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For no more than you are currently paying, 
streets, sidewalks and right-of-ways will be 
improved and quality of life in our 
neighborhoods and business districts will be 
enhanced. 
 

Fix our Roads and Sidewalks -  
HHA says YES!  
 
On May 6, 2014, citizens will vote on a 
continuation of the current temporary income tax 
rate to repair, improve and reconstruct our streets, 
sidewalks and rights-of-way. The current income 
tax rate would be continued to June 30, 2030. Each 
year the continued income tax would generate 
approximately $9,900,000. This income tax revenue 
would be specifically dedicated to the repair, 
improvement and reconstruction of streets, 
sidewalks and rights-of-way, and could not be used 
for other City services.  
Citizens will also vote on a second question that 
would amend the City Charter to eliminate 
property owner responsibility for the cost of 
sidewalk repair, improvement and reconstruction while the current income tax rate remains in 
effect.  
 
Why are these questions on the ballot? 
Currently, the City’s street system is in 60% poor condition. If nothing is done, it will deteriorate to 
over 87% poor in the next six years. 
 
How much would the income tax continuation cost the average person?  
For no more than you are currently paying, street, sidewalk and right-of-way conditions will be 
improved and quality of life in our neighborhoods and business districts will be enhanced.  
Sidewalk repair, improvement and reconstruction will no longer be the responsibility of property 
owners during the period of the income tax continuation.  
The continued rate would be the equivalent of $2 per $1,000 of taxable income for residents and $1 
per $1,000 of taxable income for non-residents. Residents that work in the City already pay the 
1.5% income tax rate while non-residents pay 0.75%, and that would not change. The current rates 
would be continued.  

 
Would the income tax continuation improve the streets I 
drive on and the sidewalk in my neighborhood?  
Yes. You would begin to see results in the 2015 construction 
season. Eventually, every neighborhood would receive 
needed repairs, reconstruction and improvements. A 
systematic approach will bring our street system, including 
sidewalks and rights-of-way, to a 70% State of Good Repair 

within 15 years, with increase State investment. The City taking over the cost of repairing and/or 
replacing of sidewalks is a huge savings to property owners. 
 
What are the benefits of holding a Special Election?  

For no more than you are currently paying, 
streets, sidewalks and right-of-ways will be 
improved and quality of life in our 
neighborhoods and business districts will be 
enhanced. 
 

Fix our Roads and Sidewalks -  
HHA says YES!  
 
On May 6, 2014, citizens will vote on a 
continuation of the current temporary income tax 
rate to repair, improve and reconstruct our streets, 
sidewalks and rights-of-way. The current income 
tax rate would be continued to June 30, 2030. Each 
year the continued income tax would generate 
approximately $9,900,000. This income tax revenue 
would be specifically dedicated to the repair, 
improvement and reconstruction of streets, 
sidewalks and rights-of-way, and could not be used 
for other City services.  
Citizens will also vote on a second question that 
would amend the City Charter to eliminate 
property owner responsibility for the cost of 
sidewalk repair, improvement and reconstruction while the current income tax rate remains in 
effect.  
 
Why are these questions on the ballot? 
Currently, the City’s street system is in 60% poor condition. If nothing is done, it will deteriorate to 
over 87% poor in the next six years. 
 
How much would the income tax continuation cost the average person?  
For no more than you are currently paying, street, sidewalk and right-of-way conditions will be 
improved and quality of life in our neighborhoods and business districts will be enhanced.  
Sidewalk repair, improvement and reconstruction will no longer be the responsibility of property 
owners during the period of the income tax continuation.  
The continued rate would be the equivalent of $2 per $1,000 of taxable income for residents and $1 
per $1,000 of taxable income for non-residents. Residents that work in the City already pay the 
1.5% income tax rate while non-residents pay 0.75%, and that would not change. The current rates 
would be continued.  

 
Would the income tax continuation improve the streets I 
drive on and the sidewalk in my neighborhood?  
Yes. You would begin to see results in the 2015 construction 
season. Eventually, every neighborhood would receive 
needed repairs, reconstruction and improvements. A 
systematic approach will bring our street system, including 
sidewalks and rights-of-way, to a 70% State of Good Repair 

within 15 years, with increase State investment. The City taking over the cost of repairing and/or 
replacing of sidewalks is a huge savings to property owners. 
 
What are the benefits of holding a Special Election?  

 On May 6, 2014, citizens will vote on a continuation of 
the current temporary income tax rate to repair, improve 
and reconstruct our streets, sidewalks and rights-of-way. 
The current income tax rate would be continued to June 30, 
2030. Each year the continued income tax would generate 
approximately $9,900,000. This income tax revenue would 
be specifically dedicated to the repair, improvement and 
reconstruction of streets, sidewalks and rights-of-way, and could 
not be used for other City services. 
 Citizens will also vote on a second question that would amend 
the City Charter to eliminate property owner responsibility for 
the cost of sidewalk repair, improvement and reconstruction 
while the current income tax rate remains in effect. 

For no more than you are currently paying, streets, sidewalks 
and right-of-ways will be improved and quality of life in our 
neighborhoods and business districts will be enhanced.

Why are these questions on the ballot?
 Currently, the City’s street system is 
in 60% poor condition. If nothing is done, 
it will deteriorate to over 87% poor in the 
next six years.

How much would the income tax 
continuation cost the average person? 
 For no more than you are currently 
paying, street, sidewalk and right-of-way 
conditions will be improved and quality 
of life in our neighborhoods and business 
districts will be enhanced. Sidewalk 
repair, improvement and reconstruction 
will no longer be the responsibility of 
property owners during the period of the 
income tax continuation. The continued 
rate would be the equivalent of $2 per 
$1,000 of taxable income for residents 
and $1 per $1,000 of taxable income for 
non-residents. Residents who work in the 
City already pay the 1.5% income tax rate 
while non-residents pay 0.75%; that would 
not change. The current rates would be 
continued. 

Fix Grand Rapids Roads and Sidewalks - 
HHA says YES! 

Would the income tax continuation 
improve the streets I drive on and the 
sidewalk in my neighborhood? 
 Yes. You would begin to see results in 
the 2015 construction season. Eventually, 
every neighborhood would receive needed 
repairs, reconstruction and improvements. 
A systematic approach will bring our street 
system, including sidewalks and rights-of-
way, to a 70% State of Good Repair within 
15 years, with increased State investment. 
The City taking over the cost of repairing 
and/or replacing of sidewalks is a huge 
savings to property owners.

What are the benefits of holding a 
Special Election? 
 The Sustainable Streets Task Force 
recommended that the City Commission 
schedule an election on May 6, 2014. It 
would cost more to hold the election in 
August or November due to the cost of 
implementing the changes. The cost of 
the May election is estimated at $75,000. 
The cost of an out-of-cycle adjustment 

in income tax rates is at least 
$125,000.

How can I be sure the continued 
income tax will be spent on 
streets and sidewalks? 
      On February 11, 2014, the 
City Commission adopted Vital 
Street and Sidewalk Investment 

Guidelines to ensure that revenue from 
the income tax continuation is only spent 
as promised. The guidelines identify how 
income tax revenue can be spent and 
“locks in” current City spending for streets.
 For the complete text, go to the 
Heritage Hill Association website:
www.heritagehillweb.org or to the City's: 
http://grcity.us/Documents/FAQ%20
for%20Sustainable%20Streets%20
erd%202-14.pdf.

Land Use 
Developments
of Late
----- ACTION ITEM! -----

543 Prospect SE - A request for use as 
a two-family dwelling is before the GR 
Zoning Appeals Board on April 17 at 
1:15 pm. Representatives of the Heritage 
Hill Association and 500 block of Prospect 
SE met with the proponent and reviewed 
plans. The Association and neighbors will 
be opposing this request for the follow 
reasons which adhere to the Zoning 
Appeals Board determination guidelines:

(Continued on page 4)



2

126 College S.E.
Grand Rapids, MI 49503
616-459-8950    Fax: 616-459-2409
Hours: 9 am - 5 pm, Mon. - Thurs.
Voicemail available for after-hours messages.
EMAIL:  heritage@heritagehillweb.org
WEBSITE:  www.heritagehillweb.org

Purpose:
The purpose of the Heritage Hill Association is to 
provide neighbors a way of collectively building a 
healthy, historically preserved community in which 
people can  live and  work in a secure and stable 
environment.

