
2011 Weekend 
Tour of Homes

Grand Rapids, MI

Saturday, May 21     11 a.m.–5 p.m.
Sunday, May 22     12 a.m.–6 p.m.

Special thanks to our pillar sponsors
Grand River Builders and Spectrum Health

2013 Weekend Tour of Homes
Saturday, May 18  11 am – 5 pm
Sunday, May 19   12 pm – 6 pm

Thanks to our pillar sponsors

616-454-9337
1034 Wealthy SE

Visit www.grandriverbuilders.com to see over 100 photos of our work

Carpentry. 
But that’s not all.

Grand River Builders has been  making 

 historic properties work again and look 

beautiful with their expertise in  not only 

carpentry, but architectural sheetmetal, 

historic roofi ng, masonry, and  contracting.

20 years of Historic Building Restoration

The Local Trusted Mortgage Lender

Proud Sponsor of the  
2013 Heritage Hill Garden Tour

Helping build strong vibrant 
communities one home at a time.

Kevin Polakovich
616.485.5288

kevinp@treadstonemortgage.com 

25 Commerce, Suite 100  
www.treadstonemortgage.com



TOUR  SUPPORTERS:

TOUR  SPONSORS:

Please Thank and Support Your 
2013 Heritage Hill Weekend Tour of Homes Sponsors

616-454-9337
1034 Wealthy SE, Grand Rapids, MI 49506

Visit www.grandriverbuilders.com 
to see over 100 photos of our work

Carpentry

Metal 
roofs

Historic 
gutters

Slate and 
tile roofs

Masonry

Restoring 
the Homes of 
 Heritage Hill 
Since 1987

Enjoy the tour!

Afendoulis Cleaners and Tuxedos
1138 Michigan (at Fuller)

459-9169 / www.afendoulistuxedos.com

Bryker Properties
6601 36 Ave., Hudsonville, 49426

616.550-1168 / brykprop1725@sbcglobal.net

John Buckley and Jaime Misner, Realtors
301 Crescent St. NE

451-9696 / Buckley@grar.com
jaime@grar.com, 299-8580

Coldwell Banker AJS-Schmidt
Peter Albertini

Director / Associate Broker
616-291-3758 / petera@grar.com

Cottage Bar
18 LaGrave Ave. SE

454-9088 / www.cottagebar.biz

Decker and Sons
430 Fuller Ave. NE

456-5121 / www.deckersons.com

Edward Jones/Scott McPheeters
924 Cherry St. SE, Suite B

451-8645

Elders’ Helpers 
1407 Robinson Rd. SE

454-8305 / www.eldershelpers.com

First American Title Company
4175 Parkway Place Ste. 108

Susan Pastoor: 291-0274
spastoor@firstam.com

Founder’s Bank & Trust
161 Monroe NW

956-9030 / www.foundersbt.com

Godwin Heating and Plumbing
3703 S. Division

243-3131 / www.godwinplumbing.com

Grand Rapids Public Schools
819-2150 / www.grpublicschools.org

Grand Valley State University
One Campus Drive, Allendale

(616) 331-2025 / www.gvsu.edu

The Green Well / Grove
924 Cherry St. SE / 919 Cherry St. SE

808-3566, 454-1000 / www.thegreenwell.com,
www.groverestaurant.com

Griffin Properties
1163 Fulton St. E

915-6060 / www.griffinproperites.net

Heritage Hill Dental
255 Washington SE, Suite 4

451-2336 / www.heritagedentalgr.com

Martha’s Vineyard
200 Union NE

459-0911 / www.marthasvineyardgr.com

Midtown Craftsmen, LLC
1600 Marshall Ave. SE, Suite A West

245-5970 / www.mtcrestoration.com

Nantucket Baking Company
208 Union NE

726-6609 / www.nantucketbakingco.com

Overhead Door Company of Grand Rapids
5761 N. Hawkeye Ct. SW

261-0300 / www.overheaddoorgr.com

 Stonecastle Dentistry
455 Cherry St. SE

458-8593 / www.stonecastledentistry.com

Storr Printing
938 Cherry SE

459-0068 / www.storrprinting.com

Esther Tanis VanAllsburg
Design/ Illustration

616-458-7638 / mvallsburg@aol.com

Tidy Home Helpers
1407 Robinson Rd. SE

(616) 233-4832 / www.tidyhomehelpers.com

Treadstone Funding – 
Residential Mortgage Lender
25 Commerce SW, Suite 100

(616) 485-5288
www.treadstonemortgage.com

Two Beards / Cherry Deli
38 Commerce Ave. SW / 834 Cherry St. SE

616.719-3802, 616.459-6182
www.twobeardsdeli.com / www.cherrydeli.com

Wealthy Street Bakery
610 Wealthy SE

301-2950 / www.wealthystreetbakery.com

Winter-Troutwine Associates, Inc.
937 Fairmount SE

(616) 822-9491 / www.winter-troutwine.com

Art of the Table
606 Wealthy SE

301-1885
www.artofthetable.com

Elders’ Helpers
Live on Your Own with a

Helper in Your Home
454-8305

www.eldershelpers.com

Family Fare and
D&W Supermarkets

P.O. Box 8700
Grand Rapids, MI 49518

www.spartanstores.com

Lake Michigan Credit Union
P.O. Box 2848

Grand Rapids, MI 49501
www.lmcu.org

Martha’s Vineyard
200 Union NE

459-0911 / www.mvwines.com

Saint Mary’s Hospital
200 Jefferson SE

685-5000 / www.smmmc.org

Wealthy Street Bakery
610 Wealthy SE

301-2950
wealthystreetbakery.com
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ACKNOWLEDGMENTS AND SPECIAL THANKS
We wish to thank the Heritage Hill Hosts who graciously open their doors 

and to the 350 volunteer Tour guides who orchestrate our Tour. 
Home Tour hosts and room guides volunteer their homes and their ti me. 

