
Heritage Hill Association Board Meeting 
August 17, 2016 Minutes 
 
In Attendance:  Jim Payne, Suzanne DeHaan, Todd Hoort, Erin Shupe, Peter Albertini, Ryan 

Huizenga, Kate Diedrich, Deanna Smith, Mary Robinson, Teresa Dittmer, Michele Giordano, 
Marie Koster, Charles Roelofs and Jackie Taylor 

Absent:  None 
Staff:  Jan Earl, Tansy Harris and Maria Zache 
Public:  Officer Craig Glowney, Neighbor Kim Koster and DGRI Mobility Manager Bill Kirk   
1. Call to Order: 7:06 p.m. 
2. Call for New Business – None. 
3. Minutes – Minutes of the June, 2016 meeting were approved as written. 
4. Correspondence Files - Circulated amongst board members. 
5. Public Comment for Agenda: None 
6. Bill Kirk, Mobility Manager, Downtown Grand Rapids Inc.:  Bill presented a transit update 

that included the Silver Line, DASH routes, parking fees, changes to lots including making the 
remote lots more appealing, Bike Share, enhanced pedestrian experience, new parking apps, 
marketing and the possibility of the DDA expanding its district. Of note, Bill relayed that the 
stats for Millennials trend significantly away from cars. Bill also highlighted that starting 
September 1st, the Silver Line will be free north of Wealthy St. and that together with the 
expanded DASH routes (consolidated routes with much more frequent stops and greatly 
increased hours of operation), a “Park Once” model can be followed for downtown visitors. 

 
ACTION ITEMS: 

7. City open fire ordinance:  Board members voted unanimously to approve a motion form the 
Executive Committee to voice non-support for this ordinance citing that the ordinance in its 
from was flawed and that enforcement would be nearly impossible.  

8. GRPD Central Team:  Board members voted unanimously to approve a motion from the 
Executive Committee to send a letter to GRPD requesting that Heritage Hill remain in its current 
North Team Zone (and not be switched to the newly-formed Central/downtown zone). 
 

INFORMATION ITEMS: 
9. Treasurer’s Report:  Mary R. reported that as of the end of July, things look quite good. Yea, 

yea, yea for the Home Tour ticket sales numbers; some sponsor ad dollars are yet to come 
in. The pledge drive will be coming soon. 

10. Staff Reports: Tansy H. commented that crime is pretty low, with a little more crime in 
August (car theft). A thief found spare keys in a car parked next to the one stolen; a home 
burglary was committed because a back door was unlocked while a homeowner was in the 
front yard. 

 Tansy also provided additional details concerning the proposed partnership with WMCAT to 
paint electrical boxes in Heritage Hill (to discourage graffiti). Stipends would be sought 
through a grant for the participating students, the design plan would be for Frank Lloyd 
Wright–style windows (stencils) and the project would likely start in the south end. 

  Jan E. commented that our neighborhood is in great demand as being seen by the 
numerous developments being pursued and being carried out and also provided additional 
updates about several of the projects. Newer issues to the mix are a proposed treatment 



facility at 221 John St. NE and the development of 54 Jefferson SE as the high school 
building for the GRPS Museum School. A proposed addition to 341 College SE was denied by 
HPC; the owner plans to revise the project and seek approval again in the future. 

 
 This portion of the meeting was brief following the somewhat lengthy transit update, action items 

and many issues being covered in staff reports. 

11. Committee/Liaison Reports:   
 Fundraising:   

Home Tour:  Peter A. reported that he is considering a new strategy for Home Tour House 
Sponsors, working with architects and contractors, possibly to create a partnership for an 
event or focus group to determine sponsor benefits. 
Texas Hold ‘Em:   Charles R. provided the update that Heritage Hill received notice of fine 
and that the association will lose two potential licenses in 2017. Maria Z. reported that staff 
and Charles are still working to confirm status for 2016 and to obtain licenses for the 
planned October 3-5 and October 13-14 events. 

 Administrative:  
  Institutional Liaisons:  Jim P. reported that there are ongoing meetings with GRPM 

concerning the Voigt House and that a meeting is coming up with GRCC to discuss the details 
of Home Tour at the GRCC DeVos Campus. 

 Nominating:  The committee has begun work to fill the vacant seat and plan for the 
December elections. 

. Community Engagement:   
Night- Out Picnic:  Eric. S. commented that she thought that it was an awesome event, that 
lots of families attended (yea!), on the all of the different things to do and that Cornerstone 
Church did a great job with the kids games. About 240 people were in attendance (as 
counted by ice cream consumption); putting a Picnic line item in the budget was discussed. 

12. New Business – None. 
13. Old Business – None. 
14. No Public comment. 
15. Motion to Adjourn, Made, Seconded, Passed – 9:02 pm. 
 
 
 
 
Submitted by Maria Zache 
 