Office Staff:
Jan Earl, Executive Director
Barb Lester,  Crime Prevention Organizer
Maria Zache, Administrative Assistant
Wilhelmina Daniels, Afternoon Receptionist

The Heritage Hill Association Board of Directors
President
**Jim Payne, 27 College NE, (H) 454-2367
Vice President
*Kate Diedrich, 536 Prospect SE, (H) 451-9211
Treasurer 
*Mary Robinson, 220 Union SE, (H) 459-2119
Secretary
*Mark Hutchison, 38 Prospect SE, (c) 312-502-6300

*Peter Albertini, 540 Prospect SE, (C) 291-3758
**Deb Bryker, 6601 36th Av, Hudsonville 49426, (H) 669-6754
*Suzanne DeHaan, 573 Prospect SE,  (H) 742-0451
*Stephanie Eckley, 533 Gladstone SE
*Tansy Harris, 537 Prospect SE, Apt. 3
*Todd Hoort, 135 Lafayette NE
**Vicki Hudson, 250 Morris SE, (W) 234-4206
*Stephanie Kolbe, 334 State SE, 248-787-0961
*Marie Koster, 553 Paris SE, (C) 322-9856
*Charles Roelofs, 572 College SE, (C) 446-2730
*Deanna Smith, 346 Morris SE, (C) 295-3223

* 1st Term
** 2nd Term

The Heritage Hill Association Board of Directors meets 
at 7 pm the third Wednesday of each month at the 
Hauenstein Center - H1 Community Room at Mercy 
Health Saint Mary’s.  The meeting is open to the public.

The Heritage Hill Foundation Board of Trustees
Chairman
Barbara L. Roelofs, 227 College SE, 459-0091
James Booth Burr, Jr., 1244 Lake Drive SE, 458-1246
Sam Cummings, 15 Ionia SW, 458-5235
George Dennis, 2685 Cascade Springs Dr., 456-9353
Rebecca Smith Hoffman, 454-5373
Jim James, 3082 Thornapple River Dr. SE, 949-8484
Milt Rohwer, 30 College SE, #64, 235-7528

Heritage Hill Association Committee Chairs
Block Rep: Barb Lester, 459-8950
Garden Tour: Kate Diedrich, (H) 451-9211
Finance:   Mary Robinson, (H) 459-2119
Newsletter:   Jan Earl, 459-8950
Pledge Drive: Jackie Taylor, (H) 942-5941 
Preservation: Jaime Misner, (H) 454-3309 
Traffic and Mike Clark, (C) 644-6453
      Parking: Barb Lester, (W) 459-8950
Zoning: Craig Nobbelin, 458-0471
Home Tour: Marie Koster, (C) 322-9856
Staffing: Sue Karsen, 455-1223
Distribution: Don Rietema, 776-1716
Publicity: Jan Earl, 459-8950

The Heritage Herald - Circulation 4,800
The Heritage Herald is published by the Heritage Hill 
Association Board of Directors six times a year (bi-monthly).  
The views and opinions expressed are not necessarily 
those of the Board of Directors. We reserve the right to 
edit.  Address correspondence to The Heritage Herald, 126 
College SE, Grand Rapids, MI 49503.

Typography & Printing:  Storr Printing Services, Inc.

The Heritage Hill Association

Happy Spring Heritage Hill. Yes, it is spring 
but why am I still seeing snow out my window 
as I write this? We and all the spring flowers 
are just waiting to explode once the temps 
reach a level that allow life! The birds are 
singing so we must join their belief that the 
weather will break in a good way.  

 Spring will be here for the 45th 
Heritage Hill Weekend Tour of Homes 
on May 17th and 18th. 7 private hosts 
invite you into their living spaces and share 
their architecture, design, art, and home's 
history... a great way to refresh your own 
decorating style. Please, please help spread 
the word - use all your social media tricks 
and your face-to- face charm and get people 
excited to see the insides at Tour. Send 
people to our website, heritagehillweb.org 
for more enticement. It will be a beautiful 
weekend to walk this great place and catch 
what's blooming. 
 There is a way to get a FREE ticket to 
Tour. We need volunteer guides right up to 
the days of Tour to cover any cancellations. 
Please call today, 459-8950, or email 
heritage@heritagehillweb.org) and help 
Tour work smoothly with an easy 4-hour 
shift.

***
 Leaping into summer is the purge 
(or splurge) at the Association's annual 
Heritage Hill Yard Sales Day - June 7th 
in 2014. Call or email the HHA office, 
heritage@heritagehillweb.org; 459-8950 
and we'll get you on the list that we'll post 
on our website. 

***
 And Pleasant Park will be open late 
summer. Watch for all the commotion of 
constructing the park with a completion 
date of August, 2015. You can still get your 
name on the park with a donation of a brick, 
bench, tree. Go to Friends of GR Parks, - 
www.friendsofgrparks.org/pleasantpark. 
Please! - all the kids are doin' it!

***
 We at the HHA office are singing our 
happy welcome back song to Maria Zache 
(and Jim Starkey too) from their 4-month 
winter break. The HHA office is cheering 
her homecoming!

***
 Kick off your boots and wiggle your 
toes ... soon!

Jan Earl
Executive Director
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Let’s keep working together! 
Support the Heritage Hill Association with your 2014 Pledge 
 
You’ve heard our continued pleas concerning shrinking revenues from all corners.  
 
Your contribution directly and immediately benefits your neighborhood. Your support is critical to:  
 Organizing Neighborhood Watch and Crime Prevention programs that keep you aware and safe.  
 Working with the major institutions surrounding Heritage Hill to bridge the needs of our residents and our 

institutional neighbors. Our focus is to protect our neighborhood from development that could harm our 
residential quality. But our work also helps our institutions do their work efficiently and effectively.  

 Providing vital neighborhood information via our office, the e-alert network, the newsletter, and our 
website that keeps people connected, informed and engaged. 

 Monitoring land use and zoning requests and voicing positions maintains our neighborhood’s stability. 
 Addressing parking and traffic issues and working with stakeholders to develop programs that ease 

congestion (or at least don’t make problems worse!) 
 Promoting neighborhood occupancy through apartment listings, our Weekend Tour of Homes, and 

community building events. 
 Assisting tenants and property owners with rights and responsibilities. 
 Using the Master Plan of Heritage Hill that guides development in our neighborhood. This dog eared plan 

is used in every issue faced by the Association and by city departments as a reference guide in planning 
projects in our neighborhood. 

 
 
______________________________________________________________________ 
For the 2014 continuation of the Heritage Hill Association, I pledge: 
 
___ $25     ___ $35       ___  $50       ___  $75       ___ $100     ___  $250 __$500 
 
___ Other   $ ________________   
  
Name    _______________________________________________________ 
 
Address  _______________________________________________________ 
 
Phone    ________________________ Email _________________________ 
 
Please return this coupon and check to: HHA, 126 College SE, Grand Rapids, MI  49503 or go to the web 
www.heritagehillweb.org and you can pledge online!!!! 
 
 

Our pledge drive begins now. Pledge $100.00 by May 1 
and we’ll send you a FREE Home Tour ticket! Or just 
pledge now and you’ll not get one phone call from us! 

Our pledge drive begins now.  Pledge $100.00 
by May 1 and we’ll send you a FREE Home
Tour ticket! Or just pledge now and you’ll not 
get one phone call from us!

	 You’ve heard our continued pleas 
concerning shrinking revenues from all 
corners. 