No profi t of Tour is distributed to them.

 VOLUNTEER GUIDE OPPORTUNITIES
Volunteer guide positi ons are open if you wish to volunteer for the 2014 Tour.

Shift s are 4 hours and you receive a FREE Tour ti cket. 
If interested, please contact the Heritage Hill Associati on 
at 459-8950 or e-mail at heritage@heritagehillweb.org.  

If calling aft er 5 p.m., please leave a message on voicemail.

2013 TOUR PILLAR 
SPONSORS:

2013 TOUR FRIENDS

Please Thank and Support Your 
2013 Heritage Hill Weekend Tour of Homes Sponsors

1034 Wealthy SE
454-9337 / www.grandriverbuilders.com

616-454-9337
1034 Wealthy SE

Visit www.grandriverbuilders.com to see over 100 photos of our work

Carpentry. 
But that’s not all.

Grand River Builders has been  making 

 historic properties work again and look 

beautiful with their expertise in  not only 

carpentry, but architectural sheetmetal, 

historic roofi ng, masonry, and  contracting.

20 years of Historic Building Restoration

100 Michigan NE
391-1467 / www.spectrum-health.org

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  
 

   

 
 43rd Annual Weekend Tour of Homes 
 May 19 and 20, 2012 
 

 Get into the spring of things ... 
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Big O’ Café
80 Ott awa NW

451-1887 / www.bigocafe.com

Bylsma Painti ng – Since 1972
2485 Breton SE

308-8849 / rick_bylsma@yahoo.com

Community Auto - Since 1975
846 Fulton Street East

774-7048 / www.communityautomoti ve.com

Designs by Roberta
1345 Monroe Ave., Suite 308

616.291-4462 / www.robertalathrop.com

Grapids Heati ng and Cooling, Inc.
429 Covell Ave. NW

453-1137 / www.grheat.com

Ruth Kelly
Committ ee to Elect Ruth Kelly

616-238-9370 / rkelly@grcity.us. 

Past Perfect
303 Briarwood SE

(616) 581-4416 / www.pastperfecti nc.com

Rylee’s Ace Hardware
1234 Michigan NE

451-0724 / www.ryleesace.com

The Shade Shop
422 Leonard St NW

459-4693 / shadeshop@sbcglobal.net

Ter Beek and Scott  Electric
3380 Fairlane Ave., Grandville

616.532-7216
 www.trebeekandscott .com

Visser Plumbing, Inc.
1991 Pine Ridge Dr., Jenison

616.797-9944
visserplumbinginc@gmail.com
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Giving you 
greater  
possibilities. ®

409 LAFAYETTE SE
Child Discovery Center
Lafayett e School, once called the most beauti ful in Michigan, 
was constructed out of brick, ti le, white oak, hard maple and 
terrazzo (Italian marble chips and cubes) in 1922. It is in what 
can be called the Academic Deco style.

The school was rededicated as Vandenberg School in 1951 
to commemorate U.S. Senator Arthur H. Vandenberg.  
Vandenberg was an infl uenti al Republican Senator from Grand 
Rapids who parti cipated in the creati on of the United Nati ons. 
A statue of Vandenberg stands in downtown Grand Rapids on 
Monroe Street north of Rosa Parks Circle.

The Grand Rapids Child Discovery Center purchased and 
relocated to the school in 2011. It is a public school academy, 
chartered under Grand Rapids Public School District, serving 
students in grades Kindergarten through Fift h. The mission 
of the GRCDC is to conti nuously expand the potenti al of 
children, the experiences of educators and the involvement 
of parents within a diverse community of Grand Rapids, 
Michigan. The vision is to base all decisions on the principles 
of Reggio-Emilia incorporati ng current research on learning as 
well as developmentally appropriate practi ce.

Heritage Hill is proud to have this educati onal opportunity in 
our neighborhood.

foundersbt.com 
616-956-9030   

 



28 5

Open Houses:

� 510 Madison SE

� 416 Morris SE 

� 223 Morris SE

� 200 College NE 

� 316 Union SE

� 553 Paris SE

� 462 Crescent NE

� 1537 Crescent NE

� 450 Madison SE - 
    Meyer May House  

� 409 Lafayett e SE - 
    Child Discovery Center

Food: (F)
Booths:

• 168 College NE –
NCBC food booth – full menu 

• 416 Morris SE - 4H Club -
baked goods/refreshments

• 510 Madison SE -
 Grace for the Nati ons Church

Restaurants:
• Nantucket Bakery (Union at Lyon)

• Wealthy Street Bakery
(Wealthy at Union)

• GR Pizza and Delivery (GRPD)   
(State at Prospect)

• Bejing Kitchen (State at Prospect)

Parking Lots: (P)
GRCC DeVos Campus - 435 E. Fulton

Prospect and Fountain entrances
Shutt le buses start and fi nish at this locati on

