of a wine social and
organizing the event. A first meeting
was suggested with Jan, Amy Ruis and
the committee (to be determined). Mary
Robinson volunteered for the committee.
Deb also stated that the Fundraising
Group would like to meet again after
Garden Tour.

Discussion at the June, 2012 Heritage Hill
Association Board Meeting included:
Treasurer’s Report – The May, 2012
report was accepted. Maria commented
that some of the Home Tour deposits
were not made until June, so the totals are
as of yet incomplete. Maria also reported
that Home Tour was up just over 10%,
or up by 129 tickets. Sales at each of the
advance store sales were double from last
year. Social marketing was discussed as
well as the fact that many tour-goers still

(Cont'd on page 16)

Historic Building Restoration
Residential & Institutional
616-454-9337
www.grandriverbuilders.com
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Board Notes

(Cont'd from page 15)

prefer to purchase their tickets in person
or through the mail.
Staff Reports - Both Jan and Barb's
written reports were included in the
Board packet. Maria added to Jan’s
report that Jan had attended the recent

Pleasant Park meeting and that meeting
notes were in the Correspondence files.
A Special Assessment will likely be the
explored for partially funding the park
as a lead sponsor has yet to be found.
Maria also commented that new city

Bylsma Painting Company
Excellence since 1972

Rick Bylsma has given presentations to Historic Societies, Old House Expo
events, and to the Michigan Historic Preservation Network.
Some of our projects:
Frank Lloyd Wright/Meyer May – Steelcase – Grand Rapids, MI
Frank Lloyd Wright Studio/Amberg home - Grand Rapids, MI
Gibson Restaurant/Mangiamo’s - Grand Rapids, MI
Voigt House – Grand Rapids Public Museum - Grand Rapids, MI
Senator William Alden Smith Estate – Grand Rapids, MI
Hackley and Hume Estate – Muskegon County Museum, MI
St. Marks Church – Grand Rapids, MI
First Methodist Church – Grand Rapids, MI
Westminster Presbyterian Church – Grand Rapids, MI
Reagan Marketing – Grand Rapids, MI
Wealthy Street Theater – Grand Rapids, MI
Graham Home – Lowell Museum, MI
Women’s City Club – Grand Rapids, MI

No one in Michigan has more experience, expertise, or volume
of projects in restoration painting.

616-308-8849

www.bylsmapainting.com

fees are in effect, for code compliance,
as well as new fees for permits from the
Historic Preservation Commission. Jim
P. complimented Barb for coordinating
the effort to keep window security in
the housing code. Barb reported that
the neighborhood coalition will next
be working on zoning and disturbance
problems at several properties owned by
a local investor; a meeting is scheduled
for Monday, June 25th.
Community Involvement – Steph Eckley
Social Media - Steph reported that Tansy
had just completed the new standards for
Social Media and will be presenting them
soon to the group.
Neighborhood Safety Task Force / Picnic
- Barb commented that she would like to
plan the Picnic activities and include the
businesses and members of the safety
task force in the planning process. The
Picnic will be Tuesday, August 7th at
5:30 p.m. and Barb will be recruiting
volunteers.
Land Use Issues – Mike Clark
Preservation / Zoning / State Street
Visioning – Mike reported that the HHA
Zoning Committee had presented a
draft of a letter of support to the city
concerning a variance request for a 4’ wall
at 29 Gay SE. Mike also commented that
the city approved food trucks to operate
in on vacant lots. Discussion included
the use of State Street for this type of
business. Concerning the State Street
visioning process, Mike reported that a

Plant Health Care
Plant Health Care
Pruning
Removals
Pruning
Cabling
& Bracing
Removals
Tree
Fertilization
Cabling
& Bracing
Insect/Disease
Tree Fertilization
Control
• Insect/Disease
• IPM Programs
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Control
• IPM
Programs
Brian
McKenzie