Your contribution directly and 
immediately benefits your neighbor-
hood. Your support is critical to:
 
•	 Organizing Neighborhood Watch 

and Crime Prevention programs that 
keep you aware and safe. 

•	 Working with the major institutions 
surrounding Heritage Hill to bridge 
the needs of our residents and our 
institutional neighbors. Our focus is 
to protect our neighborhood from 
development that could harm our 
residential quality. But our work 
also helps our institutions do their 
work efficiently and effectively. 

•	 Providing vital neighborhood 
information via our office, the 
e-alert network, the newsletter, 
and our website that keeps people 
connected, informed and engaged.

•	 Monitoring land use and zoning 
requests and voicing positions 
maintains our neighborhood’s 
stability.

•	 Addressing parking and traffic 
issues and working with 
stakeholders to develop programs 
that ease congestion (or at least 
don’t make problems worse!)

•	 Promoting neighborhood occupancy 
through apartment listings, our 
Weekend Tour of Homes, and 
community building events.

For the 2014 continuation of the Heritage Hill Association, I pledge:

___ $25     ___ $35       ___  $50       ___  $75       ___ $100     ___  $250 ___$500

___ Other  $ ________________  
 
Name  _______________________________________________________________________________________

Address  ____________________________________________________________________________________

Phone ____________________________ Email ___________________________________________________

Please return this coupon and check to: HHA, 126 College SE, Grand Rapids, MI  
49503 or go to the web www.heritagehillweb.org and you can pledge online!!!!

Let’s keep working together!
Support the Heritage Hill Association with your 2014 Pledge

•	 Assisting tenants and property 
owners with rights and 
responsibilities.

•	 Using the Master Plan of Heritage 
Hill that guides development in our 

neighborhood. This dog eared plan 
is used in every issue faced by the 
Association and by city departments 
as a reference guide in planning 
projects in our neighborhood.
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1. The Master Plan of Heritage Hill 
recommends a rigorous scrutiny of any 
request to increase density in existing 
residences taking into consideration 
available parking and overall density in the 
neighborhood.

2.  Exceptional or Extraordinary 
Circumstances: There do not appear to 
be circumstances that are peculiar to this 
property.  There are numerous single family 
houses in the neighborhood of its size and 
scale. There are also numerous houses that 
were used in the past as two-families but 
have reverted to single family use. 
3.  Substantial Property Right: In 
common with all of the 500 SE blocks of 
Heritage Hill, this block of Prospect has a 
high concentration of single-family owner-
occupied houses. Of the 26 houses on this 
block, 21 are single family homes.  Further, 
the owner has a track record of renting 
individual bedrooms to "non-affiliated" 
people rather than the traditional renting 
of the entire housing unit. This rental 

arrangement is not the norm in Heritage 
Hill. The proposed floor plans at 543 
Prospect SE remove shared living spaces so 
that 7 bedrooms can be installed in the two 
units.  
4.  Self-Created: The conditions are self-
created as the house is zoned as a single 
family and can be used in that manner. 
The installation of additional bedrooms is 
intended to maximize the number of people 
at this property and its cash flow. The over-
use of this home in the middle of this block 
will be a burden on the livability of this 
street. 

5.  There is Substantial Detriment: 
Granting the variance would be a detriment 
to the neighborhood, as evidenced by the 
significant opposition by neighbors. The 
trend in Heritage Hill is decreasing density 
in the middle of strong, single-family blocks. 
The current GR zoning code encourages 
higher uses to be located at corner parcels 
or adjacent to traffic corridors rather 
than interrupting the pattern of a low use 
residential block. Also, there is very limited 
parking on the property, with only a single-
width driveway leading to a two stall garage 
at the rear. The proponent's intent to pave 
the backyard to add 4 additional off-street 
parking spaces is not in keeping with the 
residential nature of this block. 

6.  The property can be used in a 
manner consistent with the existing 
zoning. 84% of the houses on this block are 
a single family use. According to reports by 
30+ year veteran neighbors, this house has 
been used as a single family dwelling as long 
as they have lived on this block of Prospect. 
There is still time to voice your opinion on 
this proposed variance request. Send your 
comments to the GR Zoning Appeals Board 
via email planning@grcity.us or mail: Grand 
Rapids Board of Zoning Appeals c/o City of 
Grand Rapids Planning Department, 1120 
Monroe Ave. NW - 3rd Floor; Grand Rapids, 
MI 49503. You can also attend the hearing at 
the same address. Appeals Board hearings 
are held in the 2nd floor meeting room. 
Public hearings begin at 1:00 pm. The time 
of this case will be available 10 days prior to 
the hearing.

More land use news:
345 State Street - The purchase of this 
building was finalized in December, 2013. 
Brookstone Capital's developer Karl Chew 

Land Use Developments of Late 
 
ACTION ITEM! 
 
543 Prospect SE - A request for use as a two-family 
dwelling is before the GR Zoning Appeals Board on 
April 17. Representatives of the Heritage Hill 
Association and 500 block of Prospect SE met with 
the proponent and reviewed plans. The Association 
and neighbors will be opposing this request for the 
follow reasons which adhere to the Zoning Appeals 
Board determination guidelines: 

1.  The Master Plan of Heritage Hill recommends a 
rigorous scrutiny of any request to increase density in existing residences taking into 
consideration available parking and overall density in the neighborhood.  

2. Exceptional or Extraordinary Circumstances: There do not appear to be circumstances 
that are peculiar to this property.  There are numerous single family houses in the 
neighborhood of its size and scale. There are also numerous houses that were used in the 
past as two-families but have reverted to single family use.  

3. Substantial Property Right: In common with all of the 500 SE blocks of Heritage Hill, this 
block of Prospect has a high concentration of single-family owner-occupied houses. Of the 
26 houses on this block, 21 are single family homes.  Further, the owner has a track record 
of renting individual bedrooms to "non-affiliated" people rather than the traditional 
renting of the entire housing unit. This rental arrangement is not the norm in Heritage Hill. 
The proposed floor plans at 543 Prospect SE remove shared living spaces so that 7 
bedrooms can be installed in the two units.   

4. Self-Created: The conditions are self-created as the house is zoned as a single family and 
can be used in that manner. The installation of additional bedrooms is intended to 
maximize the number of people at this property and its cash flow. The over-use of this 
home in the middle of this block will be a burden on the livability of this street.  

5. There is Substantial Detriment: Granting the variance would be a detriment to the 
neighborhood, as evidenced by the significant opposition by neighbors. The trend in 
Heritage Hill is decreasing density in the middle of strong, single-family blocks. The current 
GR zoning code encourages higher uses to be located at corner parcels or adjacent to 
traffic corridors rather than interrupting the pattern of a low use residential block. Also, 
there is very limited parking on the property, with only a single-width driveway leading to a 
two stall garage at the rear. The proponent's intent to pave the backyard to add 4 
additional off-street parking spaces is not in keeping with the residential nature of this 
block.  

6. The property can be used in a manner consistent with the existing zoning. 84% of the 
houses on this block are a single family use. According to reports by 30+ year veteran 

neighbors, this house has been used as a single family dwelling as long as they have lived 
on this block of Prospect.  

There is still time to voice your opinion on this proposed variance request. Send your 
comments to the GR Zoning Appeals Board via email planning@grcity.us or mail: Grand 
Rapids Board of Zoning Appeals c/o City of Grand Rapids Planning Department, 1120 
Monroe Ave. NW - 3rd Floor; Grand Rapids, MI 49503. You can also attend the hearing at 
the same address. Appeals Board hearings are held in the 2nd floor meeting room. Public 
hearings begin at 1:00 pm. The time of this case will be available 10 days prior to the 
hearing. 
 
More land use news: 

 
345 State Street - The purchase of this 
building was finalized in December, 
2013. Brookstone Capital's developer 
Karl Chew will add two levels, install 34 
apartments and first floor retail space. 
Look for renovation to begin late 2014 or 
more likely 2015. 