Child Discovery Center
409 Lafayett e SE

Limited street parking at each of the 
open houses

Restrooms: (R)
GRCC DeVos Campus

435 E. Fulton
**closes at 4:00 pm Sunday**

Meyer May House
450 Madison SE

Child Discovery Center
409 Lafayett e SE

462 Crescent NE

450 Madison SE

GRCC DeVos Campus

R
an

so
m

Houses on Tour
Bus Stops at or near
open houses

Food Booths/
Restaurants

Restrooms

Tickets Day of Tour
435 East Fulton -
GRCC DeVos Campus

Parking Lots
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409 Lafayette SE

316 Union SE

223 Morris SE

537 Crescent NE

553 Paris SE

P/R

200 College NE

510 Madison SE

416 Morris SE

BUILD A
    BETTER
          BLOCK

Esther Tanis Van Allsburg

201 Heritage Commons St SE

Grand Rapids, Michigan 49503

Telephone: 616-458-7638

E mail: mvallsburg@aol.com

� DESIGN / ILLUSTRATION

GRIFFINPROPERTIES.NET 630 Kenmoor SE, Suite 101, Grand Rapids, MI 49546

REAL PEOPLE. 
HONEST COMMUNICATION. 
PROFESSIONAL NEGOTIATION. 
OUTSTANDING RESULTS.

Griffin HH home pg BW ad-PR.pdf   1   3/27/13   3:49 PM
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5 IN TOP 5: Five GRPS schools are in Michigan’s top 5% for academic 
performance. City High-Middle School (7-12th grade) is THE top 
performing school in West Michigan and the ONLY school to offer the 
coveted International Baccalaureate program. Others include Coit 
Creative Arts Academy (K-5th grade), 6th grade schools Blandford 
School, Zoo School, and the Center for Economicology @ City. 

LEADING MONTESSORI THEME SCHOOLS: Grand Rapids 
Montessori serves students from preschool to 12th grade. North Park 
Montessori is expanding to serve grades PK-8 starting in the 2013-14 
school year. 

CENTERS OF INNOVATION: GRPS is home to five ‘Centers of Innovation’ 
with college prep themes and strong public-private partnerships with local job 
providers, universities, foundations and more.

- COMING FALL 2013 - Innovation 
Central (9th-12th grade): All the 
innovation, talent, resources, and 
partnerships of four Centers of Innovation 
combined on one campus near the 
heart of downtown and the Medical 
Mile. The Academy for Design and 
Construction; GRAPCEP/Engineering 
and Biomedical School; School 
of Business, Leadership, and 
Entrepreneurship; and the 
School of Health Sciences 
will co-locate for maximum 
educational outcomes.

- Grand Rapids University 
Prep Academy (6th-12th 
grade): Small class sizes 
(18:1), rigorous college prep 
curriculum, and a brand-new 
state-of-the-art building. 

Choose  
a Brighter  
Future for 
Your Child!

LEARN MORE  
www.GRPS.org

NEW VISION. NEW CHOICES. 
THE NEW GRPS. WE ARE

450 MADISON SE
Hosts: Steelcase Corporati on
Built in 1908, this Frank Lloyd Wright-designed and-
built home was purchased in the mid-1980s by Steelcase 
Corporati on who turned it into a near-museum piece of Mr. 
Wright’s architectural prowess. Built for clothing store owner 
Meyer May, this house conti nues to fascinate visitors since 
it was fi rst on the Weekend Tour of Homes as a “work in 
progress” in 1986.

This is a meti culous restorati on, complete with original 
furnishings and faithfully executed reproducti ons. The Meyer 
May house provides the rare opportunity to experience a 
Prairie house exactly as Frank Lloyd Wright intended.  

Wright carefully sited the house to allow maximum southern 
exposure for the living room windows and skylights and to 
create a spacious yard for the perennial gardens. Each terrace 
and each secti on of art glass was artf ully designed and placed 
to enhance the interior and to draw nature into the house. 
Doors open out to the terraces and gardens with garden walls 
and planters all incorporated into the design to intermingle 
the interior and exterior.

Inside, wood grills hide the radiators, iridescent strips of 
gold art glass were placed in the horizontal grout lines of 
both brick fi replaces, and a pastel mural of hollyhocks wraps 
around a dividing wall between the living room and dining 
room. The mural, painted over during years of alterati ons, 
was rediscovered during the restorati on and restored. 
The Meyer May House was placed on the Michigan State 
Register of Historic Sites in 1986 and is a contributi ng building 
to the Heritage Hill Historic District.

Local Guys Since 1948

616.456.5121
www.deckersons.com



26 7

The 44th Heritage Hill Weekend 
Tour of Homes
The annual Heritage Hill Weekend Tour of Homes 
welcomes you to our historic Heritage Hill neighborhood, 
one of the country’s largest urban historic districts 
recognized by the Nati onal Register of Historic Places. 
More than 1,300 homes stand within the boundaries of 
Heritage Hill and date from 1843. It is Michigan's largest 
and fi nest collecti on of 19th and 20th architecture with 
nearly every style of American architecture, from Greek 
Revival to Prairie, represented in the district. At the 
turn of the century, this was the city’s most presti gious 
residenti al area. Today the neighborhood is an array 
of lifestyles and passions. Professionals, craft speople, 
students, arti sts ... homeowners and renters ... share this 
great place we call home.

And we can validate that it is great .... Heritage Hill 
was honored in 2012 with the American Planning 
Associati on's designati on as a Great Place in America. 
This Old House magazine rated Heritage Hill as one of the 
best historic neighborhoods in the United States in 2011. 