ISA Certified Arborist

Brian McKenzie

1-877-BARTLETT
ISA
Certified Arborist
616-245-9449
www.bartlett.com
1-877-BARTLETT
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616-245-9449
www.bartlett.com

basic draft has been completed. work is
still needed regarding the drawings and
maps, but that we hope to have a draft to
submit to the committee sometime in the
next month or so.
Housing – Members were directed to
Barb’s Staff report.
Administration – Jim Payne
Fund Development - The fund
development event at Saint Mary’s will be
moved to the fall.
Finance – The Finance Committee
meeting will also be moved to the fall due
to scheduling. The new CDBG contracts
have been signed and returned to the city
for finalizing.
Institutional Liaisons - Meetings are
continuing with the Michigan Corridor
Planning process, Mary Free Bed and
GRPS.
Nominating – Potential new board
members will start to attend board
meetings.
Fundraising –
Wine Soiree – Deb B. stated that she
would like to meet after adjournment
with interested parties: Jackie, Kate,
Nikki, Mary, to set up a meeting.
Texas Hold ‘Em – Steve Y. circulated signup sheets for both the July and August
dates – more volunteers are needed.
Garden Tour – Kate D. and Jim P. reported
that there are 16 gardens on tour, $1,000
has been raised with sponsorships to date
and that volunteers will be selling tickets
at the Fulton St. Farmers Market the two
Saturdays before the tour. A suggestion
was made to use a “square” for smart
phones, to be able to accept credit card
sales at the market and the day of tour.
Pledge Drive – Jackie T. reported that
the drive is going very well to date and
again encouraged all members to donate,
whether it be financially or in kind.

The HHA Board meets at 7:00 p.m. on
the third WEDNESDAY of every month at the
GRCC DeVos Campus, 415 East Fulton, at the
Robert Sneden Lecture Hall. Neighbors are
welcome to attend.
If you would like an item placed on the
Board agenda, please call the HHA office
at 459-8950 before 4:00 p.m. of the second

WEDNESDAY of the month.
If you would like to address the Board
regarding an agenda item, public comment is
taken at the beginning of each meeting. For
non- agenda items, public comment is taken
at the end of each meeting. Typically, Board
meetings run from 7:00 p.m. until 8:30 p.m.

Carmody
Carmody
Painting
Painting
Carmody
616-443-0406
Painting
616-443-0406
carmodypainting.com

Carmody
Painting

carmodypainting.com

Carmody
Painting

Interior & Exterior
carmodypainting.com
Residential & Commercial
Fully Insured
carmodypainting.com
EPA Lead Certified
Quality Craftsmanship at Competitive Rates
carmodypainting.com

Carmody
Painting

616-443-0406

carmodypainting.com

29th Street
Antiques
Great Antique Mall
in Grand Rapids!
2701 29th St, Grand Rapids
616-956-5534
www.29thstreetantiques.com
Open 7 Days
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Judge Christensen: Tough on Tagger
Tyler Melinn, a.k.a. “DirtDog,” was
sentenced by 61st District Court Judge
Michael Christensen to work crew,
probation and restitution and fines of
$1205.00 for his part in spray painting
his “signature” (DirtDog) on property
located near 131 and Graham SW on May
8th. Melinn pleaded guilty to a number
of charges, including several counts of
meddling and tampering and failure to obey

a police officer. Melinn’s work could also
be seen in Heritage Hill on State Street this
summer.
The other man arrested, Andrew
Lohman, is still dealing with the court on
similar charges. He is pleading not guilty
but has an offer from the city attorney to
plead guilty to one charge of fail to obey,
one charge of meddling and tampering
and court costs and restitution for three

cases. He has a jury pick set for July 26
with Judge Kimberly Schaefer. Lohman’s
tag was alongside Melinn’s on a State Street
property. HHA staff worked with the City of
Grand Rapids to have it covered over. This
has happened repeatedly due to taggers
that many people mistakenly associate with
gang activity.
As chair of the Neighborhood
Association Coalition (NAC), the HHA
Crime Prevention Organizer, Barb Lester,
coordinated the groups’ response to the
arrests. The NAC sent a letter to the court
with a recommendation of their own shortly
after the arrests on May 8. That letter let
the Judge and City attorney and the defense
attorney and both suspects know that
neighborhood associations were vitally
interested in the outcome of these cases.
 	