 
Michigan Street Draft Corridor Plan - The draft plan was 
unveiled to community stakeholders on February 27. Finishing  
comments are being incorporated into the final plan that is 
already being used to transform this major artery of Grand 
Rapids. Large scale housing and mixed use developments, a 
hotel, traffic changes and alternatives are all the works. The 
look and feel of this corridor will be very 21st century. 
Ironically that means it will have the pattern of what this 
street looked like when it was first developed.   

 
Tapestry Square/Wealthy Division Visioning  - ICCF 
hosted a visioning session on March 11 that could  more 
aptly be described as a reaffirmation session. Neighbors 
at the open house voiced and voted their overwhelming 
support for a grocery store at this location. It remains 
priority #1 for the community. While no grocer has signed 
on to this vision, ICCF will continue its dedicated search 
for a grocer. It is the perfect spot! Spread the word on 
this availability and make this collective vision happen. 

Heritage Hill Association’s Land-Use Review process – The 
Association reviews all land-use proposals for our 
neighborhood. This review process involves researching the 

request through meetings with the applicants, reviewing the application and how it relates 
to the Master Plan of Heritage Hill, and soliciting feedback from neighbors through 

 

Land Use Developments  (continued from page 1)

 7 days a week - 8am to Midnight (616) 459-0911

200 Union NE GR, MI 49503  -  Next door to Nantucket Bakery
VISIT OUR DELI FOR HOMEMADE PREPARED FOODS

All The Right Ingredients, For All The Right Occasions.

A Heritage Hill Neighborhood Grocery.

543 Prospect SE
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neighbors, this house has been used as a single family dwelling as long as they have lived 
on this block of Prospect.  

There is still time to voice your opinion on this proposed variance request. Send your 
comments to the GR Zoning Appeals Board via email planning@grcity.us or mail: Grand 
Rapids Board of Zoning Appeals c/o City of Grand Rapids Planning Department, 1120 
Monroe Ave. NW - 3rd Floor; Grand Rapids, MI 49503. You can also attend the hearing at 
the same address. Appeals Board hearings are held in the 2nd floor meeting room. Public 
hearings begin at 1:00 pm. The time of this case will be available 10 days prior to the 
hearing. 
 
More land use news: 

 
345 State Street - The purchase of this 
building was finalized in December, 
2013. Brookstone Capital's developer 
Karl Chew will add two levels, install 34 
apartments and first floor retail space. 
Look for renovation to begin late 2014 or 
more likely 2015. 

 
Michigan Street Draft Corridor Plan - The draft plan was 
unveiled to community stakeholders on February 27. Finishing  
comments are being incorporated into the final plan that is 
already being used to transform this major artery of Grand 
Rapids. Large scale housing and mixed use developments, a 
hotel, traffic changes and alternatives are all the works. The 
look and feel of this corridor will be very 21st century. 
Ironically that means it will have the pattern of what this 
street looked like when it was first developed.   

 
Tapestry Square/Wealthy Division Visioning  - ICCF 
hosted a visioning session on March 11 that could  more 
aptly be described as a reaffirmation session. Neighbors 
at the open house voiced and voted their overwhelming 
support for a grocery store at this location. It remains 
priority #1 for the community. While no grocer has signed 
on to this vision, ICCF will continue its dedicated search 
for a grocer. It is the perfect spot! Spread the word on 
this availability and make this collective vision happen. 

Heritage Hill Association’s Land-Use Review process – The 
Association reviews all land-use proposals for our 
neighborhood. This review process involves researching the 

request through meetings with the applicants, reviewing the application and how it relates 
to the Master Plan of Heritage Hill, and soliciting feedback from neighbors through 
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Historic Building Restoration 
Residential & Institutional 

616-454-9337
www.grandriverbuilders.comwww.grandriverbuilders.com

at this location. It remains priority #1 
for the community. While no grocer has 
signed on to this vision, ICCF will continue 
its dedicated search for a grocer. It is the 
perfect spot! Spread the word on this 
availability and make this collective vision 
happen.

Heritage Hill Association’s Land-Use 
Review process – The Association 
reviews all land-use proposals for our 
neighborhood. This review process 
involves researching the request through 
meetings with the applicants, reviewing 
the application and how it relates to the 
Master Plan of Heritage Hill, and soliciting 
feedback from neighbors through meetings, 
emails and conversations. The HHA’s zoning 
committee reviews all this information and 
recommends positions to the HHA Board of 
Directors. With this recommendation, the 
Board debates and determines its position 
and presents this stance to the respective 
City body that is deciding the issue. The 
Heritage Hill Association is one voice on 
all land-use matters but it also crucial for 
active neighbors to also make their voice 
heard by the City’s decision makers. For 
more information on this process and/or 
land-use issues in general, please contact 
your Association, 459-8950; heritage@
heritagehillweb.org.
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Tru-Trough
Seamless Half Round Gutter Supply

On-Site Fabrication for Contractors & Do-It-Yourselfers
'Chop & Drop'

269.806.1266
john.r.crookston@charter.net

7132 N. 23rd  Street
Kalamazoo, MI 49004

JOHN R. CROOKSTON
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                  Weekend Tour of Homes 
             May 17 and 18, 2014 
 

                          Spring Can't Come Soon Enough ... 
                      
                          See these and more on the 
                          the 45th Annual Home Tour. 

www.westminstergr.org
Sundays at 8:30a and 11:00a

Absolutely everyone
is welcome.

We don’t presume you to be 
Christian, we only hope to be 

Christian towards you.

carmodypainting.com

616-443-0406

carmodypainting.com

Carmody
Painting

Carmody
Painting

Interior & Exterior
Residential & Commercial

Fully Insured
EPA Lead Certified

Quality Craftsmanship at Competitive Rates
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Trash, Trash and 4 months of Trash - 
Clean-up in Heritage Hill 
 
As the snow recedes, 4 months of trash is 
showing. Did you know that any trash that 
washes through our street grates, goes 
directly into the Grand River! Storm sewers 
have no filtration so whatever flows down 
our streets and into the grates, keeps flowing 
directly into the river. We all need to pitch in 
and clean up our neighborhood! Please get some great exercise bending, stooping and stashing 
trash in whatever receptacle you can carry -- not only for our streets but for our river 
namesake.  
 
 

 As the snow recedes, 4 months of 
trash is showing. Did you know that any 
trash that washes through our street 
grates, goes directly into the Grand 
River?  Storm sewers have no filtration so 
whatever flows down our streets and into 
the grates, keeps flowing directly into 
the river.

Trash, Trash and 4 months of Trash -
Clean-up in Heritage Hill

 We all need to pitch in and 
clean up our neighborhood! 
Please get some great exercise 
bending, stooping and
stashing trash in whatever 
receptacle you can carry -- not 
only for our streets but for our 
river namesake. 

Please remember us when your apartment 
needs renters. Your dollars not only find 
you tenants but also support the programs 
of the Heritage Hill Association!
You can list your apartment right at the 
website or stop by the HHA office. We 
welcome you!

Heritage Hill Apartment Rental and
Home Sales Listings

All sizes and prices -- Spread the word!!!

RENTHERITAGEHILLWEB.ORG
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  After five months of hibernation, 
aren’t you ready for a grand adventure? 
Ten outstanding treasures that have 
been buried beneath the snow all winter 
are waiting to reveal their secrets in the 
warm days of spring. The homes on tour 

Bylsma Painting Company
Excellence since 1972

Rick Bylsma has given presentations to Historic Societies, Old House Expo 
events, and to the Michigan Historic Preservation Network.