A brief history ...
The Heritage Hill Associati on formed in 1968 to stop 
several urban renewal projects that planned to demolish 
over 75% of Heritage Hill’s structures. It was an amazing 
and diligent organizing eff ort by residents to have the 
neighborhood placed on the Nati onal Register of Historic 
Places. Neighbors needed to invoke nati onal preservati on 
legislati on to eff ecti vely stop the bulldozers. Today, the 
Heritage Hill Associati on and residents give testament 
to those early leaders and conti nue to work to keep the 
Hill a vital place to live and work. The neighborhood is an 
inspiring example of a community-in-acti on.

Tour ...
For 44 years Heritage Hill has invited visitors to view 
an array of architecture, decorati ng styles and urban 
gardens. Walkability, cultural diversity and close 
proximity to Grand Rapids' colleges and medical faciliti es, 
the downtown entertainment and cultural center, and 
also the hip, new, and energizing Uptown business 
districts ... Heritage Hill is in it from all sides! 

This year, eight private historic homes are open as well 
as 2 public buildings. Each has a unique story to share. 
The house profi les that follow off er insight into the lives 
of the people who built these great houses ... and those 
who now call them home. During Tour, guides stati oned 
at each house will share informati on and highlight 
special features.

Tour is the largest fundraiser of the Heritage Hill 
Associati on. Over 300 volunteers contribute to make 
the weekend a success. All proceeds go right back into 
programs for the Heritage Hill neighborhood. These 
include block club organizing, crime preventi on, land 
use planning, engaging community resources, and 
preservati on of the district’s historic character.  Enjoy... 

Tidy Home Helpers o� ers very a� ordable and 
professional home and small o�  ce cleaning 
services to those in the greater Grand Rapids 
area.  We use environmentally friendly Green Seal 
certi� ed products so you, your loved ones, and 
your environment are safe in our hands.

“At Tidy Home Helpers we’ll keep
your home looking great.”

Call 616-233-4832 to schedule
a free assessment

Or Visit Us Online:
www.tidyhomehelpers.com

 

CREATING OPPORTUNITIES. Neighborhoods, 
families, and organizations throughout the area benefit 
from the education and employment opportunities 
made possible by West Michigan’s largest public 
university. Visit our website for more information  
about Grand Valley’s world-class learning, living,  
and research centers in Grand Rapids  
and Allendale. gvsu.edu | 616.331.2025

community.

Shaping a 



2013 HERITAGE HILL HOME TOUR HOSTS:

Karen Dahl and Richard Machado
Bob and Karen Henning

Mary Kenyon and Don Smalligan
Kim and Marie Koster
Thea and Bob Leunk

Shawn MacCartey
Jeanne and Rick Stoddard

Connie and Ken Taber
Steelcase Corporati on, Meyer May House

Child Discovery Center, Erin Melcher, Principal
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The Heritage Hill 
Associati on
applauds the many 
dedicated volunteers, 
committ ee members, 
hosts, house captains, 
and the Heritage Hill 
Associati on Staff  col-
laborate to make Tour 
Weekend possible. A 
core group has spent 

much of the year planning and orchestrati ng Tour. 
We sincerely thank each of you for your dedicati on 
to Tour!

 

 
 

Home Tour Steering Committ ee:
Deb Bryker
Kate Diedrich
Jan Earl
Dave Eppelheimer
Judy Jorgenson
Sue Karsen
Sue Matt hysse
Don Rietema
Maria Zache

Historian:
Tom Logan

Ticket Booth Coordinator:
Craig Nobbelin

Bus Coordinator:
Don Rietema

Tour Arti st:
Esther Tanis VanAllsburg

Friends and Sponsor Recruit:
Peter Alberti ni
Deb Bryker
Todd Hoort

Computer Programmer:
Pam Lucas

WEB Maestros/
Social Networks:
Don Bryant
Tansy Harris
Jeff  Thomas

House Captains:
Tracy Clark
Suzanne DeHaan
Dave Eppelheimer
Lucia Gooder
Nikki Hoort
Skyelar Hoort
Vicki Hudson
Jaye Jelier
Sue Karsen
Tom Logan
Sue Matt hysse
Jaime Misner
Michelle Mott 
Jim Payne
Alan Stockton
Pat Talen
David Weick

HHA Staff :
Wilhelmina Daniels
Jan Earl 
Barb Lester 
Maria Zache

537 CRESCENT N.E.
Hosts: Jeanne and Rick Stoddard

As the Titanic was sinking, this house was rising! A Dutch 
immigrant, Chris Hondelink, built this home in 1912 when he 
and his family moved here from Muskegon to further his law 
career.  Somewhere in Muskegon this house has an identi cal 
twin, because his wife so loved the home that they had left  
behind, she asked that their new home be an exact copy.  The 
home stayed in the family for over 50 years.  New owners in 
the 1950’s turned it into a two-unit rental property and so it 
remained unti l 8 years ago when it was lovingly restored to a 
single family home.   The Stoddards, the most recent stewards 
of this home, appreciate its beauty and charm and love it as 
much as Mrs. Hondelink must have years ago.

