
Heritage Hill Association Board Meeting 
September 21, 2016 Minutes 
 
In Attendance:  Jim Payne, Suzanne DeHaan, Todd Hoort, Erin Shupe, Ryan Huizenga, Kate Diedrich, 

Deanna Smith, Mary Robinson, Teresa Dittmer, Michele Giordano, Charles Roelofs and Jackie 
Taylor 

Absent:  Marie Koster and Peter Albertini 
Staff:  Jan Earl, Tansy Harris and Maria Zache 
Public:  Cassandra Kobler and Jill Meyer from the Kent County Health Department; Dale Robertson 

from the Grand Rapids Public Museum   
 
1. Call to Order: 7:03 p.m. 
2. Call for New Business – Maria Z. asked to discuss adding a new category to the Apartment List. 
3. Minutes – Minutes of the August, 2016 meeting were approved as written. 
4. Correspondence Files - Circulated amongst board members. 
5. Public Comment for Agenda Items: None 
6. Tobacco Free Living – Pilot – Pleasant Park:  Cassandra Kobler and Jill Meyer from the Kent County 

Health Department (working in conjunction with Cherry Health) presented a potential pilot project 
concerning tobacco free living at Pleasant Park as part of a larger health initiative funded by a 
Community Transformation Grant and a REACH Grant. If Heritage Hill and South Hill neighborhoods 
agree to participate, there would be clean-ups, educational signage (as well as a possible event) at 
the park and the park would become a tobacco-free zone that would be self-policed. Jan E. stated 
that she would send out as ask to the south end neighbors as well as the South Hill neighborhood 
via E-Alert. 

7. Zoo / Public Museum Millage:  Dale Robertson, Director of the Public Museum, provided an 
overview of the .44 proposed millage that would benefit both the Public Museum and the Zoo and 
would mean an annual increase of $37-$40 per homeowner. Mr. Robertson highlighted that the 
museum is the oldest in the nation, the zoo one of the oldest in the nation and that both entities 
receive very little public monies. The millage would protect all exhibits at both institutions and 
would allow the museum to undertake many deferred maintenance projects, including 
maintenance of the Voigt House, the Calkins Law Office and the Archives building (all in Heritage 
Hill). A dedicated source of funding would secure that these institutions would continue to be a 
valuable part of Kent County’s history and culture. 

 
ACTION ITEMS: 

8. HHA Support of the Zoo / Public Millage:  The board voted unanimously not to endorse the 
millage but to include an article in the Herald for information purposes as well as sending the 
information in an E-Alert closer to the election date.  

9. Increase of Home Tour Ticket Prices:  The board did not approve the recommendation of the 
Home Tour Steering Committee but instead made the motion to raise ticket prices to $20 Advance 
and $25 Day Of sales. The motion was seconded and approved unanimously. 

 
INFORMATION ITEMS: 

10. Treasurer’s Report:  Mary R. reported that as of the end of the end of August, 2016 that things look 
pretty good but that we have to be vigilant about the pledge drive to meet all goals and to make up 
for the shortcomings of no garden tour and the decreased potential of Texas Hold ‘Em this year. 
Many options were discussed for the pledge drive including the idea for members to hand deliver 
pledge letters to 20-50 of their direct neighbors, education of new members, E-asks and the 
importance of community outreach. 

11. Staff Reports: Tansy H. commented on the Special Events training she attended at the city and that 
we now qualify for DGRI funds for events that would be held on the lower section of State Street. 



Tansy also commented that she now has learned all of the required steps to take if the association 
wanted to have BYOB in our parks, say for National Night Out / Picnic. 

 Tansy also relayed that the Annual Neighborhood Associations of Michigan conference had been 
quite fruitful and that she heard many comments about Grand Rapids and the appreciation for all 
of the community organizing efforts already in place. 

   Jan E. highlighted the upcoming process for the development at 50 College SE and that a full 
neighbors meeting will be scheduled after the September 26 meeting of the sub-group.   
 

This portion of the meeting was brief following the somewhat lengthy presentations, action items and 
many issues being covered in staff reports. 
12. Committee/Liaison Reports:   

Fundraising:   
Home Tour:  Jan E. stressed the need for more houses and Tansy H. stated that she would like to 
work with Spoke Folks to offer bike racks, encouraging alternate transit options.  
Texas Hold ‘Em:   Maria Z. made a plea to sign up, sign up, sign up for the multiple events coming 
at the end of September and in October. 
Administrative:  
Finance:  The Finance Committee is scheduled to meet in early November to build the 2017 
budget and perform the annual fiscal audit. 
Institutional Liaisons:  Jan E. and Maria Z. met with President Enders of GRCC concerning the use 
of the DeVos campus for Home Tour and that the cost for maintenance and policing of this 
campus for the weekend will need to be evaluated. Members suggested possible discussion with 
GRCC trustees.  
Nominating:  Discussions in the Executive Committee are well underway and an article will run in 
the Herald seeking candidates. Mary R. suggested an E-Blast for potential candidates. 
Community Engagement:   
Night- Out Picnic:  Erin S. commented that the committee is excited about the possibility of BYOB 
for Picnic and that plans are underway for the Holiday Party / Annual Meeting. 
Land Use: 
Zoning/Preservation/Housing: 
*341 College SE – The Request for an addition was denied and then tabled. The owner will come 
back to HPC with a third design. 
*221 John St. – The Planning Commission approved the Special Land Use request to use the home 
as a residential substance abuse treatment center.  
568 Madison SE – The house has not sold; Ryan Huizenga has an offer in. 
430 Madison SE – No move has been made to purchase this 1.2 million dollar property with 
adjoining lots. 
50 College SE:  Some concern was expressed for the loss of townhouses at the street in the design 
of this development. 
* General discussion was held concerning the difficulty in reaching a consensus in the 
neighborhood of late and the misperception of the limits of the association to affect decisions 
made by HPC and the Planning and City Commissions. Suggestion was made to create a graphic 
that would serve as an educational tool representing the structure of the association. 

13. New Business – Maria Z. detailed that there had been a request at the office for a “Tenants 
Seeking” section of the apartment list. Discussion included the potential pitfalls of discrimination 
according to fair housing standards and also that this could be a good funding source for the 
association. Members agreed to offer this service at $20 per listing. 

14. Old Business – None. 
15. No Public comment. 
16. Motion to Adjourn, Made, Seconded, Passed – 9:13 pm. 
 
Submitted by Maria Zache 