Some of our projects:
 Frank Lloyd Wright/Meyer May – Steelcase – Grand Rapids, MI
 Frank Lloyd Wright Studio/Amberg home - Grand Rapids, MI
 Gibson Restaurant/Mangiamo’s - Grand Rapids, MI
 Voigt House – Grand Rapids Public Museum - Grand Rapids, MI
 Senator William Alden Smith Estate – Grand Rapids, MI
 Hackley and Hume Estate – Muskegon County Museum, MI
 St. Marks Church – Grand Rapids, MI
 First Methodist Church – Grand Rapids, MI
 Westminster Presbyterian Church – Grand Rapids, MI
 Reagan Marketing – Grand Rapids, MI
 Wealthy Street Theater – Grand Rapids, MI
 Graham Home – Lowell Museum, MI
 Women’s City Club – Grand Rapids, MI

No one in Michigan has more experience, expertise, or volume 
of projects in restoration painting.

616-308-8849
www.bylsmapainting.com

 

 

FREE 
Home Security Surveys 

 

Call Barb at HHA, 459-8950 to 
arrange your home or apartment 

inspection. 
 

 Use her 25 years experience in 
spotting vulnerabilities in your 

 home or apartment.  
There are many simple ways to 

 make sure your home is as safe as it 
can be. Barb has many tried and true 

answers. 
 

Call or email - 459-8950  
 heritage@heritagehillweb.org 

  

T H E  A R T  I S  I N  T H E  D E TA I L S

Juli S. Wemmer DDS, FAGD

Jon C. Feinauer  DDS

455 Cherry Street, SE    
Grand Rapids, MI 49503

P 616.458.8593
F 616.458.0738
www.stonecastledentistry.com

STONECASTLE
DENTISTRY
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Heritage Hill Weekend Tour Of Homes
Ten Mysteries/ Two Days
May 17-18

this year are wonderfully unique and 
varied and each one has a room, a nook, 
a staircase, an ambiance- some delightful 
secret waiting to be discovered.
 For some of the homes, the secrets 
has been part of their mystery from the 

very beginning- Frank Lloyd Wright 
designed stained-glass windows, Art-
Deco railings, an intricately carved 
winding staircase, back-to-back etched 
soapstone fireplaces or a two-story, 
wood-lined library. For others, you 
will be surprised by the creative ways 
that the next generation of caretakers 
has adapted these homes for a modern 
lifestyle- a WOW! gourmet kitchen, an 
entertainment room with a bar area 
made from a wooden boat, rooms 
filled with art, a pin-ball game room. 
In addition to the houses, two of the 
neighborhood’s honored institutions, 
the Central High School Campus and 
the Cornerstone Church will have 
stories of their own to tell.  So, all of 
you Sherlock Holmes out there, here 
are ten fascinating mysteries worth 
investigating.  Have your cloak and 
walking shoes ready- the game is
soon afoot!
 If it is still a mystery what you are 
going to find for Easter basket fillers 
or Mother’s Day gifts,  get a clue- TOUR 
TICKETS! They are only $15 before the 
day of Tour and $20 the day of. They are 
available at the Heritage Hill office or 
on-line at  heritage@heritagehillweb.org. 
Getting a free ticket is easy- volunteer to 
be a guide for Tour. We always can use 
help and you will be part of making this, 
the 45th Home Tour, the most successful 
one ever. For all of you businesses out 
there- just think of all the wonderful 
tour guests you could reach by being a 
sponsor!  It’s no mystery, you couldn’t 
ask for better people! Shake off the 
winter, look to the Spring, THINK TOUR!
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jim@winter-troutwine.com
616-451-8331
Grand Rapids, Michigan

Specializing in historic:

• Restoration, planning and
design

• Community planning

• Mainstreet design and
consulting

• Tax credits

• National Register
Nominations

Winter-Troutwine  Associates, Inc.
Preservation Architecture and Planning

 
Huge thanks to our recent Heritage Hill Association contributors:  
 
Bylsma Painting 
Donald DeHoog 
Alessandro Giovannelli and Gisella Gisolo 
Patricia Auer and Michael Barker 
David and Sandy Jinkins 
Myra and Willa Mast 
Jim Payne and Char Kruzich 
Charles and Chelsea Roelofs 
Bridgett and Bill Tingley 
Gerry Wheeler 
 
 

Huge thanks to our 
recent Heritage 
Hill Association 
contributors: 
Bylsma Painting
Donald DeHoog
Alessandro Giovannelli and
      Gisella Gisolo
Patricia Auer and Michael Barker
David and Sandy Jinkins
Myra and Willa Mast
Jim Payne and Char Kruzich
Charles and Chelsea Roelofs
Bridgett and Bill Tingley
Gerry Wheeler

 Thank you also to the 500 
Morris SE Block for their donation 
to Western Michigan Legal Aid 
in memory of our neighbor Mike 
Chielens.

 
• Plant Health Care 
• Pruning 
• Removals 
• Cabling & Bracing 
• Tree Fertilization 
• Insect/Disease 

Control 
• IPM Programs 
 

 Brian McKenzie 
  ISA Certified Arborist 

 
   1-877-BARTLETT 
        616-245-9449 
     www.bartlett.com 
 

 

 
• Plant Health Care 
• Pruning 
• Removals 
• Cabling & Bracing 
• Tree Fertilization 
• Insect/Disease 

Control 
• IPM Programs 
 

 Brian McKenzie 
  ISA Certified Arborist 

 
   1-877-BARTLETT 
        616-245-9449 
     www.bartlett.com 
 

 

 
 Free Home Ticket for all Tour volunteers! 
  

Sign up to work a shift today. Call the HHA office at 459-8950 
or email heritage@heritagehillweb.org. with your preferred 
day and shift time. 
 

  Home Tour Shifts: 
Saturday, May 19: 10:30 am. to 2:30 pm. or 2:00 pm. to 5:30 pm. 
Sunday, May 20: 11:30 am. to 3:30 pm. or 3:00 pm. to 6:30 pm. 
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First Park Congregational Church
United Church of Christ

10 East Park Place NE
Grand Rapids, MI 49503

616 - 459 - 3203
www.parkchurchgr.org

No matter who you 
are or where you are 
on life’s journey, you 
are welcome here!

Worship with us
 Sunday at 10:30am

Located in the heart 
of downtown, next to 
Veterans Park and the 

Public Library

An Open and
Affirming Congregation

 It’s hard to believe that there is 
actually something green and growing 
under all this white stuff, but gardeners 
are nothing if not optimists. The HH 
GARDEN TOUR is going to be in the 
southern part of the Hill (south of Cherry) 
this summer, and we are looking for ten 
or so nature nurturers who would love to 
share their floribunda with other garden 

lovers. It 
involves 
only six 
hours of 
sitting 
in your 
garden 
and 

 7 days a week - 7am to Midnight (616) 726-6609
208 Union NE GR, MI 49503  -  Next door to Martha’s Vineyard

Taste Something Great! Morning, Noon, & Night!

A Heritage Hill Neighborhood Bakery.

Calling All Gardeners
listening to people tell you how beautiful 
it is. How can you resist that?  If you 
have a big expanse or a little jewel of a 
garden – if you love it, chances are others 
will too. There is a party on the eve of 
the tour for all of the garden hosts so 
that you can meet, eat and tour all the 
gardens beforehand. Even if, by chance, 
you may be away on the day of the tour, 
your garden could show itself off on its 
own.  Some free tickets for the tour are, of 
course, included so you can treat family 
and friends to a delightful day.
 The tour is usually in mid-July 
although this year it could be pushed into 
August. After we have a few gardens on 
board, we can set an exact date.  If you 

would like to be a part of the tour, or if you 
know of a garden in your neighborhood 
that deserves to be showcased, or if you 
have any questions, please contact Kate 
at 451-9211, or e-mail: katediedrich@
comcast.net.   
 Please consider being a part of 
the Garden Tour this summer;  what a 
perfect way to share  something you love 
and at the same time contribute to this 
wonderful neighborhood.  Please let me 
know as soon as possible so that definite 
planning can begin.  THANKS!  