This home exemplifi es the adage “good things come in small 
packages”. The big, rambling Victorian Style was giving way 
to the new century, and the American Foursquare Style 
home, like this one, was growing in popularity.  Patt erns for it 
could be found in magazines of the day.  The 2 ½ stories with 
this basic box shape, the central roof dormer, overhanging 
eaves and full-width front porch were typical characteristi cs 
of a Foursquare.  Inside this simple exterior however, there 
lies a simply wonderful interior.  A handsome oak stairway 
with an Art Deco stained-glass window on the landing, a 
cozy fi replace, a dining room with a built-in hutch and oak 
everywhere you look, can be found on the main fl oor.  Many 
anti que “found objects” (including a few that had been left  on 
the curb) were refurbished by the owners’ fathers and have 
a new life in this home.  A working, old -fashioned telephone 
in the kitchen, a 1908 Morris Chair recliner in the living room 
and an 1850 chess set in the offi  ce are just a sampling of the 
unique items waiti ng inside.  Family heirlooms on display  
throughout give the rooms a personal touch.  There is a 
fun teenager’s hide-away in the atti  c. This small package is 
defi nitely full of delightf ul surprises!
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On the State Street Corridor - 
See the Tour Ticket map for locati on
May 18 and 19, 2013

reState - Build a Bett er Block is a citi zen-driven city improve-
ment project, focused on reimagining State street between 
Madison and Jeff erson SE. Using building improvements, 
temporary traffi  c changes, bike and pedestrian infrastructure, 
pop-up businesses and more, reState intends to show what 
a disused block can be with just simple improvements and 
community input.

The community is bringing in bands, food carts, an arti st 
market, a beer garden, a pop-up playground, an outdoor yoga 
class, a pop-up dog park, etc. to show what this block could 
look like if it had a vibrant business district. We’re hoping that 
this will help get people interested in investi ng in what could 
be an awesome part of the city. 

Come play on May 18 and 19th and let your imaginati on fl y.

 

 
 

 

www.edwardjones.com

If you’re not at your last
job, why is your 401(k)?

Scott P McPheeters, AAMS®
Financial Advisor
.

924 Cherry St S.E. Suite B
Grand Rapids, MI 49506
616-451-8645

Member SIPCwww.edwardjones.com

If you’re not at your last
job, why is your 401(k)?

Scott P McPheeters, AAMS®
Financial Advisor
.

924 Cherry St S.E. Suite B
Grand Rapids, MI 49506
616-451-8645

Member SIPC

 
 

 

 

“At Heritage Hill Dental we are dedicated to 
performing high quality dentistry in a

comfortable environment. Utilizing the latest 
technology with attention to detail provides

the highest standard of patient care which
is the focal point of our practice.” 

Bryker Properties
Thanks for making our house, your home!

Over 27 years in Heritage Hill

546/548 Fountain NE
17 & 25 Lafayette SE

Contact Deb at 550-1168

Mailing P.O. Box 393
Hudsonville  49426

brykprop1725@sbcglobal.net
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www.mvwines.com  |  200 Union NE  |  616.459.0911

Located in
Historical Heritage Hill

2011 OUTSTANDING HISTORIC PRESERVATION AWARD
for Commercial Projects by the Grand Rapids
Historic Preservation Commission.

Open every day - 8:00 a.m. to Midnight
Complimentary Wine Tasting every Saturday 10 a.m. - 6 p.m.

Wine, Micro Brews,
Gourmet Groceries and Personality.
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www.mvwines.com  |  200 Union NE  |  616.459.0911

Located in
Historical Heritage Hill

2011 OUTSTANDING HISTORIC PRESERVATION AWARD
for Commercial Projects by the Grand Rapids
Historic Preservation Commission.

Open every day - 8:00 a.m. to Midnight
Complimentary Wine Tasting every Saturday 10 a.m. - 6 p.m.

Wine, Micro Brews,
Gourmet Groceries and Personality.
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Midtown Craftsmen
West Michigan’s Historic Home Experts.

6 16 . 2 4 5 . 5 9 7 0   |   w w w. m t c r e s t o r a t i o n . c o m    |   m i d t o w n c r a f t s m e n @ t d s . n e t

The team at Midtown Craftsmen takes pride in  
delivering solid craftsmanship while incorporating  
the latest innovations to bring enjoyment, function, 
and value to our customers homes and businesses. 

So do we.

Love architectural detail.

462 CRESCENT N.E.
Hosts: Karen and Bob Henning
Though this house may have been built at an earlier date, the 
fi rst record of anyone living here is in 1885.  Hugo and Louise 
Thum moved in at that ti me and lived there for 20 years.  
Hugo ran the William’s Store, a chemist shop, but he is bett er 
known as the inventor (with his brother, Ott o) of Tanglefoot 
Flypaper which was produced on the west Side of Grand 
Rapids and was sold around the world.  In the early 60’s the 
house was divided into two rental units. The current owners 
have been in the home for 5 years, occupying the main fl oor 
and renti ng out the upstairs. Their part of the home will be 
open for the tour.  

This house is classifi ed as a Victorian Sti ck Style, taking its 
name from the horizontal and verti cal trim boards that 
outline architectural features.  It has a steeply-pitched front 
gable with a decorati ve truss at the peak and cross gables 
extending out on both sides of the house.  A unique feature 
is the large diagonal bay window on the south front that 
balances the porch on the north. As is the case with many 
in Heritage Hill, this home suff ered years of neglect. Jim and 
Sue Karsen, two troopers in the struggle to save Heritage Hill, 
bought this home in 1982 and set out to make it a gem. Karen 
and Bob conti nue that mission.

