
Heritage Hill Association Board Meeting 
February 17, 2016 Minutes 
 
In Attendance:  Jim Payne, Suzanne DeHaan, Mary Robinson, Deanna Smith, Peter Albertini, 

Teresa Dittmer, Ryan Huizenga, Stephanie Kolbe, Erin Shupe, Jackie Taylor & Michele Giordano 

Absent:  Marie Koster, Kate Diedrich, Todd Hoort, Charles Roelofs,  

Staff:  Jan Earl 
Public:  None  
 
1. Call to Order: 7:13 pm (delay due to bottle-opener search) 
2. Call for New Business – Last month’s vote and approval of the CDBG funding request was 

for the Notice of Intent (NOI).  In this meeting a vote must be taken to approve the submission of 
the actual request (RFP). It will become agenda item 5a. 

3. Minutes – Minutes of the January meeting were approved as written. 
4. Correspondence Files circulating amongst board members. 
5. Public Comment for Agenda – None. 

 
ACTION ITEM: 

5a. Vote to approve request for CDBG funding (RFP submission):  Approved unanimously. 
 

INFORMATION ITEMS: 
6. Treasurer’s Report: 
 Mary R. explained that revenue was equal to or surpassed most line items at year-end 2015, noting 

pledges, Tour sponsorship and foundation/mini grants. Also, expenses for the year were, for the most 
part, normal.  Briefly talked about the “rainy day” fund and - though thin - the Association is in good 
shape.  The draft budget for 2016 allows for most of the expected deficiencies in revenue that have 
been slowly making themselves apparent in the past few years (a good example: HHA rental listings). 

 
7. Staff Reports: Grand Rapids CDBG auditor’s findings from January 2016 site visit found no problems in 

HHA’s financial and programmatic operation or paperwork. 
 - New owner of Oakwood Manor is finalizing plans for a potential new restaurant and (perhaps) a 

taproom in each of the wings of the lower level of the building. At same meeting, architect for project 
(Greg Metz) also discussed possible development company looking at the 50 College SE property 
(former Social Security office). Jan supplied HHA’s 50 College visioning report. 

 - Talk shifted to the Preservation/Historic Modernization Bills currently being proposed/formulated 
among House/Senate committee in Lansing.  Historical districts across Michigan have mobilized – and 
rightly so – as this threatens the current Preservation Act 169 which has been the determining force in 
all historic district decisions for the last 45+ years.  It looks as it may be voted on by committee and 
may arrive on House and Senate floors by or before end of 2/22 week (note: bills were since delayed as 
those introducing them cited more input/work needed before leaving committee). Jan did not want to 
minimize the importance that an aggressive e-mailing campaign might have in determining the 
direction of the decision on these bills.  She emphasized that these bills remove most if not all of the 
“objective” decision-making from the current process, leaving a “political process” in its wake.  They 
will create more cost to municipalities as these bills create a 2-part surveying system. Bottom line: 
Enormous amounts of private investment have created the growth and popularity of historic districts 
in Michigan – not public money. 

 Several insights into the origin of the birth of these bills were shared (note: And later supported by 
articles in the Grand Rapids Press).  



 - Talked briefly about shooting on Cherry – originating at the Stuyvesant Apartments. 
 
8. Committee/Liaison Reports: 
 Administration: 
 Finance – Discussed under Treasurer’s Report  
 Institutions – talked about St. Mary/Mercy Health meeting and the conversations about the 
 campus and surrounding area.  They are interested in joining the planning charrettes which will be 

formed to discuss plans for the new GRPS Museum school.  Making the plaza between St. 
Andrew and the hospital as a public space is being encouraged. 

 No word yet on retail space at 345 State Street. 
 Zoning committee members have been suggested and need to be ratified.  New committee 
 members include Suzanne DeHaan, Jay Fowler, Rebecca Hoffman, Todd Hoort, Vicki Hudson, 
 Mark Hutchison, Phyllis Rood and Nancy Beckwith.  Voted and approved unanimously. 
 
 Fundraising: 
 Home Tour 2016 looking at single/whole house sponsorship this year . . . a new take on Tour 
 sponsorship.  Trying to create new excitement for Tour. Still in need of two captains for 2016 Tour. 

Everything for 2016 Tour – including PR – is on track.  Currently looking at completing line-up for 
2017 Tour. 

 
 Community Engagement: 
 No report with regards to education. 
 A call-out will appear in upcoming Heritage Herald(s) soliciting help for community events 
 (National Night Out/Picnic, Annual Meeting). 
 
 Land Use: 
 Further talk regarding Preservation/Historic Modernization Bills. 
 

9. New Business – Mary R. mentioned WMEAC Conference at GVSU Downtown campus on 2/24 for 
anyone interested. 

10. Old Business – None. 

11. No Public comment. 

12. Motion to Adjourn, made, seconded, passed – 8:50 pm. 

 
Submitted by Tom Truesdale 

 


