
Heritage Hill Association Board Meeting 
February 15, 2017 Minutes 
 
In Attendance:  Peter Albertini, Lisa Baars, Wes Beck, Suzanne DeHaan, Kate Diedrich, Teresa 
Dittmer, Michele Giordano, Todd Hoort, Ryan Huizenga, Mark Hutchison, Mary McCarthy-Fuller, 
Wayne Norlin, Jim Payne, Charles Roelofs, Erin Shupe 

Staff:  Jan Earl, Tansy Harris 
Public:  None 
 
1.  Call to Order: 7:00 pm  
2.  Call for New Business – No new business. 
3.  Minutes – Minutes of the January meeting were approved with minor corrections to spelling of 
 one board member’s name and to the name Mercy Health St. Mary’s. 
4.  Correspondence Files circulating amongst board members. 
5.  Public Comment: None. 
  

Action Item: 
6.  Discussion on the request for a 3-unit variance at 568 Madison SE. Via email, the HHA Board 

had approved the HHA Zoning Committee’s recommendation to oppose this variance based on 
the Master Plan of Heritage Hill, City zoning guidelines and neighbors’ opposition.  This process 
was detailed. Subsequent discussion centered on the need for those applying for zoning 
variances to follow advice of City’s Planning Department and to meet with neighbors in the 
effort to garner as much neighbor support as possible before getting too far along in the 
application process. 

 
Information Items: 

7.  Treasurers Report – Year- end report for 2016 will be included with January’s report at the 
March 15 board meeting.  

8.  Staff Reports: 
Jan talked briefly about her report – no news or announcements from owners of Oakwood 
Manor yet, 50 College SE has a greenlight on development and a meeting with neighbors prior 
to demolition to discuss process will happen, demolition of 363 Madison (Clark’s) should begin 
in the spring and GRPS Museum School planners will be detailing plans with neighbors in the 
near future. 
Tansy mentioned that the State Street repaving/paving brick project has been placed on 
temporary hold as the project team reconsiders the process after discovering they are entering 
an historical district.  Attempts to salvage as much of the old pavers and curbing are under 
discussion.  
Tansy also spoke briefly on two attempted car thefts – botched hotwiring on both, leaving no 
theft but much damage. 
Also an update on the dog attack on South Prospect:  Victims (walker and her dog) are both on 
the mend and have won a settlement that pays medical costs.  The other dog owner and dog 
have moved. 
Jan spoke again to the passing of two icons of the neighborhood:  Linda DeJong – the spark that 
founded the Heritage Hill Association, and Gert Calmese – a neighborhood leader/activist on 
the 500 Morris block. They are not easily – if at all – replaced, Jan added. 

  



9.  Committee/Liaison Reports: 
 Land Use: 
 Chairperson, Teresa Dittmer, said she had e-mailed Craig Nobbelin for any updates and his  

response indicated things are alright as of now. She had nothing new to report.  She did 
mention she will try to put a member of the Land Use committee in contact with the city to 
garner information and provide the board with street project updates in and around the Hill. 
Request for permit parking in the neighborhood has still not progressed.  

 Administration: 
 Jim Payne told of an upcoming meeting with Museum School planners and neighbors. 
 Jim also said he plans to start attending GRCC Trustee meetings to help build a relationship 
 with one of our largest institutional neighbors on the north end. 
 Mentioned that the executive committee is looking at and for more fundraising and/or 
 partnership opportunities for the Heritage Hill neighborhood. 
 Fundraising: 
 Home Tour 2017 – eight homes and four institutions are signed on for this year’s Tour.  All but  
 two homes have been toured by the staffing committee. 
 All homes are captained and volunteer/guide recruitment begins March1. 
 Request for Garden Tour hosts will be in the next edition of Heritage Herald – Currently have 4 
 and would like about 10.  Looking at a late June weekend for the event. 
 Texas Hold’em events are scheduled for June 5 – 7 and October 9 – 11, 2017 and new  
 restrictions announced by the state of Michigan should not impact our involvement.  
 Community Engagement –  
 Nothing to report. 
 
10. New Business – none. 
11. Old Business – none. 

12. No Public comment. 
13. Motion to adjourn seconded, passed – 8:15pm. 
 
Submitted by Tom Truesdale



 