In order to divide the house, walls, doors, rooms and fi xtures 
were moved and repurposed, so that the fl oor plan now is 
very diff erent from the original.  The entry hall was split in 
half to make room for a stairway to the upstairs apartment, 
the kitchen had been the dining room and the original 
kitchen is a bedroom.  The new confi gurati on works well.  
The interior woodwork is mahogany and the beauty of the 
wood is especially noti ceable in the ornate mirrored mantle 
in the living room and in the pocket doors. The large front 
bay window gives a unique shape to the living room and the 
stained-glass window in the dining room gives a pleasant 
ambiance to that space.

Of course, a house is not a home without the special touches. 
The Hennings have several heirloom pieces from family and 
friends, original works of art and hand blown glass teardrops 
on the dining room chandelier. The kitchen’s glass knobs were 
made by Karen’s son.  This house stands tall aft er weathering 
many a storm.   



510 MADISON SE
Host: Shawn MacCartey

This home embodies the best of two worlds - all the stately 
grace and elegance of an early 20th Century house with 
all the modern ameniti es that today’s lifestyle in the 21st 
Century demands.

The scale of this house with its large rooms, high ceilings and 
open fl oor plan is very diff erent from the inti mate Victorian 
homes on tour this year.  Its grandeur suited the place in 
society held by the original owner, George Warren, president 
of The Central Michigan Paper Company.  In fact, the next two 
owners were also company presidents!  Unfortunately, the 
home was  eventually made into apartments, which involved 
major structural changes to the interior, moving walls and 
doors, the removal of the original light fi xtures and a general 
lack of maintenance.

To the rescue came the current owner who has spent the 
last three years working ti relessly to restore the essenti al 
architectural elements to the home, while at the same ti me, 
creati ng a thoroughly modern living environment.  It is wired 
for technology and for sound, it has a very new energy-
effi  cient heati ng system called Spacepak, in which both the 
water lines and the heat for the home are combined, the 
kitchen has a heated slate ti le fl oor, granite countertops and a 
bar area with a wide screen TV for entertaining, the bedroom 
closets have been enlarged and the master bathroom is 
something to behold!  The atti  c has been beauti fully fi nished.  
The views from its arched, recessed windows look out upon 
two Victorian “painted ladies” to the West and Frank Lloyd 
Wright ‘s Meyer-May home to the North.

The Prairie School that Wright created grew to encompass 
a rather broad range of architectural variati ons, especially 
in the Midwest, and this home is a sample of that kind 
of adaptati on.  The emphasis on the horizontal – broad 
overhanging eaves, a low-pitched roof and ribbons of 
windows were the common elements, but oft en  elements 
from other styles were included, as is the case with this 
house.  Here the half-round dormers, trellised front porch and 
clay ti le roof are more refl ecti ve of the Arts and Craft s Style.  
Professional designs for beauti ful gardens have been drawn 
up, and that work will begin soon, giving this newly restored 
home a perfect setti  ng.
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553 PARIS SE
Hosts: Marie and Kim Koster
The entry hall to this home is absolutely stunning, with its 
hand-carved switchback staircase adorned with a lighted 
statue of Mercury, who is looking over a long, built-in bench 
that welcomes guests to this extraordinary home.  And that’s 
just the introducti on to a house fi lled with visual delights.  
The woodwork is excepti onal throughout the house.  It is a 
challenge to discover all of the many carved patt erns, from a 
ship captain’s wheel to a twisted rope to repeati ng diamonds 
that can be found in this house.  Much of the woodwork 
needed to be refi nished- quite a daunti ng project, but only one 
of many that the previous owners, Ben and Sue Emdin, tackled 
in their att empt to restore this home to its former glory.

This Victorian “cott age” was built around 1891 for Frederick 
and Mary Aldworth.  It has a massive front-facing roof, a gabled 
dormer and a bay window, a formidable turret  and a full front 
porch- an architectural mix of the Queen Anne and the Shingle 
Styles. As a rental for many years, this structure suff ered from 
abuse and neglect and the Emdins had much work to do.  
Amazingly, all of the original light fi xtures and hardware are sti ll 
in the home.  Through much of the house, you feel as if you are 
stepping back in ti me, but the kitchen/ eati ng area is a modern 
cook’s dream.  It is spacious and open with a huge island, an 
original china cupboard with glass doors, lots of additi onal 
storage in the kitchen itself and a dining space that appears 
to have once been a library, with wooden beams and a lovely 
original light fi xture.
  
Marie’s mother is a versati le arti st, and placed among the 
many anti ques in the home (including a 350 year old table and 
chairs) are some of her painti ngs, sculptures and hand-made 
furniture. In the short ti me, just a year now, since the current 
owners purchased the home which they had admired for years 
from their apartment across the street, they have made it 
uniquely their own.    
  
A pleasant city-sized garden is a sweet retreat just outside the 
back door.        
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416 MORRIS SE
Hosts: Karen Dahl and Richard Machado

Grab your passport, because touring this home is like taking 
a trip around the world! Throughout the home, you will fi nd 
treasures that Richard has brought back from all over the 
world - rugs, tapestries, pott ery, masks and more.

The front porch of this home with its rounded roof and classic 
columns (reminiscent of the Colonial Revival Style) has built-in 
benches that welcome you to come and visit for a while. Built 
around 1923 for Clara Herpolsheimer, wife of William, who 
founded the landmark department store in downtown Grand 
Rapids, the house is an American Foursquare, with a Prairie 
Style low-pitched roof made of green terra cott a ti le that 
compliments the earth-red color of the brick.