Remember 
Heritage Hill
Property Owners:
There is a City Preservation Ordinance that 
governs all exterior changes, repairs and/
or additions to Heritage Hill properties. 
Call the Grand Rapids Historic Preservation 
Commission at 456-3451 for information on 
approvals. You can access the application 
form at the City’s website,
www.ci.grand-rapids.mi.us 
at the Planning Department 
section or at the Heritage
Hill Association’s
www.heritagehillweb.org. 
This ordinance applies to all 
exterior changes, repairs, and/
or additions to your home 
and property.  Items such as 
doors and windows including 
storms, yard structures, 
driveway and sidewalk 
approaches, and fences do 
need HPC approvals.
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N eighborhood    Potpourri             by Barb Lester   

DIY – Grand Rapids: Home Repair 
Services of Kent County has been teaching 
homeowners how to make home repairs 
and rehab their homes for several decades.  
They have a series of FREE Rookie 
Renovator Classes for the following 
projects:  Plumbing, electrical, drywall 
and plaster repair, cabinet installation and 
ceramic, glass and stone tile installation.  
They are conveniently located at 1100 S. 
Division 
 The scheduled date for each class 
can be found by going to:  http://www.
homerepairservices.org/fix-itschool
If you have any questions please feel free 
to call Judy Jordan at 241-2601 ext 231  
February police responses:  The majority 
of police responses in February were for 
parking problems due to SNOW.  Very few 
crimes occurred other than vehicles that 
were parked at odd angles or too far from 
the curbs. Thank you to all who helped  
neighbors during this amazingly snowy 
winter. 

Farewell to Police Chief Kevin Belk:  
Kevin Belk has been with the GRPD from 
the very start of his career as a patrol 
officer in the early 1980’s. Dedicated, 
hard- working, tough and fair would be 
good words to describe him. His term as 
chief has been challenged by budget cuts 
that brought officer and staff reductions at 
the GRPD.   That’s where the “tough” came 
in handy. Those who work with him on a 

neighborhood 
level have seen his 
lighter side – he 
is a regular at our 
Neighborhood 
Picnic each 
year.  On a 
neighborhood 
level, he was a 
great help to 

Heritage Hill neighbors throughout his 
career. In the summer of 1984, patrol officer 
Belk worked nightly to keep track of a 
suspect in a series of sexual assaults on the 
south end. Police had a suspect but they 
could not arrest him without proof. It was 
a neighbor’s call to 911 in July of that year 
that alerted officers to suspicious activity 
and the suspect was caught and arrested. 
Fast forward to the first parole hearing 
for the man 10 years later and then Det. 
Belk was there to help the Association and 
victims fight all parole opportunities for that 
suspect until the he served his full 25-year 
sentence.  Thank you Chief Belk for some of 
the best years of your life!  

Good Bye Officer Kristen Gibbons:    
Kristen Gibbons has served as the Heritage 
Hill neighborhood Community Police Officer 
for nearly 5 years. She has tracked down the 
bad guys and worked with HHA staff and 
residents to keep us all safer on our streets. 
We have had almost daily contact with 
Officer Gibbons who provided us with 

information 
on crimes that 
occurred the day 
before. This allowed 
the Association to 
send out E-Alerts 
to hundreds of 
neighbors to let 
you know about 
a home burglary 

or a theft of a vehicle that occurred on 
your block or near you. It also resulted 
in arrests of burglary suspects a number 
of times over the years! Our Community 
Police networking has helped keep the 
neighborhood working together on crime 
prevention. There were also hundreds of 
times when we got extra help with crime 
problems due to Kristen’s involvement.  We 
appreciate the dedication and resources 
that she brought to her work. Kristen will be 
working patrol in our area on occasion, sort 
of like a guardian angel. 

Hello Officer Aaron Rossin:
Aaron Rossin has worked the streets of 
Grand Rapids for 14 years as a patrol officer.  
Seven of those years were spent working 
nights in the North Police Patrol Area which 
includes Heritage Hill all the way to Pleasant 
SE.  He is familiar with our neighborhood 
and with some of our Hot Spots. Hot spots 
are addresses where police are called a bit 
more than often than is common.  Officer 
Rossin is familiar with issues that concern 

 

 

Give a shift for Home Tour! 
Please volunteer to work a 3.5 or 4 hour shift and you will get a free Tour ticket!  
Home Tour Shifts: 
Saturday, May 19: 10:30 am. to 2:30 pm. or 2:00 pm. to 5:30 pm. 
Sunday, May 20: 11:30 am. to 3:30 pm. or 3:00 pm. to 6:30 pm. 
 
PLEASE CALL or EMAIL: 
The HHA office at 459-8950 or heritage@heritagehillweb.org with your preferred day and      
shift time. Office hours are 9 am - 5 pm; an answering machine is available for after-    
hours messages. 

Weekend Tour of Homes Needs You! 
May 17 and 18, 2014 
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N eighborhood    Potpourri             by Barb Lester   

neighbors which 
range from 
nuisances like 
loud music, to 
thefts of laptops 
and purses from 
parked vehicles 
or even home 
break-ins.  As a 
patrol officer he 

has responded to scenes of terrible crimes 
we hope will never occur here.  Aaron 
brings all this experience and a huge desire 
to be a community police officer.  

We are planning several opportunities 
for residents to meet Officer Rossin 
for coffee at our office and elsewhere 
in the neighborhood.  If you are 
interested please e-mail us at heritage@
heritagehillweb.org and we will let you 
know the details.

RE-ENERGIZING COMMUNITY POLICING:
City Manager, Greg Sundstrom, has held 
meetings with neighborhood staff, residents 
and community groups, to find out what 
kind of police chief Grand Rapidians want 
him to hire.  An on-line survey was offered 
to those who did not attend one of the 
meetings. 

Neighborhood Associations have asked for 
a chief who will energize our Community 
Policing program. It’s going on 20 years 
since Grand Rapids formally adopted 
Community Oriented Policing. Chief Hegarty 
originally opened the door to neighborhood 
crime prevention 35 years ago, in the 
1980’s.  

Where are the Community Officers?   
When the Community Policing Program 
first hired neighborhood cops there were 
almost 100 more officers at the GRPD 
than we have now. Due to budget cuts and 
officer reductions, the Community Officers 
have been called away from their assigned 
neighborhoods to cover calls for service 
throughout the city.  They now have to fill in 
for patrol officers’ vacations, or to serve at 
ArtPrize and many other community events. 
There are also multiple mandatory trainings 
they attend or teach. Due to cuts in the 
overtime budget, our Community Officers 
have not been able to attend block meetings 
or other evening meetings that we consider 
a priority.  We have not had the benefit of a 
full commitment for some time.  

What now?
While Grand Rapids has had a prolonged 
budget crisis and officer cuts, we have 
also had the benefit of a downward trend 
in serious crime over the years. This 

6 16 . 2 4 5 . 5 9 7 0   |   w w w. m t c r e s t o r a t i o n . c o m 

The team at Midtown Craftsmen takes pride in delivering solid craftsmanship 

while incorporating the latest innovations to bring enjoyment, function, and 

value to our customers homes and businesses. 

It’s not good because it’s old, it’s old because it’s good.

has offered us some breathing room 
but maintaining this low crime rate still 
depends on strong police and community 
relationships. Neighborhood Associations 
want our new chief to re-energize our 
Community Policing Program and keep it a 

high prority on the GRPD agenda. 

Community policing is a concept and set of 
procedures that encourage contact between 
citizens and police officers and police 
leadership. In fact, detectives, vice officers, 

(continued on page 14)

 Neighborhood Activist 
Round Table Trainings/Sharing 

 

May 1, 2014 
6 pm to 8 pm - 920 Cherry SE (ICCF building) 

 

Share a light dinner with neighbors from  
Heritage Hill, Eastown, Baxter and Easthills plus ... 

 

Six - 20 minute Round Table Trainings 
 Block Clubs 101: Neighbors know best 
 Street Issues: Curfew violations, graffiti, drugs and more 
 How to find that absentee problem owner 
 Aging in place: New ways to stay in the neighborhood 
 North College Block Club: 30 years of activism (parties           
too) 
 City Services 101: from potholes to city pools. 