Core city neighborhood associations
have fought off taggers for many
years. Much of what we have seen is not
gang related -- it is simply a game of “tag”
with spray paint between taggers who mark
their territory much like cats and dogs do. It
means, “I was here!”
Well, neighborhood groups are here
too! We are pleased with the work of
our “partners in crime prevention,” the
Grand Rapids Police South Team officers,
who worked hard to make these arrests,
neighbors who report and clean up graffiti
and the City of Grand Rapids Graffiti
Removal Crew, run by Stacy Dubose.
 	
The Mellin case was resolved as of
6-14-12. The Neighborhood Association
Coalition will continue to "Court Watch"
Andrew Lohman’s case.

“We are pleased with the work of
our “partners in crime prevention”, Grand Rapids Police officers
who worked hard to make these
arrests, neighbors who report
and clean up graffiti and the City
of Grand Rapids Graffiti Removal
Crew run by Stacy Dubose.”
Barb Lester

www.wpcgr.org
456-1456
47 Jefferson - Downtown - Grand Rapids
SUNDAY WORSHIP
8:30 am & 10:55 am
(September through May)

SUMMER WORSHIP
10:00 am
(June through August)

CHURCH SCHOOL
For all ages
9:40 am
(September through May)

Nursery care provided

Camp Henry
Child Development Center
Food Pantry
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459-2267
458-8480
456-6115

Since 2005,VanDerKolk Painting has provided
architectural paint restoration for the Cornell
residence in the Heritage Hill District.
Roger, what would you like your Heritage Hill neighbors to
know about VanDerKolk Painting?
I am very pleased with your company. You show up when you say
you will and you stay on the job until it is completed. That, in itself,
is noteworthy.
What impressed you most about VanDerKolk Painting’s craftsmen?
Your crew is professional and courteous. Attention to detail is
commendable. It's not just a job...your crew and yourself are as
proud and pleased with the finished project as much as the customer
is. The clean-up upon completion is outstanding, often difficult to find
a stray paint chip on the ground.
How was your budget addressed for your painting project by
VanDerKolk Painting?
You tailor the project with the customer’s budget; sometimes doing
a side or sides a year...very important, especially in today's
economic climate.
Overall, how would you grade VanDerKolk Painting's quality, value
and customer service?
You provide A+ service. VanDerKolk Painting makes what could be
a negative contractor experience a surprising pleasant one. I would
highly recommend VanDerKolk Painting.

NEW EPA LEAD LAW MANDATES
CONTRACTOR TRAINING.

On April 22, 2010, the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) mandated that all contractors have proper certification for
dealing with lead on homes built prior to 1978. For example, pressure washing for paint removal is prohibited. VanDerKolk
Painting has completed their certification process, and our employees are trained in the safety practices and removal of
lead-based paints. VanDerKolk Painting’s paint shaving system utilizes HEPA equipment to safely contain lead based
paint. This process provides 15 years of durability and has a 5 year warranty. If you have any questions about a painting
project that involves lead paint, contact us today.

Schedule an estimate 24/7 at www.vanderkolkpainting.com or call 1-800-PAINTING
616-475-4300
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Heritage Hill Association
126 College SE
Grand Rapids, MI 49503

Neighborhood Improvement & Public Safety
organizing efforts of the Heritage Hill
Association are in part funded by the City
of Grand Rapids' Community Development
Block Grant Programs.

DATES TO REMEMBER
All Heritage Hill Association Meetings are
open to neighbors.

July board meeting cancelled
Tuesday, August 7th @ 5:30 p.m.

Night Out – Annual
Picnic
Bring a lawn chair and a dish to pass
We’ll provide table service and brats
and dogs
Tuesday, August 7
Primary Election
Be sure to vote!
Wednesday, August 15th, 2012
HHA Board Meeting - 7:00 p.m.
GRCC DeVos Campus
Robert Sneden Academic Building
Lecture Hall
415 East Fulton
Friday, September 7th
September/October
Heritage Herald Deadline

Wednesday, September 19, 2012
HHA Board Meeting - 7:00 p.m.
GRCC DeVos Campus
Robert Sneden Academic Building
Lecture Hall
415 East Fulton

Classifieds
High-end Grand Rapids Made Couch:
1930's Kindel. Lots of hand-carved mahogany,
just reupholstered by "Dan". Truly exceptional.
Size: 85"x36"x21" $1,800. Call 616-243-0832
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