When Karen and Richard moved here from California over 
7  years ago, they fell in love with this house, but knew that 
they needed to update the interior to make it fi t the modern 
lifestyle of two busy professionals.  In their renovati ons, they 
have struck a perfect balance - maintaining the beauty and 
integrity of the home while making it more comfortable, 
more effi  cient and easier to maintain.  A state- of-the-art 
wall-mounted heati ng and air conditi oning system has been 
installed, that will lower energy use and make the home more 
comfortable year-round.  While keeping the original butler’s 
pantry with its built-in cupboards and bun-warmer cabinet, 
the rest of the kitchen has been modernized, with a cork 
fl oor, a Deco-metal back-splash and concrete countertops. 
The space was enlarged by combining two rooms. Again, 
two rooms were combined to create a stunning master bath 
upstairs, with a heated marble basket-weave ti le fl oor, and 
plenty of storage in the custom cabinets.  There is a well-
equipped work-out room in the fi nished basement.

The tasteful blend of the classic- Sti ckley furniture in front 
of an elegant fi re place, beauti ful oak woodwork and fl oors, 
leaded-glass windows, and the modern- practi cal updates 
that make the house  easy to maintain, creates the ideal 
home for this new and changing world.

20 13

�������
�������
���������������������
���������������������

�

Home Healthcare
Services

Bathing/personal care
Medication reminders

Assistance with mobility
Range of motion

Homemaking Services
Light housekeeping

Meal preparation
Laundry and bed

linen changes
Errands/personal appointments

Elders’ Helpers Strengths
On-call service 24 hours - 7 days • Affordable cost with reliable
service • Registered Nurse Supervision (Rx set-ups, blood
pressure checks, blood sugar levels) • Bonded and insured

616-454-8305

Locally owned and
operated since 1999

Serving the
Elderly and
those with

special needs

Elders’ Helpers is proud to announce its new In-Home SafetyNet 
Program products and services. Our products along with our services 
are proven to provide the safety and security needed to stay in your 
home, or on your errands, or on your long distance travels for an 
a� ordable monthly cost.

PERSONAL EMERGENCY RESPONSE SYSTEM/
CARELINK - $29.95  per month

Activate the medical alarm by simply pressing the button on a 
lightweight, waterproof pendant worn around the neck or on a 
wristband. In less than a minute, the system’s live operators are 
speaking with the home. Communication is carried through the base 
unit of this senior monitoring system. Help is dispatched and at your 
door quickly.

WIRELESS MEDICAL ALERT/PANIC BUTTON - 
NATIONWIDE RANGE - $39.95 per month

No phone line? Using a cell phone? No problem!
 

AUTOMATED PILL DISPENSER AND MEDICATION
REMINDER - $35.00 per month

Our technician and our Registered Nurse come to your home at no 
charge to you and activate the MedReady box. They sit down with you, 
review how the dispenser works, and stay while you participate in 
hands-on trial testings. After that, it’s easy - the box does all the work!

SPECIAL OFFER!
Carelink System + MedReady Box

 - $55.00 per month 

Introductory O� er!
FREE Installation ($40+ Value) 

on any product o� ered by
Elders’ Helpers In-Home SafetyNet Program

Locally owned and operated since 1999

616-454-8305

1407 Robinson Road SE

www.eldershelpers.com
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316 UNION SE
Hosts: Thea and Bob Leunk

Built in 1884, this is the oldest house on tour this year.  My, 
has she aged gracefully!  The original owner, John Wadell, was 
the founder and president of a woodworking company.  The 
quality of his workmanship shows in the extensive decorati ve 
carving on the exterior trim and in the intricately carved 
interior oak woodwork. Several of the moti fs found on the 
exterior are repeated inside.  An impressive staircase, with 
a newel post graced with a delicate statue, massive pocket 
doors with carved sunbursts, a magnifi cent mantle seems to 
fi ll the living room and hardwood fl oors are found in all of 
the formal living spaces on the fi rst fl oor.  As the sun gleams 
through the very large windows, all of this beauti ful oak 
woodwork takes on a soft , warm glow.

Architecturally, this house would be described as a Queen 
Anne.  It has double gables on a steeply-pitched roof and 
carved scroll and sunburst designs on the exterior trim.  This 
home began its life as a single family, but in the 1980’s it was 
divided into two units.  Less than twenty years later, it was 
returned to a one-family and restorati on began.  The current 
owners have lived in the home for 7 years, and are conti nuing 
the restorati ve process.  

The Leunks have fi lled their home with many family treasures- 
a father’s pipes on a grandfather’s smoking table, a great-
grandmother’s quilt and a mother’s dolls, a family Bible from 
the turn of the last century and some Delft  ti les and dishes 
in the kitchen.  Every room contains anti ques that have been 
passed down through generati ons on both sides of the family- 
a sewing cabinet, a Hoosier cupboard,  a sett ee and chairs, a 
bedroom set and more.  

Upstairs, where the woodwork and fl ooring are a bit more 
plain, there are three bedrooms, one of which is a “Dutch 
Girl” room with many Holland-related items, including a 
Dutch Barbie.  The kitchen is another unique room, with 
a marble counter recycled from a convent, a ti n ceiling  
salvaged from a store and a long, skinny cupboard was for a 
fold-out ironing board.  

There is much to see in this wonderful home and it has many 
stories to tell.