 

Please RSVP: 459-8950 
Sponsored by Heritage Hill Association, Baxter Neighborhood Association, Easthills Council of 

Neighbors and Eastown Community Association. 
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Board Notes
Discussion at the January 2014 Heritage Hill 
Association Board Meeting included: 
Grand Rapids Fire Department’s Mike 
TerVree and Kim Panter.
The GRFD are now offering home safety 
assessments to single-family homes in 
Heritage Hill.  The program has been 
in operation in several surrounding 
neighborhoods and now Heritage Hill 
home owners can take advantage of 
free home safety inspections and the 
installation of free smoke detectors in 
their homes.  So far in this program, the 
GRFD have installed approximately 9000 
smoke detectors in nearly 1700 homes in 
Grand Rapids neighborhoods.
Community Development Block Grant: 
Board approved submission of the annual 
CDBG request for funding. 
Treasurer’s Report:  Fundraising 
activities did well in 2013.  The annual 
garden tour was the only event not to 
hit, come close or exceed 100% of its 
budgeted/projected income.  The entire 
2013 year-end results will be reported at 
the February board meeting. 
Staff Reports: Barb Lester said she 
will present her annual crime stats for 
2013 at the February meeting. Barb also 
mentioned the designation of a section of 
Union Ave. to “both side” parking 
occurred at a very inopportune time 
as the snow piling up provided a less 
than adequate passageway through that 
section of street. Jan talked briefly about 
the city’s passage of the new Residential 
Parking Permit Program.  It’s a multi-
step process, but she expects several 
blocks will seek permit status in several 
parts of the neighborhood.
 (At this point, board members broke 
up into committees with old and new 
members finding their niche, electing 
committee chairpersons and setting up 
later meetings (off-line) to discuss goals for 
the 2014 year.)  
Committee/Liaison Reports: 
Administrative – The Executive 
Committee will meet at an upcoming 
meeting to develop its 2014 Goals and 
Objectives. 
Fundraising – Home Tour has 7 homes 
and 2 institutions to date.  Todd Hoort 
volunteered to chair the WHAM (Wine, 
Hops, Art & Music) event for 2014.  And 
the committee is always looking for 
volunteer help for the Texas Hold’em 
events.
Community Involvement – Facebook has 
been a great tool for Heritage Hill.  Thanks 
go to Tansy Harris in this arena.  The 
August “Neighborhood Night Out” and 
picnic is scheduled to be held in the new 

Pleasant Park.
Land Use – Todd Hoort will be involved 
in parking permit on the north end 
of Heritage Hill. Board member Vicki 
Hudson  and Zoning Chair Craig Nobbelin 
are members of the City's adhoc 
committee to review and recommend 
guidelines for a some form of short 
term rentals (airbnb-type) businesses.  
The committee is populated by a wide 
representation of the many interests – for 
and against – of this recent phenomenon.  

It is hoped this group will be able to bring 
all the pieces of this venture to the table 
and make sense (in both compromise and 
legalities) of the rental issues involved 
with this business.  

Discussion at the February, 2014 Heritage 
Hill Association Board Meeting included:

Public Comment for Agenda – GRPS 
representative Gideon Sanders updated 
the board on Innovation Central news: 
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Students in the Academy of Design and 
Construction (ADC) are helping build 
a Habitat for Humanity home and are 
sponsored by Wolverine Worldwide in the 
form of new boots and outerwear for use 
at the worksite.  Rosalyn Carter  will be 
honoring the  students’ work. Gideon also 
spoke briefly about various fundraisers 
they are conducting and the fact that the 
former city high building on this campus 
should be razed by or before 2015.
Staff Reports:  Jan spoke briefly on 
recent interest in 50 College SE (old Social 
Security) by a property management firm.  
Possible multi-use facility. Home Tour 
currently has 7 homes and 3 institutions 
for the May 2014 Tour. Pleasant Park is 
still slated for August 2014 completion.
North end blocks of the neighborhood will 
likely apply for residential permit parking.

Barb said she worked on neighborhood 
crime stats for 2013 and they will be 
published in the upcoming Heritage 
Herald.  Police “calls for service” have 
gone down steadily over the years. 
Many calls to the office in the last two 
months have dealt with snow and the 
issue of its removal. Frustrations were 
voiced and ideas to explore included: 
Should odd/even parking be instituted 
on all neighborhood streets in “snow 
emergencies?”  Should we have been part 
of city’s volunteer removal/push back 
plan?  Should roads like Lafayette be given 
more consideration than just “side street” 
status?  Should we as a neighborhood 
develop a plan for future winter snow 
storms/snow removal?
The last item was the GRPD's 
reassignment of Kristin Gibbens, our 

community officer. A new officer will be 
assigned in the coming weeks. 
Treasurer’s Report:  Mary Robinson’s 
recap of 2013 was brief . . . there was 
$9,000 more in revenue than budgeted 
primarily due to the addition of the 
WHAM event that had not been planned 
or budgeted in 2013. There was $2,000 
more in expenses than budgeted, but “all 
in all, no big surprises.  
Committee/Liaison Reports: 
Land Use – The Liaison Group met to 
develop its goals for the year and will 
provide the written form at the next 
Board meeting. 
Administrative -  Group developed 
its goals and objectives that include 
organizational planning sessions, 
monitoring of grants/etc. and board 
members engagement.  Nominating 
will be handled by Kate Diedrich.  
Don Reitema will remain the HHA 
maintenance person.  A fund development 
strategy is being worked on that will 
include legacy fund.  
Fundraising – Group met and goals were 
outlined.  The legacy fund parameter-
setting discussion was moved from 
this committee to the administrative 
committee. Home Tour line-up currently 
has 7 homes and 3 institutions to 
date.  Peter Albertini will head up Tour 
sponsorship.  Group will focus more on 
volunteers for Texas Hold’em events.  
Todd Hoort will be new chairperson of 
fundraising committee.  Planning has 
started for both this summer’s garden 
tour and next fall’s WHAM event.
Community Involvement - The group 
will soon be meeting to develop its Goals 
and Objectives.

 The HHA Board meets at 7:00 p.m. on 
the third WEDNESDAY of every month at the 
Mercy Health Saint Mary’s campus, either in 
the Hauenstein or Wege centers. Please call 
the office (459-8950) or visit the website 
(www.heritagehillweb.org) to confirm the 
exact meeting room. Neighbors are welcome 
to attend. 
 If you would like an item placed on the 
Board agenda, please call the HHA office 
at 459-8950 before 4:00 p.m. of the second 
WEDNESDAY of the month. If you would like 
to address the Board regarding an agenda 
item, public comment is taken at the begin-
ning of each meeting. For non- agenda items, 
public comment is taken at the end of each 
meeting. Typically, Board meetings run from 
7:00 p.m. until 8:30 p.m.
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Tidy Home Helpers offers very affordable and 
professional home and small office cleaning services 
to those in the greater Grand Rapids area. We use 
environmentally-friendly Green Seal certified 
products so you, your loved ones, and your 
environment are safe in our hands.   

“At Tidy Home Helpers we’ll keep your  
home looking great.” 

Call 616-233-4832 to set up a free assessment 
Or Visit Us Online: www.tidyhomehelpers.com 

 

Tidy Home Helpers offers very affordable and professional home and 
small office cleaning services to those in the greater Grand Rapids area.  
We use environmentally friendly Green Seal certified products so you, 
your loved ones, and your environment are safe in our hands.

“At Tidy Home Helpers we’ll keep
your home looking great.”

Call 616-233-4832 to schedule
a free assessment

Or Visit Us Online:
www.tidyhomehelpers.com

 

“At Heritage Hill Dental we are dedicated 
to performing high quality dentistry

in a comfortable environment.
Utilizing the latest technology

with attention to detail provides
the highest standard of patient

care which is the focal point
of our practice.” 

