
Heritage Hill Association Board Meeting 
 

April 19, 2017 Minutes 
 
In Attendance: Peter Albertini, Lisa Baars, Wes Beck, Suzanne DeHaan, Kate Diedrich, Teresa Dittmer, 
Michele Giordano, Todd Hoort, Ryan Huizenga, Mark Hutchison, Wayne Norlin, Jim Payne, Erin Shupe  
Absent:  Mary McCarthy-Fuller, Charles Roelofs 
Staff: Jan Earl, Tansy Harris and Maria Zache Starkey  
Public: Craig Nobbelin  
 
1. Call to Order: 7:04 pm  
2. Minutes:  Minutes of the March, 2017 meeting were unanimously approved as presented.  
3. Correspondence: Files circulating amongst board members.  
4. Public Comment: None.  

Action Items: 
5. Unanimous acceptance of recommendation from the Executive Committee to cancel the May board 
meeting due to its proximity to Home Tour. 
6. 547 Cherry St. SE / Oakwood Manor:  Use variance to resume restaurant use in lower level (west 
side). The executive Committee recommended support of the request with conditions, including 
concerns about noise, trash, parking and hours of operation. The board voted unanimously to accept the 
recommendation as amended:  suggested interior hours would be from 7:00 a.m. to 11 p.m. on 
weekdays and 7 a.m. to midnight on weekends. 
 

Information Items: 
7. Treasurer’s Report:  Erin S. commented that ¼ into the year, the budget is in line for expectations, 
though sponsorship for Home Tour is low. 
8. Staff Reports:  Additions / updates to Jan E.’s written report: The new owners of the McCabe 
Marlowe house at 74 Lafayette NE will be going before the Planning Commission on May 28th for a 
special use for first-floor offices and a residential suite. GRPS Museum School will be hosting a neighbors 
meeting at Westminster Church on May 9. New to the mix at the Oakwood building:  A yoga / ballet 
studio would like to move into the east retail portion of the building with classes of under 40 people; an 
open house will be held May 4th. Discussion about the proposed studio included hours of operation and 
parking. 
Jan also reported that HHA had another meeting with the Public Museum concerning the Voigt House. 
Now that the county millage has passed, plans are moving forward but still as baby steps. New owners 
of 423 Madison are exploring the possibility of using the house as a Bed & Breakfast. 
Tansy H. highlighted numerous items in her written report as it was mistakenly not included in the board 
packet, including a break-in at Beijing Kitchen and two at Gita Pita; the Gita Pita case has been solved 
and additional security measures have been taken at the restaurant. Conversation concerning illegal 
dumping at the Stuyvesant building included Todd Hoort mentioning that bulk trash items can be hauled 
to Pitsch wrecking and dumped by weight at a relatively low cost as well as the mention that many cities 
have a trash tax. The City of Grand Rapids’ system of online trash accounts is not feasible for some 
residents. Tansy also highlighted an issue of unruly teens at the pocket park at Logan and Prospect as 
well as reporting how successful the House Research project was at the Public Library on April 8th. A 
partnership with the library, the event brought out 50 people, most of whom were from Heritage Hill 
and all thrilled to become more familiar with the incredible assets on the fourth floor of the library and 
learned how to use these assets to conduct a thorough researching of their own homes. 



Tansy also reported on a racial bias report (of Grand Rapids Police Department stops) presented to the 
city and stakeholders on April 18, 2017. The independent study found that there racial profiling does 
exist in the police department. 
 
9. Committee/Liaison Reports:  
 Land Use:  Members were directed to Jan’s submitted staff report.  
Streets:  Jan reported that there will be a big construction project toward the end of the summer on the 
200-300 blocks of College Ave. SE. Neighbors, through a grant, will have the opportunity to have their 
water lines replaced for free with copper pipes as part of this project.  
 Administrative:  Jim P. reported that the Finance Committee had met and completed its audit and that 
there is a May 15th meeting scheduled with Spectrum Health and a May 22nd meeting to meet new GRCC 
President Bill Pink. 
Fundraising:  
Home Tour 2017:  Big thanks were given to Kate Diedrich for her work on tour maps and scripts as well 
as Karen Coy for a publicity blitz coming soon with house interior photos and a big media push. Board 
members were thanked for their part in Tour; many more volunteers are needed to staff houses during 
tour. The Public Museum will be featuring typewriters at the Calkins Law Office that tourists may use 
during their visit to Grand Rapids’ oldest standing structure.     
Garden Tour:  Kate D. commented that the tour will be June 17th and that Jim Payne will provide some 
help with publicity. Members were encouraged to solicit sponsors. 
Texas Hold ‘Em events are scheduled for June 5 - 7 and October 9 - 11, 2017. As the board will not be 
meeting again before the June event, members were encouraged to look at their calendars for volunteer 
slots; Charles R. will be circulating a sign-up sheet via email. 
Community Engagement:  Todd H. commented that a committee meeting had been held before the 
board meeting and that the committee would be fleshing out ideas from that meeting to present to the 
board at a future meeting. The committee would like to engage more neighbors and discussed new 
neighbor packets. 
Tansy H. noted that Dumpster Day will be June 10th, at the Central Reformed Church parking lot at 10 
College NE. 
 
11. New Business:  None.  
12. Old Business: None.  
13. No Public Comment.  
14. Motion to adjourn seconded, passed @ 8:25pm.  
 
  
 
Submitted by Maria Zache Starkey 
 
  
  
 