We too have stood the test of time!
1138 Michigan at Fuller since 1945

Grand Rapids oldest & most trusted 

We too have stood the test of time!
1138 Michigan at Fuller since 1945

Grand Rapids oldest & most trusted 

Your two-go-to Deli's 

 

459-6182  cherrydeli.com 

Uptown 
834 Cherry SE 

 

Or Downtown 
38 Commerce SW  

719-3802  
twobeardsdeli.com 

The Cottage
Bar and Restaurant

18 Lagrave S.E.
454-9088

Stop Horsing Around!

136 Fulton S.E.
235-7669

It’s time to eat!
And where else would you

go besides the two best
places in town?

The Cottage
Bar and Restaurant

18 Lagrave S.E.
454-9088

Stop Horsing Around!

136 Fulton S.E.
235-7669

It’s time to eat!
And where else would you

go besides the two best
places in town? Warm atmosphere, friendly people

and proud home of the famous
Cottage Burger and Cottage Fries.

A great place for all your old favorites.
(food & people)

18 LaGrave SE

454-9088
Voted

“Best Burger in Michigan”
                 by

2012
Gold
Towne
“Best
Burger”

“Best LiveMusic”(One TrickPony)



18 15

223 MORRIS SE
Hosts: Mary Kenyon and Don Smalligan

Once you fi nd yourself on the inviti ng front porch of this 
1893 home, you may never want to leave!  This is the exact 
experience that the current owners of this home had three 
years ago - it was love at fi rst sight and they decided to buy 
the house that was att ached to this porch.  All of the att enti on 
to detail on the exterior of the house, like the multi -colored 
spindles, the leaves carved into the caps of the columns and 
the angled ceiling on the porch, the decorati ve carving on the 
front of the house, the conical turret,  and the bay window is 
just a preview of the all the arti stry on the other side of the 
front door.

When you walk through that door, you are greeted by a 
welcoming entry hall with an ornately carved oak spiral 
staircase that dominates the space.  A windowed nook with 
a built-in bench provides a cozy spot for watching the world 
go by.  The living room features a large pocket door and the 
wainscoted dining room is fl ooded by colored light from 
a stained-glass window.  The sitti  ng room is cozy, with an 
angled fi replace opposite a bay window and the kitchen is a 
delightf ul mix of materials, including a cupboard made from a 
chicken coop!      

This Late Queen Anne Style home was built in 1893 by 
Lyman Welch who was the founder of the Welch Folding 
Bed Company and vice-president  of the Commercial Savings 
Bank.   It passed through many hands and in the 1950’s it was 
broken up into three rental units. There is sti ll a one-bedroom 
apartment on ½ of the second fl oor and a two-bedroom in 
the atti  c.  On tour this year is the owners’  part of the house – 
the enti re fi rst fl oor and the front part of the upstairs, where 
they have made a very private master suite with a bedroom 
and bath.  The bed was designed and made by a graduate 
of Kendall College of Art and Design and looks like layers of 
clouds or ocean waves, one of the many arti sti c touches in 
the home.  There are also many works of art, some of them 
gathered on Mary and Don’s foreign travels.

Coffee  Tea  Espresso  
Hearth Breads 

Hand-crafted Pastries  
Lunch Time Fare 

Hearth Baked Pizza 

 
610 Wealthy SE  Grand Rapids 

Monday - Saturday  
6:30 am - 9:00 pm 

(616) 301-2950 
WealthyStreetBakery.com 
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200 COLLEGE NE
Host: Connie and Ken Taber

Built in 1931 by Jesse Lutman,  this house is the “baby of the 
family” of houses on tour this year.  Its quaint Cape Cod Tudor 
Style is quite diff erent from the larger surrounding homes 
that were built  decades earlier.  Its brick facade, steep roof 
line and shed dormers are typical of this style.  The arched 
front door, surrounded by heat-retaining stones called quoins, 
is a fi tti  ng entry to the warm and cozy home within, and for 
the forty years while it was in the care of the colorful pair of 
Clarence and Mildred Meyers, this house was a welcoming 
haven for the intellectuals and arti sts of Grand Rapids.       

Like so many homes in the “Hill”, this house was split into 
two apartments and rented out for twenty years unti l it 
was restored to a single family in 2000.  Connie and Ken 
bought the house in 2006 and have lovingly conti nued the 
renovati on, including major changes to the second fl oor.  
Having to “undo” the upstairs apartment, the owners took 
the opportunity to repurpose the rooms to create a master 
suite, turning a bedroom into a huge walk-in closet, a closet 
into a reading nook in their bedroom  and adding a second 
bathroom for guests to use.    

Touring through the home, you will feel as if you have stepped 
back into the 1920’s and 30’s.  The owners have made a 
concerted eff ort to fi nd furniture and accessories that are 
true to the ti me that the house was built. Fortunately, the 
age of many of the pieces that have been passed down from 
the family  just happened to coincide with that ti me period.  
Connie is an anti ques dealer and has discovered several 
Goodwill treasures, including the camel-back sofa and chairs 
in the living room, that fi t with the theme of the house.  
Mementoes and collecti ons from the various places that the 
owners have lived and visited can be seen throughout the 
home.  

The house is surrounded by what its designer called a “peek-
a-boo” garden, in which he tried to create beauti ful and 
changing views as you look through the amazing variety of 
trees.  What a perfect setti  ng for this charming home!    

2013

Saturday July 13th

9am to 3pm

A walking tour of

gardens in the north

area of Heritage Hill

www.heritagehillweb.org