Heritage Hill Dental
Family  •  Implant  •  Cosmetic

Mention our ad
and receive $50 off

new patient exam. 
 

www.heritagedentalgr.com                                            616.451.2336
255 WAShinGton SE  •   SuitE 4   • GRAnd RApidS MiChiGAn   49503

Matthew Lieto, DMD

Cats Vs Dogs
Pet Grooming Salon

36 Grand Ave NE |Grand Rapids MI 49503

       Check us out on Facebook.

616-233-0776

$2 off grooming services Exp 6/1/2014

Visit us at our New Location

patrol officers and other police personnel 
should be part of the partnership.  We want 
our next chief of police to move the Grand 
Rapids Community Policing Program 
forward to the next level of neighborhood 
and police cooperation.   

RULES OF THE ROAD
 Bicyclists have all the same rights and 
responsibilities as the driver of any other 
vehicle and can be ticketed for violating 
Michigan traffic laws.  Motorists must also 
adhere to rules of the road.  As more people 
hit the road on bikes we must all be more 
observant of safety rules.  Here are a few:

Cyclists can be ticketed for:
•	 Cycling against the direction of traffic
•	 Failure to yield when required
•	 Running a stop sign or red light
•	 Cycling at night without required lighting
•	 Riding into a street at mid-block.

Motorists can be ticketed for:
•	 Failure to yield to a cyclist when required
•	 Unsafely passing a cyclist
•	 Right or left turn immediately in front of 

a cyclist
•	 Driving too fast for conditions
•	 Opening driver-side door into a cyclist 

path.

Signs and Signals:
•	 Signal left turns by extending your left arm 

straight out to the left.
•	 Signal right turns with an upturned left 

arm.
•	 Signal stopping or slowing by extending 

your left arm straight down with your palm 
facing rearward.  

A guide for Bicyclists from the League of 
Michigan Bicyclists

Keep in touch
Barb Lester, Community Organizer

Neighborhood  Potpourri
(Continued from page 9)
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5 in top 5: Five GRPS schools are in Michigan’s top 5% for academic performance. City High-Middle School 
(7-12th grade) is THE top performing school in West Michigan and the ONLY school to offer the coveted International 
Baccalaureate program. Others include Coit Creative Arts Academy (K-5th grade), 6th grade schools Blandford 
School, Zoo School, and the Center for Economicology @ City. 

LEADinG MontESSoRi tHEME SCHooLS: Grand Rapids Montessori serves students from preschool to  
12th grade. North Park Montessori is expanding to serve grades PK-8 starting in the 2013-14 school year. 

CEntERS oF innoVAtion: GRPS is home to five ‘Centers of Innovation’ with college prep themes  
and strong public-private partnerships with local job providers, universities, foundations and more.

- COMING FALL 2013 - Innovation Central (9th-12th grade): All the innovation, talent, resources,  
and partnerships of four Centers of Innovation combined on one campus near the heart of downtown  
and the Medical Mile. The Academy for Design and Construction; GRAPCEP/Engineering and  
Biomedical School; School of Business, Leadership, and Entrepreneurship; and the School of Health  
Sciences will co-locate for maximum educational outcomes.

- Grand Rapids University Prep Academy (6th-12th grade): Small class sizes (18:1),  
rigorous college prep curriculum, and a brand-new state-of-the-art building. 

Choose a Brighter  
Future for Your Child!

LEARN MORE www.GRpS.org

nEW ViSion. nEW CHoiCES. 
tHE nEW GRpS. WE ARE

Besides the warm West Michigan 
welcome, I would like to encour-
age you to enjoy a great meal at 
any of the many locally owned 
restaurants. Many of these local 
establishments are committed 
to sourcing local produce, meat 
and other fine ingredients from 
Michigan farms in addition to us-
ing local packaging with the area's 
economy in mind. You need not 
walk, ride or travel very far from 
your hotel to experience unique 
and varied tastes here in Grand 
Rapids — or what I like to call, 
Flavor Rapids.

Look for the “Local First” logo 
and be assured you are support-
ing a local business that, in turn, 
is supporting other local busi-
nesses in our community. This is 
just another way of supporting 
West Michigan business owners 
and the Grand Rapids economy.

Whether you are seeking a fine 
dining experience or a more value 
based meal, you are sure to find 
it here, and supporting local mer-
chants just sweetens the deal.

Grand Rapids Pizza and Delivery 
is a locally based restaurant, 
located in the historic Heritage 
Hill district and part of the Local 
First community of merchants. 
Using family recipes and sourc-
ing locally is not just an idea for 
us — it is how we do business. 
We are committed to making 
pizza, pasta, sauces, salads 
and sandwiches in line with that 
philosophy. At GRPD, we offer 
thick, thin and traditional crusts 
to go with our specialty, gluten-
free, pan and stuffed pizzas. We 
also provide a variety of sauce 
options that local folks have 
embraced. We would be honored 
to share these award-winning 
pizzas with you.

Our goal is to enhance your visit 
to our community and add to your 
Grand Rapids experience.

Be it dine-in, take-out, delivery 
or catering, we look forward to 
cooking for you.

WELCOME TO GRAND RAPIDS!
VISIT
340 STATE ST. SE
GRAND RAPIDS, MI

STORE HOURS
MON-THUR 11AM-11PM
FRIDAY 11AM-12:30AM
SATURDAY 12PM-12:30AM
SUNDAY 12PM-11PM

CALL
616-742-GRPD (4773) 

ORDER ONLINE 
GRANDRAPIDSPIZZA.NET 

NIGHT DELIVERY
THURS, FRI, SAT
UNTIL 2:30AM 

GRAND RAPIDS 

To
Pr
ep
are

And
Serve

PIZZA & DELIVERY

DELIVERY UNTIL 1HR BEFORE CLOSE
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Heritage Hill Association
126 College SE
Grand Rapids, MI 49503

Non-Profit Org.
U.S. Postage

PAID
Grand Rapids, MI

Permit No. 523

Neighborhood Improvement & Public Safety 
organizing efforts of the Heritage Hill 
Association are in part funded by the City 
of Grand Rapids' Community Development 
Block Grant Programs.

DATES TO REMEMBER
All Heritage Hill Association Meetings are open to neighbors.

Wednesday, April 16, 2014 
HHA Board Meeting – 7:00 pm.

Mercy Health Saint Mary’s 
Hauenstein Center, H1 Community Room

Cherry Street, between Lafayette and Jefferson Avenues

Monday, April 21, 2014
Heritage Herald Copy/Ad Deadline

Tuesday, May 6, 2014
Grand Rapids Street Millage Election - VOTE!

Saturday and Sunday, May 17th and 18th, 2014
2014 Heritage Hill Weekend Tour of Homes

11 am to 5 pm on Saturday; Noon to 6 pm on Sunday
Mother's Day Gifts? We have ticket gift certificates.

Advance tickets $15; Day of Tour tickets $20

Annual HHA Events for 2014

Heritage Hill Yard Sales Day - June 7th, 2014

Cell  616.498.2004
bob@bestwaywindowcleaning.com

windows 
commercial • residential

insured • bonded

ROBERT  I. DANIELS

P.O. Box 68492
Grand Rapids MI 49508
Fax  616.827.8828 
Phone 616.827.8473

CurtisCleaners.com

“We deliver a spotless reputation”

For FREE Pick-Up & Delivery

Call 307-0544

630 Kenmoor SE, Suite 101
Grand Rapids, MI 49546

Whether you’re in the market for a new home or looking to sell your current 
one, call the #1 Residential Retail Real Estate Team in Grand Rapids − 
the Griffin Properites Team!

Whether you’re in the market for a new home or looking to 

sell your current one, call the #1 Residential Retail Real 

Estate Team in Grand Rapids − the Griffin Properites Team!

GRIFFINPROPERTIES.NET

REAL PEOPLE.  
HONEST COMMUNICATION. 
PROFESSIONAL NEGOTIATION.
OUTSTANDING RESULTS. 

OUTSTANDING RESULTS.
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